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PREFACE. 


Or the contents of *he eresent eee about a half now appeats in the 
ENGLISH GARNER for the first tame. Professor Arber (whose ready 
acquiescence ta my meddlings I wish cordially to acknowledge) had 
+gathered In good corn whereyer he could find it ¢vithout concerning 
himself with jhe claimsyof the‘different centmies; afl his specimens of 
Lydgate and H&\clevt, Robin Hood Ballads, and sials for Lollardy, 
needed as much mge added to them to make up a homogeneous volume 
in thé arrangement noW-adopted. My additions consist of some Christ- 
mas Carols, a Miracle Play, a Morality, and a number of the interesting 
prologues arid epilogues of Wiliam Caxton ; also two extracts on the 
art of translation and the need for its exercise, and some Wepositions in 
a thedtrical lawsuit. The extracts are of the end of the fowteenth 
century, but are germane to our periodgas heralding the numerous 
“translations by which it ¢vas distinguished; the lawsuit is of the 
sixteenth centi@y, but throes light on the transition from municipal to 
private enterpyise in theatrical matters which had then been for some 
time in progress, As these picces aw: included for their matter, not 
for their gtyle, I Boe éhey will aot be considered intrusions in a 
volume essentially, deveted to the fifteenth century, though the exracts 
on trangjation have led¢ne in my Introduction to an exctusus onthe, 
authorship of the Wycliffite translatidas Qf the ible, which canM#ly be 
excused onthe piéis that P&ixey and Mevisa both liyed on into the 
fifteenth tentug;, afnd that it was in the early yang of tat cengury that 
‘the Bibles wer most in ciroulation, . * 
In editing my ¢exts I havé Ayyiled myself, of ‘the help pf the esition 
of the play of the Cévgntry Shearmen and Tailois in Professor, Manly’s 
Witectinens pf the Pre Shaksperean Drama (Ginn, 1897), of Dr. emi 
Logeman’s *2/ckerlijh an@ Everyman (Librainie Clemm, Gand, 182), 
of Profesfor Ewald Fitige?s transcript of the Balliol College Carols . 
naplished in the Festschi if presented to Professor Hildeltand in 1894, 
of the Caxfon Prefddes printed in Blades’s Life of Caxton, of Mi, Henry 
Plomer’s Aree of the pleadings in Rastcll v, Walton in vol. iv. of 
the Trangattion$* of the Bibliogiaphical Society, and ef Vorshall and 
Madden’s Wyclif, Bible, in Professor Arber's text of the ‘Robin Hood 
Wallads I haye viitured,to make a few corrections *by the light of the 
excellent edftion (kasedgon the work of Professor Child), printed by 
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Professor Gummere in his ye EnglisheRallads (Ginn, 1894). That of 
Uoceleve’s Lefler af Cupid, originally printed fron Uniy's text, has been 
revised with the aid of the collations publishetl by Professor Skeat in 
his Chaucerfan and Other Pieces, Professor Arber’s q@her texts are 
reprinted substantially as they stood, oy 
In accordance with the plan adopted throughout the Zagitsh Garner, 
the extracts in this volume,me given,in modern spelling, I should 
have piefeired myself to re-write utéin in the gficated spelling of 
their own period, which would offer no obstacle of any kind to a 
modein reader, Not only, howevef, for the sake of oMonntie. Iout 
because Iam so qpnvinced that this is the right methodeof dealing 
with badly spelt tapis that I wish the e®porimgnt to be prade for the 
first time by a bgtter philologist than myself, d hayg Tfllen back on 
modern spelling.” Whatever its disadvantages, thgy seem to me as 
nothing compared with the absurdity of presezyéope"in texts printed for 
the second, third, and fourth time the vagaries of grossly ignorant 
scribes, In the play of the Shearmen holiness is spelt co/ellears, 
meily myrresvoice wose, signification syzeudfocacion, celestial seyles- 
veall, and so on, These spellings are as demonstrably wrong as those 
of consepect (concipict) and Glorea tn exselsis, with which the scribe 
favours us. It is ungraciou? to find fault yith Professor Manly after 
appropriating some of his stage directiohy and his idgntifications of 
some French words, but I cannot think an editor is right in reprinting 
a text of which h¢ is obliged to gonfess ‘in general, fhe Sound will be a 
better guide to the meaning than, the spelling. @1n any case I am 
sure gthat this is not the way to win new,readers for Sw carlier 
literature. e ° 
© APgematter of litersry honesty, as @ell as for my own cfhinfort, I 
may be permitted to state tat this ig ate only wolume @f the new 
edition of the CAyrver for which I am responsible or eangake, eredify 
have eat€n at leas? dit} Ainner intended for Ay friend My A. 1, Pollard ; 
my* yastepaper baskel® has 1¢reived ,applications for subscriptions 
which prove“his repAtatioh for geneisity ; I hwe even received a 
cheque, Which the fact that it is reckoned forger¥ under some civcume 
stagces for a man to sign his own name fogbade my casging ; and I 
have recently been more congratulated as the author of his 7Zauay 777, 
“than I hftve ever been on any book ofenty, own, So far from b&n 
identical, I regret to say that we are not cvén@relatgd ; but a& we seem 
to be as much mistaken as the Gvo Dromios, I hope that our appear- 
ance side by side in this new editidh of the Garmer wh hel? to 
distinguish rather than further confound us, ®.. 
ALFRED W."POLLARD. 
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e 
Iw the world of Bolitics aad statecraft a nation which has 
once begun to decline seldom, perhaps never, recovers itself, 
There are too many agher dogs about fer the bone which 
has once been refinquished to be resumed later on. It is 
luck, indeed, if there are any decent scraps to be found on 
the platter when it is revisited. In the world of literature 
and thought the dogs are better bred, showing each other 
new hunting-grounds, and by example and ‘precept often 
helping to restore a famished comrade to sleckness and 
vigour, PoliticaPcogditions may*hot be gainsaid, A nation 
which has®once losteifs ideals cannot again produce a fresh, 
strong, an jfanly literature. But the possibilities of liter- 
ature remain émnfense, and we cannot foretell in what 
country it mayenpt tevive and wih fresh triumphs. ence, 
it is’ that while the political, fortunes, of a nation soem 40 9 
move thainly along the phree straight lines of ascent, enjoy- 
ents andéfalt, its litgrary fortunes expigss themselves, when® 
we try to generalise, in, a series of eflrves, allemnate «rises 
and declines, which may be repeated again did ezain, In 
English literature ont of the unknown past rose the Anglo- 
Saxog ‘Lyric and chic, Deor's Complaint, Beowulf, antl the 
floems, of Cadmon, arttd Cynewulf. From the death- like 
sleep of our nguage which followed the Norman Conquest 
nose tag heights of thirteenth-centuy romance. Fiom the 
dull poetic pedanfries of the age which succeeded Chaucer 
rose the, litt er ingspinnacles of Shakespodre and his fellows, 
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From the coldness ang shallowgess of the aighteenth 
century rose the rich.and varied tableland of whose occu- 
pants Burns was one of the first and’ Tennyson and 
Browning perhaps the last, " No other literature has shown 
such recuperative power,,a thought fall of hope and con- 
solation in these days, for those-who can tale pleasure in 
the anticipated joys of their great-giandchildren, 

If this philosophising be thought dull, we have only 
repaid popular estmates in their owmcoin ; for these sweep- 
ing generalisatiohs, which condemn wifele centuries as 
periods of depression, have been largely made for us by 
popular opinion, and like all generalisations, they have to 
be very considerably whittled dows as soon as we descend 
to patticulars*’ On a nearer view we find that the curves of 
literary progress have not been rolled smooth by any steam- 
roller, but that the great chain of hjlls%s connected by 
numberless ridges, some of which afeealready Msing, long 
ere others have teached the glain, A ploasasft bok by an 
American professor (the Heségry of Komdaticisn in the 
alighttenth Century, by Ucnry A. Becrs) has holped to draw 
atlentégy to many ofehese rising ridges 8f romance in the 
century which most peopl¢ connect, enly witlt the rime of 
*Pope; agd I hope,in these few pages to shox thal the 
fifteeuth century, of Which we are geraontemptyous, was at 
least not all ffit country,” e* 

¥ or the poor esteem into which this ay has fatlen we 
yust lay some of the blame at the door of the liéerary 
historians *who have, until recent daygaplaced the Englishen 
Mandeville nearly half a century too carly,’postponed the 
consideration of the dramatic profuctioys till hey #tachet 
the middlg of “the, sixteenth century, when “Wigy gave a 
meagre summary “of ‘cailier attempts,’ and clfionigled the 
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industrysof translators,which had been in fyll swing ever 
since about 1380, as @ special feature of the sixteenth 
century, helping thus to account for the great Elizabethan 
outburst of o1iginal work, No poor period of literature 
was ever mote; mercilessly or wantonly plundered to enrich 
its prosperors neighbours on either side; and having thus 
credited to other generations all its little claims -to distinc. 
tion, our literary historians fixed their glance sternly on the 
sou1t poetry; which is its weakest featfire, and made the 
case of Hoccleve and Lydgate more pitiful than it need be 
ay cruelly camparing them with Chaucer. To be incon- 
venient to historians is not perhaps of itself a mark of 
sreatness, but Chaucer’? professed lovers may take pleasure 
n observing how largely he shares this characteristic with 
Shakespeare himself. To give each of them a scparate 
chapter is but a*respectful subterfuge, thinly concealing how 
inconscidhably thes® two sudden elevations inteifere with 
hat ordetly progression which the historian loves, It would 
re mygh easidl to,fell the story of the Elizabethan- Jacobean 
lrama fromrfent® fall If Shakespeare could be lef?out of 
ti and if there had been no Chaucer, how gentle, hqyralmost ‘ 
nathdinatic#, would*pave beech the progression from the 
Suesoy Mune and the Handlyng Syne to Gower's Confesst0 
Amaniis, from Gower tp Lydgate and Hoccleve, andefrom 
wydgate ande floccleve” to Steplien Hawes? The “Italian 
nfluefige would have come in for the first time with Surrey, 
ind Wyatt, and the whole sequence would have been just 
vhat a plain maryayotld expect. Not only by his incon- 
renient possebsion of genius, but also by his great, if fitful 
ndusty, aad by what fe can hardly call by any name but 
rood luck, Phaucer shoots up suddenly between, Gower and 
tis natyral “successors, and thus revolutidnises the standard 
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of poctry by which the ngxt century is inevitably judged, 
The effect of his sudden uprising is almost’as confusing to 
our judgments of his own poctry as of that of his unhappy 
‘successors,’ Brought up, as most of us poor middle-aged 
critics have been, on paxtbooks which grudgingly devoted 
a scanty thirty or forty pages tg all that Iyappened cre 
Surrey and Wyatt began to write an Engifsh which literary 
historians could 1ead without taking any trouble, we in- 
evitably got it int®our heads that wigh Chaucer we were at 
the very beginning that he was really, as fe was called, the 
Father of English Poetry, and represented the first blossom- 
ing of its spring, The spring had come and was fast fading 
when Chaucer began to write, It wad come with the first 
blossoming of*the romances, and with such lytics as 


‘Lenten! is come with love to town 
With blossoms and with birdew 1own’;* 
or as 
‘BloW, noithern wigd, 
Send thou ine my sweeting’; 
® 
eSf,whigh the lightness and spontangity af represented in 


only a®ffw snatches in Chauéer. Qther toyches ef the 
spring he has, for no man better loved the meerygmoeth of 
May,.and® he has sing it until he hfs becomd for ever 
identiftd witlwit In our minds, Al the same,hd represents 
also a reaction which secs the humorous sid@ of the dover's 
*springtide longings, and views all things*very much &s they 
afe, withowt illusion, Fortunately, in Chaucer's case thie 
prosaic mood was raised and transfiguiel by ofhe revdlation™ 
of Italian poetry, which enabled hém to give ugin Zrodluse 
and Cressidatast the knight’s tale of Paltion aud Arcite, 


1 Spring. 9 Whisnefing, 
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the most, perfect harmgny of humour and romance English 
narrative poetry has produced. No other poet of his time 
came under the same influences, and to this fact, as well as 
to his possession of genius, he owes his unique position. 
That the worthy Lydgate and Moccleve, without any 
of Chaucer’s,good luck,.failed to tread in his footsteps, is 
thus hardly surftising, They took from him as much of 
his machinery as they could carry, wrote in his metres with 
the aid of ears sadlygconfused by the Tapidly weakening 
pronunciation of final -¢ and .-es, and began the attempt, 
pursued all through the century, to make up by magnilo- 
quence what they lacked in poetry. This attempt was not 
confined to England, *n France also there was the same 
invasion of long words, and it took our fair néighbour much 
longer to get rid of them. As the fifteenth century pro- 
gressed and its*sucgessor begat, it became more and more 
the objec#of the potiaster to end his lines with sounding 
polysyllables? and verse not written in this style was 
regarded as fncourtly and undignified. When we once 
realise” that this - particular experiment in language was, 
one which had té be made, and that our fifteenth-o centucy ” 
pocts Made it with allegheir might, we can understand how 
Flawes ogy? hail Lydgate as ‘the most duleet spring of 
famous rhetoric ’ (this new poctsy being essentially 
rhetorical) ;” ati Skelton, after Condescendingly praising 
Chaucer for the ‘pleasant, easy and plain’ terms in which - 
he wypke, hastened™to explain that Lydgate’s efforts. were 
“after a higher ratg’} ‘and how the same Skelton thought 
it nectssary in his Prylyp Sparowe to make his ‘ young 
maid’ excuse hersglf, for her ignorance of ‘polished terms’ 
and ‘ English wofds elect,’ Every one in these days was 
searching atxiously for the rights word, which is indeed 
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the most proper object gf every versificr’s search, Un- 
luckily, they only looked for it among polysylilables, 

It will be gathered by this time that I ‘hold no brief for 
what we must call the court poetry of the fifteenth century, 
that is to say, the compositions by which poets from Lyd- 
gate to Skelton sought to ingratiate themselves with noble 
patrons and to prove their title to imiortality, When 
they were off their guard they Wiote much better. The 
reminiscences of The gay days of kis youth stirred [Toc- 
cleve’s muse to unwonted vivacity, In the London Lich. 
penny Lydgate, if Lydgate’s it be, wrote humorous satire 
with success, Skelton himself, though iff his (much too 
respectfully spoken of) play Wagnificence he could 
flounder with the worst of his predecessors, in his light and 
railing rhymes was nimble enough, and ranged easily from 
vigorous invective of Wofscy to pretty prnegyrics of fair 
ladies, Now and again also these gdor souls cased their 
search for polysyMables, looked at some fair fade or pleasant 
landscape, and came near to a_natural “dest iption, Now 
and again, too, when they were on theli: knees (itis only 
in. prayers intended fpr other people tha long words Seem 
appropriate), they got dows to a phsase of simple Aeauty, 
“And meagwhile in {he country in gencral, we" may bec stud, 
mans simple rhymdteis were keeping up old Fmditionss 
and if some “Uiligent stadent woth begin gléaning from 
the carlicr miscellanies with the industry ‘And insight by 
which Mr. A. IT, Bullen extracted so Tich a harvedt, from 
the IlizaGethan song-books, surclyshe also would not gd 
unrewarded, ‘That the touch which we find 4 the rdigious 
poems of an earlier date in the Vernon MS, had ngt beer 
wholly logt “is! witnessed by some fifVourte lines of 
mine from a booktalled Speculum Christiani? printed by 
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Machlinia about 1485, and sometimes attributed to John 
Wotton— 


re May mother, well thou be! 

” Many mother, think on me ; 

Maiden and mother was never none 
Togethei, Lady, save thee alzae. 
Sweet Lady, maiden clean, 

Shiedl me from ill, shame and teen ; 
Out of sin, Lady, shield thou me. 
And out of debt foi chatty, 

Lady, for thy Joyés five, 

Get re grace in this live, . 
To kifow and keep over all thing, « 
re jan faith and God’s bidding. 

ruely win all that I need 
To me and mje clothe and feed, 
Help me, Lady, and all mine ; 
Shield me, Lady, from hell pine ; . 
Shield me, Lady, fiom villany 
Andgfiom all wicked coi@pany.’ 
o 


By the si@e of thi (ligious verse is there any need to 
quote more tifan a stanza frgm the Nut Brown Maid 
just to remind uf whet the seqular poets could do? 


‘Be it sats or vfrong’whese men among, on women do complam, ” 
Affiming this, how that it is® labgm spent in*vain o¢ 
To love ¢hem wall ; for nev®y a del the§ love a man again ; 
Ter let. mag de what he can their favour to altain, 

Yet fa newb them pugie thet first true loves*than 
Laboureth for gought and fm her thought Ife is a banished mam. ; 


* 


* To say that Ehglish poetry was dead when verse like 
this wag, Scing writtefi is absurd. It was not dead, But 
baaished from court, ” 

“We may well’grumplé at the mischance which has pre- 
seryed to,us guch quantities of the verse of men like 
Lydgate and Hawes, with which, despite all the bjandish- 


ments of their ‘editors, a not unwise world’ refuses to con- 
. 
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cern itself, and on the ofher hand has permitted to perish, 
ot scattered seemingly beyond retrieving, the humbler 
poetry which has much greater worth. In the Robin Hood 
Ballads which Professor Arber has printed from an edition, 
by Wynkyn de Warde we have at least one picce of 
salvage. It must be owned, indaed, that to claim a ballad 
as the product of any one century is rather rash, and that 
in some form or another this cycle was probably in exist 
ence before Chaucer died. They ‘Ballad of Otterburn,’ 
again, is founded on an incident of border war which took 
place in 1388 when Chaucer had just begwn work on the 
Canterbury Tales, and this also belongs to fourteenth- 
century tradition. But both th@ one and the other, and 
still more -certainly “Chevy Chace,’ must be reckoned in 
their present form to the credit of our period, and form a 
notable reinforcement to it, thoughnwé@ must regret that 
the early transcribers and printers tok so litle trouble to 
preserve acorrect text. oF ae 

Christmas carols again, as likely to Be hfnded down from 
moxth to mouth in the same way “as salads, can be 
asséxped neither t® any single guthor nor to any precise 
year or even decade off composftion. But the eharming 
examples which »lehave picked ou from & Sumber thin. 
sctibed by Professor Fligel from « Balliol College manu- 
script of the middle*of the sixteenth eentury, may all 
safely be attributed to a date carlicr than 150%, though 
perhaps not very much carlicr, and in their simple teaderness 
and mirth they are in strong contrast to the pretenti 
poetry of the outs e * ; - 

As withethe ballads and carol® sowwith mirecle- plays sethe 
fact that they were handed down from oi, generation to 

2 Printed by him in 1894 in a * Jestschrift’ in hongur of Drofessor Lildebiand, 
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another, and in each generation revised, altered, and added 
to, makes assignment of dates almost impossible. The 
play of the Shearmen and Tailors from the Coventry Gilds 
*ycle,! here printed, survived in a transcript dated 1534, and 
it is probable that it was then copied out for the sake of 
combining wh&t gust originally have been four or five 
different plays into one. ,Some of these plays in their 
separate form may have been first written 4m the fourteenth 
century; they appgar to4ave been added tg in the fifteenth, 
and (as we have Seen) assumed their final form in the 
sixteenth, The whole of the pseudo-Coventry cycle? in 
like manner, seems to have been revised and largely written 
when it was last transcribed in 1468. But the supreme 
example of fifteenth-century addition to an older cycle is 
that of the Wakgfield Plays, whieh early in the century 
were taken ip hand bY g dramatist of extraordinary ability, 
whose traceablgcontri utions amount to over three thousand 
lines, distributed, amgng at lease six, or quite probably as 
many asggine differeft plays, 8f which five are homogeneous 
and ertirely ftom%his hand. Among these five are “the 
well-known Prima and Sesunga Pastorum, thee wo 
Shgpherds’ Plays with wich the history of English comedy 
begins. TI humoufs of the two sitcBherds wht mget 
on the moor*and come’ ta blows oyer the grkzing of an 
#maginar flock “ef sheep are good; the humours of the 
Seeuaila pastoruia, ofeMak the sheep-stealer, his clever wife ; 
Gyll, th® sheep that was,passed off as a baby, anel Mak’s 
WOR-desarved blanket*g,—these surely are not only good, 


1 oi he carefully distinguished fren the so-called Coventry Vlays of Cotton 


Ms., Vespasian, D."viii., web? highly doubtful connection with Coventry reste 
sulely on a note of GAiton’s librarian. ° 
Tt would be c@venient if they could be called the*Cotton Plays, as the 


Wakefield cyel€ has been cftiled after the Towneley family. * 
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but as good, of their kind, as they well can be, That I 
have not printed this second Shepherds’ Play here is due 
partly to its being easily accessible in the Tarly English 
Text Society’s edition, but chiefly to the serious obstacle# 
its northern dialect ffresents to any attempt at transcribing 
it in modern English, The ptay of fhe *Shearmen and 
Tailors of Coventry, on the other hand, as I have noted in 
my preface, crigs aloud for such transcription. The fact, 
moreover, that in its present c¢hglomerate condition, it 
gives the whole history of the Diviné Infancy from the 
Annunciation to the Flight into Egyat °makes it very 
representative, even the humour of the Miracle'Plays being 
exemplified, though poorly and incongruously, in the attack 
of the mothers of the Innocents on Herod’s knights, The 
different sections of the play, the work ng doubt of different 
authors, have varying values, that @f the Prophets, never 
very successfully handled, being mfich thg weakest. On 
the other hand in the sineple gifts of the shepherds to the 
Holy Child we have a very*fair reptesentation.gf one of 
thé stock incidents of a Nativity Play'gn ‘which free scope 
waSspiven to whatever tendeyand Playful fancy the dramatist 
possessed, It shonld be said that String theifteenfh century 
the popularity ofsfliese plays increased chorindusly, records 
of their pexformanée being fouygd “in all pargs of England, 
including Cornwall and Wales, where tWty were acted inh 
tha vernacular, a na 

Starting not very much later,than the Miracl® Plays, 
since we hear of them at Yorkein the, middle of rere 
fourteenth century, the Moralitics also increased greatly 
in populafity during our period, offtstg ample opportuhity 
for the*allegoriging and personifying tendepicy which was 
one of its most prominent, and in many respgcts most 
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baneful, characteristics. Several plays of this kind of 
undoubted English origin have come down to us from the 
fifteenth century itself, and are well worth study, Chiefly 
epecause of the interest which has been aroused by its 
recent performance, I have preferred «to give that of The 
Summoning of Everyman, which, while presenting much 
less variety than ghch plays as The Castle of Perseverance, 
ot Mind, Will, and Understanding, has the merit of being 
in very easy English, short, impressive, and homogeneous. 
It is these latter merits, quite as much ‘as the evidence 
which can be mbtained by comparing the two texts, that 
offer the best reason for acquiescing in the verdict that the 
Dutch play of Liekerlik, Attributed to Petrus Dorlandus,a 
theological writer of Diest, who died in 1507, has a better 
claim than our English version to he considered the original. 
Strict adherence t6 propricty of form was not a characteristic 
of the dramatic literfiure of this period, and had the play 
been of native’ origin its uniform seriousness of tone would 
almost assuredly hgve beens broken by some humorous, 
or semi- umosous; episodes. While the two plays, with 
the exception of the Prologue, which ts not found {nethe 
' Dutch, a@yree speech bytweech frdm beginning to end, the 
English veffidh is n@t a slavish translation ; indeed, the 
ease and happiness of the diction, and "the fyeedom with 
awhich it moves, give it, until the Ditch text is examined, 
the tone *gf an original work, and the translator must have 
been aenan of no small ability to achieve such a,success. 
Itghould be said thag {he oldest Dutch edition now extant 
appears ‘to have been printed about 1495; but the play 
may have been wrgten Bome years before this, though 
hardly as eaty as ‘about 1477,’ the, date Brofessor 
Logeman proposes, if the author was only, born in 1454, 
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for it does not read like the wogk of a very young man, 
Professor Logeman was, perhaps, influenced in proposing 
this date by a desire to get in font of the critics of Mnglish 
literature (including ten Brink), who have assigned the 
English play to thercign of Edward tv,, 22 not later than 
1483. As in the Miracle Plays, so in tha Moralities, an 
original purely didactic purpose was fradually influenced 
by a desire to gender the diddcticism more palatable to a 
popular audience by the introductgon of humorous incidents, 
The complete § Absence of these from everyman naturally 
caused critics to assign it the earliest pgssible date, so long 
as it was regarded as an original work, But there is 
nothing in the Janguage whicl® precludes it from having 
been written immediately after 1495, when we know that 
a Dutch edition was jn print, and in judging it as a 
translation we may be content to assign"it to the end of the 
fifteenth century. It is worth noti*that at tat date there 
must already shave been ,onsiderable 1itdtary intercourse 
between England and Holland, andgthat several popular 
English books had already been prihted at Atbyer p for 
thalgnglish market. 4 

It would have been Bleasant# me, asta love? of these 
forernaners of thee Elizabethan drema, Lo*hgve advaficed 
from the Miracles Play and Morality, agd have given 
examples of the Moral- Interltide and marce; but thes, 
bgJong emphatically to the sixteenth century, ind come 
too negr the drama itself for inclusion in a nonelramatic 
‘Garner? But as a counterpart tq Rrofesgor Aber’ s Gial 
of William Thorpe for Heresy, | T have ventured to reprint 
here from the Transactions of theadaibliogmphical Society 
some pleadings, in a theatrical lawsuit %f the reign of 
Henty VIL, ane of the many interesting discgverics pub- 


INTRODUCTION xix 


lished by Mr, Henry Pemer. Mr. Plomer’s own interest 
in the pleadings, and the reason which made them suitable 
for publication by a Socicty in no wise concerned with 
the history of the drama, arose from the fact that the 
plaintiff in the case, John Rastell, besfdes being a lawyer 
and (it is believeg) a writer of interludes, was also a 
printer, details of any kind ghat can be gleaned about the 
lives of early printers being always welceme to bookish 
antiquaries, But these ‘particular details about Rastell’s 
stage in his gardch, the classes from which actors were 
drawn, the valife gf the dresses they wore, the practice of 
hiring the dresses out, and the rather puzzling distinction 
made between stage-plays and interludes,! are all of con- 
siderable interest for our period of the drama, and it seemed 
a good deed to give them wider publicity. 

We pass pow from a survey of its poetry, both non- 
dramatic and dgamatic, to the work done in the fifteenth 
century for" the, devglopment ef English ‘prose. Until 
quite towagds the clo%e of the fourteenth century England 
can ha«dly be ‘said ¢o have possessed any prose literatire 
not avowedly or practicdlly of a, didagtic charactert #To 
savg some one’s"soul or (improve some one’s morals weie 
seemingly tl® only motives which could’ guffice to persuade 
an Englishmas to wrile His native language excopt in verse, 
The impulse towsrds prose-writing may perhaps be dated 
from abote 1380, the date of the first Wyclifite translation 
of the ible. Of this the books of the Old Testament, as 


oo . Pe 

1 See p. 316. Stage-plays were acted in the summer, interludes in the winter, 
the egst of hiring dresses being apparently fiom three to five times as great for 
a stage-play as for fh interyef# My own inteipietation is that tRe distinction 
has nothing to do with the plays acted, but solely to the Place of performance, 
interludes being act! indoors and stage-plays in the open “ir, where the dresses 
were exposed (8 greater dafnage, ° 

° 
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far ‘as Daniel, are stated on cowtemporary authority to 
have been rendered by Nicholas Hereford ; while historians, 
after salving their conscience by confessing that there is 
substantially no evidence for attributing the rest of the 
work to Wyclif, wheever they have afterwards to mention 
it, invariably connect it with his name, Pak revised edition, 
usually assigned to Wyclif’s, friend, John Purvey, was 
completed a fay years later. It was about 1380 that 
Chaucer was engaged in translating Bocthius’s De Con- 
solatione Philosephie, and not long aftérwards Usk wrote 
his Testament of Love. The first realby Secular English 
book of any importance, the translation of Mandeville’s 
Travels, which has come down to us in a Cotton manuscript, 
was probably made about the end of the century, and was 
quickly succeeded by tw variant versions, John of Trevisa, 
an Oxford scholar, was the first to English an important 
historical work, and a book of poplar scjence, the Poly- 
chronicon of Higden andethe De Proprietatibies Rerum of 
Bartholomew. ta 7 

ft was necessarily by the free use’-of ténbelation that 
an* English secular prose, litdtature had to be built 
up. All the standard “works Itfherto hid beef written 
in Latin, or in Q’few cases in Tench; ard now that 
English hal been ‘recognised, alike at cous, in the law. 
courts, and in the schools, as the natura? language of thd\ 
inhabitants of England, the first thing which Mad to be 
done was to provide Englishmen with the ordinary sources 
of information in their own langrage. , The need Stor 
translation directed attention to its principles and canons, 
and two Tntcresting litile essays dimethe sifbject are here 
printed—the one from the preface, said to Ba by Purvey, to 
the second Wyclifite Bible, and the other from that prefixed 
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by Trevisa to his translation of Higden’s Polychronicon. 
I have particular pleasure in placing these two prefaces 
side by side, because, as far as 1 know, the really striking 
gesemblances between them, in their grammatical remarks, 
in their survey of previous atlempts atsan English transla- 
tion of the Bible, and in their attitude to such a translation, 
have never been pdinted out. Without wishing to intrude 
myself into controversial fnatters on which no one is 
entitled to speak who Mis not made a special study of 
the subject, I would fain again draw attest ition to the fact 
that whereas w@ have a definite statement by Caxton! that 
the Polychronicon *yas englisshed by one Trevisa, vicarye 
of barkley, which atte réquest of one Sir Thomas lord 
barkley translated the sayd book [which we have], the byb/e, 
and bartylmew de proprietatibus rerum [which we have] out 
of latyn into englySshe,’ in the case’of Purvey his name was 
first mentioifed in comection with Bible translation in 1729 
by Daniel Véaté?ton, who ‘guessed’ and ‘pitched upon’ him 
(Waterton’s Wdtks, vol. x. p. 361) as the author of the 
second vétsion, partly on the ground of his general pro- 
minente as a Wyclifite, aml also because of his aay ie 
of a Bikle in Trinity Ggllegé, Dublin, which Waterland 
hoffed would,prove to,be of that version, As it happens, 
the text, which is only that of the New Testament, is, 
pparently throwghout, that of the earlier version, with 
some of the Prologues : of the later version to separate books 
inserted, “Inasmuch diso as the manuscript was not com- 
pleted till 1427 or later, its bearing on the question of the 
authorship of a ‘translation, which had then been in circu- 
lation for some thirty yyeats, does not appear tp be very 
great, It wageopen to any one to combine the different 
®1 Prohomve to Polvchronicon, ad fire 
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parts of the two versions in any way he pleased, and that 
Purvey seems to have preferred “the text of the carlier 
version and the prologues of the later hardly proves that 
the later version is due to him. If we must drag him in at, 
all, it would be muck more reasonable to assign to him the 
completion of Nicholas of [ereford’s unfinished work. 
Lightly arrived at as it was, Watcifand’s ‘guess’ was 
adopted by Forshall and Maddtn in theiy fine edition of the 
two versions pifblished in 1850, {nd as buttressed up by 
them with whatescems to me a very wegk additional argu- 
ment, has ever Since becn repeated as an gptablished fact! 
The readiness with which the conjecturd’ was accepted can 
only be accounted for by the d@wire to make the work of 
translationcentre at Lutterworth instead of, as I believe to 
have been the case, at Oxford, It seems to be considered that 
we shall be robbing Wyclif of his due unless the translations 
are connected with him as closely as possible. Burdened as 


he was in his last years with age and infirnffties it is surcly 
2 «4 
1 The argument as I understand it rufis a5 follows’— on; 
i) The author of the Prologue is the author* of teeTransiation of the 
Bible (which may he guanted, though not wflnout the reservation that 
de the helpers to whom allusion & made may bave wiitlan sections of the 
Prologue, which would confuse anyoMductions). © 
(ii) The Prologue, has verbal resemblances to thea tigitise desigfited 
Heclesue Regimen (the instances quoted seem (o We resemblances 
@ = merelypof topics, and these not anconfinon ones). @ 
(iii) The Zecleae Regimen resembles Pinvey’s confomion at his recantaliongy 
in 1490 (the previons erlticism applics here muc& more sonply). 
‘Thorefore the translation of Lhe Bible is by the ayghor of the Tice Mihi Regd ry 
and the author of this is Purvey. I must repeat that the chiin seams to me 
lamentably weak, and that Ue resemblances which may be found between 
Section xv. of the Prologue and Previsa’s Dinlogn@and Letter ta Lowd Rarkeley 
are stronger, becuse not arising ont of quite such cammon topies, ‘That they 
are only to a slight extent verbal resem[®inces is no drawback, We dq not 
expect a mantto iepeat bis own wouds evictly, Sy is interesting: is to find 
two transhaiors both interested in thei own methods,"and  thege methods 
similar. 
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enough if he inspired others to work at this great task; we 
need not insist that he must have written at least part of the 
first translation with his own hands, and that the second must 
fave begun under his immediateeye, I would submit, indeed, 
that the tone of the second translatq’s reference to ‘the 
English Bible late translated’ (p. 195) is quite incompatible 
with any such theéry. We know from the manuscript note 
in the Bodleian Ms. that Nicholas of Hereford began the 
translation of the Old Téstament; and when his work was 
interrupted by the, necessity for flight, it is far more likely 
that it was taken up by some other of Wyclif’s numerous 
disciples at OxfSrd rather than by the master himself, 
while the fact that it was #he work of his disciples, urged no 
doubt by his wish, would amply account for such references 
as may be found to it under Wyclif’s name. For the second 
translation, it secms to me that the tone of the reference 
already qud&%ed, and the detailed account (see p. 194) which 
the translator fives of the method in whjch he went to 
wors, compel ub to geek an independent origin, and to look 
for somé™other ,trarslator less immediately under WygJif’s 
influefice, The fréedom,with which the Bible admittedly 
circulated for any yeagg, antl the well-known allusict by 
Sis Thomag More to gn English translation untouched by 
any taint of heresy, poigt also in the sathe direction. That 
ithe second version is realfy only a revision ofthe firs? can 
‘hardly hg adduc&d as a strong argument on the other side, , 
The ethics of literary’acknowledgment were not appreciated p 
ineTrevisa’s days, and I believe that a very similat relation 

can be found ‘on comparison of what is known as the 

‘Vulgate? text of Mandeville with that of the Cotton 

manuscript, which"the second translator appears ‘to have 

used freely, though in this case without ‘improving on it, 
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At any rate, William Caxton seems_a better authority than 
an eightccnth-century divine as to the authorship of a 
translation made only a few years before he was born, We 
know that Trevisa was what we may call a professional , 
translator, well equipped for his task; and we find him in 
the preface to the Polychvonicon discussing the translation of 
the Bible in a strikingly similar spirit to that in which it is 
discussed in the Prologue to oné of the translations which 
have come down"to us. It is to b&}hoped that the subject 
may receive further investigation, andethat without the 
importation of theological bias. e 

We mect with the name of John Pur€ey once more in 
one of the longest and most inttresting of the pieces here 
printed, the Examination of William Thorpe before Arch- 
bishop Arundel, held at Saltwood Castle in Kent in 1407. 
‘I know none more coyetous shrews,’ said the Archbishop 
to Thorpe in his railing way, ‘than ye are wMen that ye 
have a benefice. For, lo! [gave to John Piftvey a benefice 
(that of West Hythe, which Purveyf hell for fourteen 
moths from August 1401) but a miler out of tl$ castle, 
andel ,heard more complaints about hfs covetousnéss for 
tithes and other misdoings than Ie¢id of allemen that were 
advanced within gy diocese.’ ‘Sir, ,replicde ‘Yhorpe, ' Sir, 
Purgey is ngither With you now fer the benefice ye gave 
him, nor holdeth he faithfully With the learning that he 
taught and writ beforctime; and thus he" shewatJs himself 
neither to be hot nor cold; and therefore he and his,fellows 
may sore dread that if they turn not hastily fo the way tifat 
they have forsaken, peradventure they be put out of the 
number of Christ’s chosen peopl&’ we, ° 

The Archbishop’s answer was to mutter ¢hreats against 
Parvey as a ‘fal§e harlot’; and so the, BibfS-translator, if 


INTRODUCTION XXV 


such he were, was abuse¢on both sides, The dialogue about 
him is a fair instance of the vividness with which Thorpe’s 
account of his trial illustrates the fortunes of Wyclif’s 
followers when they scattered before their persccutors with- 
out any leader to rally them. Thdrpe was accused of 
holding all the chief tenets of Wyeclif’s which were con- 
demned as contrary to the Church’s order and teaching, and 
his answers, according the account he gives of them, 
were at once bold and’prudent. He seems, moreover, to 
have had a real gt as a reporter, and to have exercised it 
impartially en6ugh, for not every Lollard would have put 
into his examiner’s mouth that remarkably happy defence 
of taking a bagpipe on pilgrimage, which will be found on 
page 141. Thorpe, though he'was sent back to ‘prison, lived 
td write this account of his trial) three-and-fifty yeass after 
it took place, but Sir John Oldcastle was burnt alive, despite 
all Prince Hal}s effotts to win him to recant and save him- 
self, and thfe short ag account of hig.trial, whick follows that of 
Thorpe, as thus a more tragic interest. 

The persecution, “of the Lollards was but an incident in 
the fifteenth century, little affecting its literature, ghgugh 
the bufhing gf Oldca$te called forth a bad poem by 
Hoccleve, «fe wasteful wars in Fra France, and thesturmoil 
of the Rosesyon the other hand, had a great angl most disas- 
trous influence, “After Lydgate’s death about 1447, Capgrave 
was our*éeading mary of letters, and on his death in 1464 
the post was left vacant, unless Master Bennet Burgh can 
be considered qs having held it. The Paston Letters, which 
begin in 1422 and cover the rest of the century (till 1507), 
offer some c@nsolagiem for the lack of more fonmal litera- 
ture, but the” lack is undeniable, Moreover, not only 
literaturesbut the*bookish arts suffered tesribly from this 


f 
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depression. The fine English iuminated manuscripts 
which at the beginning of the century had vied with those 
of France, ceased to be produced after about 1430 (the 
siege of Orleans was raised by Jeanne Dare in 1429, and, 
the synchronism maybe significant), and with the illumina- 
tions, the simpler art of penmanship declined also. It was 
thus small wonder that the art of printing was introduced 
but tardily to our country, more than twenty years after 
the first printed Bible had appea¥ed at Mainz, and that, 
typographically,William Caxton, with mo fine models in 
contemporary English manuscripts to guidc#him, produced 
no single book that can stand comparison with the best 
work of foreign printers, But if*he was a poor printer, he 
was a most®enterprising and skilful publisher, and in his 
homely way a genuine and most prolific journcyman of 
letters, As the word journeyman is written, shame bids us 
strike out the first half of it, lest we Seem to dast a slight 
upon one who did so excellant 4 work for Ey glisf literature, 
whose enthusiasm was so genuine and whose industry 80 
gre&t. But Caxton was always modest’for*himself, and we 
shal serve him begt by not, putting his claims too high, 
When he commenced author thet@ is an ifenuitg in the 
way he mixes hi; constructions, which, thovh it may 
delight his lovers, compels some Site cautiop in introdue- 
ing him, haply, to new readers, whom sucha paragraph as! 
that which begins ‘When I remembey’ on page 4€3 might 
easily affront. But he certainly improved his style by 
constant practice, and the handfy. af hig prefaces and 
epilogues here printed do not Jack literary charm, while 
the information they give of the fae, his sharacter, his 
enthusiasms, and his business can hardly faifto please any 
reasonably sympathetic reader. Take, efor instance, these 
* 
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delightful confidences gs to the fears and hopes attendant 

on his translation, and publication of that bulky wouk, the 

Golden Legend of Jacobus de Voragine, which might well 
edaunt even an entei prising publisher -— 

‘And forasmuch as this said worke was great and over 
chargeable to me to accomplish, I feared me in the begin- 
ning of the translation to have continued it, because of the 
long time of the translation and also in the imprinting of 
the same, and in manter half desperate to have accom- 
plished it, was in epurpose to have left itpafter that I had 
begun to trarmslate it, and to have laid it apart, ne had it 
been at the instance and request of the puissant, noble and 
virtuous Earl, my Lord “William Earl of Arundel, which 
desired me to proceed and continue the said work, and 
promised me to take a reasonable quantity of them when 
they were achieved and accomplished, and sent to me a 
worshipful Eentlemaf, a servant of his named John Stanney, 
which solitited, me in my loid’g name that I should in no 
wise leave it, Bat a&ccomplish it, promising that my said 
lord ghotlid during” his life give and grant to mea yetuly 
fee, that is to wit a bucle in summer nd a doe in winter, 
with which fe¢'I hold dte well content, Then at the con- 
icfnplation$aifd reverence of my saide lord I have en- 
deavoured me to makeran end and finish this said tsans- 

f\ation and also%have imprinted it in the most best wise 
that I h&%e, could orgmight, and present this said book to : 
his good and noble lordship, as chief causer of thg achiev-’ 
ings of it, prayjng hjm, to take it in gree of me William 
Caxton, his poor servant, and that it like him to remember 
mY fee, and bshall gsay unto Almighty God for his long 
life and welfafe, and after this short and, transitory life to 
come into everlasting joy in heaven, the “Which he send to 


Joun Lxdcars (?), 
The Siege of Hlarfleur and the 
Battle of "Agincourt . 
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Hereafter folloyeth the Bditle of Agincourt and the great Siege of 
Rouen, by King HEnRy of Monmouth, the Fifth of the name; that” 


won Gascony, me Guienne, aid Normandy. ® .* 

CF 8 

[See S Se Harris, NicoLas's Hist ly of the Battle of 1 Agincourt, p 301, 
Ed, 1832,08v8. ° 
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‘ 
OD, that all this world did make 
NM] And died for us upon a tree, 
Save England, for Mary thy Mother's sake! 
As Thou ait steadfast GOD in any e 
Amd save King HEnry’s soul, I bescech thee! 
That was full gracious and good withal ; 
A coutteous Knight and King royal, 
Of Ilenry the Tifth, noble man of war, 
Thy deeds may never forgottey be! 
Of Knighthood thou wert the v8ry Loadstar! 
In thy time England floweied in prosperity, 
Thou mortal Mitror of all Chivalry! ° . 
Though thou be not set among the Worthies Nine ; 
Yet wast thou a Conqueror in thy time 
® 





Our King sent into France full rath, 

His Herald that was good and sure, 

He desired his heritage for to have: 

That is Gascony and Guienne and Normandy. 

He bade the Dolphin [Dauphiz] deliver. It should be his: + 
All that belonged to the first EDWARD 

“ And if he say me, Naw!; iwis A 

I will get it with dint of sword]” 2 
‘But then answered the Dolphin holds 
By our ambassagors sending again, % 
‘Methinks that your King.is not so old, 
Wars gieat for to maintain, *7 ) 
Greet well,” he-said, “your comely,King + , 
That is both geitle and small; 

‘A ton fuil of tennis balls I will him send, * 
For to play him theiewithal,” a 


Then bethought our Lords all, 

In Trance they would no longer abide: 
They took their leave both greatard small, 
And home to England gan dhey ride. 

To out»King they told their vale to the end, 
What that the Dolphin did to theni say. - 
"1 will him thank,” then said the King, 

“By the grace of GOD, if I may!” 


Outed |] King Henry wILt Go TO Francr, 3 
Yet, by his own mind, this Dolphin bold, 
To our King he sent again hastily ; 
And prayed him truce for to hold, 
For Jesus’ love that died on a tree. 


rs 


“Nay,” then said our comely King, ° 

“For into Frange will I wind ! 

The Dolphin anger I trust I shall: 

And such a tennis ball I shall him send, 

That shall bear down t' high roof of his hall. 


The King at Wéstminster lay that time, , 

And all his Lords ever ych one; 

And they did sét them down to dine: 

“ Lordings,” he saith, “be St John! 

To France [ think to take my way: 

Of good counsel I you pray, 

What is your will that I shall do? 

Shew me shortly without delay!” 

The Duke of CLARENCE answeted soon, 

And said, “ My Liege, I counsel you so!” 

And oth@r Lgrds said, “ We think it for the best 

With you to be regdy for to go; 

Whiles that our lives may endute and last ” 
° « 


“Grammercy, Sirs!” the Kipg gan say, 
“Our right, (trust, thefshall be won , 
And I wy mute yow if I may + ° 
Therefore [ watn you, both old and young, 
To make you ready witheut delay 
To Southampt{n to take your way 
At St.@eter’s tide ag Lammas ; fin Augin s4iel 
For hy the grace of GOD, and if I may, 
@ver the salt sea I think to pass!” 

o oe 
Great ordnance of guns the[ing let make, 
And shippeg them at London all at once; 
Bows and arrows fn chests were take, 
Spears and bills with iron gunstones, =F 
And arming daggers made for the nonce: 

° * 


* 
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With swords and bucklers that were full sure. 
And harness bright that strokes would endure. 


The King to Southampton then did ride 

With his Lords; for no longer would he dwell, 
Fifteen hundred fir ships there did him abide, 
With good sails and top-castle. 

Lords of France our King they sold @ 

For a million of gold as I heard say. 

By England little price they tld, 

Therefore their song was “Well a way |” 


s 

Between Haif{pton and the Isle of Wight,, 
These goodly ships Jay there at road, . 
With mastyards across, full seemly of sight, 
Over the haven spread abroad® 
On every pavis [Zargez'] a cross red ; 
The waists decked with serpentines [cannon] strong. 
St. George’s streamers spread overhead, 
With the Arms of England hanging all along. 

° 


Our King fully hastily to his ship yede, 
And all other Lords of very degrees 
rey, ship weighed his anchor in cleéd, 
ith the tide to haste them to the seg. 
‘Shey hoisted their sails, sailed aloft: 
ff . * 
A goodly sight it was to sé. qa 
The wind was good, and blew but soft: Py . 
And forth they qvent in the name Of the Tfintly. toh angust s4t5.1 
. e . 
Their course they took toward Noimangy, 
And passed over in a day and a night. 
So in the second morning early, 
Of that country they had a sight: 
And ever [as] they drew near thacqast, , 
Of the day glad were they all; 
And when they were at theShore almost, 
Every ship his anchor let fall, a . 
With their taekles they launched many a Tong boat 
And over ha{t]ch threw them into the stream ;, 


Brite 0 THE GUNS PLAY TENNIS Witt HaRFLEUR, 5 


A thousand shortly they saw afloat, 
With men of arms that light did leme. 


Our king landed at Cottaunses [Cowtances] {ie gheudd be Chet 
© without delay, e 
On our Lady’s Even [of] the Assumption? (xgth August 2435.) 


And to Harflete [Harfleur] they took the way 
And mustered fair Before the town. 

Our King his banner there dice’splay, 

With standards bright and riny [a] pennon; 
And there he pitched his tent adown; 

Full well broidered with armory gay. 

First our comely King’s tent with the crown, * 
And all other Lordsjn good array, 


a 
“My brother CLARENCE,” the King did say, 
“The towers of the town will I keep 
With her daughters and her maidens gay, 
To wake the Frenchmen of their sleep.” 
“*London’,” he said, “shall with him meet; 
And my guns that lieth*fair upon the green ; 
For they shaH play with Harflete 
A game of tennis Ys I ween, 
Go we to game, for Gojl’s grace! 
My children be ready,everych one.” 


For every great g‘n that tltere was, 

In his mouth re ee a stpne, 

The Captain of Harflete soon anon 

Unto our King he sent hastily 

TS know what his ¢yill was to be done, 

For to come thither with such a meiny? 

“ Deliver me the town | *Athe King said, 
“Nay!” said the Captain, “by God and St Denis!’ 
“Then shall I win, it,” saideour King, 

“ By the grace of GOD and his goodness, 
Some,hard tennis balls I have Mlither brought 
Of marble and ifon mede full round, 

I swear, by JESU, that me dear bought, 

They shall bgat fhe walls to the ground,” 
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Then said the great gun, 

“Tfold fellows, we go to game!” 

Thanked be Mary and J#su her son, 

They did the Frenchmen much shame. 

“Tifieen afore,” said “London” then ; 

Her balls full fair ghe gan outthrow. 

“Thirty” said the second gun, “I will win and I may,” 
There as the wall was most sure, . 

They bare it down without nay. 

The “King’s Daughter” said “yfIcarken this play | 
ITearken Maidens now this tide 

Five and forty we have, it is no nay.” 

They beat down the walls on every sidé, 


The Normands said, “ Let us not abide? 

But go we in haste, by one assent! 

Wheresoever the gunstones do glide, 

Our houses in Harfleet are all to rent: 

The Englishmen our bulwarks have brent.” 

And women cried, “ Alas that ever they were born!” 
The Frenchmen said, “ Now be we ghent! 

By us now the town is forlorn: 


It is best now therefore, ° 
That we besecch this English King ef ardee, 
Jor to assail us no more ; es e 
Lest he destroy us in this place, e° 


‘Shon will we bid the Dolphin make him ready, 
r else this town delivered’ muat# be,” ® 


e e Pm 
Messengers went forth by and bye, ® (roth September 2415.) 
Wnd to oftr King came they:, * 
is “4 aN arto Jt should ba Sk 
The Lord CORGRAUNT certainly, ae ene ahguman) 


Yor he was Captain of the place, 
And Guam Bowser with him di@ hie, 

With other Lords more and less, 

And when they to our King come where, 

Full lowly set them on their knee: 

“ Hail, gomely King!” gan Bey say 

“CirRIST save thee from adversity | 

Of truce we will beseech thee 

Until that i be Sunday noon: [pond Soptember 141511 
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And if we may not recovered be, 
We will deliver, the town.” 


Then said our King full soon, 

“T grant you grace in this tide; 

One of you shall forth anon, ¢ 
And the remnant shall with me abide!” 
Their Captain nok his next way, 

And to Rouen fast gan he,ride, 

The Dolphin he had thexfght there to find 
But he was gone; he durst not abide, 


For help the Captain besought that tide 
“ Harflete is lost,for ever and aye; 
The walls be beaten down on every side, 
That we no longer keep it may,” 
Of counsel all he did them pray. 
“What is your will that I may do? 
We must ordain the King battle by Sunday, 
Or else deliver him the town |” 
The Lords of Rouen together did rown ; 
And bade the town should openly yield, 
The King of ®nglgnd fareth as’a lion: 
We will not meet with him in the field! 
The Captain woutd then no longer abide, 
And towards Hafflete came he right; , 
For so fast djlhe ride,  « 
That he was there the sime night, 
= "5 ° ¢ 
And when he to our king did come, [oand Peptember 241m) 
Lowly he set bim on his knee: 
“ Hail comely Prince!” then did he say, 
“The Brace of GOIA is with thee! 
Hereé have I brought the keys all 
‘Of Harflete that is so,royal a city. 
All is yours, both éhamber and hall; 
And at your will for to be* 

a 


. 


* 
“Thanked be Jesu!” said our King, 
“ And Mary hig mother truly ! 
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My uncle Dorset, without letting, 
Captain of Harflete shall he be, 
And all that is within the city 
Awhile yet they shall abide, 
To amend the walls in every degree 
That are beaten down on every sidet 
And after that, they shall out ride 
To other towns over all. 
Wife nor child shall not therg abide: 
But have them forth, both greng. and smaiui~ 
One and twenty thousand, men“might see, 
When they went out, full sore did weep, 
a 


The great guns and ordnance truly =» 
Were brought into Harflete. , 


Great sickness among our host was, in good fay, 
Which killed many of our Englishmen : 

Theie died beyond seven score upon a day; 
Alive there was left but thousands tgn. 


Our King hithself into the Castle yede, 4 
And rest him there as long as his wilf was: 
‘At the last he said, “Lords, so God mg syed ! 
Towards Calais & think to pass,” 

e * et .) 
After that Harflete was gotten, thag royal qty 
Through the grace of GOD omnipotent ; 

@ur comdy King made him rgady soon, 

And towards Calais forth he went, or. 
“My brother GLOUCESTER veramense 

Here will we no longer abide! 

And Cousin of Yorx, this is our intents 
With us forth ye shall, this tide! * e ° 
My Cousin ITUNTINGDON yith us shall ride; 
And thg Earl of OXENFoRD With you threc 
The Duke of SoururoLK [Suzrozx] by opt side 
He shall coma forth with his meiny ! 

And the Eayl of Devonsmire sikerly 4 
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Sir THOMAS HARPING that never did fail ; Ut should be 
The Lord BROKE that came heartily Bannon] 
And Sir JoHN of CORNWALL: 

Sir GILBERT UMFREY that would us avail ; Ut shenlt be 
And the Lord CLirrorp, so GOD me speed ! Unraevitie ] 
Sir WILLIAM Bowser, that will not fail, Ht should be 
For all they will help, if it be need.” Be ee at 


a 


Our King rode forth, blessed ight he be! C?8th October 1425 ] 

He spared neither dale a Ais : 

By waters great fast rode he, 

Till he came to the water of Seine, (£8 should be Somme ] 
* 


The Frenchmen threw the bridge adown 
That over the water they might not pass, 
Our King made him ready then; 
And to the town of Turreyn went more and less,+ 
The Frenchmen, our King about becast 
With Battles strong on every side ; 

. The Duke of ORLEANS said in haste 
“The King of Englan@ shall abide. 
Who gave kim ee this way to pass? 
I trust that I shd!l hig beguile =~ 
Full long eye he comg to Calais.” 
The Dyke of BOORRON answered soon 
And swore by God and by St. Drnis_ + 
“We will play t¥em every gaclf one, 
These Lordg of England at the tennis ; 
Their gentlemeh, 1 swefr by St. Joun | 
And archers we will sell them great plenty: 
‘And so will we rial [of] then? soon, 
Six for a penny of’our money.” 
Then ataered the Difké of Bar, 
Words that were of great pride: 
“BY God |” he said, “J will not spare 
Over all the Englishmen for to ride, 
If that they dare us abide; -* 
We'will overtitrow them in fere [company], 
And take them ‘prisoners in this tide: 
Then come hofne again to our dinner!” 
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Hewry our King that was so good ; 

He prepared there full royally: 

Stakes he let [cassed to] hew in a wood, 
And then set them before his archers verily, 
The Frenchmen our ordnance gan espy. 
They that we ogdained for to ride 

Lighted adown, with sorrow truly ; 

So on their feet fast gan abide. e 


Our King went up upon aN high 
And looked down to the valleys low: 
He saw where the Frenchmen came hastily 
As thick as’ever did hail or snow, 
Then kneeled our King down, in thad stound, 
And all his men on every sige: 
Every man made a cross and kissed the ground, 
And ox their feet fast gan abide, 
Our King said, “Sirs, what time of the day?” 
“My Liege,” they said, “it is nigh Prime [9 aon)” 
“Then go we to our journey, 
By the grace of Jusu, it is good tfme: 
For saints that lie in their shrine, 6 
To GOD for us be praying. art 
All the Religious of England, in this time, 
Ora pro nobts for us they sing.” cy) 

cd 


fy 


U ¢ 
St. GEORGE was scen over tfc’ host: 
Of very truthsthis sight men didesce. =. ,* 
Down was he'sent by the HOLY GHost, 
To givé our King the victoxy. 

« 

Then blew the trumpets merrily,* tashh October 1415.) 
These two Battles [Armes] together yede, ‘ 
Our archers stood up full heartjly, 
And made the Frenchmen fast to bleed. 
Their arrows went fast, wWhout any let, 
And‘many shot they throughout ; ‘a 
Through habergeon, breastplate, and bassinet, 
An eleven thousand were slain in that rout 


3 
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Our gracious King, as I well know, 
That day he fought with his own hand, 
He spared neither high ne low. 

There was never King in no land, 
‘Bhat ever did betler on a day, 
Wherefore England may sing a song: 
Laus DEO! may we say ; 

And other prayers aver among. 

The Duke of ORLEANS, withoypt nay, 
That day was taken prisoney# 

The Duke of BouRBON also in fere : 
And also the Duke of Bar truly. 

Sir BERGYGAUNTE he gan him yield; 
And other Lords of France many, 


Lo, thus our comely King cofquered the field, 
By the grace of God omnipotent, 

He took his prisoners, both old and young, 
And towards Calais forth he went. 


"He shipped there with Pood intent: [uGth November 1415 J 


To Canterbury full fair he passed, N 

And offered to St Tu@mas's shrine. 

And through Kent he rode in haste ; 

To Eltham he came gil in good time. (aad November 1415] 
And over Blackheath, as he was riding, fast November 145.) 
Of the city of Lofidon he was ware. o 
“ Hail, royal gity |” said our King, 

“CHRIST keep thee ever’from sorrow and cfte! 

And then he gave that noble city his blessing 

T%e prayed Jesu it might well fare! 

To Westminster did he ride, 

And the Hench prisonéys with him also: 

He ransoined them in that tide, 

An@again to their country he let them go. 


Thug of this matter I make an‘end, 

To th’effect of fhg Battle have I gone: 

For in this book l cannot comprehend a 

The greatest battle of all, called the Siege of Rouen. 
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For that Siege lasted thiee years and morc, 

And there a rat was at forty pence, 

For in the city the people hungered sore. 

Women and children, for fault of meat, were lore ; 
And some for pain bare bones were gnawing, 
That at theirdreasts had two children sucking. 


Of the Siege of Rouen it to write were pity, 

It is a thing so lamentabjc: 

Yet every High Feast, out\fCing, of his charity, 
Gave them meat to their bodies comfortable ; 
And at the last the town won, without fable, 


y 
Thus of all as now I make an end: 
To the bliss of heaven, GOD our souls send! 
e 


Thus endeth the Battle of Agincourt. 


Imprinted at London in Foster lane, . 
in Saint Leonard’s parigh, * 
eby me JOIN SKOT, 
e . 





THoyas OccLEvE, 
Clerk in the Office of the Privy’ Seal. 


The Leiter of Curio. 
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[Tuomas Occhevy, 
a 
Clerk in the Office of thg Privy Seal.] 
The Letter®sf CUPID. 


(Old forms like server, serve ; wollen, wills zedlen, tell; dotn, done; 
and the Imperatiges dethe, be; éel/eth, tell; occur in this Poem.] 


° 
i UrrDo, (unto whose commandément 
The gentle kindred of goddis on high 





And mortal folk all serven busily), 

Of the goddess son CYTHERA only; 

Unto all those that to our eity 

Be subjects, heartly greeting, seydle we | 
f 


In general, we wollen that ye knew ,, ' 
That Ladigs of honour and rev€rence, 2 
And other Gentlewomen havin sow 6 
Such sced of complaint tn our audience, 
Of men that do them outrage and offence ; 
That it our caris gricycth for to hear, 
So pitcous is the effect of this piatore, 
¢ a 
Passing all Jandis, on the little isle 
That cleped is Albion, they most complain, 
They say that there is crop and®root Of guile: 
So can those men dis8imulen and feign, 
With standing dropis in their caren tWain ; 
When, that their heartis fecleth nO, distress, 
To blinden women with theitsdoubleness. 
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Their wordis, spoken be so sighingly, 
With so piteous a cheer and countenance 
That every wight that meaneth truély 
Deemeth that they in heart have such grievance. 
They say, “So importable is their,penance, ~ 
That but their lady lust to shew them grace 
They, right anon, must starven in the place.” 


i 


“Ah, Lady mine!” they say, “I you ensure 
As doth me grace! and I shall ever ba, 
While that my dife may laste and endure 
To you as humble and low in each degree 
As possible is, and keep all things secree 
Right as yourselven listé that [ do! 
And elles must mine hearté burst in two.” 


i 


Full hard it %s, tokcnow a manis heart 
For outward may no man the truthé deem, 

When word eut,6f his mouth may none astert 
But it by reason seemed a wight te queme, 
So it is said of heartgas it would seem, 

® © fajthful woman | full of innoceace! 

Thou art deceived by false appearance! 
e 


* 
° 


& 
By process moveth oft woman’s pity. 
© Weening all things were as these men ysay, 
They grant them race, of their benignity, 
. For that men shoulden fiot, for their sake die, 
* And with good hearte, set them in the way” 
OF bligsful lové: keep it, if they cor! 
[has, otheawhilé, women beth ywon, + 
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And when this man the pan hath by the stecl 
And fully is in his possession ; 
With that woman keepeth he no more to deal 
After, if he may finden in the town 
Any woman, his blind affection 
On to bestow, But evil mote he preve! 
A man, for all his oaths, is hard to believe! 


% 


And for that every false Man hath a Make, 
(As unto every wight is light to know) 
When this traitor, this woman hath forsake, 

He fast him speedeth unto his fellow. 

Till ho be there, his heart is on a low; 
Flis false deceit ne may him not suffice, 
But of his treason telleth all the wise. 


© 


Is this a fair avaunt? Is this honous? 
A man himself accuse thus and defame! 
Is it good to confess himself a tikitor? 
And btingea woman into slanderous name 
And tell how he her ody hath do Shame? 
No wowship may he thus, fo him coneuer, 
But gicat dislande: unto him and her! 


Toher! Nay! Yet ywas it no reprefe ; 
For all for virtue was, that she ywrought | 
But he that brewed hath all fhif mischief, 
That spake so fair, aild falsely inward thought ; 
His be the slander! as it by reason dught . 
And unto her be thank perpetual, 
That, in such a neede helpengcan so well, 


e « * 
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Although through manis sleight and subtilty, 
A silly simple and innocent woman 
Betrayed is ; no wonder! since the city 
Of Troy, as that the story tellen can, 
Betrayéd was, through the deceit of man, 
And set on fire, and all down overthrow; 
And finally,destroyéd, as men know. 


SL 
Betrayen not men cities great and kings? 
What wight is it that can shape remed-r 
Against these falsely proposéd things? 
Who can the craft such craftés to espy 
But man? whose wit is e’er ready to apply 
To thing that sowning is into falshede? - 


Woman! beth’ware of false men! I thee rede 


a 


And, furthermore, have these men in usage 
That where theyvnot likely been to sped, 
Such as they heemwith a double visage, 
They procuren,for to pursue their need ; 
He prayethzhim, in hig causé to proceed, 
And Jargely guerdoneth he his travail. 
Little*wot women, how men them assail | 


a 


n 


Anothe. wretch, un{> his fellow saith, 


17 


“Thou fishest fair! She which that thee hath fired 


Is false, incongtant,and she hath no faith, 
She for the road of folk ig so desired; 
eAnd,.as an horse, from day to day she is hired] 
That when tliou twinnest from her company, 
Cometheanother ; and bleared Is thirie eye! 
n n fa 
B 12 
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Now prick on faste! and ride thy journey 
While thou art there! For she,-behind thy back, 
So liberal is, she will nothing withsay, 
But smartly of another take a smack, 
And thus faren these women all! the pack 
Whoso them trusteth, hanged mote he be! 
Ever they desire change and aovelty.” 


Whereof proceedcth this, but of envy? 
For that he himselve her ne winnen may. 
He speaketh her teprefe and villainy ; 
As manis blabbing tongue is wont alway. 
Thus divers men full often make assay, 
“For to distutben folk in sundry wise, 
For they may not acheven their emprise. 


n 


Many ohe eke would speaken for nr good, 
That hath in love his timé sBent and used. 
Men wist, his Lady his asking ithstood ; 
Ete that-ic were of her, plainly refused. 
Or waste and vain were all that 1% had mused: 
Wherefore he can none other remedy, Py 
But on his Lady shapeth him to 18, 
“Fivery woman,” he saith, iF tight to et, 
Can none say, ‘Nay!’ if she be well ysought + 
Whoso may leisure have with ‘her te treat 
Of his purpose ne shall he failen ought 
But he on madness be so deep ybrought 
That he shende all with open hGmeliness ; 
That loven women not, as that I"guess,” 
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To slaunder women thus, what may ptofit 
To gentles? namely, that them armen should, 
And in defence of women them delight 
As that the Order of Gentilesse would? 
If that a man list gentle to be held 
He must all flee that thereto is contrary, 
A slanderotis tongue is his great adversary | 
Ral 


sf 


A foul vice is of tongue to be light, 
For whoso mochal clappeth, gabbeth oft. 
The Tongue of Man so swift is, and so wight 
That when it is yraiséd.up on loft, 
Reason it sueth so slowly and soft, 
That it him never overtaken may. 
Lord! so these men been trusty in assay! 


® 


Albeit that mén find one woman nice, 
Inconstant, recheless, and variable, 
Deignous and prod, full flléd of malice, 
Withouten faith or love, and deceivadle, 
Sly, quaint, false, in albuntiust culpable, 
e Wicked or fierce, or full of cruelty se 
Vet fofloweth not that such all women be} 


* 
. 


a 
When the high God ‘angellis formed had, 
e\mong them alle formed were there none 
That founden Weie thaficious and bad? 
Yes! all men wot that there were many one 
That for their pgidé fell from heaven anon, 
Should wé, forthy, give all angels prod name? 
Nay,,he that ghat sustaineth, is to blame! 
a 


’ 
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Of twelve Apostles, one a traitor was ; 
The remenant yet good weren and true. 
So if it happen men finden, percase, 
A woman false; such good is to eschew: 
And deemé not that they be all untrue. 
I sce well, that men’s owné falseness 
Them causeth woman for to trust the less, 


O, every man ought have a hearté tender 
Unto Soman, and deem her honourable ; 
Whether her shape be thick, or ease slender, 
Or she be good or bad! It is no fable, 
Every wight wot, that wit hath reasonable, 
That of a woman, he descended is: 
Then is it shame of her to speak amiss | 


a 


A wickéd tice good fruit may none for un) bring ; 

For such the fruit is aye as is the tree, 

Take heed of whom thou took thy beginning) 

Let thy mother be mirror unto thee! 

Wonour her, if thou wikk honoured be! 
Despiscth her then not, 1 no mangre| 
Lest that thereby thy wickedness appear, 

* 


° 
. 


An old proveib there said is, in English, 
That bird or fowl, soothly, ts deshonest 
What that he be, and holden ult chuish 
That useth to defoulen his own nest, 
Men to say well of women, it # the Best: 
And,naught for to despise them? fe deprave ; 
Ifechat they will their honoug keep ow gave, 
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The Ladies ever complainen them on Clerks 
That they have made bookis of their defame; 
In which they despise women and their works, 
And speaken of them great reproof and shame: 
And causéless give them a wicked,name, 
Thus they de¢spiséd be, on every side, 
Dislanderéd and blown upon full wide, 
f 


Those sorry bookes maken mention 
How women betrayed in especial 4 
ADAM, DAVID, SAMPSON, and SOLOMON, 
And many one more; who may rehearse them all, 
The treasons that they havé done, and shall? 
The world their malice may not comprelfend 
(As Clerkis feign), for it ne hath none end. 


« 


Ovin, in’his Rook called Remedy : 
Of Love, great réproof of woman writeth, 
Wherein, I know that he did great folly ; 
Ahd every wight who, i in such case,,iim delightethe 
A Clerkis Custom is, yhen he enditeth © 
e Of women (be it prose, or rhyme, gr verse) 
Say, They be wicked 1” all know he the reverse, 


. 
” 
. 


° 

And the book Schdlars learned in their childhead 

o For they of women beware should in age, 

And for to lowe them ever be in dread. 

Sith to deceive is set all their courage, 

* They say peril to cast is advantage, . 
Namelyfof stich as men have in been wrapped : 
For, many aman, by woman hath mishapped. 
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No charge is what so that these Clerkis sain 
Of all their writing I ne do no cure 
All their labour atid travail is in vain 
For between me and my Lady Nature 
Shall not he suffred, while the world may ‘dure. 
Thus these Clerkis, by their crucl tyranny, 
On silly women kithen their mastery, 
° 


. 


Whilom full many of them were in my chain 
Ytied$ and now, what for unwieldy age 
And unlust, they may not to lovg attain: 
And sain that “ Love is but very dotage!” 
Thus, for that they themself lacken courage, 
They folk exciten by their wicked saws 
For to rebel against me, and my laws! 


fal 


But, maugre them.that blamen women ntost, 
Such is the force of mine imression 
That, suddenly, I can fell all their hoast, 
And all their wrong imagination. 
It shalf not be in their clection 
The faulest slut in all the town to refuse; 
Tf that me list, for all that they caf? muse ; 


. 
« 
° 


But her in heart as brenningl desire 
As though she were a Duchess, or a Queen; ¢ 
So can I folkis heaitis set dh fre oe © 
And, as me list, them senden joy of teen, 
They that to women ben ywhgt so kecn, * 
My ghaipé piercing strokis, howthey smite, 
Shall feel and know, and how théy kerve and bite! 


© t 
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Pardie! this Clerk, this subtle sly Ovip 
And many another have deceived be 
Of women, as it knowen is full wide. 
What! no men more! and that is great dainty 
So excellent a Clerk as was he! 
And other more, that coulde full well preach 
Betrapped were, for aught that they could teach! 


f 


And trusteth well, that it is no marvail! 
For women knowen plainly their intend, 
They wist how softily they could assail 
Them ; and what falsehood they in hearté meant: 
And thus they Clerkis in their danger hent, 
With one venom, another ts destroyed! + 
And thus these Clerkis often were annoyed. 


® 


These Lidieg, ne these gentles ne’ertheless, 
Where none of those that wroughten in this wise ; 
But such women as weren vertueless 
They quittin tfus these old Clerkis wise. 
To Clerkis’muchil lesg ought to suffice 
Thag to disprayen women generally ; 


7 For Worship sh&ll they geten noon thereby, 


If that these men, that lovers them pretend, 
e@ To women weren faithful, good, and true, 
And dread them te dtceive, or to offend ; 
Women, to love them wouldé not eschew. 
* But, every day hath man an harté new! 
It upon%one abiden can no while. 
What force js it, such a wight to beBuilei 


24 


Tue Lerrer or Curry, [1 Ove 
Men bearen, eke, the women upon hand 
That lightly, and withouten any-pain 
They wonnen be; they can no wight withstand 
That his disease list to them to complain! 
They be sa frajl, they may them not refrain! 
But whoso liketh them may lightly have; 
So be their heartis easy in to grave. 
e 


To Master JEAN DE MEuN, as I suppose, 
Then, it is a lewd occupation, 
In making of the Romance of the Rose, 
So many a sly imagination, 
And perils for to rollen up and down, 
So long process, so many a sly cautel 
For to deceive a silly damosel ! 


Nought can I see, ne my wit comprekends 
That art, and pain, and subtifty should fail 
For to conquer, and soon to mak® an end ; 
When mena feeble placé shall hssail: 
And soon, also, to vanqyish a battl& 
Of whigh no wight shall naken resistance ; 
Ne heart hath none to stonden at dence. 


. 
e 
’ -f 
Then mote it follow, of necessity, 
Sith art asketh so great engine and pain 
A woman to deceive, what s@ slve be» 
Of constancy be they not so barren 
As that some of these subtle Clgrkis feign ; 
But they be, as that women oughftn be, 
Sad, constant, and fulfilled of pity.” 
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How friendly was MEDEA to JASON 
In his Conquering of the Fleece of Gold! 
How falsely quit he her true affection, 
By whom victory he gat as he would! 
How may this man, for shame, be sq bold 
To falsen her, that, from his death and shame 
Him kept, and gat him so great a prize and name? 
e 


Of Troy also, the traitor AENEAS, 
The faithless wretch! how he himself fofswor 
To Dino, which that Queen of Carthage was 
That him relievéd of his.smartis sore! 
What gentilesst might she have doon more 
Than she, with heart unfeigned, to him kidde? 
+ And what mischief to her thereof betid ! 


a 


In my Legend & Martyrs may men find 
(Whoso that liketh therein for to read) 
That gathis ne behest may man not bind 
Of reprovablg shame have they no dread 
In manis hearte truth ne hath no stead. 
e The sail is naught; there may be no*trothé grow! 
To women, namely, it is not unknown, 


° f 
Clatkis feign also there is no malice 
Wike unto woman's wicked crabbedness. 
© Woman! ho shaft thou thyself chevice ; 
Sith men of thee so mochil harm witness? 
. Beth ware? O Woman! of their fickleness, 
Kepeth thine owné! what men clap os crake! 
And _spme of them shall smart, [ undertake! 
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Malice of women! What is it to dread? 
They slay no man, destroyen no cities, 
Ne oppress people, ne them overlead, , 
Betray Empires, Realmes, or Duchies, 
Nor bereaven men their landis, ne their mees, 
Empoison folk, ne houses set on fire, 
Ne false contractis maken for no hire, 


° 


Trust, Perfect Love, and Entire Charity, 
Fervent Will, and Entalented Courage, 
All thewis good, as sitteth well to be, 
Have women ay, of custom and usage. 
And well they can a manis ire assuage, 
With softé wordis, discreet and benign. 
What they be inward, they show outward by sign 


. 


Womanis heart unto no cruelty 9 
Inclined is; but they be Chafitable, 
Piteous, Devout, Full of Humility, « 
Shamefastd, Debonaire, and Amiable, 
Dread full, and of theirawordis measurable: 
What evomen, these have,not, peradwenture j« 
Followeth not the way of her natufé, 


" 


” 
e 
° 


r 8 
Men sayen that our First Mother na’theless 
Made all mankinde lose his liberty, soe 


And nakid it of joy’, doubtdlest, * 
For Godis hestés disobeyed she, 
When she presumed to taste of the tee, 
That,God forbade that she cat thereof should. 
And ne had the Devil be, no,more she would | 


° 
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The envious swelling, that the Fiend our foe 
Had unto man in hearté, for his wealth, 
Sent a serpent, and made her for to go 
To deceive EVE; and thus was manis health 
Bereft him by the Fiend, right in a,stealth, 
The woman not knowing of the deceit, 
God wot! Full far was it from her conceit! 


e 


Wherefore I say, that this good woman EvE 
Our father ADAM, ne deceived nought.© 
There may no man for a deceit it preve 
Properly, but if that she, in heart and thought, 
Had it compassed first, ere she it wrought. 
And for such was not her impression, 
. Men may it call no Deceit, by reason, 


6 


Ne no wight éeceiveth, but he purpose! 
The fiend this de€eit cast, and nothing she. 
Then it is wrong tO deemen or suppose 
That of this hafm she should the cays? be. 
Wytith the Fiend, ancghis be the maugree | 
e Andaall excuséd have her innocenca, 
Save Snly, that she brake obedience | 
ae ® 
* 4 
And touching this, full fewé men there be, 
eUnnethis any, dare I safely say | 
From day to Gay, 4 rien may all day see, 
But that the hest of God they disobey. 
"Have thi8 in mindé, siris! I you pray. 
If that y® be discreet and reasonable ; 
Ye will ‘her yoldé the more excusable !. 
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And where men say, "In man is stedfastness ; 
And woman is of he: courage unstable,” 
Who may of ADAM bear such a witness? 
Tellith me this! Was he not changeable ? 
They bothé werin in one case semblable, 
Save that willing the Fiend deceived Eve; 
And so did she not ADAM, by your leave | 
e 


Yet was this sinnt happy to mankind, 
The F'fend deceived was, for all his sleight ; 
Fo: aught he could him in his slejghtis wind, 
God, to dischaige man of the heavy weight 
Of his trespass, came down from heaven on height 
And flesh and blood he took of a Virgine, 
And suffered death, him to deliver of pine. 


. 


e 
And God, to whom there may nothif hid be, - 
If Ile in woman knowen had such malice, 
As men tecord of them in geneialty% a 
Of ou: Laaly, of Life Reparatrice 4 
Nold have been born: but for that she of vice 
Was void, and full of virtne, well I]ewist, ~ 
TEendowid ! of het to be born Tim list. 


fal 
A 


> z 
Ter heapéd viitue hath such excellence 
That all too lean is manis faculty , 
To declaie it; and therefore in suspense 
Her due ptaising put must needis be. 
But this we witen, verily, that she, .” 
Next-God, the best friend is that to Man ’longeth. 
The Key of Mercy by her girdle hangeth ! 


-s a 
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And of mercy hath every man such need, 
That razing that, farewel the joy of man! 
And of he: powe:, now takith right good heed! 
She mercy may well and purchasen can 
Depleasith her not! Honoureth that woman| 
And other women honour for her sake! 
And but ye do, your sorrow shall awake | 
Cy 


In any book also, where can ye find 
That of the workis, or the death or life? 
Of JESU spelleth,or maketh any mind, 
That women Him forsook, for woe or strife? 
Where was there any wight so ententife 
Abouten Him as woman? Proved none! 
The Apostles him forsooken everichone. 


o 


a 
Woman forsddk him not! For all the faith 
Of holy chutch i in woman left only! 
Thege are no ties, “for Holy Writ thus saith, 
Look! andgye shall so find it hardity | 
And thetefore I may well proven thereby 
e That jin womanereigneth stable cor'stancy ; 


And in men is change and vartancy. 


td 
Thou Prectous Gem of martyrs, Matgarite| 
® That of thy. blood dreadest none effusion | 
Thou Lover true! * Thou Maiden mansuete | 
» Thou, constant Woman! in thy passion 
* Overcante the#iendis temptation | 
And many a wight convertid thy dectrine, 
Upwo the faith of God, holy Virgin! 
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But, understandeth this! I commend her nought, 
By encheson of her virginity, + 
Tiusteth, it came never into thought | 
Tor ever werry against Chastity, 
And ever shall. But, lo, this moveth me, 
Ter loving heatt and constant to her lay 


Drove out of my remembrance I ne may. 
e 


% 
Now holdith this for firm, and for no lie! 
That this truce and just commendation 
Of women tell I for no flattery ; ¢ 
Nor because of pride or clation: 
But only, fo! for this intention 
© give them courage of petseverance 
In virtue, and their honour to advance. 


The more the virtue, the less is the pride, 

Virtue so digne is, and so noble in kind, 

That Vice and he will not in fere abide. 0 

He puttefh vices clean out of his mind, 

He flyeth fiom them, We leaveth them behind, 
O, W8man! that of Virtte, art hort8ss ; 
Great is thy honow, and thy worthiness | 

n 
on - 
Then will I thus concluden and define, 
We, you command! our minjsterseach one . ™ 
That ready ye be our hestés to incline! 

That of these-falsé men, our rebell fgon, 3 

Ye do punishément! and thatfangn | 
Voidthem om Court! and banish them for ever! 
S6 that therein more comen may theéy,nevei ! 
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Fulfilled be it! Ceasing all delay, 
Look that there be none excusation ! 
Written in the air, the lusty month of May, 
In our Palace, where many a million 
Of lovers true, have habitation; . 
In the yea: of grace, joyful and jocond, 


A thousand and four hundred and second, 
o 


Thus endeth : 
The letter of Currp. 





The Ballad of » 
Rosin Hoop., 


The first printed edition by 
o 8 
WYNKYN DE WorbDe, 


‘about, 1510. 


C here 
beginneth a 
little geste of Robin 
Hood and bis meiny: and-of the 
proud Sbhewf of sottingham. 


Re LTHE and listen, Gentlemen 
That be of free-boin blood! 
I shall you tell of a good yeoman ; 
His name was Rosin Hoop. 
Rosin was a proud outlaw, 

hiles he walked on ground, 

© courfeous an outlaw as he was one, 

Was never none yfound. 
Roun stood in Beinysdale, 
And leaned him to a tice je 
And by him gtoad Little Joun, 
A good yeoman washe: , 
And alsd did good Scarurtock, 
And Mucun the millei’s son, 
There was nd inch of his body 
But it was worth a groom. 
Then Uespake him Little Joun, 
Ali unto Rosin Hoop, 

‘“ Master, if ye would dine betime, 
It woufd do you much good|” 

Then bespake good Ronin, 
» To dine I have no Just, 


‘pill T have some bold Baron, 





Or some unketh guest, 
That may pay for the best, 
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Or some Knight or some Squite 
That dwelleth here by West.” 
A good manne: then had Ronin, 
In land where that he were, 
Every day or he would dine, 
Thiee Afasses would he hea, 
The one in the worship of the Father 
The other of the Iloly Ghost, 
The third was of our Gear Lady 
That he loved, aldermost. 
ROBIN loved our dear Lady ; 
For dgubt of deadly sin, 
Would he never do company harm 
That any woman was in. 
“Master!” then said Little Jomn, 
“ Aud we our board shall spread, 
Tell us, Whithe: we shall gone, 
And what life we shall lead? 
Where we shall take? Where we shall leave? 
Where we shall abide behind ? 
Where shall we rob? where shall we ‘1eave? 
Where we shall beat and bind?” 0 
“Thereof no force!” said Rosth, 
“We shall do well enough | 
But look, ye do no husband farm, 
That tilleth with his plough!” 
No mote ye shall no good yeoman » 
That walketh by green-wood shaw! , 
Ne no Knight, ne no Squiie n 
That would be a good follaw! 
These Bishops and these Aichbishops, 
Ye shall them beat and bind! 
The High Sheriff of Norr: GUAM, 
Him hold ye in your mind!” 
“This word shall be hgld,” saith Little Journ, 
“ And this lesson shall we Icre | 
It is far day, God send us a guest, 
*That we were at ow dinnér!”, 
“Take thy good bow in thy hart, said Roun, 
«Let ven wend with thee! : 
And so shall WILLIAM SCATIELOCK!” 4, 


a 


a 
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And no man abide with me. 
And walk up. to the Sayles, 
And so to Watling street, 
And wait after some unketh guest, 
Upchance, ye may them meet; 
Be he Ear! or any Baron, 
Abbot or any Knight, 
Bring him to lodge to me! 
His dinner shall be dighi!” 
They went unto the Sayles, 
These yeomen all three ; 
They looked East, they looked West, , 
They might no man see, 

But as they looked in Bernysdale, 
By a derne street, 

Then came there a Knight riding: 
Full soon they ’gan him meet. 
All dreary then was his semblante, 
And little was his pride, 
His one foot in the stii:up stood, 
That other waved beside. 
His hovd hgnged in his eyen two, 
He rode in simple array ; 
A sortier man than he was one, 
Rode never in sammert’s day. 

ittle JOHN was full curteys, 
And set kim on his kneg, 

a‘ Welcqme be ye, gentle Knight! 

Welcom@are ye to me! 
Welcome be thou to green wood, 
Hende Knight and free" 
My master hath gpiden you fasting, 
Sir! all these hours three!” 

“Who is your master?” said the Knight, 
* Joun said, “Rony Hoop!” 

“He is a good yeoman,” said the Knight; 
“Of him I have heard much good 
grant,” he sais, “ with you to wend, 
My brethren all in-fere: i 
My purpose was to have dined to-day 
At Blyth or Doncaster.” 
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Forth then went that gentle Knight, 
With a careful cheer ; : 
The tears out of his eyen 1an, 
And fell down by his leer. 
They brought him unto the lodge door: 
When Rosin ’gan him see, 
Full courteously did off his hood, 
And set him on his knee. 
“ Welcome, Sir Kiight!” then said Ronin, 
“ Welcome thou art to me; 
I have abide you fasting, Sir, 
All these hours three!” 
‘Thén answered the gentle Knight 
With words fair and free, 
“ God thee save, good Rogin P 
And all thy fair meiny!” 
eThey washed together, and wiped both 
And set till their dinner: 
Bread and wine they had enough, 
And nombles of the deer ; 
Swans and pheasants they had full good, 
And fowls of the rivér, 
There failed never so little a bird? 
That ever was bred on brere, 
“Do gladly, Sir Knight !’*said Ronin. 
“Gramercy, Sir!” said hé, 


“ Such a dinner had [ not ce 
Of all these weekes (fice: 
If I come again, Ronin, ® 


Here by this country, 

As good a dinner, I shall thee make 

As thou hast made tome!” ¢ 
“Grammercy, Knight!” Waid Ropin,# 

“My dinner when I have 

I was never so greedy, by dear-worthy God le 

My dinner for to crave: * * 

But pay ere ye wend!” said ROBIN; 

*“ Methinketh it is good right ° a 
It was never the manner, by dearewoithy God! 
A yedman pay fora Knight!” . 

I have nought in my coffers,” saidthe Knight, 
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“Phat I may proffer, for shame!” 
“Little Joun! go look!” said Ropin Hoop, 
“Ne let not, for no blame, 
Tell me truth!” said Rosin, 
“So God have part of thee!” 
“T have no more but ten shillings,” said the Knight, 
“So God have part of me!” 
"Tf thou have no more,” said Rosin, 
“T will not one penny! « 
And if thou have necd of any more; 
More shall I lend thee! 
Go now forth, Little Jorn, 
The truth, tell thou me! * 
If there be no more but ten shillings, 
Not one penny shat I see!” 
Little Joun spread down his mantle 
Fall fair upon the ground; 
And there he found, in the Knight’s coffer, * 
But even half a pound. 
Little Joun let it lie full still, 
And went to his master full low. 
“ What tidings, Joun ?” said Rogin. 
" Sir, thesKnight is true cnow! ’ 
Fill of the best vine!” said Ronin, 
“The Knight shall begin | 
Mwch wonder thinketh me 
Thy clothing is so thin ! 
Tell me ohe word,” saidsRopin, 
4 And ceynsel shalkit be: . 
T trow thou wert made a Knight, of force, 
Or else of yeomanry!* , 
Or else thou Mast been a sorry husband 
And Yved in stroke and strife, 
And okerer or else a lecher,” said Ronin, 
» With wrong hast thou led thy life!” 
“JT am noye of jhem,” said the Knight, 
“ By God that made me}! 
hundred winters herebefore, 
My ancesfors Knights have be 
But oft it h&th befallen, Rosin! 
A man path been disgrate, 


* 
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But God that sitteth in heaven above, 
May amend his state! 
Within this two year, Rontn |” he said, 
“(My neighbours well it know !) 
Four hundred pounds of good money 
Full well then might I spend, 
Now, have I no goods,” said the Knight ; 
“God hath shapen such an end,— 
But my children and tay wife, 
Till God it may amend!” 

“Tn what manner,” said Ropin, 
“ Hast thou lost thy riches ?” 

“ Fo® my great folly,” he said, 
* And for my kindness | 
I had a son, forsooth, Robin! * 
That should have been my heir: 
When he was twenty winters old, 
In field would joust full fair. 
He slew a Knight of Lancashire 
And a Squire bold. 
For to save him in his right 
My goods be set and sold, 
My lands be set to wed, Rosin ! 
Until a certain day 
To atrich Abbot here besides, e 
Of Saint Mary’s Abbey, o 

“ What fs the ae » said Ronin; ie 
“Truth then tell thou se 1” 

“ Sir,"ehe said, “ four humlred pounds, 
The Abbot told il to me!” 

“Now, and thou lose dhy land \” ” said Ronin, 
“ What shall "fall of thee ?” 

 Hastily I will me busk,” said ‘hi Knight, 
Over the salt sea, 
And see where Curist was quick and dead 
On the Mount of Calvary lp. 
Farewell, friend | and have good day ! 
Tt may not better be!” 
Tears fell out of his eyen two, ° 
He would have gone his way. 
“ Farewell, friends, and have good day! .. 


o 


wounted by W. ae] FIRST PRINTED /POBIV Toon BALLAD. 41 


I ne have more to pay!” 

“Where be thy friends ?” said Ronin. 

“ Sir | never one will know me! 
While I was rich enough at home 
Great boast then would they blow; 

And now they run away from me 
As beasts in a row, 

They take no more heed of me 
Than they me never saw!” 

For ruth then wept Little Jonn, 
ScaTHELock and Mucri also. 

“ Fill of the best wine! ” said Rosin, 
“or here is a simple cheer. ’ 
Hast thou any friends,” said Rosin, 

“ The borrows shat will be?” 

“T have none!” then said the Knight, 
“ But God that died on the tree |” 

“ Do way thy japes!” said Rozin, 

“ Thereof will I right none! 

Weenest thou I will have God to borrow, 
PETER, PAUL, or JOHN? 

Nay, by Him that me made, 

And shaped both sun and moon! 

Find a better borrow,” said Ronin, 

“ Or money gettgst thou none!” 

v Lhave none other!” said the Knight, 
“The sooth for to say, - 
But if it Be Our dear Luly 

whe failed me neveg or this day!" 

“ By d8ar worthy God!” said Ronin, 
“To seek all Englant {hrough, 

Yet found I agver to my pay 
A mugh better bogrow | 
Come now forth, Little Joun | 
And go to my treasure | 
“And bring me foyr hundred pound, 
And look that it well told be!” 

Forth then went Little Joun 
“And Sca?HELoeK went before, 

He told out four hundred pound Fy 
By eighteen [? eight and twenty] score, 
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“Ts this well told?” say Little Mucu. 
Joun said, ‘ What grieveth thee ? 
It is alms to help a genile Knight - 
That is fallen in poverty!” 
“ Master!” then said Little Joun, 
“ Bis clothing is full thin | 
Ye must give the Knight a livery 
To lap his body therein: 
For ye have scarlet and grgen, Master | 
And many a rich array ; 
There is no merchant in merry England 
So rich, I dare well say.” 
“Take him three yards of every colour, 
And look it well meeted be!” 
Little Joun took none other meagure 
But his bow tree; 
And of every handful that he met 
He leapéd over feet three. 
“ What devilkins dvaper!” said Little Mucn, 
“ Thinkst thou to be?” 
Scaruetock stood full still, and laughed, 
And said “By God Almight! 
JoHN may give him the better measurg, « 
For it cost him but light!” ‘* 
“ Master!” said Little Joun, 
All unto Rozrn Hoop, 
Yo must give the Knight an horse 
@ To lead home all this goog,” . 
“Take hing a grey courser]" gaid Ronin, 
* And a saddlo new! * 
He is Our Lady's Messenger > 
God leve that he be true! '” . 
“ And a good palfrey,” said Lijjle Muct, 
“To maintain him in his right | i 
“And a pair of boots,” said Scarimmock, 
“For he is a gentle Knight |". 
“What shalt thou give him, Little Joun ?” said Ron, 
“ Sir; a pair of gill spurs clean, 
To ptay for all this company ; . . 
God bring him out of teen!” « 
* Whgn shall my day be,” said the Knight, 
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“ Sir! and your will be?” 
“ This day twelvemonth!" said Ronin, 
“ Under this green-wood tree. 
It were great shame,” said Robin, 
“A Knight alone to ride; 
Without Squire, yeoman, or page, 
To walk by his side ! 
T shall thee lend, Little Joun, my man; 
For he shall be thy knavte | 
In a yeoman’s stead, he may thee stand, 
If thou great need have |” 


@ The second fptte. 


Ow is the Knight went on his way, 
This game him thought full good, 
When he looked on Bernysdale, 
He blesséd Ronin Toop; 

and when he bethought on Bernysdale, 
On ScatHerock, Mucu, and Jorn ; 
Hé blessed them for the best company 
That ever he in come. 

Then spake that gentle Knight, 

To Little Joun ’gan he say, 
« To-morrow, I must to York to&vn, 
To Suint Mary’s A‘bcy, 
And to the Abbot of that place 
Four hundred pound I must pay: 
And but I be thereupon this night 
My landéjs lost for aye!” 
«e The Abbotgsaid to his Convent, 
There he stood on ground : 
“This day twelve months came there a Knight, 
And boyrowed four hundred pound, 
[He borrowed four hundred pound] 
Upon his land and fee; 
But Re conse this ilk day 
Dishefited shall he be!” . 

¢ It is full early)” said the Prior, 


« 
ry 
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“The day is not yet far gone! 
I had lever to pay an hundred poynd 
And lay [it] down anon. 
The Knight is far beyond the sea 
In England is his right, 
And suffereth hunger and cold 
And many a sorry night : 
It were great pity,” said the Prior, 
“So to fee his land # 
And ye be so light of your conscience 
Ye do to him much wrong!” 
“Thou ait ever in my beard,” said the Abbot ; 
“ By God and Saint Richard!” 
With that came in, a fat-headed monk, 
The High Cellater, bg 
“ He is dead or hanged!” said the Monk, 
“ By God that bought me dear! 
And we shall have to spend in this place, 
Four hundred pounds by year!” 
The Abbot and High Cellaier 
Start forth full bold: 
The Justice of England, 
The Abbot there did hold. 
The High Justice, and many mo, 
Had taken into their hand = ° 
Wholly al} the Knight’s debt, * 
To put that Knight to wrong. +4 
They deemed the Knifht wonder sore 
The Ablot and his meiny, ® . 
But he come this ilk day, 
Disherited shall he be. 
«He will not come yet," said the Justice, 
“T dare well undertake!" ¢ * 
But in sorrow time for them all, 
The Knight came to the gate. 
Then bespake that eauble Kniglft 
Until his meiny, 
e “Now, put on your simple weeds , 
That ye brought from the seal”. 
[They put on their simple weeds,} . 
They came to the gates anon, 
The Porter was ready himself, 
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And welcomed them everych one. 
“ Welcome, Sir Knight |” said the Porter ; 
My Lord, to meat is he; 
And so is many a gentleman 
For the love of thee!” 
The Porter swore a full great oath 
“ By God that made me| 
Here be the best coresed horse 
That ever yet saw I me 
Lead them into the stable!” he said, 
“That eased might they be!” 
They shall not come therein!" said,the Knight, 
By God that died on a tree!” 
Lords were to meat yset 
In that Abbot’ hall: 
The Knight went forth, and kneeled down, 
And salued them, great and small. . 
“Do gladly, Sir Abbot!” said the Knight, 
“Tam come to hold my day!” 
The first word the Abbot spake, 
“ Hast thou brought my pay?” 
“Not ong penny |” said the Knight, 
“ By God that mgkéed me!” 
“Thou art a shrewd debtor!” said the Abbot; 
“ Sir Justice, drink io me! 
What doest thdu here,” said the Akpot, 
“ But theu hadst brought thy pay?” 
“For God!” then said the Knight, 
** To prow of a loner day!” 
“Thy day is broke!” said the Justice ; 
“Land gettgst thou none!” 
“ Now, goéd Sir Justice! be my friend! 
And fend me of my fone |” 
“Tam hold with the Abbot !” said the Justice, 
# Both with cloth and fee!” 
“ Now, gdod Sir Sheriff! be my friend!" 
“Nay, for God!” said he. 


» Now, good Sir Abbot! be my friend ! . 
For thy cqirtey ; 
And hold my lands in thy hand . 


Til thave made thee gree: - 
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And I will be thy true servant 
And truly serve thee 
Till ye have four hundred stale 
Of money good and free.” 
The Abbot sware a full great oath, 
“ By God that died on a tiee! 
Get thee land where thou mayest ; 
For thou gettest none gf me!” 

“ By dear worthy God,” then said the Knight, 
“That all this world wrought | 
But I have my land again, 
Full degr it shall be bought ! 
God that was of Maiden boin, 
Leave us well to speed | 
For it is good to assay a friend 
Or that a man have need |” 

‘Whe Abbot loathly on him ’gancall : 
And villainously him ‘gan look : 
“Out,” he said, “thou false Knight! 
Sp eed thee out of my hall!” 

meThou liest !” then said the ue Knight, 
“ Abbot in thy hall | 
False Knight was I never, « 

By God that made us alll”, 

Up then stood that gentle Knight: 

To the Abbot, said he, 

“To suffer a Knight taskneel so long,* 

Thou cangt no courtesy | ; 

In jousts and in tournament : 

Full faa then have Tbe; + 

And put myself as far i in press 4° 
As any that ever I see.’ . 

“ What will ye give more,” said the Justice, 
"And the Knight shall make a release ? 
And else I dare safely swear 
Ye hold never your land in peace if 

‘An hundred pounds |” said the Abbot. 

¢The Justice said, ‘ Give him two !’* 

“ Nay, by God!” said the Knight? 
“Yet get ye it not so! 

Though ye would give a thousand more, * 
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Yet wert thou never the near! 
Shalt there never be mine heir, 
Abbot! Justice! ne Friar!” 
He started him to a board anon, 
Till a table round, 
And there he shook out ofa bag 
Bven four hundred pound. 
“ Have here thy gold, SigAbbot !” said the Knight, 
“Which that thou lentest me! 
Hadst thou been courteous at my coming, 
Rewaided shouldst thou have be!” 
The Abbot sat still, and eat no more, » 
For all his royal fare: 
He cast his head on his shoulder, 
And fast began to stare, 
“Take me my gold again!” said the Abbot, 
“ Sir Justice, that I took thee!" . 
“Not a penny!” said the Justice, 
* By God that died on the tree |” 
“Sir Abbot, and ye Men of Law! 
Now have I held my day! 
Now shall I have my land again 
For ought that you,can say!” 


The Knight statied out of the door, 
ee as all piven ; 
nd on he,put his goo thing, 
(ie other he left there. ace ° 
Ke went Im forth full merry singing 
As men have told in tale, 
His Lady metghim at thé gate 
At home in ve yaqule 
“Welcome, my Lord!’ ‘said his Lady, 
“ Sir, lost is all your good ?” 
Be meiry, Dame!” said the Knight, 
“ And pray fof Rouin Hoop! 
That ever his soul be in bliss ; 
Ee helped ene out of my teen, 
Ne had not been his kindness, 
Beggars had we been | 
The Abitot and I accorded be; 
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He is served of his pay ! 
The good yeoman lent it me, + 
As I came by the way.” 


This Knight then dwelled fair at home, 
The sooth for to say, 

Till he had got four undred pounds 
All ready for to pay. 

He purveyed him an hundred bows, 
The strings well dight; 

An hundred sheafs or arrows good, 

The heads burnished full bright : 

And every airow an ell long, 

With peacock well ydight ; 

Ynocked all with white silver, 

Itewas a seemly sight. 

He purveyed him an hundred men, 
Well harnessed in that stead, 
And himself in that same set 
And clothed in white and red. 
He hare a lancegay in his hand, 
And a man led his mail, 
And riden with a light song , 
Unto Bernysdale. 

But ateWentbiidge there was a wrestling’ 
And there tarried wag he: . 
And there was all the best,yoemen | 
Of all the West country, 

A full fair game there was up set; 
A white bull up i-pight; 
A great courser, with saddle anf bridle, 
With gold burnished full bright ; 
A pair of gloves, a red gold sing, 
A pipe of wine, in fay: 
What man beareth him best, Iwi8 
The prize shall bear away. 

«© There was a yoeman in that place, 
And best worthy was he. 
And for he was far and fremd heared 
Yslain he should have be. 
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The Knight had ruth of his yeoman 
In place where that he stood: 
He said, “The yeoman should have no harm, 
For love of Rosin Hoop |” 
The Knight pressed into the place, 
An hundred followed him free, 
With bows bent and arrows sharp 
For to shend that compagy. 
They shouldered all and Tnade him room 
To wit what he would say; 
He took the yeoman by the hand 
And gave him all the play; 
He gave him five marks for his wine, 
There it laid on the mould: 
And bade it shofld be set abroach, 
Drink who so would | 
Thus long tarried this gentle Knight 
‘Till that play was done; 
So long abode Ronin fasting, 
Three hours after the noon, 


The third fptte. 


Pygt tue and listtn, Gentlemen | 
e| All that now be here, 
Fl Of Little Jou, thatvas the Knight’s man, 
| Gootlemirth ye Shall hear. 
~ — It was upon a merry day 
That youpg men would go shoot, 
Little Jorn fgiched his bow anon 
Afd said he “would them meet.” 
Three times, Little Jorn shot about, 
And always he sleste [s/f] the wand ; 
The profid Sheriff of NorrincHam 
By the Marks ’gan stand. 
The Sheriff swore a full great oath, 
“ By Him that died on the tree { 
This man is the best archer 
nat yet saw I me! 


2 12 
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Say me now, wight young man ! 
What is now thy name? 

In what country wert thou born? 
And where is thy woning wane?” 

“In Holderness, I was born, 
I.wis, allof my dame:  , 

Men call me ReynoLp GREENLEAF, 
When I am at home.” ' 
“ Say me, REyNoLD GREENLEAF | 
Wilt thou dwell with me? 
And every year, J will thee give 
Twenty marks to thy fee!” 
“T have a Master,” said Little Jorn, 
“A courteous Knight is he; 
May ye get leave of him, the better*may it be 

The Sheriff got Little Joun 
Twelveemonths of the Knight ; 
Therefore he gave him right anon 
A good horse and a wight. 

Now is Little Joun a Sheriff’s man, 
God give us well to speed | 
But always thought elon a 
To quite him well his meed. 
* Now, so God me help!” said Little Joun, 
“ And be my true lewte ! . 
°I shall be the avorst servant to hin? 
That ever yet had he!” 
It befel upon a Wednesday, 
The Sheriff on hunting was gone, 
And Little Joun lay in his beg, and was torgot at home, 
Therefore he was fasting tiil it was past the noon, 

“ Good Sir Steward, I pray thge, * 
Give me to dine!” said Little Joun. 
“Tt is long for Green Lear, fasting so long to be. 
Therefore I pray thee, Steward, my dinner give theu me | " 

“ Shalt thou never eat nor drink,” skid the Steward, 
“Till my lord be come to town!” 

“2% make my ayow to God,” said Littla Joun 
“T had lever to crack thy crown | * 

. The Butler was full uncourteous, 
There he stood on floor; 


ry 
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He started to the buttery, and shut fast the door, 
Little Joun gave the Butler such a rap 
His back went nigh in two 
Though he lived an hundred winters, the worse he should go. 
He spurned the door with his foot, it went up well and fine! 
And there he made a large ‘livery 
Both of ale and wine. 
“ Sir, if ye will not dine,” seid Little Joun, 
“J shall give you to drink! 
And though ye live an hundred winters, 
On Little Joun ye shall think!” 
Little Joun eat and little JoHNn drank, the whéle he would, 
The Sheriff had in his kitchen a Cook, 
A stout man and a bald, 
“T make mine avow to God!” said the Cook, 
* Thou art a shrewd hind, 
In any household to dwell! for to ask thus to dine!” 
And there he lent Little Joun 
Good strokes three. 
“TI make mine avow,” said Little Joun, 
“ These strokes liketh well. 
@hou art a bold man and a hardy, 
And so thinketh me! , 
And ere I pass from this place 
Assayed better shalt thou be 1” 
Little Ty drew a food sword, 
The Cook took another in hang; 
They thought nothing foy to flee, 
But stiffly for ts stand. s 
There they fought sore together, 
Two mile way andgnore; ** 
Might neither other*haym do 
The maintehance of an hour. 
“J make mine avow to God,” said Little Jonn, 
“ And‘by my true lewte! | 
‘Thou art one of th’e best swordsmen 
That ever yet saw I me, 
Couldet thou shoot ag well in a bow, 
To green wood, thou shouldst with me! 
And two times in the year, thy clothing 
Ychanged should be | 
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And every year of Rosi Hoon, 
Twenty marks to thy fee!" : 
“ Put up thy sword,” said the Cook, 
And fellows will we bel” 
‘Then he fetch to Little Jonn, 
The nombles of a doe, 
Good bread, and full gbod wine. 
They eat and drank th reto. 
And when they had drunken well, 
Their troths togethe they plight, 
That they would be with RoBIN 
That ilk same night. 
They did them to the treasure house 
As fast as they might go ; a 
The locks that were good stecl, 
They brake them everych one. 
Théy took away the silver vessels, 
And all that they might get ; 
Piece, mazers, ne spoons, 
Would they none forget, 
Also they took the good pence, 
Three hundred pounds and more: @ 
And did them stiait to RopyN Hoop 
Under the green-wood hoar, , 
“ God thee save, my dear master! 
And Curitr thee save and sce!” 
And then said Rony to Little Jon, 
Welcome might thou be!» 
And also that faii yeoman, 
Thou bringest there with thee ! 
What tidings from Nottingham, ,« 
Little Jomy ? tell thou mel". re 
“ Well thee greeteth the proud Sheriff! 
And send thee here by me, 
His Cook and his silver vessels, , 
And three hundred pounds and three |" 
“T make mine avow to God!” said Rosin, 
And to the Trinity | a 4 
It was never by his good-will 
‘This good is come to me!” 
Little Joun him there bethought 


a 


wiihted by W.de] First PRINTED Roszv Floop BALLAD. 53 
On a shrewd wile. Five miles in the forest he ran. 
Him happed at his will! 

Then he met the proud Sheriff 
Hunting with hounds and horn. 
Little Joun could his courtesy, 
And kneeled him beforne. 
“ God thee save, my fea: Master ! 
And Curist thee save gnd see!” 
* REYNOLD GREENLMAF!" said the Sheriff, 
“Where hast thou now be?” 
“ { have been in this forest; 
A fair sight can I see; 
It was one of the fairest sights 
‘That ever yet saw I me! 
Yonder I see a right fair hart, 
His colour is of green | 
Seven score of deer upon a herd, 
Be with him all bedeen, 
His tynde are so sharp, Master, 
Of sixty and well mo, 
‘That I durst not shoot for dread, 
Lest they would me slo!” 
“T make mine avow to God!” said the Sheriff, 
“That sight would I fain see!" 
“ Busk you thitherward, my dear Master 
Anon, and wend with me!” 
° The Sheriff rode, and Little Jom, 
Of foot he was full smagt ; 
, And when they came afore Ropin, « 
“To, hére is the master Hart!" 
Still stood the proud Sheriff: 
A sorry mawwas he! 
a Woe the worth, RryNotp GREENLEAr, 
Thou hast betrayed me!” 
“ Imake mine avow to God,” said Little Joun, 
°« Master, ye be to lame! 
I was mis-Served of my dinner, 
‘When I was with you at home!” 
+ Soon he wag to supper set, 
And served with silver white: 
And when the Sheriff saw his vessel, © 
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For sorrow, he might not eat | 
“ Make good cheer,” said Robin Hoop, 
“ Sheriff! for charity | : 
And for the love of Little Joun 
Thy life is granted to thee!” 
When they had supped well, 
‘The day was all agone 
Rosin commanded Little Joun 
To draw off his hosen aid his shoon, 
His kirtle and his courtepy, 
That was furred well fine; 
And took him a green mantle, 
To lap Ris body therein. 
Rosin commanded his wight young men, 
Under the green-wood trec, % 
They shall lay in that same suit, 
That the Sheriff might them see. 
All night lay that proud Sheriff, 
In his breech and in his shirt: 
No wonder it was in green wood 
Though his sides do smart. 
“ Make glad cheer,” said Robin Hoop, 
“ Sheriff, for charity ! . 
For this is our order, I-wis, « 
Under the green-wood tree!” , 
“« This is harder order,” said the Sheriff, 
“Than ang Anchor or Frere | 
For all the gold in megzy England, + 
I would not long dwell here |,” : 
“ All these twelve months,” said RON, 
‘Thou shalt dwell with, me! 
I shall thee teach, proud Sheriff, .« 
An outlaw for to be!” 0 in 
“Ere I here another night lie,” said the Sheriff, 
“ Rosin, now I pray thee]! 
Smite off my head, rather,to-morn, 
And I forgive it thee! 
Let me go then,” said the Sheriff, 
For saint charity | 
And I will be thy best friend, 
That.yet had ye!” 
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“ Thou shalt swear me an oath!” said Rosin, 

“ On my bright brand, 

Thou shalt never await me scathe! 

By water ne by land! 

And if thou find any of my men, 

By night, or by day, 

Upon thine oath, thou shalt swear 

To help them that thou gnay!” 
Now has the Sheriff yswoin this oath, 

And home he began to gone ; 

He was as full of green ‘wood, 

As ever was heap of stone. 


C Che fourth frtte, 


§) Hz Sheriff dwelled in Nottingham, 
He was fain that he was gone, 
| And Rosin and his meiry men 
i) Went to wood anon. 
Go we to dinner?” said Little Jorn. 
Rosin Hoop said, “ Nay | 
For I dread our Lady be wroth with me; 
For she [hasPsent me not my pay!” 
“Have no doubt, Master!” said Little Joun. 
“Yet is nog the sun not at rest: 
For I dare say and safely sweas* 
The Knight is truesnd trust!” 
+" Take thy Sow in thy hand |’¥said ROBIN. 
“Let Muci wend with thee | 
And so shall WILIIAM SCATIZELOCK ; 
And no*man abide with me! 
And walk uf under the Sayles, 
And to Watling Street ; 
And wait after such unketh guest, 
Upchaxce ye may them mect. 
Whether he be messenger, 
Ora man that mirths can; 
Of my godd, he shall have some 
If he be a poor man!” . 
» Worth then started Little Jou, 
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Half in tray or teen, 
And girded him with a full good sword 
Under a mantle of green, 
‘They went up to the Sayles, 
These yeomen all three, 
They looked East, they ‘looked West, 
They might no man ec. 
But as they looked in{Bernysdale, 
By the highway 
Then were they ’ware of two black monks, 
Each on a good palfrey. 
Then bespake Little Joun, 
To M@cu he ’gan say: 
“T dare lay my life to wed 
These monks have brought our pay!” 
“Make glad cheer,” said Little Joun, 
“ And frese our bows of yew! 
And look your hearts be Soler and sad, 
Your strings trusty and true!” 
The monk had fifty and two [men] 
And seven somers full stron; 
There rideth no Bishop in this land 
So royally I understand. 
“ Brethren,” said Little Joun, 
‘Here are no more but we three ; 
But we bring them to dinner, 
Our Mast&r, dare we not see!” 
“ Bend your bows ¥” said Little fonn, 
“Make dil yon press to stam | 
‘The foremost monk, his life and his death, 
Are closed in my hand * 
Abide, churl Monk!” said Little Joun, 
No futher that thou go, ' 
If thou dost, by dear-worthy God! 
Thy death is in my hand! 
And evil thrift on thy heaal !’? said-Little Joun, 
“ Right under thy hat’s band : 
For thou hast made our Master woth, 
‘He is fasting so long!” 
“Who is your Master?” said the Monk. 
“Little Joun said, “' Ropin Hoop}""” 
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“ He is a strong thief!” said the Monk ; 
“ Of him heard I never good!” 
“Thou liest then!” said Little JouNn, 
“ And that shall rue thee! 
He is a yeoman of the forest ; 
To dine, he hath bidden thee!” 
Mucu was ready with/a bolt, 
Readily and anon, fi 
He set the Monk tofore the breast 
To the ground that he can gone. 
Of fifty-two wight young yeomen 
There abode not one; 
Save a little page and a groom 
To lead the somers with Little Joun. 
They brought the Monk to the lodge door, 
Whether he were loth or lief, 
For to speak with Rosin Hoop, 
Maugre in their teeth. 
Rosin did adown his hood, 
The Monk when that he see, 
The Monk who was not so courteous 
His hood then let he be. 
“ He is @churl, Master! by dear-worthy God!” 
Then said Little oun. 
“ Thereof no force!” said Rosin, 
“For courtesy gan he none | 
How many men,” said Rozin, 
“ Had this Monk, Joun?” 
° “ Fiftyand two “when that we met #* 
But many of them be gone.” 
“ Let blow a hornf”-said Rozin, 
“That felloWship may us know |” 
Se*en score of wight yeomen 
Came pricking on a row, 
dnd everych of them a good mantle 
Of scarlet and of ray? 
All they came to good Rosin 
To wit what he would say. 
hey made the*Monk to wash and wipe, 
And sit at his dinner, 
RopinaHoop and Little Joun 
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They served him both in-fere, 
Do gladly, Monkt” said Rosin. 
“ Grammercy, Sir!” said he. 
“ Where is your Abbey, when ye are at home; 

And who is your avow?” 
‘St. Mary's Abbey,” said the Monk, 

“ Though I be simplefhere.” 
“Tn what office?” Raid Rosin. 
“ Sir! the High Cellarer.” 
“Ye be the more welcome,” said Ronin. 
“So ever might I thee.” 
ff Fill of the best wine!” said Rory, 

“ This*Monk shall drink to me! 

But I have great marvel,” said Rosin, 

“Of all this long day, ° 

I dread our Lady be wroth with me, 

Shg sent me not my pay!” 
“Have no doubt, Master!” said Little Jonn, 

“Ye have no need, I say: 

This Monk, it hath brought, I dare well swear | 

For he is of her Abbey.” 
“ And She was a borrow,” said Ronin. 

“ Between a Knight and me, - 

Of a little money that I him*lent 

Under the green-wood tree; * 

And if thou hast that silver ybsought, 

I pray thee let me see, 

And I shall help theeftsoons bd 

Vf thon fave necd to me!” * 
The Monk swore a full great oath, 

With a sorry cheer, + 

“ Of the borrowhood thou speakes, to ne 

Heard I never ere |” 
“J make mine avow to God!” said Roum, 

“Monk, thou art to blame! 

For God is held a rightedtis man, « 

And so is his dame. 

hou toldest with thine own tongue 
hou mayst not say ‘Nay!’ 

. How thou art her servant, 

And servest her every day: 
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And thou art made her messenger, 
My money for to pay. 
‘Therefore I can’ the more thanks, 
Thou art come to thy day! 
What is in your coffers?” said Rosin; 
“True, then, tell thou me?” 
“Sir!” he said, “ twenty marks | 
Also might I thee |” it 
“Tf there be no more,” said RoBIN, 
“T will not one penny. 
If thou hast myster of any more, 
Sir, more I shall lend to thee! 
And ifI find more,” said Rosin, 
“ Iwis, thou shalt it forgo ; 
For of thy spending silver, Monk! 
Thereof will I right none.” 
" Go now forth, Little Joun, 
And the truth, tell thou me! 
If there be no more but twenty marks 
No penny (of) that I see!” 
Little Joun spread his mantle down, 
As he had done before, 
And he told out of the Monk’s mail 
Eight hundred pound and more. 
Little Joxn let itelie full still, 
And went to his Master in haste ; 
“ Sir |” he said, “the Monk is true chough ; 
Our Lady hath doubled your cast!” 
#'I make mine avow to God!” said Rosin, 
“Monk, what told I thee! 
Our Lady is the truest tvoman 
That ever yet {fund I me! 
By dearaworthy Go@!” said Rosin, 
“To in ali England through ; 
Yeg found I never to my pay, 
A much bettersborraw. * 
Fill of the best wine, and do him drink!” said Rosin; 
“ And greet well thy Lady hend ; 
And if she have reed to Ronin Hoon, 
A friend she Shall him find: , 
And if she néedeth any more silver, 
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Come thou again to me! 
And, by this token she hath me sent, 
She shall have such three!” * 
The Monk was going to London ward, 
Thete to hold great Mote, 
The Knight that rode so high on horse 
To bring him undeg foot. 
“ Whither be ye fay ?” said RoBin. 
“Sir, to manors th this land, 
To 1eckon with our Reeves 
That have done much wrong.’ 
“Come now forth, Little Jon! 
An@hearken to my tale | 
A better yeoman, I know none 
To seek a Monk’s mail, . 
How much is in yonder other corser?” said Rosin, 
“The sooth must we see!” 
“ By our Lady!” then said the Monk, 
“That were no courtesy ; 
To bid a man to dinner, 
And sith him beat and bind!” 
“Tt is our old manner!” said Ronry, 
“To leave but little behind.” « 
The Monk took the home with spur, 
No longer would he abide !, 
“Ask to drink!” then saig Rosin, 
“Or tht ye further ride?” 
“ Nay, for God le’ said the Monk, 
“Me sueth I came so near! 
For better cheap, I might have dined 
In Blyth or in Doncaster!” 
“Greet well, your Abbot |" said Ronin, 
“ And your Puior, I you pray | 
And bid him send me such a Monk 
To dinner every day!” 


icf 
Now let we that Monk be still; 
And speak we of the Knight t 
Yet he came to hold his day.. 
While that it was light. 8 
He did him strait to Bernysdale, ° 
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Under the green-wood tree, 
And he found there Rapin Hoop 
And all his merry meiny. 
The Knight light down off his good palfiey. 
Rosin when he ’gan see; 
So courteously he did adown his hood 
And set him on his knee. 
“God thee save, Robin Hoop,/} 
And all this company ! ” 
“Welcome, be thou, gentle Knight 4 
And right welcome to me!” 
Then bespake him Rozin Hoop, 
To that Knight so free, 
* What need driveth thee to green wood? 
I pray thee, Sir Knight, tell me! 
And welcome be, thou gentle Knight ! 
Why hast thou been so long?” 
“ For the Abbot and high Justice 
Would have had my land?” 
“ Hast thou thy land again?” said Rosin, 
“Truth then tell thou me!” 
(Wea, for God!” said the Knight, 
‘And that I thank God and thee | 
But take not a grief,” said the Knight, 
“ That I have been so long, 
I came by wrestling, * 
And there I helped, a poor yeoman, 
Who with wrong was put behind.” 
“Nay¥for God *” said Rénin, 
“Sir Knight, that thank I thee! 
What man that helpeth a good yeoman, 
His friend then will Ibe.”, 
“ Have herefour hundred pounds!" then said the Knight 
“The which ye lent me, 
And heres also twenty marks for your courtesy |” 
Nay, for God!” then said Roxin, 
“Thou brook it well for aye ; 
For our kady, by her Cellarer, 
Hath sent to me my pa 
And if I took it twice, 
A shame it yeré to me! 
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But truly, gentle Knight, 
Welcome art thou tome!” - 
When Rosi had told his tale, 
He laughed and had good cheer, 
“ By my troth |” then said the Knight, 
“ Your money is ready here!” 
“ Brook it well | i said Ronin, 
“Thou gentle Knight so free | 
And welcome be thou, gentle Knight, 
Under my trystel tree! 
But what shall these bows do?” said Rosin, 
“ Aad these arrows yfeathered free?” 
“ By God!” then said the Knight, 
“A poor present to thee!” . 
“Come now forth, Little Joun, 
And go to my treasure, 
And biing me there four hundred pounds 
The Monk overtold it me. 
Have here four hundred pounds, 
Thou gentle Knight and true! 
And buy horse and harness good, 
And gilt thy spurs all new! . 
And if thou fail any spending, 
Come to Rosin Hoop! =. 
And, by my troth, thou shalt none fail 
The whiles I have any good’; 
And brook well thy, four hundred pounds 
Which I lent to thee ! 
And make thyself no more so bare 
By the counsel of me.”. 


o 


a 
Thus then helped him, good Rozrn, 
The Knight all of his care: 
God that sits in heaven high 
Grant us well to fare! 
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The fifth fptte, 


sOw hath the Knight his leave ytake, 
And went him on his way. 
Rosin Hoop and highmeny men 
Dwelled still full matiy a day. 
Lithe and listen, Gentlemen | 
And hearken what I shall say, 
How the proud Sheriff of NoTTINGHAM 
Did cry a full fair Play, de 
‘That all the best archers of the North 
Should come upon a day; 
And he that shooteth alder best, 
The game shall bear away! 
He that shooteth alder best » 
Furthest, fair, and low, 
At a pair of finely butts, 
Under the green-wood shaw, 
A right good arrow he shall have, 
The shaft of silver white, 
The head and feathers of rich red gold, 
In England is none like, 
This then heard good Roxin, 
* Under his trystel tree. « 
“ Make you ready, ye ent young men, 
That shooting will I éee « 
Buskeayou, my merry young men, 
Ye shall go with me! 
And I will wit the Sheriff's faith; 
‘True and'if be he 1” 
"When they had their bows ybent, 
Their tackles feathered free, 
Seven score of wight young men 
Stood by Ronrn’s knee, 
When they came to Nottingham, 
The butts were fair and long, 
Many were The bold archers 
That shooted with bowés strong. * 
here shall but six shoot with me, 
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The others shall keep my head, 
And stand with good bows bent . 
That I be not deceived,” 
The fourth outlaw, his bow ‘gan bend, 
And that was Ropin Hoop: 
And that beheld the proud Sheriff, 
All by the butt he stdpd. Z 
Thrice Robin shot alout, 
And always sliced the wand; 
And so did good “ GILBERT 
With the white hand.” 
LittlesJorn and good ScatirLock 
Were archers good and free: 
Little Mucu and good Rryvnotp 
The worst would they not be! ° 
When they had shot about, 
These archers fair and good : 
Ever more was the best, 
Forsooth, Rosin Hoon. 
Him was delivered the good arrow, 
For best worthy was he: 
He took the gift so courteously ; 
To green wood would he! 
They cried out on Rosry Hoop, 
And great horns ’gan they bléw | 
“Woe worth the treason! said Rosin ;° 
“Full evil thou art to know | Ps 
And woe be thou, thou proyd Sheriff | 
Thus gladding thy guest, " 
Otherwise thou behote me 
In yonder wild forest, 
But had I thee in green wood, 
Under my trystel tree, 
Thou shouldst leave me a better wed, 
‘Than thy true lewte.” 
Full many a bow there was bent, 
And arrows let they glide | 
-Many a kirtle there was rent, _ 
And hurt many a side! 
- The outlaws’ shot was so strong 
That no man might them drive, 
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And the proud Sheriff's men 
They fled away full blyve. 
Rosin saw the [am]bushment to broke, 
In green wood he would have been; 
Many an arrow there was shot 
Among that company. 
Little Joun was hurt fullfsore, 
With an arrow in his knée, 
That he might neither go nor ride: 
Tt was full great pity | 
“Master!” then said Little Joun, 
‘Tf ever thou lovest me; 
And for that ilk Lord’s love 
That died upon a tree | 
And for the meetls of my service, 
That I have servéd thee ; 
Let never the proud Sheriff 
Alive now find me} 
But take out thy brown sword 
And smite all off my head! 
And give me wounds dead and wide, 
No life on me be left!” 
“T would not that,” said Ronrn, 
“ Joun! that thou be slo, 
For all the gold if merry England, 
Though it lay now on a row!” 
“God forbid!" said Little Muct, 
“That did on atree! * 
That thowshouldst? Little Joun | 
"Part our company!” 
Up he took him on his back, 
And bare him*well nigh a mile: 
Many time, he laid him down, 
And shot another while. 
a Then was there a fair Castle 
A litile within the wo8d ; 
Double ditched it was about, 
gd walléd, by the rood; 
nd there dweltmhat gentle Knight, 
Sir RICHARD AT THE Luz, 
Thag Rovin had lent his good 
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Under the green-wood tree. 

In he took good Rosin 
And all his company. 

“ Welcome be thou, Rosin Hoop! 
Welcome art thou, to mel 
And much thank thee of thy comfort 
And of thy courtesy, 
And of thy great kinuness 
Under the green-wood tree | 
I love no man, in all this world 
So much as I do thee! 
For all the proud Sheriff of NoTTINGHAM}; 
Right here shalt thou be! 
Shut the gates, and draw the bridge ; 
And let no man come in|} 
And arm you well, and make you ready! 
And to the wall ye win! 
For one thing, Rozin ! I thee behote 
I swear by St. Quintin | 
These twelve days thou wonest with me, 
To sup, eat, and dine!” 

Boards were laid and cloths spread 
Readily and anon: 
Rosin Hoop and his merry men 
To ae ’gan they gone. 


@ The sixth fytte, 


‘qr and listen, Gentlemen! 

And hearken unto your song! 

How the proud Sheriff,ef Nowrinaiam 
And men of armés strong ? 

~ Full fast came to the High Sheriff 
The country up tozout, 

And they beset the Knight’¢ Castle, 
The walls all about, 

The proud Sheriff loud ’gan cry 
And said, “ Thou traitof Knight | 
Thou keepest here the King’s enemy ! 
Against the laws and right!” 
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“Sir, I will avow that I have done 
The deeds that here be dight, 
Upon all the lands that I have, 
As Iam a true Knight, 
Wend forth, Sirs, on your way; 
And do no more to me, 
Till ye wit our King's wilt 
What he will say to thee i” 
‘The Sheriff thus, had his answer 
Without any leasing. 
Forth he yode to London town, 
All for to tell the King, 
There he told them of that Knight, 
And eke of Ropyy Hoop ; 
And also of the bold archers, 
That noble were and good. 
He would avow that he had done 
To maintain the outlaws strong ; 
He would be Lord, and set you_at nought 
In all the North land. 
“7 will be at Nottingham,” said the King, 
“ Within this fortnight ! 
And take I will, Ropry Hoop ; 
And so I will that Knight { 
Go now home, Sheriff,” said the King, 
“ Afd do as I thée bid. 
And ordain good archers ynow 
Of all the wide country |” 
The Sheriff had his leave ytake; 
And went him on his way. 
And Rosin Hoop to green wood, 
Upon a certain day, 
And Little Jon was whole of the arrow 
‘That shot was in his knee; 
And did him straight tg Rosin Hoop 
Under the gr€en-wood tree, 
Rosin Hoop walked in the forest 
Under the leavés green, 
The proud Sheriff of Norrinauan, 
Thereof he had great tcen. 
The Ghétiff there failed of Rosin Hoop 
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He might not have his prey. 

Then he awaited this gentle Knight, 
Both by night and by day. : 

Ever he awaited that gentle Knight, 
Sir Ricuarp at tun Lue, 

As he went on hawking by the river side 
And let his hawks flée ; 

Took he there, this gentle Knight, 
With men of armés strong, 

And led him home to Nottingham waid 
Ybound both foot and hand, 

The Sheriff swore a full great oatn, 

By tlim that died on rood, 

IIe had lever than a hundred pouna 
That he had Rozin Hoop, * 

This heard the Knight’s wife 
Adair Lady and free, 

She set her on a good palfrey ; 
To green wood anon rode she, 
When she came to the forest, 
Under the green-wood tree, 
Found she there Rosin Hoop 
And all his fair meiny. 

“ God [save] thee, good ‘Rozin | 

And all thy company, , 

For our dear Lady's love» 

A boon, giant thou me! 

Let thou never my wedded Lond = ° 
Shamety yslain he ! © » 
He is fast ybound to Nottingham ward, 
For the love of thee |" 

Anon then said good Rozyn, 
To that Lady free: # 
“What man hath your Loid ytake ?" 

“For sooth, as 1 thee say, 

He is not yet three milés ° 
Passéd on your way.” 

Up then started good Ronin, 

As a man that had been woot; 
“ Busk you, my merry young men, 
For Him that died on a re | ! 


” 
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And he that this sorrow forsaketh, 
By Him that died on a tree | 
Shall he never'in green wood be, 
Nor longer dwell with me!" 

Soon there were good bows ybent, 
Mo than seven score ; 

Hedge ne ditch spare they none 
That were them before. * 

“T make mine avow to God,” said Ronin, 
“The Knight would I fain see; 

And if I may him take, 
Yquit then shall it be!” 

And when they came to Nottingham 
They walkéd in the street, . 
And with the proud Sheriff ywis 
Soon gan they meet. 

“Abide, thou proud Sheriff!" he said, 
“ Abide, and speak with me! 

Of some tidings of our King 
I would fain hear of thee ! 
This seven year, by dear-woithy God! 
Ne yede I so fast on foot ; 
I make mine avow to God, thou pioud Sheriff! 
That it is not for thY good.” 
Rosin bent a géod bow, 
An arrow he drewat his will; 
He hit so the proud Sheriff, 
Upon the ground he lay full still: 
And or he might up Yrise, 
On his fget to stand ; 
He-smote off the Sheriff’s head, 
With his bright brand. 

“ Lie thou there, thou proud Sheriff! 
Evil might thou thrive | 
There might no man to thee trust 
The whiles thou wert dlive!” 

His men drew out their bright swords, 
That were so sharp and keen, 

And laid on the Sheriff's men 
And drived them down bydene, 
Rognastarted to that Knight, 
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And cut a two his bond; 

And took him in his hand a bow, 

And bade him by him stand. * 
* Leave thy horse thee behind, 

And learn for to run! 

‘Thou shalt with me to green wood 

Through mire, moss, and fen ! 

Thou shalt with me to green wood 

Without any leasing, 

Till that I have got us grace 

Of Epwarp, our comely King.” 


e , 


The seventh fyrtte. 


a In Xing came to Nottingham 
i] With Knights in great array 
For to take that gentle Knight 
| And Rogin Hoop, if he may. 

He asked men of that country 
After Rosin Hoop, 

And after that gentle Knight 
That was so bold and stout. 
When they had told him,the case, 
Our King understood their tale 
And seizéd in his hand 6 
The Knight's land alle 

All the pass of Lancashire 

He went both far afd near; 

Till he came to Plom|p]tonePark 
He failed many of his Mer. ‘ 
‘There our King was wont to see 
Herdés many a one, 

He could unneath find one dger 
That bare any good horn. 

‘The King was wondrous wroth withal, 
And swore, “ By the Trintty | * 
I would I had Ropin Hoop! * 

» With eyen I might him see! 
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And he that would smite off the Knight}s head, 
And bring it to me}; 

Be shall have’the Knight's lands 
Sir Ricuarp aT THE Les, 

I give it him with my charter, 
And seal it [with] my hand, 

To have and hold for evermore 
Tn all merry England.” + 

Then bespake a fair old Knight, 

That was true in his fay, 

“Q my liege Lord the King, 

One word I shall you say | 

There is no man in this country 

May have the Knight’s lands 

While Rosin Heop may ride or gone 
And bear a bow in his hands, 

That he ne shall lose his head, 

That is the best ball in his hood: 
Give it to no man, my Loud the King! 
That ye will any good!” 

Half a year dwelled our comely King 
In Nottingham, and well more, 
Could he not hear of Rozin Hoop, 
In what country that he were: 

But always went yood Rozin 
Bychalke and eke hy hill, 

And always slew the King’s deer 
And welt them at his will; 

* Then begpake a proud for'ster 
That stood by our King’s knee, 
“ Tf ye will sce good Ronin 

Ye must do after me! 

Take five of the bést Knights 
That be in your lead, 

And walk down by yon Abbcy 
And get you monks’ weed ! 

And I will be your leadsman 
And lead you the way | 

And or ye comedo Nottingham, 
Mine head then dare I lay | 
That yo shall meet with good Ronin, 
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In life if that he be: 
Or ye come to Nottingham 
‘With eyen ye shall him see!” 

Full hastily our King was dight, 
So were his Knightas five, 
Everych of them in monks’ weed, 
And hasted them thither blithe. 
Our King was great above his cowl, 
A broad hat on his crown. 

Right as he were Abbot like, 

They rode up into the town. 

Stiff boots our King had on, 

For sdoth as I you say, 

He rode singing to green wood, 

The convent was clothed in grey. 
His mail horse and his great somers 
Foljowed our King behind, 

Till they came to green wood 

A mile under the lynde. 

There they met with good Robin 
Standing on the way, 

And so did many a bold archer, 
For sooth as I you say. 

Roan took the King’s horse, 
Hastily in that stead : ® 
And said, “Sir Abbot! by your leave; 
A while y@é must abide! 

We be yeoman of this forest, 

Under tle green-wood tree,¢ 

We live by our King’s deer, 

Under the green-wood trée ; 

And ye have churches and rents both, 
And gold full great plenty; ° 

Give us some of your spending, 

For saint charity ("” 

Then bespake our comtly King, . 
Anon then said he, 

“T brought no more to green wood, 
“But forty pounds with me. a 
Thave lain at Nottingham, 
* This fortnight with our King; 
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And spent I have full much good 
On many a great Lording: 

And I have but forty pounds, 

No more than have I me, 

But if I had a hundred pounds, 

I would give it to thee!” 

RoBIn took the forty pounds, 
And departed it in two parts: 
Halfendell he gave his merry men, 
And bade them merry to be. 

Full courteously Ror 'gan say, 

‘Sir, have this for your spending ! 
We shall meet another day.” 
~ “Grammercy !” then said our King. 
“ But well theeygreeteth Epwarp our King, 
And sent to thee his seal ; 

And biddeth thee come to Nottingham, 
Both to meat and meal!” 

He took out the broad targe 
And soon he let him see. 

Rosin could his courtesy, 
And set him on his knee. 

“T love no man in all the world 
So well as I do my King ! 
Welcome is my Lord’s seal ! 

And monk for thy tiding, 

Sir Abbot, for thy tidings, 
To-day, thou shalt dine with me! 
*For the leve of my*King, 

Under my trystel tree.” 

Forth he led our comely King 
Full fair by the hand; 

Many a deer ther® was slain, 

And full fast dightand. 

Rosin took a full great horn, 

And loud he-’gan blow, 

Seven score of wight young men 

Came ready on a row. 

All they kneeled on their knee 

Full fair before Ropin. 
‘TherKing said, himseif until, 
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And swore, “ By Saint Austin | 
Here is a wondrous seemly sight! 
Methinketh, by God’s pine! * 
His men are more at his bidding 
Than my men be at mine.” 
Full hastily was their dinner ydight, 
And thereto ’gan they gone; 
They served our King with all their might, 
Both Ropin and Little Joun. 
Anon before our King was set 
The fat venison, 
The gogd white bread, the good red wine, 
And thereto the fine ale brown. 
“ Make good cheer!” said Rosin, 
“ Abbot, for charity | © 
And for this ilk tiding 
Blesséd might thou be! 
Now shalt thou see what life we lead, 
Or thou hence wend, 
That thou may inform our King 
When ye together lend.” 
Up they start all in haste, 
Their bows were smartly bent : 
Our King was never so sore aghast ; 
He wended to have been shent! 
‘Two yards there were up set » 
Thereto ‘gan they gang. 
“ By fifty paces,” our King said, 
“The matks were too long !?? 
On every side a rose garland, 
They shot under the line.‘ 
‘' Whoso faileth of the rose garland,” saith Rosin, 
* Tis tackle he shall tine, 
And yield it to his Master, 
Be it never so fine! 
(For no man will I spare,* 
So drink I ale or wine! ) 
nd bear a buffet on his head 
iwis right all bare.” « 
And all that fell in Ropin’s lot, 
He smote them wondrous sore. 
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Twice RoBin shot about, 
And ever he cleaved the wand; 
And so did gdod “ Gitprrt, ’ 
With the good white hand.” 
Little Jou and good Scaruriock, 
For nothing would they spare. 
When they failed of the garland 
Rosin smote them full sore. 
At the last shot, that Rosin shot 
For all his friends’ fare ; 
Yet he failed of the garland 
Three fingers and more. 
Then bespake good GILBERT, 
And thus he ’gan say, 
“ Master,” he said, “ your tackle is lost, 
Stand forth and take your pay !” 
“ TF it be so,” said Rosin, 
That may no better be; 
Sir Abbot, I deliver thee mine arrow! 
I pray thee, Sir, serve thou me!” 
“Tt falleth not for mine order,” said our King, 
“Rosin, by thy leave, 
For to smite no good yeoman, 
For doubt I should him grieve.” 
“ Smite on boldly,” said Rosin, 
 ]agive thee large leave!” 
Anon our King, with that word, 
He foldedwp his sleeve, - 
rind such g buffet Lt gave Rozrn, 
'o ground he yede full near. 
“T make mine avow to God,” said Rosin, 
“Thou art a Stalwart frere | 
There is pith in tftine arm,” said Rosrn, 
“I trow thou canst well shoot.” 


Thus our King and“*Rosin Hoop, 
Together then they met. 
Rosin beheld our comely King, 
Wistly in the face : 
So did Sir Rrcuarp ar rm Luz, 
And kneeled down in that place, 
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And so did all the wild outlaws, 
When they see them kneel, ‘ 
“My Lord, the King of Iéngland, 
Now I know you well.” : 
“Mercy, then, ROBIN,” said ou: King, 
“Under your tiystel tree, 
Of thy goodness and thy grace, 
For my men and me!” 
“Yes, for God!” said Ronin, 
“and also God me save! 
Task meicy, my Loid the King, 
And foy my men I cave!” 
Ves, for God!” then said om King, 
“And thereto ’sent I me; 
With that thou leave the green*wood, 
And all thy company ; 
And.come home, Sir, to my Couit, 
And there dwell with me.” 
“T make mine avow to God!” said Rosin, 
“ And right so shall it be, 
I will come to your Court, 
Your service for to see! 
And bring with me, of my men, 
Seven scoie and three, 
But me like well your service,’ 
I come again full soon ; . 
And shoot at the dun deer 
As I wont to done.” * 


C The eighth, fytte, 


4 Ast thou any green cloth,” said our King, 
} “ Vhat thou wilt sell now 1o me?” 
“Yea, for God! ™ said Rosin, 
| “Thirty yards and three.” 
“ Rosin,” said our King, 
“ Now pray I thee! € 
Sell me some of that cloth 
“To me and my meiny” 
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“Yes, for God!” then said Rosin, 

* Or else I were a fool! 

Another day ye will me clothe, 

I trow against the yule.” 
The King cast off his cowl then, 

A green garment he did on, 

And every knight also, i-wis, 

Another had full soon. 

When they were clothed in Lincoln green, 

They cast away thei giay. 
“ Now we shall to Nottingham | 

All thus,” our King ’gan say. » 
Their bows bent, and forth they went, 

Shooting all in-fere . 

Toward the town of Nottingham, 

Outlaws as they were. 
Our King and Rosin rode together, 

For sooth as I you say, 

And they shot Pluck-buffet, 

As they went by the way. 

And many a buffet our King won 

Of Rosin Hoop that day ; 

And nothing spated good Rosin 

Our King in his pay. 
“So God me help!” said our King, 

‘«@hy game is nought to lere; 

I should not get a shot of thee, 

, Though Pshoot all this year!” ‘ 


« 

All the people of Nottingham, 
‘They stood and beheld, 
They saw nothing but mantles of gieen 
That covered all the ficld: 
Then every man to other ’gan say, 

“J dread our King pe slone; 
Come Rosin Hoop to the town, ywis 
In life he left never one!” 
» Full hastily they began to flee, 
Both yeomen aad knaves, 
And old wives that might evil go 
Thay ifippéd on their staves. 
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The King laughed full fast, 
And commanded them again: , 
When they see our comely King 
I-wis they were full fain. 
‘They eat and drank and made them glad, 
And sang with notés high. 
Then bespake our comely King 
To Sir RicHarp at Tue Lae: 
He gave him there his land again; 
A good man he bade him be, 
Rosin thanked our comely King 
And set him on his knee. 


Had Rosin dwelled in the King’s Court 
But twelve months and thret ; 
That he had spent.an hundred pound, 
And all his men’s fee. 

In every place where Ropin came, 
Evermore he laid down, 

Both for Knights and for Squires 
To get him gieat renown. 

By then the year was all agone 

He had no man but twain, 

Little Joun and good ScAtHELocK 
With him all for to gone. ‘ 

Rosin saw young men shock 

Full far upon a day. 

“ Alas,” then said good Ronin, * 
“ My wealth is went away | e 
Sometime I was an archer good, 

A stiff, and cke a strong, 

I was counted the best arghér * 
That was in merry England, 
Alas,” then said good Ronin, 

“ Alas, and well a wo 

I¢T dwell longer with the King, 
Soriow will me slo!” 

Forth then went Rozin Hoon, 
Till he came to our King: ¢ 
“My Lord the King of England, 
Grant me mine asking} 
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Worde, about rszo., 


I made a chapel in Bernysdale, 
That seemly is to see: 
It is of Mary MAGDALENE; 
And thereto would I be! 
J might never in this seven night 
No time to sleep ne wink ; 
Neither all these seven days 
Neither eat ne drink: 
Me longeth sore to Bernysdale. 
I may not be therefro, 
Barefoot and woolward I have hight 
Thither for to go.” 
“Tf it be so,” then said our King, 
“Tt thay no better be | 
Seven nights I give thee leave, 
No longer, to dwell from me.” 
“Grammercy, Lord!” then said Rosin, 
And set him on his knee, 
He took his leave full courteously 
To green wood then went he. 


‘When he came to green wood 
In a merry morning, 
‘There he heard the notés small 
Of birds, merry singing. 
« “Tt is far gone,” said Rosin, 
“ That I was last here. 
Me list*a little fgr to shoot 
At theedun deer.” 
Ronin slew a full great hart, 
His horn then ’gan he blow, 
That all tie oytlaws of that forest, 
That horn could they know. 
And gathered them together 
In a little throw, 
Seven score of wight young men 
Came ready on a row, 
And fair did off their hoods 
And set ghene on their knee. 
“Welcome |" they said, “our Master 
UWaydtr this green-wood tree!” i 
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Rosin dwelled in green wood 
‘Twenty years and two ; - 
For all dread of Epwarp our King 
Again would he not go. 

Yet was he beguiled 1-wis 
Through a wicked woman, 

The Prioress of Kirkesley. 

That nigh was of his kin, 

For the love of a Knight, 

Sir Rocer of Donkesley. 

That was her own special 

(Full avil might they thee!) 
They took together their counsel 
Rosin Hoop for to slee, 

And how they might best do thft deed 
His banes for to he. 


Then bespake good Rosin, 
In place where as he stood, 
“To.morrow, I must to Kirkesley 
Craftily to be let blood!” 
Sir Roger of Doncaster, 
By the, Prioress he lay: 
And there they betrayed good Rosin Hoon 
Through their false play. 


e 
Curist have mercy on his soul! 
(That digd on the rood) 
For he was a good outlaw, 
And did poor men much good, 


@ Explicit, Bing Coward and Bovin ood anv 
Little Jobn, Jmprinted at London in sleet street 
at the sign of the Sun, Wy Gapnken ve Teovae, 


Enghsh Carols. 
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Oxford. ] 
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English Carols. 


From a Manuscript at Balliol College, Oxford. 


Maier, ora filtum, 
ut dost hoc exilinm 
nobis donet gaudium 
beatorum omnium lt 


AIR maiden, who is this bairn 

That thou bearest in thine arm? 

Sir it is a Kinges,Son, 

That in Heaven above doth wone. 
Mater, ora, ete, 





Man to father he hath none, 

But Himself God alone! 

Of aymaiden He would be born, 

To gave mankind that was forlorn | 
Mater, ora, ete. 


The Kiags brought him presents, 

Gold, myrrlf, and frankincense 

To my Son full of might, 

King of Kings and Lord of right} 
_  Mate?, ora, ete. 


Fair maiden pray for us 

Unto thy Son, sweet Jesus, 

That le Will send us of His grace 

Tp heaven on high to havea place! . 
° Mater, ora, ett, 
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Ave Maria, now say we so, + 
Matd and mother were never no mol 


@ AUDE Marta! Christes mother, 

Mary mild of thee I mean; 

Thou bare my Lord, thou bare my brother, 

Thou bare a lovely child and clean! 

Thou stoodest full still without blin 

When in thy ear that errand was done so, 

Tho gracious God thee light within, 
Gabrielis nuncio| 





Gaude Maria! [preva]lent with grace 
When Jesus thy Son on thee was bore, 
Full nigh thy breast thou gan Tim brace, 
He sucked, IIe sighed, IIc wept full sore, 
Thou fed’st the flower that never shall fade 
With maiden’s milk, and sung theieto 
Lullay, my sweet! I bare thee, babe! 

Cum pudoris lio, 


Gaude Maria! thy mirth was away, 
When Christ on cross, thy Son, gan die, 
Full dolefully on Good Thiday, 
That many a mother’s son it sy. 
11is blood us broughtdrom carg and strife 
Tlis watery wound us washed from woe, 
The third day from death to life 

lulget resurrectio, e 


Gaude Maria! shou bird so bright, 

Brighter than blosgom that bloweth on hill! 

Joyfull thou were to see that sight, 

When the Apostles, so sweet of will, 

All and some did shriek full shrill 

When the fairest of shape weyt you fro, 

From earth to heaven he styed full still, 
Motu quod fertur proprio. ° .¢ 
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Gaude Maria! thou rose of Ryse! 
Maiden and mother both gentle and free, 
Precious princess, peerless of price, 
Thy bower is next the Trinity! 
Thy Son as law asketh a right, 
In body and soul thee took Him to, 
Thou reignes with Him right as we find. 
In coeli palatio, 


Now, blessed bird, we pray thee a boon, 
Before thy Son for us thou fall, 
And pray Him, as He was on the rod done 
And for us drank eisell and gall, 
That we may wone within that wall 
Wherever is well without woe, 
And grant that grace unto us all. 

Ln perenni gaudio. 


Of a rose, a lovely vose 
And of a rose I sing a song] 


A EARKEN to me both old and young, 

How rose began to spring, 

fA fairer rose to my liking 

Sprung there never in Kinges land, 
e 





Six branches are on that rose beme, 

They be both brigh¢“and sheen. 

The rose is called Mary, heaven queen, 
Of her bosom a blossom sprung. 


The first branch was of great might, 
That sfruné on Christmas night! 
_Thg star shone over Bethlehem bright,. 
That men might see both broad and long. 
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The second branch was of great honour, 
It was sent fiom heaven tower | 
Blessed be that fair flower, 

Break tt shall the fiendes bonds } 


The third branch wide spread, 
There Mary lay in her bed, 
The bright stream three Kings led 
To Bethlem there that branch they found, 


The fourth branch sprung into hell, 
The fiendes boast for to fell, 
There might no soul therein dwell, 
Blessed be that time that branch gan spring | 


The fifth branch was fair in foot, 
That sprung to heaven, top and root, 
There to dwell and be our bote, 

And yet is seen tn priestes hands. 


The sixth branch by and by, 

It is the five joys of mild Mary] 

Now Christ save all this company, 
And send us good life and long t 


Make me merry both more and less, 
For now ts the time of Christymas! 


ran liv no man comg into this hall, 





d 


Groom, page, per ey marshall, 
But that some spért he bring withal | 
Lor now ts the time of Christias! 


If that he say, he can not, sing, 

Some other sport then let hifi bring! 

That it may please al this feasting | 
For now ts the time of Christtnas! 


Yrom a Balliol 
MS of c. 1540, 
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If he say he can naught do, 
Then for my love ask him no mol 
But to the stocks then let him go! 
For now ts the time of Christmas! 


Can I not sing but Hoy! 
The jolly shepherd made so much joy! 


HE shepherd upon a hill he sat, 


He had on him his tabard and his hat, 
His tar-box, his pipe, and his flagat, 
His name was called Jolly, Jolly Wat! 
For he was a good herds~-boy, 
Ut hoy | 
For in his pipe he made so much joy. 
Can I uot sing but hoy. 


The shepherd upon a hill was laid, 
His dog to his girdle was tayd, 
He had not slept but a little braid 
But “gloria in excelsis” was to him said 
Ut hoy! 
For in his pipe he made so much joyt 
Can I not sing, ete, 


The shepherd on a hill he stood, 
Roun& about hjm his sheep they yode, 
He pfit his hand under his hood, 
He saw a star as red as blood. 
«  Uthoy! 
For in h® pipe he made so much joy, 
Can I not sing, etc, 


Now farewell Mal]/Zand also Will, 
For my love go ye all still, 
Unto I come again you till, 
And ever more will ring well thy bell. 
ry « Ut hoy ! 
For in his pipe he made so much joy! 
Can I not sing, ete, . 
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Now must I go there Christ was born, 
Farewell} 1 come again to-morn, 
Dog, keep well my sheep fro the corn | 
And warn well Warroke when I blow my horn! 
Ut hoy! 
For in his pipe he made so much joy! 
Can I not sing, ete. 


When Wat to Bethichem come was, 
He sweat, he had gone faster than a pace, 
He found Jesus in a simple place, 
Between an ox and an ass. 
Ut hoy! 
For in [his] pipe he rade so much joy} 
Can I not sing, elt. 


The shepherd said anon right; 
I will go see yon farly sight, 
Where as the angel singeth on height, 
And the star that shincth so bright! 
Ut hoy! a 
For jn [his] pipe he made so much joy! 
Can F not sing, ett. 


Jesus, I offer to thee here my pipe, 
My skirt, my tatbox and my serip, 
Home to my fellows new will I skip, $ 
And also look unto my sheep! 
Ut hoy! 
For in his pipe he madeaso much joy | 
Can 1 not sin, ete, 


* me 
Now farewell, mir own herds-man Wat! 
Yea, fore God, Jady, even so I hat! 
Lull well Jesus in thy lap, 
And farewell Joseph, with thy round capd 
Ut hoy} ce 
Fos in his pipe he made so much joy | 
Can I not sing, ete, * f 
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Now may I well both hope and sing, 
For I have been at Christ’s bearing, 
Home to my fellows now will I fling, 
Christ of heaven to His bliss us bring! 
Ut hoy} 
For in his pipe he made so much joy! 
Can I not sing, ete, 


e 
Now have good day, now have good day ! 
I am Christings, and now I go my way t 


ey ERE have 1 dwelt with more and less, 
{}{{) From Hallow-tide til! Candlemas! 
1 
= 





And now must I from you hence pass, 
Now have good day ! 


1 take my leave of King and Knight, 

And Earl, Baron, and lady bright! 

To wilderness I must me dight! 
Now have good day! 


And gt the good lord of this hall, 
I take my leave, and of guestes aK | 
Methinks I hear Lent doth call, 
Now have good day! 
° 


And at every worthy officer, 
, Marshall, panter, ang: butler, 
I take my leave agfor this year, 
Now have good day) 


Another year I trust I shall 

Make merry in this hall! 

Tf rest and peace in England may fall! 
%,° Now have good day ! 


go 





Enguisu Caro.ns, Hailten bolore 
But often times I have heard say, 
That he is loth to part away, 
That often biddeth “have good day!” 
Now have good day! 


Now fare ye well all in-fere | 

Now fare ye well for all this year, 

Yet for my sake make ye good cheer! 
Now have good day! 


Now sing we with angels 
Gloria in excelsts | 


Baz is born to bliss us bring; 
I heard a maid lullay and sing ; 
She said “dear Son, leave thy weeping, 
Thy Father is the King of bliss,” 
Now sing we, etc. 


“Lullay,” she said and sang also, 
“Mine own dear Son, why art thou woe? 
Have I not done as I should do? 
Thy grievance tell mg what it ts.” 
Now sing we, etc. « 


“Nay, dear mother, for thee weep I nought, 
But for the woe that shall be wrought 
To me, or I mankind have bought, 
Was never sorré>y like it, i-wis,” 
Now sing i, etc. 


“ Peace, dear Son, tell me not so! 

Thou art my child, I have no mo! 

Should I sce men mine ofvn Son slo? 

Alas, my dear Son, what means this?” 
Now sing we, ete, 


Some Pallet Enerisn Carons gt 
“My hands, mother, that ye may see, 
Shall be nailed unto a tree! 
My feet also fast shall be; 
Men shall weep that shall see this!" 
Now sing we, etc 


“ Ah, dear Son, hard is my hap! 

See my child that sucked my pap, 

His hands, his feet that I did wrap 

Be so nailed, that never did amiss !" 
Now sing we, ete, 


* Ah, dear mother, yet shall a spear 

My heart insunder all to-tear ; 

No wonder if I carefull were, 

And weep full sore to think on this!” 
Now sing we, etc. 


“ Ah, dear Son, shall I see this? 
Thou art my child and I thy mother, i-wis ! 
When Gabriel called me, full of grace, 
He told me nothing of this!" 
Now sing we, etc. 


* Ah, dear mother, through my hair 

To thrust in thorns they will not spare! 

Alas, mother, I am full of care 

That fe shall see this heaviness! "« 
Now sing we, ete, 


“ Ah dear,Son, leave thy weeping | 
Thou bringst ¢ny heart in great mourning ; 
A careful song now may I sing, , 
This tidings hard togfne it is!” 
Now sing wf, etc, 


“ Ah, peace, dear mother, I thee pray}! 
And comfort me all that ye may, 
And sing ‘By by, lullay lullay,’ 

po Put away all heaviness.” 

. Now sing we, etc. 
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Caput apri refero 
Resonens laudes domino, 


HE boar’s head in hands I bring, 
# With garlands gay and birds singing! 
I pray you all help me to sing, 

Qué estis tn convivio | 





The boar’s head I understand, 

Is chief service in all this land, 

Wheresocver it may be found, 
Servitur cum sinapio 


The boar’s head I dare well say, 

Anon after the twelfth day, 

Iie taketh his leave and gocth away |} 
Exivit tune de patrial 


T pray you be merry and sing with me, 
In worship of Christ's Nativity / 


NTo this world this day did come 

Jesus Christ, both God and man, 

Jord and servant in one persog, 

Bérn of the blessed Virgin Magy | 
T pray, ete. 





Ie that was rich without agy need 
Appeared in this worl#in right poor weed, 
To make us, that were poor indeed, 
Rich without aft need truly! 

T pray, ete. 


A stable was his chamber, a crach was his bed, 

He had not a pillow to lay under His head, 

With maiden’s milk that ‘babé was fed, 

In poor clothes was lapped the Lerd Almighty | 
f pry, tle of 
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A noble lesson here is us taught, 
To set all woildly riches at nought! 
But pray we that we may be thither bronght 
Where riches is everlastingly | 
t pray, ete. 


EXPLIcIT, 


Noel, nobl, noel, notl 1 
This is the salutation of Gabriel! 


IDINGS true 
There be come new, 
Sent from the Trinity, 
By Gabriel from Nazareth 
A city of Galilee | 
A-clean maiden, 
A pure virgin, 
By her humility 
Hath born the Person 
Second in divinity ! 

Nott! 





When that He presented was 

Before her fair visage, 

In most demure and goodly wise 

He did to her homage! 

“T amtsent, Lady, 

From heaven so high, 

That Lord’s heritage, 

For He of*thee 

Now born will be, 

I am sent on the meggage!” 
Noel! 7 


" Hail, Virgin celestial ! 
The meekest that ever was 
Hail, temple of the Deity 
Hail, Virgin pure | 

5 flee ensure, 
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Within a little space 

Thou shalt conceive, 

And Him receive 

That shall bring great solace,” 
Nott! 


. 


Then bespake the Virgin again, 
And answered womanly, 
“Whatsoever my Lord commandeth me 
I will obey truly! 
Ecce, sum humillima 
fAncilla domini, 
Secundum verbum tuum 
fiat mihilt 
Nol! 


Man, move thy mind and poy this feast, 
Verttas de terva orta est! 


4 I came by the way 


I saw a sight seemly to see, 
Three shepherds ranging ina kay, 
Upon the field keeping their fee, 
A star, they said, they did espy, 
Casting the beams out of the cast, 
And angels making melod 

Veritas de terracorta est / 


Upon that sigteghey were aghast, 
Saying these woNs, as I say thee: 
“To Bethlehem shortly let us haste, 
And there we shall the trutle see!” 
The angel said unto them all three, 
To their comfort or ever*be cbased, 
“ Consolamint and merry be, 

Veritas de terra orta est wa 


From a Baltiot 
Mg. Of c. 1340 
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From heaven, out of the highest see, 
Righteousness hath taken the way, 
With mercy meddled plenteously, 
And so conceived in a may, 
Miranda res this is in fay | 
So saith the prophet in his gest; 
Now is He born, scripture doth say: 
Veritas de terra orta est! 


Then passed the shepherds from that place, 
And followed by the starres beam, 
That was so bright afore their face,® 
It brought them straight unto Bethlem, 
So bright ig shone, on all the realm 
Till they came there they would not rest, 
To Jewry and Jerusalem! 
Veritas de terra orta est 


All this time this song ts best: 
Verbum caro factum est! 


@His night there is a child born 


That sprang out of Jesse's thorn ; 
We must sing and say theteforn 
Verbum caro factum est! 


‘ 
Jesussis the chfid’s name, 
And Mary mild is his dame ; 
All our sorrow shall turn to game, 
Perbugy: cavo factum est! 


It fell upon high midnight, 

The stars shone bof fair and bright, 

The angels sang with all their might 
Verbum caro factum est! 


Now kneel we down on our knee, 
And pray We to the Trinity, 
Our help, our succour for to be! 
Verbum caro factum est! 


96 Eneuisyu Canons, Wrltten before 


1800, 


Now sing we, sing we, 
Gloria tibi domine! 


yl TRIST keep us all, as he well can, 
Bil A solis ortus cardine | 
Vor IIe is both God and man, 
Qui natus est de virgine | 
Séne we, ete, 





As Ue is Lord both day and night, 
¢enter pucellae baiulat, 
So is Mary mother of might, 
Secreta quac non noverate 

Sing we, ete. 


The holy breast of chastity, 
verbo concepit filium, 
So brought before the Trinity, 
Ut castitatis lilium t 

Sing we, ete, 


Between an ox and an ass 

cnixa est puerpera ; 

In poor clothing clothed Ile was 

[Qui] regnat super acthera | 
Sing we, ete, 


Iexpricit 


The Examination 
of Paster William Thorpe, priest, 
of heresy, before Thomas Arundell, 

Alrchbishop of Canterbury, 
the vear of our Lord, 
wm.eCCC, and 
. Seven, 


@ The Examination 
of. the honourable Knight, Sir Hohn 
Oldcastle, Lord Cobbam, burnt 
by the satd Alrcehbishop,* in 
thefirst year of Wstrg 
henry the sifth. 


@ Be no move ashamed to Hear it, than pe tere 
and he, to Do ff, 


[* This is incorrect, Archbishop ARUNDELL condemned Sir Joun OLD- 
CASTLE on September 25th, 1413, who was then sent to the Tower 1 S80 
Dp. 125, 1$2: fiom which he escaped ; and being recaptured in WalZ7in 
1417, was burnt on the r4th December of that year, But in the mean- 
time, Archbishop ARUNDELL had died on the 14th February, 14143 and « 
HENRY CHICELEY had become Archbishop.) a4 
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@ Unto the Christtan Reader, 


RACE and peace in our Lord Fesus Curist. Read 
herve with judgement, good Reader ! the Examination 
of the blessed Man of GOD, and there thou shalt 

Bi casily perceive wherefore our Eoly Church (as the 

pe anholy sort of all the people will be called) Make all their 

examinations in darkness 5 : all the lay people clean excluded from 
theiy counsels. 

For if their lies had been openly confuted, and also that the 
Accused of Heresy might as well have been admitted to reason 
theiy Articles with Counsel, whether they were heresy or not), as 
the Accused of Treason against the King is aduuited to his Couneit 
to confute Is cause and Articles, whether they be treason or not, 
they should never have murdered nor prisoned so inany good 
Christian men as they have done. 

For their cloaked lies could never have continued so long in the 
light, as they have done in corners. They, good men! when they 
come tn the pulpit, and preach against the Truth, cry, “If their 
learning Ui é. of the Protestants} were good and true, they would 
never go in corners § but speab it openly 1” 4 

Wherewnto I answer, that besides that Curisv and his Apostles 
were contpelled (for because of the furiousness of their fathers, the 
Bishops and Priests, which, only, that time also, world be called 
Holy Chawch) oftentimes for to walk secretly, and absent them- 
selves, and give place to their malice. Yet we have daily examples, 
of more than one or two, that have not spared nov feared for to 
speak, and also [to] preach openly the Truth ; which have been taken 
of them, prisoned, and brent; besides others that for fear of death, 
have abjtved and carried faggots. Of whose Articles «iid 
Examination there is no layman that can shew a word. : 

Who can ml wherefore, not many years past, there were Seven 





roo Deatus or srven ar Covuntry, &c, [Tale 


burnt in Coventry on one day? Who can tell wherefore that 
goot priest aud holy martyr, Sty \tha reverend) Tuoaras 
ITITTON was brent, now this yeay, at Maidstone in Kent? 1 
am sure, nomant Toy this is thely cast (contrivance| coer when 
they have put to death or punished any man: after their secret 
Examinations, to slander him of such things as he never thought ; 
as they may do well enough, seeing there is no man to contrary 
then, 

Wherefore I exhort thee, good brother! whosoever thon be that 
veadest this igatise, mark it well, and consider it seriously 1 and 
there thou shalt find, not only what the Church ds, their doctrine 
of the Sacrament, the Worshipbing of Images, Pilgrimage, Con- 
Jession, Swearing, and Paying of Tithes’s but also thou mayest see 
what strong and substantial arguments of Scripture and Doctors, 
and what clerkly reasons my Lord the head and Primate of the 
Holy Church in England (as he will be taken) bringeth against 
this poor, foolish, simple, and mad losell, knave, and heretic, as he 
calleth him. And also the very cause wherefore all their Lxamina- 
tions are made im darkness. 

And the Lord of all Light shalt lighten thee with the candle of 
His grace, for to see the Truth! Amen. 


@ This I have corrected and put forth in the English that 
now is eised in England, for our Southern mon 3 
nothing thereto adding, ne yet therefrom 
minishing. nd I intend hereafter, 
with the help of GOI) te put it 
forth in his awn old English, 
which shall well serve, I 
doubt not, both for the 
Northern men and 
the faithful 
brethren 
of Scot- 
land, 
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CWAlliam of Thorpe’s 
Areface.] 


Iz LORD GOD that knoweth all things, 
wotteth well that Iam right sorrowlul for 
to wrile or make known this Sentence 
beneath written, where that af mine even 
Christian, set in high state and dignity, so 
great,blindness and malice may be known; 
that they, that presume of themselves to 
destroy vices and to plant in men virtues, neither dread 
to offend GOD, nor Inst {desive] to please Him: as their 
works shew. For, certes, the bidding of GOD and His 
Law (which, in the praising of His most Holy Name, Ie 
commandeth to be known and kept of all men and women, 
young and old; after the cunning and power that He hath 
given to them), the Prelates of this land and their ministers, 
with the comente [community] of priests chielly consenting to 
them, enforce them most busily to withstand and destroy the 
holy Ordinance of GOD. And therethrough, GOD is greatly | 
wroth and moved ,to take hard vengeance, no} only on them* 
that do.the evil, irut also on*them all that consent to the Anti« 
christ’s limbs 5 which know or might know their malice and 
their falsehood, and fadjdress them not to withstand their 
malice and great pride. * 





Nevertheless, four things moveth me to write this Sentence 
beneath, 


The first thing, that moveth me hercto is this, that whore, 
as #& was known to certain friends that I came from ihe 
prison of Shrewsbury, and (as it befell in dced), that I. 
shouldeto the prison of Canterbury ; then divets friends, 
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in divers places, spake to me full heartfully and full 
tenderly, and commanded me then, if it so were that I 
should be examined before the Archbishop of Canrer- 
bury, that, if I might in any wise, I should write mine 
Apposing and mine Answering. And I promised to my 
special friends, that if I might, I would gladly do their 
biddings, as I might. 


‘The second thing that moveth me to write this Sentence is 
this. Divers friends which have heard that T have been 
examin@d before the Archbishop, have eome to me in 
prison and counselled me busily, and coveted greatly that 
I should do the same thing. Amd other brethren have 
sent to me, and required me, on GOD’s behalf! that I 
should write out and make known both mine Apposing 
and mine Answering ‘for the profit that,” as they say, 
“over my [ac]knowledging may come thereof.” But 
this, they bade me, that I should be busy in all my wits 
to go as near the Sentence and the words as I could; 
both that were spoken to me, and that I spake: upfon] 
adventure this Writing came another time, before the 
Archbishop and his Council, And of this counselling I 
was right glad! for in my conscience, I was moved to do 
this thing; and to ask hereto the special help of GOD, 

And sodhen, I considering, the great desire of divers 
friends of sundry places, according all fh one; I ovcupied 
all my mind and my wits so busily, thai through GOD's 
grace, I perceived by their meaning and their charitable 
desire some profit might come therethrough. 

For Soothfastness and ‘rath hath these conditions. 
Wherever it is impugned, it hath a sweet smell, and 
thereof comes a sweet savour, And the more violent the 
enemies [ad}dress themselves to oppress and to with- 
stand the Truth, the greater and the swecter smell 
cometh thereof. And therefore this heavenly smell of 
GOD"s Word will not, as a smoke, pass ayy with the 
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wind; but it will descend and rest in some clean soul 
that thirsteth thereafter. 

And thus, some deal, by this Writing, may be perceived, 
through GOD’s grace, how that the enemies of the 
Truth, standing boldly in their malice, enforce them to 
withstand the freedom of Curist’s Gospel; for which 
freedom, Curisr became man, and shed his heart's 
blood, And therefore it is great pity and soirow that 
many men and women do their own wayward will; nor 
busy them not to know nor to do the pleasant will of GOD. 

Ye men and women that hear the ‘Truth atid Soothfast- 
ness, and hear or knowof this, perceiving what is now in the 
Church, ought the%ethrough to be the more moved in all 
their wits to able them to grace, and set lesser price by 
themselves: that they, without tarrying, forsake wilfully 
[voluntarily] and bodily all the wictchedness of this life; 
since they know not how soon, nor when, nor where, nor 
by whom GOD will teach them, and assay their patience. 
For, no doubt, who that ever will live pitcously, that is 
charitably, in Crist Jesu shall suffer now, here in this 
life, persecution in one wise or another, that is, if we 
shall be saved. 

It behoveth us to imagine full busily, the vilite and 
foulness of sin, and how the LORD GOD is displeased, 
therefore: afd of thie vilite of hideousness of sin, it be- 
hoveth us to busy us in all our wits for to abhor and hold 
in our mind a great shame of sin, ever! and so then we 
owe [ought] to sorrqw heartily therefore, and ever flying 
all occasion thereof, And then fit] behoveth us to take 
upon us sharp penance, continuing therein, for Lo obtain 
of the LORD, forgiveness of our foicdone sins, and 
grace to abstain us hereafter from sin] And but if 
except} we enforce us to do this wilfully and in cop- 
venient time, the LORD (if He will not utterly destroy 
and cast us away!) will, in divers manners, moye,, 
tyrants against us, for to constrain us violentty fow to do 


104 Tyis STORY MAY STARTLE SOME CONscIENcEs, [Tee 


penance, which we would not do wilfully. And, trust! 
that this doing is a special grace of the LORD, and a 
great token of life and mercy ! 

And, no doubt, whoever will not apply himself, as is 
said before, to punish himself wilfully, neither will suffer 
patiently, meckly, and gladly the rod of the LORD, 
howsoever that He will punish him: their wayward 
wills and their impatience are unto them carnest of ever- 
lasting damnation. 

But because there are but few in number that do able 
them thfs faithfully to grace, for to live here simply and 
purely, and without gall of malice and of grudging, 
herefore the lovers of this world*hate and pursue them 
that they know patient, meek, chaste, and wilfully poor, 
hating and fleeing all worldly vanities and fleshly lusts, 
For, surely, their virtuous conditions are even contrary 
to the manners of this world. 


Yhe third thing that moveth me to write this Sentence is 
this. I thought I shall busy me in myself to do faith- 
fully, that all men and women occupying all their 
business in knowing and in keeping of GOD's com- 
mandments, able them so to grace, that they might 
understand truly the ‘Truth, and have and use virtue and 
prudence sand so to serve tf be lightened from above 
with heavenly wisdom ; so that all thei? words an’ their 
works may be hereby made pleasant sacrifices unto the 
LORD GOD; and not only fog bekp for their own souls, 
but also for edification of all Iloly Church. 

For I doubt not but all they that will apply them to 
have this foresaid business shall profit full mickle both 
to fricnds and to foes, Tor some enemies of the ‘Truth, 
through the grace of GOD, shall, through charitable 
folks, be made astonied in their conscience, anf perad- 
venture converted from vices to virtues; and also they 
that labour to know and to keep faithfully (he biddings 
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of GOD, and to suffer patiently all adversities, shall 
hereby comfort,many friends. 


And the fourth thing that moveth me to write this Sentence 
is this, I know my sudden and unwarned Apposing 
and Answering that all they that will of good heart 
without feigning able themselves wilfully and gladly, 
after their cunning and their power, to follow Curist 
patiently, travailing busily, privily and apertly, in work 
and in word, to withdraw whomsoever tbat they may 
from vices, planting in them (if they may) virtues, com- 
forting them and furthering them that standeth in grace; 
so that therewith they be not borne up into vainglory 
through presumption of their wisdom, nor enflamed with 
any worldly prosperity; but ever meck and patient, 
purposing to abide steadfastly in the Will of GOD, 
suffering wilfully and gladly, without any grudging 
whatsoever, the rod the LORD will chastise hem with, 

Then this good LORD will not forget to comfort all such 
men and women in all their tribulations, and at every 
point of temptation that any enemy puiposeth for to do 
against them ((to] such faithful lovers specially, and patient 
followers of Crist), the LORD sendeth Uis wisdom 
from above to them] which the adversarics of the ‘Trutl? 
may not kafow nor Andersiand ; but through their old 
and new unshamefast sins, those tyrants and encmics of 
Soothfastness shall be so blinded and obstinate in evil, 
that they shall &ccis themselves to do pleasant sacrifices 
unto the LORD GOD in their malicious and wrongful 
pursuing and destroying of innocent men’s and women’s 
bodies; which men and women for their very virtuous 
living and for their true knowledging of the ‘uth and 
their patient, wilful, and glad suffering of persecution for 
righteousness, deserve through the grace of GOD to 
be heirs of the endless bliss of heaven. Fs ss 

Antefor [on account ofthe fervent desire and the great 
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love that those men have, as to stand in Soothfastness 
and witness of it, Lhough they be, suddenly and unwarned, 
brought forth to be Apposed of their adversaries: the 
VIOLY GUOST yet, that moveth and ruleth them, 
through Elis charity, will, in the hour of their Answering, 
speak in them, and shew Ilis wisdom, that all their 
enemies shall not again say [gazusay] and against stand 
lawfully [by vig ht}. 

And therefore all they that are stedfast in the faith of 
GOD, yea, gvhich (through diligent keeping of His com. 
mandments, and for their patient suffering of whatsoever 
adversity thal cometh lo them) hope surely in His mercy, 
putposing to sland continually in perlect charity; for those 
men and women dread not so the adversities of this life, that 
they will fear (afler their cunning and their power) to 
(ac]knowledge prudently the truth of GOD’s Word! when, 
where, and to whom that they think their (ac}knowledging 
may profit, Yea, and though therefore, persecution come to 
them, in one wise or another, certes, they patiently take it! 
knowing their conversation to be in heaven. 

It is a high reward and a special grace of GOD for to 
have and enjoy as the everlasting inheritance of heaven, for 
the suffering of one peisecution in so short a time as is the 

*term of this life. Tor, lo, this heavenly heritage and end- 
less reward is the LORD GOD Ifimself! fyhich is the best 
thing that may be. ‘his Sentence witnesseth the LORD 
GOD Himself, whereas Le said to AnRaniAM, I am thy mede! 
And as the LORD said Ie was, andeis the mede of ABRATIAM; 
so ITe is of all [lis other saints. 

This most blessed and best mede He grant to us all! for 
His holy name, that made us of nought, and sent His only 
most dear worthy Son, our Lord Jesu Crist, for to redeem 

us with Tis most precious 
heart's blood. 
Amen, 
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[The Cramination of str 
GAMliam of Thorpe] 


Nown be it to all men that read or hear 
this Writing bencath, that on the Sunday 
next [August 7th} after the least of St. Peter 
that we call Lammas [A ngagt Ist], in the 
year of our Lord a thousand four hundred 
seventh year, I, Wu.LtAM of Thorpe, being 
in pwison in the castle of Saltwood [near 
Hythe, in Kent), was brought before Tomas 

ARUNDELL, Archbishop of CanTErBury, and [Lord] Chan- 

cellor then of England. 

And when that Icame to him, he stood in a great chamber, 
and much people [were] about him; and when that he saw 
me, he went fast into a closet [private room), bidding all 
secular men [laymen] that followed him, to go forth from him 
soon; so that no man was left then in that closet, but the 
Archbishop himself, a physician that was called MALVuREN 
fie. JOHN MALVERNE, S.T.P.], Parson of St. Dunstan’s 
(Church, in Tower Street] in London, and two other persons 
unknown to me, which were Ministers of the Law [#0 the 
Canon Law + later on, they are called Clorks, t.0.. Chaplains). + 

Archbishop, And I stagding before them, by and by, the 
Archbishop said to me,  Wiiuram | [ know well, that thou 
hast, this twenty winter and more [i.e., from before 1387], tra- 
velled about busily, in the North country and in other divers 
countries [counties] of Enyland, sowing about false doctrine: 
having great business, if thou might, with thine untrue teach- 
ing and shrewd will, for to infect and poison all this land. But, 
through the grace of GOD! thou art now withstanded, and 
brought into my ward! so that I shall now sequester thee 
from thine evil purpose, and let [hinder] thee to envenom thg 
sheep of my Province. Nevertheless, St, Pau saith, If 
may be, as Jar as in us is, we owe [ought] to have peace with all 
men, Therefore, WittiAM | if thou wilt now, mgckly, and 
of good heal, without any feigning, kneel down and lay thy 
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hand upon a book, and kiss its promising faithfully as [ shall 

here charge thee, that ‘thou wilt submit thee to my correc. 

tion and sland to mine ordinance, and fullil it duly by all 
thy cunning and power,’ thou shalt yet find me gracious 
unto thee!” 

William, Then said I, to the Archhishop, “Sir, since ye 
deem me an heretic out of belicf, will ye give me here 
audience to tell my Belief.” 

Archbishop. And he said, “ Yea, tell on 1” 

‘William, And I said, " J believe that there ts not but one GOD 
Almighty, and in this Godhead and of this Godhead are three 
Persons that is the Father, the Son, and the soothfast TIOLY 
GHOSTLY. And I belicve that all these three Persons ave even 
in power, in cunning, and in might, full of grace and of all 
goodness ; for whatever that the Lather doth oy can ov will, 
that thing also the Son doth can and wills and in all thety 
power cunning and will, the HOLY GHOST is equal to 
the I’ather and to the Son. 

Ovey this, I believe that, through counsel of this most blessed 
Trinity (it most convenient time, before ordained), for the 
salvation of mankind, the second Person of this Trinity 
was ordaincd to take the form of Man, that ts the Kind of 
man, And I believe that this second Person, our Lord 
Fesu CHRIST was conceived, through the HOLY GITOST, 
tato the womb of the most blessed Virgin MARY without any 
man’s seed. And I believe that after wine months, CURIsT 
was born of this most blessed Virgin without any fat or 
breaking of the closter of her womb, and*without filth of her 
virg intty, a 

And I believe that Crrrisr our Savtour was circumcised in the 
eighth day after his birth, in fulfilmeyt of the Law ; and his 
name was called Jrsus, which Was called of the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb of MARY his mother. 

And I believe that Crist, as he was about thirty years old, 
twas baptized in the flood of Jordan of Jortn [the] Baptist, 
and in likeness of a dove the ITIOLY GIIOST descended 
there upon him; and a voice was heard from heaven, saying, 
Thou art my well beloved Son! In Thee, § am full 
pleased | 

dnd, I believe that Currisr was moved then by the HOLY 
GHOST for to go into [the] desert, and there te fasted forly 


Willow) A precise & aurmmntic Lontarp Crane. 109 


days and forty nights without bodily meal and drink, And 
I believe that by and by, after his fasting, when the manhood 
of Crrrist hungered, the Miend came to him and tempted him 
in gluttony, in vainglory, aud in covelise: but in all those 
temptations Curis? concluded [confounded] the I*tend and 
withstood hint. 

And then, without tarvying, Jesu began to preach, and to say 
anto the people, Do ye penance | for the Realm of [eaven 
is now at hand ! 

And I believe that Crrrrst, in all his time here, lived most holily; 
and taught the Will of Is Father most truly sand I believe 
that he suffered therefore most wrongfully, gretest reproofs 
and despisings, 

And after this, when Cyrist would make an end here, of Ins 
temporal life, I believe that, tn the day next before that he 
would suffer passion on the morn, in form of bread and wine, 
he ordained the Sacrament of lis flesh and blood, that is his 
own precious body, and gave tt to his Apostles for’ to eal, 
commanding them, and by them all their after-comers, that 
they should do tt, a this Pid that he shewed to them, ase 
themselves and teach and common forth to othey men ana 
women this most worshipful holiest Sacrament ; tn anindfulely 
ness of his holiest Living and of his most true Teaching, and 
of his wilful and patient Suffering y the most painful Passion. 

And I believe that thus, Crrrrsr our Saviour, after that he had 
ordained this most worthy Sacrament of his own precious 
body, he went forth wilfully against his enemics, and he suffered 
them most patently to lay their hands mos violently upon 
hint, and to bind him, and to lead him forth asa thief, 
and to scorn and buffet him, and all to blow ov [delfile him 
with their spittings. 

Over this, F believe Mat eCrrrrst suffered, most meekly and 
patiently, his enemies for to ding [beat] out with sharp 
scourges, the blood that was between his skin and his flesh: 
yea, without grudging, Curist suffered wicked Jews to 
crown him with most sharp thorns, and to strike him with 
avced, And, after, CurRIsT suffered wicked Fews to draw 
(lay, Aim out upon the Cross, and for to anil fim 
there, upon foot and hand; and so, through this pitiful 
nailing, Cirrist shed out wilfully, for man's life, the 
blood Mat was in his veins; and then, Curtst yave 
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wilfully his spirit into the hands ov power of his Vather. 
And so, as he would, and when he would, Currst 
died wilfully, for man’s sake, upon ‘the Cross, And note 
withstanding that Curisr was wilfully, patufully, and 
most shamefully put to death as to the world, there was 
left blood and water in his heart, as he before ordained 
that he would shed out this blood and this water for 
man’s salvation, And therefore he suffered the Yows to 
make a blind {ignorant}] Knight to thrust him into the heart 
totth a spear ; and this the blood and water that was ta his 
heart, Currst would shed out for man's love. 

And, after ts, I believe that Curtsr twas taken down from the 
Cross, and buted, 

And I believe that on the third day, by the power of his godhead, 
Currsr rose again from death to life. And forty days there 
after, I believe that CHRIST ascended up into heaven ; and that 
he there sitleth on the vight hand of GOD the I’ather Almighty. 
And the tenth day after his up going, he sent to lis A postles 
the HOLY GHOST, that he had promised them before. 

And I believe that Curisr shall come and judge all mankind, 
sone to everlasting peace, and some to everlasting pains. 

And as I believe in the Father, and in the Son, that they are one 
GOD Almighty ; so I believe in the IIOLY GHOST that ts 
also, with them, the same GOD Almighty, 

And I believe [in] an Holy Church, that is, all they that have been, 
and that now are, and always to the end of the world shall be, 
4 people the which shall endeavour them to know, and heep the 
commandments of GOD ; dreaging overeall things to offend 

OD, and loving and secking most to please Ita. ~And I 
belicue that all they that have had, and yet have, and all they 
that yet shall have the foresard virtues, surely standing in 
the Belief of GOD, hoping steadfastlyin ITis merciful domes, 
contimung to their end in perfect charily, wilfully patiently 
and gladly suffering persecutions by the example af Cuist 
chiefly and Hrs Apostles; and these have thety names written in 
the Book of Lifo. Therefore I belicvethat the gathering together 
of this people living now in this hfe, is the Ioly Church of 
GOD, fighting here on carth against the Fiend, the frosperity 
of the world, and their fleshly lusts. Wherefore, seeing that alt 
ihe gathering together of this Church beforesaid, apd every part 
thereof, netther coveteth, nor willeth, nor Touellt nor seeketh 
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anything’, but to eschew the offence of GOD, and to do Tis 
pleasing will: meckly, gladly, and wilfully, of all mine 
heart, I submit niyself unto this IIoly Church of Currrst ; to 
be ever buxom and obedient to the oridinance of st, and of every 
member thereof, after my knowledge and power, by the help of 


OD. 

Therefore I {acknowledge now, and evermore shall (if GOD will !) 
that, of all my heart, and of all my might, I will submit ine 
only to the rule and governance of them who, after my 
knowledge, I intay percewe, by the having and usiug of the 
beforesaid virtues, to be members of the Holy Church, 

Wherefore these Articles of Belief and all others, both of the Old 
Law and of the New, which, after the commandment of GOD, 
any man ought to delieve, I believe verily in amy soul, as a 
sinful deadly wretch of iny cunning and power ought to be- 
lieve; praying the LORD GOD, for His holy name, for to 
increase my belief, and help my unbelief. 

And for because, to the praising of GOD's name, I desive above 
all things to be a faithful member of Holy Church, I make 
this Protestation before you all four that are now here present, 
coveting that all men and women that [are] now absent know 
the same; that what thing socver before this time I have said 
or done, or what thing here I shall do or say at any time 
hereafter, I believe that all the Old Law and the New Law 
given and ordained by the counsel of these ihvee Persons in 

the Trinity, were pre and ‘written to [for] the salvation of 
mankind, And £ belicve these Laws are sufficient for the 
man’s salvatioy, And { believe every Article of these Laws 
tothe intent that these Articles were ordained and commanded, 
of these three Persons of the most blessed Trinity, to be believed, 
And therefore to the rule and the ordinance of these, GOD's 
Laws, meekly, glatlly, and wilfully, I submit me with all mine 
heart : that whoever can or wll, by authority of GOD's Law, 
or by open reason, tell me that I have erred, or now err, or 
any time hereafter shall err in any Article of Belief (from 
which inconvenience,GOD heep ime, for Ins goodness!) I. 
submit me to be reconciled, and to be buxom and obedient, 
antoghese Laws of GOD, and to every Article of them. For 
by authority specially of these Laws, [ will, through the grace 
of GOD, be unied [united] charitably unto these Laws. 

Yea, Sir, aif over this, I believe and admit all the Sontehces, 
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authorities, and reasons of the Saints and Doctors, according 
unto Holy Scripture, and declaring it truly, I submit me 
wilfilly and meckly to be ever obedient, after my cunning and 
power, to all these Saints and Doctors as they are obedient in 
work and in word to GOD and his Law: and further, not 
lomy knowledge; nor for any earthly power, dignity, or state, 
through the help of GOD. 


“But, Sir, I pray you tell me, if after your bidding, I 
shall lay my hand upon the book, to the intent to swear 
thereby ?” 

Archbislfp, And the Archbishop said unto me, “ Yea! 
wherefore else ?”” 

William, And I said to him, “ Sirga book is nothing else 
but a thing coupled together of diverse creatures [created 
things]; and to swear by any cieature, both GOD’s Law and 
man’s law is against. But, Sir, this thing I say here to you, 
before these your Clerks, with my foresaid Protestation, that 
how, where, when, and to whom, men are bounden to swear 
or to obey, in any wise, after GOD’s Laws, and Saints and 
good Doctors according with GOD’s Law; I will, through 
Gees grace, be ever ready thereto, with all my cunning and 
power 
; “But I pray you, Sir, for the charity of GOD] that ye 
will, before that I swear as I have rehearsed to you, tell me 
how or wheicto that I shall submit me; and shew me 

« Whereof that ye will correct me, and what is the ordinance 
that ye will thas oblige me to fulfj] ?”" 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said unto me, ‘I will, 
shortly, that now thou swear here to me, that thou shalt for- 
sake all the opinions which the Sect of Lollards hold, and is 
slandered [charged| with; so thaty after this time, neither 
privily nor apertly, thou hold any opinion which I shall, after 
that thou hast sworn, rehearse to thee here. Nor thou shalt 
favour no man nor woman, young nor old, that holdeth any 
of these foresaid opinions; but, after thy knowledge and 
power, thou shalt enforce thee to withstand all such dis- 
“troublers of Holy Church in every diocese that thoy: comest 
in; and them that will not leave their false and damnable 
opinions, thou shalt put them up, publishing them and their 
namts; and make them known to the Bishop ofthe diocese 
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that they are in, or 10 the Bishop’s Ministers. And, over 
this, I will that thou preach no more, unto the time that 
I know, by good witness and iruc, that thy conversation 
be such that thy heat and thy mouth accord truly in one 
contrarying (of) all the lewd learning that thou hast taught 
herebefore,” . 

And I, hearing these words, thought in my heart that this 
was an unlawful asking; and I deemed myself cursed of 
GOD, if I consented hereto: and I thought how Susanna 
said, Anguish ts to me on every side l 

Archbishop, And in that I stood still, and spake not; 
the Archbishop said to me, ‘ Answer one wise cv another!” 

William. And I said, “ Sir, if I consented to you thus, as 
ye have here rehearsed tp me; I should become an Appealer, or 
every Bishop’s Spy! Summoner of all England! For an [¢/] I 
should thus put up and publish the names of men and women, 
I should herein deceive full many persons: yea, Sir, as it is 
likely, by the doom of my conscience, I should herein be 
cause of the death, both of men and women; yea, both 
bodily and ghostly. For many men and women that stand 
now in the ‘'ruth, and are in the way of salvation, if I should 
for the learning and reading of their Belief publish them 
or put them therefore up to Bishops or to their unpiteous 
Ministers, I know some deal by experience, that they 
should be so distroubled and dis-eased with persecution or 
otherwise, that many of them, I think, would rather choose 
to forsake the Way of ‘I'ruth than to be travailed, scorned, 
and slandered or,punished as Bishops and {heir Ministers 
now use [are aceustonied) for io consirain men and women to 
consent to them. 

But I find in no place in Holy Scripture, that this 
office that ye would sfow enfeoff me with, accordeth to any 
priest of Curist’s sect, nor to any other Christian man, 
And therefore to do thus, were to me a full noyous bond to be 
bounden with, and over grievous charge. Tor I suppose that 
if I thus did, many men and women in the world, yea, Sir, 
might justly, unto my confusion say to me that ‘I were a 
traitor tg GOD and to them$’ since, as I think in mine- 
heart, many men and women trust so mickle in me in this 
case, that I would not, for the saving of my life, do thus to 
them, Forjf I thus should do, full many men and women 
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would, as they might full truly, say that ‘I had falsely and 
cowardly forsaken the ‘Truth, and slandered shamefully the 
Word of GODI’ For if I consented t¢ you, to do hereafler 
your will, for bonchief and mischief that may befall to me in 
this life, I deem in my conscience that I were worthy here- 
fore 1o be cursed of GOD, as also of all His Saints! Irom 
which inconvenience keep me and all Christian people, 
Almighty GOD! now and ever, for His holy name!” 

Archbishop. And then the Archbishop said unto me, 
‘€O thine heart is full hard, endured [hardened] a8 was the 
heart of Puaraon; and the Devil hath overcome thee, and 
perverted the! and he hath so blinded thee in all thy wits, 
that thou hast no grace to know the truth, nor the measure 
of mercy that I have proffered to thea! Therefore, as I per- 
ceive now by thy foolish answer, thou hast no will to leave 
thine old errors. But I say to thee, lewd losell! [base lost 
one! ox base son of perdition 1) either thou quickly consent to 
mine ordinance, and submit thee to stand to my decrees, or, 
by Saint ‘Thomas! thou shalt be disgraded [degraded], and 
follow thy fellow in Smithfield |” 

And at this saying, I stood still and spake not; but I 
thought in mine heart that GOD did to me a great grace, if 
He would, of His great mercy, bring me to such anend. And 
in mine heart, I was nothing (ajfraid with this menacing of 
the Archbishop. 

And I considered, there, two things in him. One, that he 

¢ was not yet sorrowful, for that he had made WILLIAM SAUTRE 
wrongfully to-be burnt [on Ifeb, 12, r4pr, at Sniithfield]. 
And as I considered that the Archbishop thirsted yed after 
more shedding out of innocent blood, And fast therefore 
I was moved in all my wits, for to hold the Archbishop 
neither for Prelate, nor for priest ofGOD ; and for that mine 
inward man was thus altogether departed from the Arch. 
bishop, methought I should not have any dread of him. 
But I was right heavy and sorrowful for that there was none 
audience of secular [/ay} men by: but in mine heart, I prayed 
the LORD GOD to conffort me and strengthen me against 
them that there were against the Soothfastness. And I pur- 
posed to speak no more to the Archbishop and his Clerks 
* [Chaplains] than me need behoved. 
Ati all thus I prayed GOD, for His goodness; to give me 
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then and always grace to speak with a meek and an easy 
spirit; and whatsoever thing that I should speak, that I 
might thereto have true authorities of Scriptures and open 
reason. 

A Clerk, And for that I stood still, and nothing spake, 
one of the Archbishop's Clerks said unto me, “ What thing 
musest thou? Do thou, as my Lord hath now commanded 
to thee here!" 

And yet I stood still, and answered him not. 

Archbishop. And then, soon after, the Archbishop said 
to me, “ Art thou not yet bethought, whether thou wilt do as 
T have here said to thee?” 

William. And I said then to him, “ Sir, my father and 
mother (on whose soul# GOD have mercy! if it be His will) 
spent mickle money in divers places about my learning; for 
the intent to have made me a priest to GOD. But when 
I came to years of discretion, I had no will to be priest; 
and therefore my friends were right heavy tome. And then 
methought their grudging against me was so painful to 
me, that I purposed therefore to have left their company, 
And when they perceived this in me, they spake some time 
full fair and pleasant words to me: but for that they might 
not make me to consent, of good heart, to he a priest, they 
spake to me full ofttimes very grievous words, and menaced 
me in divers manners, shewing to me full heavy cheer, 
And thus, one while in fair manner, another while in 
grievous, they were long time, as methought, full busy 
about me, ere I consented 0 them to be a priest, 

“But, at the last, when, in this matter, they would no 
longer suffer mine excusations; but either I should consent 
to them, or I should gver bear their indignation; yea, ‘ their 
curse,’ as they said, Th€n I seeing this, prayed ‘thom that 
they would give me license for to go to them that were 
named wise priests and of virtuous conversation, 1o have 
their counsel, and to know of them the office and the charge 
of priesthood. 

“And hereto my father and my mother consented full, 
gladly, and gave me their blessing and good leave to go, and 
also money to spend in this journey. 

And so {hen I went to those priests whom I heard to be of 
best name tnd of most holy living, and best learned *and 
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most wise of heavenly wisdom: and so I communed with 
them unto the time that I perceived, by their virtuous and 
continual occupations, that iheir honest and charitable 
works [sur]passed their fame, which I heard before of them. 
Wherefore, sir, by the example of the doctrine of them, and 
specially for the godly and innocent works which I perceived 
of them and in them; after my cunning and power I have 
exercised me then, and in this time, to know perfectly GOD’s 
Law: having a will and desire to live thereafter, willing that 
al men and women exercised themselves faithfully there- 
about. 

“TR then, *Sir, either for pleasure or displeasure of them 
that are neither so wise, nor of so virtuous conversation 
(to my knowledge, nor by commone fame of other men's 
knowledge in this land) as these men were, of whom I 
took my counsel and information; I should now forsake, 
thus suddenly and shortly, and unwarned, all the learning 
that I have exercised myself in, this thirly winter [z.¢., from 
1377] and more, my conscience should ever be herewith out 
of measure unquieted. And as, Sir, I know well that many 
men and women should be therethrough greatly troubled 
and slandered; and (as I said, Sir, to you Before) for mine 
untruth and false cowardness many a one should be put 
into full great reprefe [veproof]. Yea, Sir, I dread that man 
a one, as they might then justly, would curse me full 
bitterly: and, Sir, I fear not but the curse of GOD (which 

eI should deserve herein) would bring me to a full evil end, 
if I continued ¢hus. Py 6 

“And if through remorse of conscicnce, I repented me 
at any time, returning into the Way which you do your dili- 
gence to constrain me now to forsake; yea, Sir, all the 
Bishops of this land, with full nfany* other priests, would 
defame me, and pursue me as a Relapse: and they that now 
have (though I be unworthy) some confidence in me, here- 
after would never trust to me, though I could teach and live 
never so virtuously more that I can or may. 

“Vor if, after your counsel, I left utterly all my Learning: 
I should hereby, first wound and defile mine own seul; and 
also I should herethrough give occasion to many men and 

" women of full soc hurting. Yea, Sir, it is likely to me, if I 
consénted to your will, I should herein by mine é¢vil example 
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in it, as far as in me were, slay many folk ghostly, that 
I should never deserve for to have grace of GOD to the 
edifying of His Church, neither of myself, nor of none other 
man’s life, and [be] undone both before GOD and man, 

“But, Sir, by example chicfly of some, whose names I will 
not now xehearse, [NicioLAs pe] H{errrorn}, of Jfoun] 
P[urvey], and BlowLanp]; and also by the present doing of 
Puinie of Repineron that [after being a Lollard] is now 
become Bishop of Lincoun [consecrated on March 28, 1405 ; 
and about a year following this Examination was made, on Sep- 
tember 19, 1408, @ Cardinal]: I am now learned, as many 
more hereafter through GOD’s grace shall be Jedrned, to hate 
and to flee all such slander that these foresaid men chiefly 
hath defiled principallw themselves with. And in it that in 
them is, they have envenomed all the Church of GOD; for the 
slanderous revoking at the Cross of Paul’s, of I{Erzrorp], 
P(urvey], and of BfowLanp], and how now Puitir Repine- 
TON pursueth Curist’s people. And the feigning that these 
men dissemble by worldly prudence, keeping them cowardly 
in their preaching and communing, within the bonds and 
terms, which, without blame, may be spoken and shewed out 
to the most worldly livers, will not be unpunished of GOD. 
For to the point of truth that these men shewed out some 
time, they not will now stretch forth their lives: but by 
example, each one of them, as their words and works shew, 
they busy them, through their feigning, for 10 slander and 
to pursue Curis? in his members, rather than they will be 
pursued.” ‘ e . 

Axchbighop, And the Archbishop said to me, “‘Cheac 
men the which thou speakest of now, were fools and 
heretics, when they were counted wise men of thee and 
other such losells: bit n8w they are wise men, though thou 
and such others deem them unwise. Nevertheless, I wist 
never none, that right said; that any while were envenomed 
with your contagiousness, that is contaminated and spotted 
doctrine.” 

William, And I said to the Archbishop, “Sir, I think 
well thas these men and such others are now wise as to this 
world, but as their words sounded sometime and their works 
shewed Fiebre it was likely 10 move me that they had 
earnest of the wisdom of GOD, and that they should shave 
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deserved mickle grace of GOD to have saved their own souls 
and many other men’s, if they had continued faithful in wilful 
poverty and in other simple virluous living; and specially if 
they had with these forcsaid virtues, continued in their busy 
fruitful sowing of GOD’s Word, as, 1o many men’s knowledge, 
they occupied them a season in all their wits full busily to 
know the pleasant Will of GOD, travailing all their members 
full busily for to do thereafter purely, and chiefly to the 
praising of the most holy name of GOD and for grace of 
edification and salvation of Christian people, But woe worth 
false covetise! and evil counsel! and tyranny! by which 
they and mfny men and women are led blindly into an evil 
end.” 

Archbishop. Then the Archbishep said to me, “Thou 
and such other losells of thy sect would shave your beards 
full near, for to have a benefice! For, by Jesu! I know 
none more covetous shrews than ye are, when that ye have a 
benefice. Tor, lo, I gave to Joun Purvey a benefice but a 
mile out of this Castle [/.c,, the vicarage of West IIythe, near 
Saliwood Castle in Kent, which Purvey held from August 11, 
r4ot, tll he resigned it on October 8, 1403], and I heard more 
complaints about his covetousness for tithes and other mis- 
doings, than I did of all men that were advanced within my 
diocese.” 

William, And I said to the Archbishop, “ Sir, Purvey is 
neither with you now for the benefice that ye gave him, nor 

 holdeth he faithfully with the Iearning that he taught and 
writ before time; and thus he shgweth himself neither to be 
hot nor cold: and therefore he and his fellows may sorefly| 
dread that if they turn not hastily to the Way that they have 
forsaken, peradventure they be put out of the number of 
Curist’s chosen people,” Ore t. 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, “Though 
Puxrvey be now a false harlot [debased man. Thais terne was at 
this time applied also to men|, 1 quite me [absolve myself tn 
respect] to him: but come he more for such cause before me, 
ere we depart, I shall know with whom he holdeth! But I 
say to thee, Which are these holy men and wise ef whom 
thou hast taken thine information? ” 

William, And I said, “Sir, Master Joun Wyciirre was 
holden of full many men, the greatest Clerk (Divite| that they 

Lad 
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knew then living; and therewith he was named a passing 
ruely man and an innocent in his living: and herefore great 
many commoned [cotammed] oft with him, and they loved so 
much his learning that they writ it, and busily enlorced 
them to rule themselves therealter. ‘Therefore, Sir, this fore- 
said learning of Master Joun Wycrirry is yet holden of full 
many men and women, the most agreeable learning unto the 
living and teaching of Curisr and his Apostles, and most 
openly shewing and declaring how the Church of Cust 
hath been, and yet should be, ruled and governed. There- 
fore so many men and women covet this learning, and pur- 
pose, through GOD’s grace, to conform their Siving like to 
this learning of WycLirrr. 

“ Master JoHN AIST@N taught and writ accordingly, and full 

busily, where, and when, and to whom that he might: and 
he used it himself right perfectly, unto his life’s end, 
* And also Pump of Rerineron, while he was a Canon of 
Leicester [He was Chancellor of Oxford in 1397, and again 
i 1400]; Nicnotas Hurr{r]rorp; Davin Gorray of 
Pakring, Monk of Bylande and a Master of Divinity; and 
Joun Purvey, and many others, which were holden right 
wise men and prudent, taught and writ busily this foresaid 
learning, and conformed them thereto. And with all these 
men I was oft right homely [quite at home], and communed 
with them long time and oft: and so, before all other men, 
I choose wilfully to be informed of them and by them, and 
especially of WycLirrr himself; as of the most virtuous and 
godly wise men {hat I heard of or knew. And therefore of 
him specially, and of these men I took my learning, that 1 
have taught; and purpose to live therealter, if GOD will! to 
my life’s end, 

“Tor though somé of shese men be contrary to the learning 
that they taught before, I wot well that their learning was 
true which they taught ; and therefore, with the help of GOD, 
I purpose to hold and to use the learning which I heard of 
them while they sat on Mosgs’ chair, and specially while they 
sat on the chair of Curist. But after the works that they 
now dog I will not do! with GOD’s help. Vor they feign and 
hide and contrary the Truth which before they taught out 
plainly and truly. For as I know well, when some of these. « 
men hath keen blamed for their slanderous doing, theyegrant 
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not that they have taught amiss, or erred before time; but 
that they were constrained by pain(s) Lo leave to tell out the 
Sooth: and thus they choose now rather to blaspheme GOD 
than to suffer awhile here bodily persecution for Soothfastness 
that Curist shed out his heart-blood for.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said, “ ‘That learning 
that thou callest Truth and Soothfastness is open slander to 
Holy Church, as it is proved of Holy Church. Jor albeit 
that Wyc irre your author [founder] was a great Clerk, and 
though that many men held him a perfect liver: yet his 
doctrine is not approved of Holy Church, but many Sen- 
tences of hislearning are damned [condemned] as they are well 
worthy. _ 

“But as touching Puinte of Reqineron that was first 
Canon, and after Abbot of Leicester, which is now Bishop of 
Lincoxy; I tell thee thal the Day is now comen for which he 
fasted the Even! Tor neither he holdeth now, now will hold 
the learning that he thought when he was Canon of Leicester ; 
for no Bishop of this land pursueth now more sharply them 
that hold thy Way than he doth,” 

William, And I said, ‘Sir, fall many men and women 
wondereth upon him, and speaketh him mickle shame, and 
holdeth him for a cursed enemy of the Truth.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, ‘“ Where- 
fore tarriest thoa me thus here, with such fables ? Wilt thou 
shortly, as I said to thee, submit thee to me or no?" 

William, And I said, “ Sir, I tell you at one word, I dare 
not, for the dread of GOD, submit me to yout after the tenour 
and Sentence that ye have above Ychearsed to me,” 


Archbishop, And then, as if heehad been wroth, he said 
to one of his Clerks, “ Vetch hither quickly the Certification 
that came to me from Shrewsbury, under the Bailiff’s seal, 
witnessing the errors and heresies which this losell hath 
venemously witnessed there |” 

Then hastily the Clerk took out and laid forth on a cup- 
hoard divers rolls and wrilings; among which therg was a 
little one, which the Clerk delivered to the Archbishop. 

And by and by the Archbishop read this roll containing this 
sentence, ' a 
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€ The third Sunday [Apyil 17th] after Master [March a7th], 

the year of our Lord 1407, (VInLEAat THORPE came into the 
town of Shrewsbury, and, through leave granted to him to preac h, 
he said openly in St. Chad's Church, in his sermon, 

That the Sacrament of the Altay after the consecration was 

material bread. 

And that images should inno wise be worshipped, 

And that men should not go on any ptlarimages. 

And that priests have no tule to tithes, 

And that tt ts not lwwful to swear tn any wiv. 


Archbishop, And when the Archbishop hid read thus 
this roll, he rolled it up again, and said to me, ‘ Is this 
wholesome learning tabe among the people ?” 

William, And I said to him, * Sir, [ am both ashamed on 
their behalf, and right sorrowful for them thal have ceitilied 
you these things thus untruly ; for I never preached nor taught 
thus, privily nor apertly.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “ I will give 
credence to these woishipful men which have wrillen to me 
and witnessed under their seals there among them. ‘Chouph 
thou now denicst this, weenest thou that I will credence to 
thee! ‘Thou, losell! hast troubled the worshipfal com- 
minalty of Shrewsbury, so that the Biuliff— and commin- 
alty of that town have wrilten to me, praying me, that am 
Archbishop of Canrurpury, Primate, and Chancellor of 
England, that I will vouchsafe to grant them, that tf thou shalt 
be made, as thou ayt worthy | to suffer open Joureye |? penance ar 
pillory] for thine heresies, at thou may have thy jourerse apety 
there among them ; so that all they whom thou and such like lovells 
have there perverted, may, through fear of thy deed |iw., martys- 
dom] be reconciled aguin t the unely of IToly Church; and alo 
they that stand in true faith of Toly Church may through thy 
deed be tore stablished therein.” And as if this asking hil 
pleased the Archbishop, he said, “ By my thrilt! this hearty 
prayer and fervent request shall be thought on 1” 

But certainly neither the prayer of the men of Shrewsbury, 
nor the menacing of the Archbishop made me anything aftaid : 
but, in the rehearsing of this malice, and in the heatmys of it, 
my heart greatly rejoiced, and yet doth, T thank GOD), lor the, « 
grace thatal then thought, and yet think, shall come jo all 
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the Church of GOD herethrough, by the special merciful 
doing of the LORD. 

‘William. And as having no dread of the malice of tyrants, 
by trusting stedfastly in the help of the LORD, with full 
purpose for to [ac]knowledge the Soothfastness, and to stand 
thereby afler my cunning and power, I suid to the Arch- 
bishop, “Sir, if the truth of GOD’s Word might now be 
accepted as it should be, I doubt not to prove by likely 
evidence, that they that are famed to be out of the faith of 
Holy Church in Shrewsbury and in other places also, are in 
the true faith of IIoly Church. Jor as their words sound 
and their Works shew to man’s judgement, dreading and 
loving faithfully GOD; their will, their desire, their love, 
and their business, are most set toglread to -.offend GOD 
and lo love for to please Him in true and faithful keeping 
of Ilis commandments. 

“And again, they that are said to be in the faith of Moly 
Church at Shrewsbury and in other places, by open evidence 
of their proud, envious, malicious, covetous, lecherous, and 
other foul words and works, neither know nor have will to 
know nor to occupy their wits trulyand effectuously in theright 
faith of Holy Church. Wherefore [none of] all these, nor 
none that follow their manners, shall any time come verily 
in the faith of Holy Church, except they enforce them more 
truly to come in the way which now they despise. For 
these men and women that are now called Faithful and 
holden Just, neither know, nor will exercise themselves to 
know, of faithfylness, one commandment of GOD, And thus 
full many men and women now, and specially men that are 
named to be * principal limbs of Holy Church,” stir GOD to 
great wrath; and deserve Tis curse for that they call or hold 
them “jusl men” which are fulleunjust, as their vicious 
words, their great customable swearing, and their slanderous 
and shameful works shew openly and witness. And here. 
fore such vicious men and unjust in their own confusion call 
them “unjust men and women,” which after their power and 
cunning, busy themselves to live justly afler the command- 
ment of GOD. ry 

“ And where, Sir, ye say, that I have distroubled the com- 

+, minalty of Shrewsbury and many other men and women with 
my teaching; if it thus be, it is not to be wondGred [at] of 


Willion-] "PUR OFFICE OF EVERY Pris 1S TO PREACIL 123 
wise men, since all the comminalty of the city of Jerusalem 
was distroubled of Curist’s own person, that was Very GOD 
and Man, and [the] most prudent preacher that ever was or 
shall be, And also all the Synagogue of Nazareth was 
moved against Crist, and so full-filled with ire towards him 
for his preaching, that the men of the Synagogue rose up and 
cast Crist out of their cily, and led him up to the top of a 
mountain for to cast him down there headlong. Also accord- 
ing hereto, the LORD witnesseth by Mosrs, that He shall 
put dissension betwixt His people, and the people that con- 
trarieth and pursucth His people. Who, Sir, is he that shall 
preach the truth of GOD'’s Word to that unfaithful people, 
and shall let [hinder] the Soothfastness of the gospel, and the 
Brepheny of GOD Almighty to be fulfilled 2?” 

rehbishop. Andthe Archbishop said tome, “It followeth 
of these thy words, that thou, and such other, thinkest that 
ye do right well for to preach and teach as ye do, without 
authority of any Bishop. Tor ye presume that the LORD 
hath chosen you only, for to preach as faithful disciples and 
special followers of Curis |” 

William, And I said, “Sir, by authority of GOD’s law, 
and also of Saints and Doctors, Lam learned to deem that it 
is every priest’s office and duty for to preach busily, freely, 
and truly the Word of GOD. 

* For, no doubt, every priest should purpose first in his soul 
and covet to take the order of priesthood chicfly for to make 
known to the people the Word of GOD, after his cunning and 
power, approving pe wordg ever to be true hy his virluous 
works; and for this intent we suppose that Bishops and 
other prelates of Hdly Church should chiefly take and use 
their prelacy. And for the same cause, Bishops should give 
to priests their orders! Jr Bishops should accept no manto 
priesthood, except that he had good will and full purpose, 
and were well disposed and well learned to preach. Where- 
fore, Sir, by the bidding of Curisy, and by example of His 
most holy living, and also by the witnessing of His holy 
apostles and prophets, we are bound under full great pain to 
exercisesus after our cunning and power (as every pricst is 
likewise charged of GOD), to fulfil duly the office of priest- 
hood. We presume not hereof, ourselves, for to be es- 
teemed, nesther in our own reputation nor in ndne ather 
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man’s, faithful disciples and special followers of Curist: 
but, Sir, as I said to you before, we deem this, by authority 
chiefly of GOD’s Word, that it is the cltief duty of every priest 
to busy him faithfully to make the law of GOD known to 
Ilis people; and so to comune [communicate] the command- 
ment of GOD charitably, how that we best, where, when, and 
to whom that ever we may, is our very duty. And for the 
will and business that we owe of due debt to do justly our 
office, through the stirring and special help, as we trust, of 
GOD, hoping stedfastly in [is mercy, we desire to be the 
faithful disciples of Curisr: and we pray this gracious 
LORD, for His holy name! that Ie make us able for to 
please Him with devout prayers and charitable priestly 
works, that we may obtain of Him togollow Him thankfully.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to mo, ‘Lewd losell! 
whercto makest thou such vain reasons to me? Asketh not 
Saint Pau, Mow should priests preach, except they be sent? 
But I sent thee never to preach! Tor thy venomous doctrine 
is so known throughout England, that no Bishop will admit 
thee for to preach, by witnessing of their Letters | Why then, 
lewd idiot! willst thou presume to preach, since thou art 
not sent nor licensed of thy Sovereign to preach? Saith not 
Saint Paux that Subjects owe fought) to obey their Sovereigns ; 
and not only good and virtuous, but also tyrants that are vicious 1" 

William, And I said to the Archbishop, " Sir, as touching 
your Letter of License or other Bishops’, which, ye say, we 
should have to witness that we were able to be sent for to 
preach ; we know well that neither you, Sir, nor any other 
Bishop of this land will grant ‘to us any such Lettore of 
License but [execpt] we should oblige [bznd] us to you and to 
other Bishops by unlawful oaths for to pass not the bounds 
and terms which ye, Sir, or othe® Bishops will limit to us. 
And since in this matter, your terms be some too large, and 
some too strait; we dare not oblige us thus to be hound to you 
for to keep the terms which yon will limit 10 us, as ye do to 
Friars and such other preachers: and therefore, though we 
have not your Letter, Sir, nor Letters of other Bishops written 
with ink upon parchment; we dare not herefore }eave the 
office of preaching; to which prcaching, all priests, after 
» their cunning and power are bound, by divers testimonies of 
GOW's Law andof great Doctors, without any mention making 
of Bishops’ Letters. 
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“For as mickle as we have taken upon us the office of 
priesthood, though we are unworthy thereto, we come and 
purpose to fulfil it, with the help of GOD, by authority of 
His own law, and by witness of great Doctors and Saints 
according hereto, trusting stedfastly in the mercy of GOD. 
Tor that [because] He commandeth us to do the office of 
priesthood, He will be our sufficient Letters and witness, if 
we, by the example of his living and teaching specially 
occupy us faithfully to do our office justly: yea, that people 
to whom we preach, be they faithful or unfaithful,.shall be 
our Letters, that is, our witness bearers; for that Truth where 
it is sown may not be unwitnessed. For all that are con- 
verted and saved by learning of GOD's Word and by working 
thereafter are witness bearers, that the Truth and Soothfast- 
ness which they heard and did after, is cause of their 
salvation, And again, all unfaithful men and women which 
heard the Truth told out to them and would not do thereafter, 
also all they that might have heard the Truth and would 
not hear it, because that they would not do thereafter, all 
these shall bear witness against themselves, and the ‘Truth 
(which they would not hear, or else heard it and despised to 
do thereafter through their unfaithfulness) is and shall be 
cause of their damnation. 

“Therefore, Sir, since this foresaid witnessing of GOD, and 
of divers Saints and Doctors, and of all the people good and 
evil sufficeth to all true preachers: we think that we do not 
the office of the priesthood, if that we leave our preaching 
because thal we have not pr may not have gluly Bishops’ 
Letters to wilness that we are sent of them to preach, This 
Sentence approveth Saint Paux where he speaketh of him- 
self and of faithful Apostles and disciples, saying thus, We 
need no letters of commehdatton as sone other preachers do; which 

veach for covetousness of temporal goods, and for men’s praising, 

“And where ye say, Sir, Saint Pau biddeth subjects obey 
theiy Sovereigns; this 1s Sooth, and may not be denied. But 
there are two manner of Sovereigns; virtuous sovereigns 
and vicious tyrants. Therefore to these last Sovereigns, 
neither rxen nor women that be subject owe [ogi] to obey. 
In two manners. To virtuous Sovereigns and charitable, 
subjects owg to obey wilfully and gladly in hearing of their 
good counsel, in consenting 1o their charitable biddings,.and 

a 
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in working after their fruitful works. ‘his Sentence, Paun 
approveth where he saith thus to subjects, Be ye mindful of 
your Sovereigns that speak to you the Word of GOD ; anil follow 
you the faith of them, whose conversation you know to be virtuous, 

“Wor as Paur saith affer, These Sovercigns to whom sub- 
jects owe to obey in following of their manners, work busily 
in holy studying how they may withstand and destroy vices, 
first in themselves and after in all their subjects, and 
and how they may best plant in them virtues. Also these 
Sovereigns make devout and fervent prayers for to purchase 
lobtain| grape of GOD, that they and their subjects may, 
over all things, dread to offend Him, and to love for to 
please Him. Also these Sovereigns to whom Paut bid- 
deth us obey, as it is said before,#live so virtuously that 
all they that will live well may take of them good example 
to know and to keep the commandments of GOD, 

“ Bul, in this foresaid wise, subjects owe lought] not to obey 
nor to be obedient to tyrants, while they are vicious tyrants; 
since their will, their counsel, their biddings, and their works 
are so vicious that they owe [ought] to be hated and left. 
And though such tyrants be masterful and cruel in boasting 
and menacing, in oppressions and divers punishings; Saint 
Prrer biddeth the servants of such tyrants to obey meekly 
to such tyrants, suffering patiently their malicious cruelness, 
But Prrer counselleth not any servant or subject to obey to 
any Lord, or Prince, or Sovereign, in anything that is not 
pleasing to GOD.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbighop said,unto me, “If the 
Sovereign bid his subject do that thing that is vicious, this 
Sovereign herein is to blame: but the subject, for his 
obedience, deserveth meed of GOD.. For obedience pleaseth 
more to GOD than any sacrifica.”® — * 

William, And I said, “Samury the Prophet said to 
Saux the wicked King, that GOD was more pleased with 
the obedience of [Tis commandment, than with any sacrifice of 
beasts; but Davip saith, and Saint Paun and Saint Gru- 
GoRY accordingly together, that not only they that do evil 
are worthy of death and damnation; but also all ¢hey that 
consent to evil doers. And, Sir, the law of Holy Church 

' teacheth, in the Decrees, that no servant to hig Lord, nor 
chilé 1o the father or mother, nor wife to her husband, 
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nor monk to his abbot, ought to obey, except in lefull 
{loyal] things and lawful.” 

Archbishop, And'the Archbishop said to me, “ All these 
allegings that thou bringest forth are nought else but proud 
presumptuousness, Jor hereby thou enforcest lendeavourest] 
thee to prove, that thou and such others are so just, that 
ye owe [ought] not to obey to Prelates: and thus against 
the learning of Saint Paut that telleth you not to preach, but 
af ye were sent, of your own authority, ye will go forth and 
preach, and do what ye list!” 

illiam, And I said, “Sir, (re]presenitet not every 
priest the office of the Apostles or the office of the disciples 
of Curist?” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, “ Yea 1" 

William, And I said, “Sir, asthe zoth Chapter of Matthew 
and the last Chapter of Mark witnesseth, Curist sent his 
Apostles for to preach. And the roth Chapter of Luke wit- 
nesseth Curisr sent his two and seventy disciples for to 
preach in every place that Curisr was to come to. And 
Saint Greaory in the Common Law saith, that every man 
that goeth to priesthood taketh upon him the office of 
preaching: for as he saith, that priest stivreth GOD to great 
tworath, of whose mouth is not heard the voice of preaching. And 
as other more glosses upon :zeKreu witness, that the priest 
that preacheth not busily to the people shall be partaker of 
their damnation, that perish through his default: and though 
the people be saved by other special grace of GOD than by the 
priest’s preaching; yet tha priests (in that they are ordained 
to preach, and preach kot as before GOD, they are man- 
slayers, Jor as far ns in them is, such priests as preach not 
busily atid truly, slayeth all the people ghostly, in that they 
withhold from them the Word of GOD, that is [the] life and 
sustenance of men’s souls, And Saint Isrpore saith, Priests 
shall be damned for [the] wickedness of the people, if they teach 
not thent that are ignorant, and condemn them that ave sinners. For 
all the work and witness of priests standeth in preaching 
and teaching; that they edify all men, as well by cunning of 
faith, ase by discipline of works, that is virtuous teaching, 
And, as the gospel witnesseth, Crist said in his teaching, 
I am born qd come into this world to bear witness to the Truth, *~ 
and he that w of the Truth heareth my voice, a 
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“@ Then, Sir, since by the word of Christ specially, that 
is his voice, pricsts are commanded to preach; whatsoever 
priest that il be, that hath not goodwill and full purpose 
to do thus, and ableth not himself afler his cunning and 
power to do his office, by the example of Christ and his 
Apostles: whatsoever other thing that he doeth, displeaseth 
GOD. For, lo, Saint Grugory saith, That thing left, that a 
man is bound chiefly to do; whatsoever other thing that a man 
doeth, it is unthankful to the OLY GHOST. And therefore 
saith (RoBERY Gkrossutiz, Bishop of] Linconn, Zhad priest 
that preacher not the Word of GOD, though he be seen to have 
none other default, he is Antichrist and Sathanas, a night-thief 
and a day-thicf, @ slayer of souls, and an angel of light turned 
into darkuess, ¢ 

“ Wherefore, Sir, these authorities and others well con- 
sidered, I deem myself damnable, if I, either for pleasure 
or displeasure of any creature, apply me not diligently to 
preach the Word of GOD: and in the same damnation, I 
deem all those priests which, of good purpose and will, en- 
force them not husily to do thus, and also all them that have 
purpose or will to let [hinder] any pricst of this busincss.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to those three 
Clerks that stood before him, “ Lo, Sirs, this is the manner 
and business of ihis Josell and such others, to pick out 
such sharp sentences of Holy Scripture and of Doctors to 
maintain their sect and lore (teaching) against the ordinance 
of Holy Church. And therefore, losell! is it, that thou 
covetest to have again the Dsalty that I made to be taken 
from thee at Cantetbury, to record sharp Verses against us | 
But thou shalt never have that J’sa/ter, nor none other book, 
till that I know that thy heart and thy mouth accord fully 
to he governed by Lloly Church,” @ + 

William, And I said, “Sir, all my will and power is, and 
ever shall be, I trust to GOD! to be governed by Holy 
Church.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop asked me, “ What was 
Holy Chureh ?” 

illiam, And I said, “Sir, I told you before, what was 

Holy Church: but since ye ask me this demand, I call 
Curist and his saints, Holy Church.” 

Acchbishop. And the Archbishop said unto §ne, “I wot 
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well that Crrist and hig saints are Holy Church in heaven ; 
but what is Holy Church in earth?” 

William, And I said, ‘Sir, though Holy Church he every 
one in charity; yet it hath two parts, ‘The first and princi- 
pal part hath overcomen peifectly all the wretchedness of this 
life, and reigneth joyfully in heaven with Crist. And the 
other part is here yet in earth, busily and continually fight- 
ing, day and night, against temptations of the Fiend, forsaking 
and hating the prosperity of this world, despising and with- 
standing their ileshly lusts; which only are the pilgiims of 
Curist, wandering towards heaven by steadfast faith, and 
grounded hope, and by perfect charity. or theSe heavenly 
pilgrims may not, nor will not, be letted (dindered ] of their 
good purpose by reasoneof any Doctors discording from Holy 
Scripture, nor by the floods of any tribulation temporal, nor 
by the wind of any pride of boast, or of menacing of any crea- 
ture; for they are all fast grounded upon the sure stone 
Curist, hearing his word and loving it, exercising them 
faithfully and continually in all their wits to do theicafter.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to his Clerks, “ See 
ye not how his heart is endured [hardened], and how he is 
travailled with the Devil, occupying him thus busily to allege 
such Sentences to maintain his errors and heresies! Certain, 
thus, he would occupy us here all day, if we would suffer him!” 


PaerNr of the Clerks answered, “ Sir, he said, right now, 
W that this Certification that. came to you from Shicws- 
4] bury is untruly forged against him. Therefore, Sir, 
- appose you him flow here, in all the points which 
are certified againsl him; and so we shall hear of his own 
mouth his answers, and witness them.” 

Archbishop. And theeArchbishop took the Certification in 
his hand, and looked thereon awhile ; and then he said to me, 
Lo, herein is certified against thee, by worthy men and 
faithful of Shrewsbury, that thou preachedst there openly in 
Saint Chad's Chuwch, that the Sacrament of the Altar was material 
svead after the consecration. What sayest thou? Was this 
sruly preached ?” 

William. And I said, “ Sir, I tell you truly that I touched 
nothing there of the Sacrament of the Altar, but in this 
wise, as I will, with GOD’s grace, tell you here. + 
I 12 


Prose 
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‘As Istood there inthe pulpit, busying me to teach Lhe com- 
mandment of GOD, there knelled a sacring-bell; and there- 
foremickle people Luened away hastily, and with great noise ran 
from lowards me. And I seeing’ this, say to them thus, ‘ Good 
men! ye were better to sland here full still and to hear GOD's 
Word, Vor, certes, the virtue and the mede of the most holy 
Sacrament of the Allar standeth much more in the Belief 
thereof that ye ought to have in your soul, than it doth in the 
outwaid Sight thereof, And therefore ye were better to stand 
quietly to hear GOD's Word, because that through the hear- 
ing thercof, men come to very true belief.’ And otherwise, 
Sir, Iam certain I spake not there, of the worthy Sacrament 
of the Altar.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “ I believe 
thee not! whatsoever thou sayest, since so worshipful men have 
witnessed against thee, But since thou deniest that thou 
suidest thus there, what sayest Lhou now? Resteth there, 
aller the consecration, in the [hJost, material bread or no?” 

William. And I said, “Sir, 1 know of no place in Holy 
Scripture, where this term, material bread, is written: and 
therefore, Sir, when I speak of this matter, I use not fam not 
accustomed ] to speak of material bread.” 

Archbishop, ‘Then the Archbishop said to me, “‘ How 
teachest thou men to believe in this Sacrament?” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, as I believe mysclf, so I teach 
other men.” 

Sen nEnOe: Ile said, ‘Tell out plainly thy belief 
hereof |? . 

William, And TU said, with my Protestdtion, “ Six, I believe 
that the night before that Curist Jesu would suffer wilfull 
Passion for mankind on the morn after, he look bread in his holy 
and most worshipful hands, liflinty up his eyes, and giving 
thanks fo GOD his Iather, blessed this bread and brake tt, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying to them, ‘Take, and cat of this, all 
of youl ‘This is my body! 

“And thal this is, and ought to be all men’s belicf, Matt. 
tHew, Mark, Lukr, and Paur wilnesseth. 

“Other belief, Sir, have I none, nor will have, ner teach ¢ 
for I believe that this sufficeth in this matter. for in this 
belief, with GOD’s grace, I purpose to live and die: [ac]- 
knowledging as I believe and teach other me to belicve, 

al 
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that the worshipful Sacrament of the Altar is the Sacrament of 
CHRISt’s flesh and his blood, in form of bread and wine.” 

Archbishop, And tle Archbishop said to me, “It is sooth, 
that this Sacrament is very Cirrts?’s body in form of bread: 
but thou and thy sect teachest it to be the substance of bread | 
Think you this true teaching?” 

William, And I said, ‘ Neither I nor any other of the 
sect that ye damn [conden], teach any otherwise than I have 
told you, nor believe otherwise, to my knowing. 

“ Nevertheless, Sir, I ask of you, for charity ! that will ye 
tell me plainly, how ye shall understand this tex of Saint 
Pau, where he saith thus, This thing feel you in yourselves, 
that is,in Curis? FEesu, while he was tn ihe form of GOD. 
Sir, calleth not Pau here, the form of GOD, the substance or 
kind of GOD? Also, Sir, saith not the Church, in the Hours 
of the most blessed Virgin, accordingly hereto, where it is 
written thus, Thou Author of Health 1 vemember that some time 
thou took, of the undefiled Virgin, the forin of our body! ‘Tellme, 
for charity! therefore, Whether the form of our body be called 
here, the kind of our body, or no?” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, ‘¢ Wouldst 
thou make me declare this text afler thy purpose, since the 
Church hath now determined that ‘there abideth no substance 
of bread after the consecration in the Sacrament of the 
Altar!’ Believest thou not, on this Ordinance of the Church?” 

William. And I said, ‘ Sir, whatsoever Prelates have or- 
dained in the Church, our Belief standeth ever whole. I have 
not heard that the qrdinance-of men under Belief, should be 
put into Belief." 

Arohbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “If thou 
hast not learned this before, learn now, to know that thou art 
out of belief, if, in this matter, and others, thou believest 
not as Hely Church believeth! What say Doctors treating 
of this Sacrament? ” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, Saint PAut, that was a great 
Doctor of Holy Church, speaking to the people and teaching 
the right belief of this most holy Sacrament, calleth it bread 
that we bvewk, And also in the Canon of the Masse, after the 
consecration, this most worthy Sacrament is called holy bread. 
And every pest in this land, afler he hath received this 
Sacrament, saith tothis wise, That thing whichwehave taken with 
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our mouth we pray GOD, that we may lake itwith a pure and clean 
mind: that is,as I understand, ‘We pray GOD, that we may 
receive, through very belief, this holy Sacrament worthily.’ 
Aud, Sir, Saint Augustine saith, hat thing that is sense is 
bread, but thal men’s faith asketh to be informed of, ts very CURIST’s 
body. And also }urcenwus, an entenlif Doctor, saith, 
As tf were an error to say that Currsr was but a substance, that 
is Very Man and not Very GOD, or to say that Curisr was 
Very GOD and not Very Man; so is dt, this Doctor saith, an 
ervoy lo say that the Sacrament of the Altar is but a substance. 
And also, Sit) accordingly hereto, in the Secret of the mid- 
Mass of Christmas day, it is written thus, Idem refulsit 
DEUS, sic terrena substantia nobis conferat quod divinun est ; 
which sentence, with the Secret @ the fourth ferye quatnor 
temporium Septembris, I pray you, Sir, declare here openly in 
Tenglish!" 

arebiiahep. And the Archbishop said to me, “T perceive 
well cnough whercabout thou ait! and how the Devil blindeth 
thee, that thou maist not understand the ordinance of Holy 
Church, nor consent thereto! But I command thee now, 
answer me shortly, ‘ Believest thou that, after the consecra- 
tion of this foresaid Sacrament, there abideth substance of 
bread or not?'” 

- William, And I said, “Sir, as I understand, it is all one 
to grant or to believe that there dwelleth substance of bread, 
and to grant or to believe that this most worthy Sacrament 
of Cnisi’s own body is one Accident without Subject, But, 
Sir, for as mickleas your asking passeth mine understanding, 
I date neither deny it nor grant it, for this a School matter 
fa subject for debate in the University Schools|, about which I 
busied me never for to know il: and therefore I commit this 
term accidens sine subjecto, to tho&e Clerks which delight them 
so in curious and subtle sophistry, because they determine oft 
so difficult and strange matters, and wade and wander so in 
them, from aigument to argument, with pro and contra, till 
they wot not where they are | nor understand not themselves! 
But the shame that these proud sophisters have to yield 
them to men and helore men, maketh them olt feols, and to 
be concluded shamefully before GOD.” 

Arghbishop, And the Aichbishop said to me, “ I purpose 
not to oblige thee to the subtle arguments of Clerks, since 
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thou art unable thereto! but I purpose to make thee obey to 
the determination of Holy Church.” 

William, And I said, “Sir, by open evidence and great 
witness, a thousand years after the Incarnation of Crist, 
that determination which I have, here before you, rehearsed 
was accepted of Holy Church, as sufficient to the salvation 
of all them that would belicve it faithfully, and work there- 
after charitably. But, Sir, the determination of this matter, 
which was brought in since the Iiend was loosed by I'viar 
Tuomas [Acquinas, d. 1274] again, specially calling the most 
worshipful Sacrament of Curist’s own body, an Accident with- 
out Subject; which term, since I know not that GOD’s law 
approveth it in this matter, I dare not grant: but utterly I 
deny to make this friar’$ sentence [enwnciation] or any such 
other my belief; do with me, GOD | what Thou wilt!” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, ‘ Well, 
well | thou shalt say otherwise ere that I leave thee!” 


aW]UT what sayest thou to this second point that is re- 
i) corded against thee, by worthy men of Shrewsbury, 
saying that thou preachedst openly there that the 
saree images ought not to be worshipped in any wise?” 
William, And I said, “Sir, I preached never thus, nor, 
through GOD’s grace, I will not, any time, consent to think 
nor to say thus; neither privily, nor apertly. Tor, lo, the 
LORD witnesseth by Moszs, that the things which He made 
were right good, and so then they were, and yet ave, and shall 
be good and worshipful in their kind. And thereto, to the 
end that GOD made them to, they are all preisable [valiable} 
and worshipful; and specially man that was made afler the 
image and likeness of GOR is full _worshipful in his kind; 
yea, this holy image, that is man, GOD worshippeth [vespecteth]. 
And herefore every man should worship others in kind, and 
also for heavenly virtues that men use charitably. Also I 
say, wood, tin, gold, silver, or any other matter that images 
are made of; all these creatures (created things) are worshipful 
in their kind, and to the end that GOD made them for, 
“But the carving, casting, nor painting of any imagery 
made with man’s hands (albeit that this doing be accepted of 
men of highest slate and dignity, and ordained of them to be 
a calendar [torn book] to lewd men that neither can nor will 
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he learned to know GOD in Wis Word, neither by ITis crea- 
tures, nor by Lis wonderful and divers workings); yet this 
imagery ought not to be worshipped in the form, nor in the 
likeness of man's craft; nevertheless that every matter that 
painters paint with, since it is GOD’s creature ought to be 
worshipped in the kind and to the end that GOD made and 
ordained it to serve man,” 

Archbishop, Then the Archbishop said to me, “I grant 
well thal nobody oweth fowght] to do worship to any such 
images for themselves ; but a cracilix ought to be worshipped 
for the Passion of Crist that is painted therein, and so 
brought therethrough to man’s mind; and thus the images 
of the blessed ‘l'rinity and of [the] Virgin Mary, Crmist's 
mother, and other images of the sain€$ ought to be worshipped. 
Vor, lo, earthly kings and lords, which use to send their 
letters enscaled with their arms or with their privy signet, to 
men that are with them, are worshipped of these men. > lor 
when these men receive their lord’s letters, in which they see 
and know the willsand biddingsof theirlords, in worship of their 
lords, they do off their caps to these letters: why not, then, 
since in images made with man’s hands, we may read and 
know many divers things of GOD and of His saints, shall we 
not worship their images?” 

William, And I said, with my forcsaid Protesiation, “1 
say that these worldly usages of temporal lords thal ye speak 
now of, may be done in case without sin: but this is no simi- 
litude to worship images made by man’s hand, since that 
Mosns, Davin, SoLomon, Barucn, and ,other saints in the 
Rtble, forbid so plainly the worshipping of all such images,” 

Archbishop, ‘Then the Archbishop said to me, ‘Lewd 
losell! In the Old Law, belore that Curisr took mankind 
[human nature), was no likeness df any person of the ‘Lrinity 
neither shewed to man nor known of man; but now since 
Cririst became man, it is lawful to have images to shew Ilis 
manhood. Yea, though many men which are right great 
Clerks, and others also, hold it an error to paint the ‘Trinity ; 
I say, it is well done to make and to paint the ‘Trinity 
in images. Tor it is a great moving of devotiondo men, to 
have and do behold the Trinity and other images of Saints 
carved, cast, and painted. For beyond the sea, are the best 
painters that ever I saw. And, sirs! I tell you, this is their 

in 
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manner; and it isa good manner! When that an image- 
maker shall, carve, cast in mould, or paint any images; he 
shall go to a priest, and shrive him as clean as if he should 
die, and take penance, and make some certain vow of fasting, 
or of praying, or of pilgrimages doing: praying the priest 
specially to pray for him, that he may have grace to make a 
fair and a devout image.” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I doubt not, if these painters 
that ye speak of, or any other painters understood truly the 
text of Moszs, of Davi, of the Wise Man [#.e., Sozoafon), of 
Barucii, and of other Saints and Doctors, ‘these painters 
should be moved to shrive them to GOD, with full inward 
sorrow of heart ; taking upon them to do right sharp penance 
for the sinful and vain craft of painting, carving, or casting 
that they had used; promising GOD faithfully never to do so 
after, [ac}knowledging openly before all men, their reprovable 
earning. And also, sir, these priests, that shrive, as ye do say, 
painters, and enjoin them to do penance, and pray for their 
speed, promising tothem help of their prayers for to be curious 
[cunning] in their sinful crafts, sin herein more grievously 
than the painters. for these priests do comfort and give 
them counsel to do that thing, which of gieat pain (yea, 
under the pain of GOD's curse |) they should utterly forbid 
them. For, certes, Sir, if the wonderful working of GOD, 
and the holy living and teaching of Curis and of his 
Apostles and Prophets were made known to the people by 
holy living and true and busy teaching of pricsis; these 
things, Sir, were sufficient baoks and kalendars #0 know GOD 
by, and His Saints: without any images made with man's 
hand: but, certes, the vicious living of priests and their 
covetousness are [the] chief cause of this error and all other 
viciousness that reigneth among the people.” 

Archbishop. Then the Archbishop said to me, “T hold 
thee a vicious priest, and a curst! and all them that are of 
thy sect! for all priests of Holy Church and all images that 
move men to devotion; thou and such others go about to 
destroy! Losell! were it a fair thing 1o comeinto a church, 
and see tMerein none image ? ” 

William, And I said, ‘ Sir, they that come tothe church, 
for to pray devoutly to the LORD GOD, may in their inward 
wits be the more fervent [when] that all their outward wits 
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be closed from all outward seeing and hearing and from all 
distroublance and lettings [Aindrances]. And since Crrist 
blessed them that saw him not bodily,| and have believed 
faithfully in him: it sufficeth then, to all men, through hearing 
and knowing of GOD’s Word, and to do thereafter, for to be- 
lieve in GOD, though they see never images made with man’s 
hands, after any Person of the Trinity, or of any other Saint.” 

Aychbishop. And the Archbishop said to me with a 
fervent spirit, “1 say to thee, losell! that it is right well 
done to make and to have an image of the Trinity! Yea, 
what sayestethou? Is it not a stirring thing to behold such 
an imape ?”’ 

William, And I said, “ Sir, ye saig, right now, that in the 
Old Law, ere Christ took mankind, no likeness of any Person 
of the ‘Trinity was shewed to men; wherefore, Sir, ye said it 
was not then lawful to have images: but now ye say, since 
Cuist is become man, it is lawful to make and to have an 
image of the ‘'rinity, and algo of other saints, But, sir, this 
thing would I learn of you! Since the Father of heaven, 
yea, and every Person of the Trinity was, without beginning, 
GOD Almighty, and many holy prophets, that were dedely 
(deathly, t.¢., liable to death} men, were martyrized violently in 
the Old Law, and also many men and women then died holy 
Confessors : why was it not then, as lawful and necessary as 
now, to have made an image of the Father of heaven, and to 
have made and had other images of martyrs, prophets, and 
holy confessors to have been kalendars to advise men and 
move them lomdevotion, as ye sap that images now doe” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said, ‘Lhe Synagogue 
of Jews had not authority to approye these things, as the 
Church of Christ hath now,” q 

William, And I said, “ Sir, Saint Grraory was a great 
man in the New Law, and of great dignity; and as the 
Comnion [? Canon] Law witnesseth, he commended greatly 
a Bishop, in that he forbade utterly the images made with 
man’s hand, should be worshipped.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, ‘ Ungracious 
Josell) thou lavourest no more the truth, than a hound! 
Since at the Rood[s] at the North Door fof Sant Pauls 
Chueh at London, at our Lady at Walsinghary, and many 
other divers places in Jingland, are many great and preisable 
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[prectous] miracles done: should not the images of such holy 
saints and places, at (ow account of| the reverence of GOD, 
and our Lady, and other saints, be more worshipped, than 
other places and images where no such miracles are done?” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, there is no such virtue in any 
imagery, that any images should herefore be worshipped ; 
wherefore I am certain that there is no miracle done of GOD 
in any place in earth, because that any images made with 
man’s hand, should be worshipped. And herefore, Sir, as | 
I preached openly at Shrewsbury and other places, I say now 
here before you: that nobody should trust thet there were 
any virtue in imagery made with man's hand, and herefore 
nobody should vow tp them, nor seek them, nor kneel to 
them, nor bow to them, nor pray to them, nor offer any- 
thing to them, nor kiss them, nor incense them. For, 
fo, the most worthy of such images, the Brazen Serpent, by 
Mosgs made, at GOD’s bidding! the good King Hezrxian 
destroyed worthily and thankfully; for because it was 
incensed, ‘Therefore, Sir, if men take good heed {o the 
writing and to the learning of Saint AuGcustinr, of Saint 
Gregory, and of Saint Joun Crrysosrom, and of other 
Saints and Doctors, how they speak and wiite of miracles 
that shall be done now in the last end of the world; it is to 
dread that, for the unfaithfulness of men and women, the 
Fiend hath great power for to work many of the miracles that 
now are done in such places. Tor both men and women 
delight now, more for to hear and know miracles, than they do 
to know GOD’s Word or 4o hear it effectuously, Wherefore, 
to the great confusion of all them that thus do, Christ saith, 
The generation of adulterers requireth tokens, miracles, and wonders, 
Nevertheless, as divers Saints say, now, when the faith of 
GOD is published in Christendom, the Word of God sufficeth 
to man's salvation, without such miracles; and thus also the 
Word of GOD sufliceth to all faithful men and women, with- 
out any such images. 

“But, good Sir, since the I’ather of heaven, that is GOD in 
His Godhead, is the most unknown thing that may be, and the 
most Wonderful Spirit, having in it no shape or likeness of 
any members of any dedely [deadly, z.2., able (o death| crea- 
ture: in what likeness, or what image, may GOD {he Vather’* 


be shewed or painted ?” * 
e 
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Archbishop, And the Arehhishop said, “As Holy Church 
hath suffered, and yet suffereth the images of all the ‘Trinity, 
and other images to be painted and shewed, sufficeth to them 
that are members of Woly Church. But since thou art a 
rotten member cut away from Iloly Chuich, thou favourest 
nol the ordinance thereof! ut since the day passeth, leave 
we Lhis matter |” 


\Rchbishop, And then he said to me, “ What sayest 
Ml thou, to the third point that is certified against 
H} thee, preaching openly in Shrewsbury that Pilgriin- 
™ ave is not lawful? And, over this, thou saidest that 
those men and women that go on pilgrimgges to Canterbury, to 
Beverley,to Carlington,to Walsingham, and to any such other places, 
are accursed; and made foolish, spending their goods tn waste.” 

William, And I said, ‘Sir, by this Certification, T am ace 
cused to you, that I should teach that no pilgrimage is lawful. 
But I never said thus. Por I know that there he true pilgrim. 
ages, and Jawful and full pleasant to GOD; and therefore, 
Sir, howsoever mine enemies have certified you of me, I told 
at Shrewsbury of two manner of pilgrimages.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “Whom 
callest thou true pilgrims? ” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, with my Protestation, I call 
them true pilgrims travelling towards the bliss of heaven, 
which (in the state, degree, or order that GOD calleth them) 
do busy them faithfully for to occupy all their wits bodily and 
ghostly, to know truly and keep faithfully ethe biddings of 
GOD, hating and flecing all the seven deadly sins and every 
branch of them, ruling them virluously, as it is said before, 
with all their wits, doing discreetly, wilfully and gladly all 
the works of mercy, bodily and ghostly, alter their cunning 
and power abling them to the gifls of the IIOLY GIIOST, 
disposing them to receive in their souls, and to hold therein 
the right blessings of Curist ; busying them to know and to 
keep the seven principal virtues: and so then they shall 
obtain herethrough grace for to use thankfully to GOD all 
the conditions of charity; and then they shall be movéd with 
the good Spirit of GOD for to cxamine oft and diligently 

“their consgience, that neither wilfully nor wiltingly they err 
in ang Article of Beliel, having continually (as frailty will 
n 
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suffer) all their business to dread and to flee the offence of 
GOD, and to love over all things and to seck ever to do His 
pleasant will. 

“Of these pilgrims, I said, ‘ Whatsoever good thought that 
they any time think, what virtuous word that they speak, and 
what fruitful work that they work; every such thought, word, 
and work is a step numbered of GOD towards Him into heaven, 
These foresaid pilgrims of GOD delight sore, when they hear 
of saints or of virluous men and women, how they forsook 
wilfully the prosperity of this life, how they withstood the 
suggestion of the Fiend, how they restrained. their fleshly 
lusts, how discreet they were in their penance doing, how 
patient they were in all their adversities, how prudent they 
were in counselling of men and women, moving them to 
hate all sin and to flee them and to shame ever greatly 
thereof, and to love al virtues and to draw to them, imagin- 
ing how Curist and his followers (by example of him) suffered 
scorns and slanders, and how patiently they abode and took 
the wrongful menacing of tyrants, how homely they were and 
serviceable to poor men to relieve and comfort them bodily 
and ghostly after their power and cunning, and how devout 
they were in prayers, how fervent they were in heavenly 
desires, and how they absented them from spectacles of vain 
seeings and hearings, and how stable they were to Ict [hinder] 
and to destroy all vices, and how laborious and joyful they 
were to sow and plant virtues, These heavenly conditions 
and such others, have the pilgrims, or endeavour them for to 
have, whose pilgimage GOD accepteth.’ + 

“And again I said, ‘As their works shew, the most part of 
men or women that go now on pilgrimages have not these 
foresaid conditions; nor Joveth to busy them faithfully for to 
have. Tor (as 1 well know, since I have full oft assayed) 
examine, whosoever will, twenty of these pilgrims! and he 
shall not find three men or women that know surely a Com. 
mandment of GOD [t.2., one of the Ten Commandments), nor 
can say their Pater noster and Ave Marra! nor their Credo, 
readily in any manner of language. AndasI have learned, 
and alsé know somewhat by experience of these same pilgrims, 
telling the cause why that many men and women go hither 
and thithes now on pilgrimages, it is more for the ,health of+* 
their bodies, than of their souls! more for to have richesse and 
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prosperity of this world, than for to be enriched with virtues 
in their souls! more to have here worldly and fleshly friend- 
ship, than for Lo have friendship of GOD and of Ilis saints in 
heaven. Jor whatsoever thing aman or woman doth, the 
friendship of GOD, nor of any other Saint, cannot be had 
without keeping of GOD’s commandments.’ 

Tor with my Protestation, I say now, as I said at Shrews- 
bury, ‘though they that have fleshly wills, travel fortheir bodies, 
and spend mickle money to seck and to visit the bones or 
images, as they say they do, of this saint and of that; such 
pilgrimage-going is neither praisable nor thankful 1o GOD, 
nor to any Saint of GOD; since, in effect, all such pilgrims 
despise GOD and all His commandmegts and Saints. Tor 
the commandments of GOD they will neither know nor keep, 
nor conform them to live virluously by example of Curis 
and of his Saints.’ 

“Wherefore, Sir, I have preached and taught openly, and 
so I purpose all my lifetime to do, with GOD’s help, saying 
that ‘such fond people waste blamefully GOD’s goods in their 
vain pilgrimages, spending their goods upon vicious hostclars 
{innkeepers}, which are oft unclean women of their bodies; and 
at the least, those goods with the which, they should do works 
of mercy, after GOD’s bidding, to poor needy men and women.’ 

“@ These poor men’s goods and their livelihood, these 
runners about offer to rich priests! which have mickle more 
livelihood than they need; and thus those goods, they waste 
wilfully, and spend them unjustly, against GO1)’s bidding, 
upon strangers; with which they sheuld helpgind rélieve, after 
GOD’s will, their poor needy neighbours at home. Yea, and 
over this folly, ofttimes divers men and women of these 
runners thus madly hither and thithey into pilgrimage, borrow 
hereto other men's goods (yea, and sometimes they steal 
men’s goods hereto), and they pay them never again, 

Also, Sir, T know well, that when divers men and women 
will go thus alter their own wills, and finding out one pil- 
grimage, they will ordain with them before|hand] to have 
with them both men and women that can well sing wanton 
songs; and some other pilgrims will have with them bafspipes: 
so that every,town that they come through, what with the 

“noise of their singing, and with the sound of their piping, and 
with she jangling of their Canterbury bells, and with the 
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barking out of dogs after them, they make more noise than 
if the King came there away, with all his clarions and many 
other minstrels. And if these men and women be a month 
out in their pilgrimage, many of them shall be, a half year 
afler, great janglers, lale-tellers, and liars.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, “ Lewd 
losell! thou seest not far enough in this matter! for thou 
considerest not the great travail of pilgrims; therefore thou 
blamest that thing that is praisable! I say to thee, that it 
is right well done; that pilgrims have with them both singers 
and also pipers: that when onc of them that goeth barefoot 
striketh his toe upon a stone and hurteth him sore and 
maketh him to bleed; it is well done, that he or his fellow, 
begin then a song or ele take out of his bosom a bagpipe for to 
drive away with such mirth, the hurt of his fellow. For with 
such solace, the travail and weariness of pilgrims is lightly 
and merrily brought forth.” 

William. And I said, “Sir, Saint Paux teacheth men, éo 
weep with them that weep.” 

rehbishop, And the Archbishop said, ‘ What janglest 
thou against men’s devotion? Whatsoever thou or such 
other say, I say, that the pilgrimage that now is used, is to 
them that do it, a praisable and a good mean{s} to come the 
rather to grace. But I hold thee unableto know this grace ! 
for thou enforcest thee to let (Ainder] the devotion of the 
people, since by authority of Holy Scripture, men may law- 
fully have and use such solace as thou reprovest! Tor 
Davin in his lagt Psalm,.teacheth me to have divers instru- 
ments of music*for to praise therewith GOD." 

William, And I said, “Sir, by the sentence [opinions] of 
divers Doctors expounding the Psalms of Davin, the music 
and minstrelsy that Davrp and other Saints of the Old Law 
spake of, owe [ought], now, neither to be taken nor used by 
the letter; but these instruments with their music ought to 
be interpreted ghostly [spiritually] : for all those figures are 
called Virtues and Grace, with which virtues men should 
please GOD and praise His name. For Saint Pau saith, 
All such things befell to them in figure, Therefore, Sir, I 
understand that the letter of this Psaln of Davin and of such 
other Psajns and sentences, doth slay them that taken them 
now literally. ‘This sentence, I understand, Sir, Curyst ap- 
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proveth himself, putting out the minstrels, ere that he would 
yuicken the dead damsel.” 

Avohbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, Lewd 
Josell | is it nol lawful for us to have organs in the church, 
for to worship Lherewithal GOD?” 

William, And I said, “ Yea, Sir, by man’s ordinance 3 bul, 
hy the ordinance of GOD, a good sermon to the people's 
understanding, were mickle more pleasant to GOD |” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said that “ organs and 
good delectable songs quickened and sharpened more men’s 
wits, than should any sermon!” 

William, But I said, “Sir, lusty men and worldly lovers 
delight and covet and travail to have all their wils quickened 
and sharpened with divers sensible solafe : but all the faithful 
lovers and followers of Ciirtsy have all their delight to hear 
GOD's Word, and to understand il truly, and to work there- 
afler faithfully and continually. Lor, no doubt, to dread to 
offend GOD, and to love to please [lim in all things, 
quickeneth and sharpeneth all the wits of Crrrst’s chosen 
people, and ableth them so to grace, that they joy greatly to 
withdraw their cars, and all their wits and members from all 
worldly delight, and from all fleshly solace. Tor Saint 
Jerome, as I think, saith, Nobody may joy with this world, 
and reign with Curist.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop, as if he had been dis- 
pleased with mine answer, said to his Clerks, ‘‘ What guess 
ye this idiot will speak there, where he hath none dread ; since 
he spaketh thus. now, here in my presence ?, Well, well, by 
od! thou shalt be ordained for)" ° 


WFR MIND then he spake to me, all angerly, “ What sayest 

WM! thou to this fourth point that is certified against 
thee, preaching openly and boldly in Shrewsbury, 
r==—9 ‘That priests have no title to tithes?” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I named there no word of 
tithes in my preaching. But, more than a month after [? June, 
1407) that I was arrested, there in prison [at Shrewsbury), aman 
came to,me into the prison, asking me ‘What Isaid of tithes?’ 

“ And I said tohim, ‘ Sir, in this town, are many Clerks and 

+ Priests; of which some of them are called Religjous Men, 
though many of them be Seculars, ‘Therefore, ask ye of 
them this question |’ 
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“ And this man said to me, ‘Sir, our prelates say that we 
are also obliged to pay our tithes of all things that renew to 
us; and that they are accursed that withdraw any part 
wittingly from them of their tithes.’ 

“And I said, Sir, to that man, as with my Protestation, I 
say now here before you, that ‘I had wonder[ed] that any 
priest dare say men to be accursed, without ground of GOD's 
Word.’ 

“ And the man said, ‘Sir, our priests say that they curse 
men thus, by authority of GOD’s Law.’ 

“And I said, ‘Sir, I know not where ‘this sentence of 
cursing is authorized now in the Bible. And therefore, Sir, I 
pray you that ye will ask the most cunning Clerk of this 
town, that ye may kndw where this sentence, “cursing them 
that tythe not now,” is written in GOD’s Law: for if it were 
written there, I would right gladly be learned (¢nformed} where.’ 

“ But, shortly, this man would not go from me, to ask this 
question of another body; but required me, there, as I would 
answer before GOD | if, in this case, the cursing of priests 
were lawful and approved of GOD? 

“ And, shortly, therewith came to my mind the learning of 
Saint Perer, teaching priests especially, to hallow the LORD 
Curist in their hearts, being evermore ready, as far as in them 
is, to answer through faith and hope, to them that ask of then a 
veasow, And this lesson Prrer teacheth me to use, with a 
meek spirit, and with dread of the LORD. 

“Wherefore, Sir, I said to this man, in this wise, ‘In 
the Old Law, which ended not fully till the time that Crist 
rose up again froM death to life, GOD commanded tithes to 
be given to the Leviles for the great business and daily 
travail that perlained to their office: but Priests, because 
their travail was mickle fnore easy and light than was the 
office of the Levites, GOD ordained that Priests should 
take for their lifelode ((velihood] to do their office, the tenth 
part of those tithes that were given to the Levites, 

¢ But now,’ I said, ‘in the New Law, neither Curist 
nor any of his Apostles took tithes of the people, nor com- 
mandedathe people to pay tithes, neither to Priests nor to 
Deacons, But Curist taught the people to. do almesse 
{alins], that.is, works of mercy to poor needy meh, of surplus 
that is superfluouse [superfluity] of their temporal godds which 
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they had more than them needed reasonably to their necessary 
livelihood. And thus,’ I said, ‘not of tithes, but of pure 
alms of the people Criris lived and his Apostles, when they 
were so busy in Leaching of the Word of GOD io the people, 
that they might not travail otherwise for to get their liveli- 
hood. Butafler Cririst’s Ascension, and when the Apostles 
had received the OLY GHOST, they travailed with their 
hands for to get their livelihood when that they might thus 
do for [on account of | busy preaching. ‘Therefore, by example 
of himself, St. Pau teacheth all the priests of Crise for 
to travail with their hands, when for busy teaching of the 
people, they might thus do. And thus all these priests 
(whose priesthood GOD accepteth now, or will accept; or 
did [accept] in the Apostles’ time, afid after their decease) 
will do, to the world’s end. 

“But as Costerctensts telleth, in the thousand year of our 
Lord Jusus Cust, two hundred and eleventh year, one 
Pope, the tenth Gavcaory, ordained new tithes first to be 
tfiven to priests now in the New Law. But Saint Pauw in 
his time (whose trace or example, all priests of GOD enforce 
them to follow), secing the covetousness that was among the 
people (desiring to destroy this foul sin, through the grace 
of GOD, and true virtuous living and example of himself) 
wrote and taught all priests for to follow him, as he followed 
Currst, patiently, willingly, and gladly in high poverty. 
Whereloe Paur saith this, The LORD hath ordained, that 
they that preach the Gospel shall live by the Gospel. But we, 
saith Pau, that covet and busy us to be faithful followers of 
CHRIST, we tal thes power. Vor, lo, as PACT witnessed afters 
ward, when he was full poor and needy, preaching among 
the people, he was not chargeous [chargeable} unto them, but 
with his hands he travailed, not oly to get his own living, 
but also the living of other poor and needy creatures. And 
since the people were never so coyelous nor so avarous 
lavarvicious|, I guess, as they are now; il were good counsel 
that all priests took good heed Lo this heavenly learning of 
Paur: following him here, in wilful poverty, nothing charging 
the people for their bodily livelihood. Fs 

But because that many priests do contrary PAut in this 
foresaid doctrine, Pau biddeth the people take heed to thase 
prigsts, that follow him, as he had given them ex&mple: as if 
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PavL would say thus to the people, “Accept ye none other 
priests, than they that live after the form that I have taught 
youl” For, certain, in whatsoever dignity or order that any 
priest is in, if he conform him not to follow Curis and his 
Apostles in wilful poverty and in other heavenly virtues, and 
specially in true preaching of GOD’s Word; though such 
a one be named a Priest, yet he is no more but a Priest in 
name: for the work of a very Priest sucha one wanteth! 
This sentence [opinion] approveth AuGusTINE, GREGORY, 
Creo and [Grosserarz, Bishop of] Lincoun 
plainly.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “ Thinkest 
thou this wholesome learning for to sow openly, or yet privily 
among the people! Certain, this doctrine contrarieth 
plainly the ordinance of Holy Fathers: which have ordained, 
granted, and licensed priests to be in divers degrees; and to 
live by tithes and offerings of the people, and by other duties.” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, if priests were now in mea- 
surable measure and number; and lived virtuously, and taught 
busily and truly the Word by the example of Curist and of 
his Apostles, without tithes offerings and other duties that 
pee now challenge and take: the people would give them 

reely sufficient livelihood.” 

A Olevk, And a Clerk said to me, “ How wilt thou make 
this good, that the people will give freely to priests their 
livelihood; since that now, by the law, every priest can 
scarcely constrain the people to give them their livelihood?” 

William.’ And J said, “Sir, it is now no wonder, though 
the people grudge to give the priests the livelihood that they 
ask} for mickle people know, now, how that priests should 
live; and how that they Jive contrary to Curist and His 
Apostles, And therefore the people are full heavy to pay, as 
they do, their temporal goods to Parsons and to other Vicars 
and Priests; which should be faithful dispensators of the 
pavish’s goods, taking to themselves no more but a scarce 
living of tithes nor of offerings by the Ordinance of the Com- 
mon Law. For whatsoever priests take of the people, be it 
tithes or offering, or any other duty or service, the priests 
ought not to have thereof no more but a bare living: and to 
depart [giveezway] the residue to the poor men and.women, 
specially of the parish of whom they take this temporal living. 
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But the most deal [greater portion] of priests now waste their 
parish's poods, and spendeth them at their own will, alte? the 
world in their vain lusts: so that in few places poor men have 
duly, as they should have, their own sustenance, neither of 
lithes nor of offerings, nor of other large wages and foundations 
that priests take of the people in divers manners, above that 
they need for needful sustenance of meat and clothing. But 
the poor needy people are forsaken and left of priests, to be 
sustained of the paroshenis ( parishioners); as if the pricsts took 
nothing of the parishioners, for to help the poor people with. 
And thus, Sir, into over great charges of the parishioners, 
they pay their temporal goods twice; where once might 
suffice, if priests were true dispensatas. 

© Also, Sir, the parishioners that pay their temporal goods, 
be they tithes or offerings, to priests that do not their office 
among them justly, are paitners of every sin of those priests: 
because Lhat they sustain those priests’ folly in their sin, with 
their temporal goods, If these things be well considered, 
what wonder is it then, Sit, if the parishioners grudge against 
these dispensators ?” 

Archbishop. ‘Then the Archbishop said to me, “ ‘Thou that 
shouldest be judged and ruled by Holy Church, vedaal 
tuously, thou deemest Iloly Church to have erred in the ordi- 
nance of tithes and other duties to be paid to pricsts | It 
shall be long ere thou thrive, losell! that thou despisest thy 
ghostly Mother! Low darest thou speak this, losell | among 
the people? Are not tithes given to priests for to live hy?” 

William, And I said, “Sir, Saint Pauy saith that tithes 
were piven in the Old Taw to Levites and to Priests, that 
came of the lineage of Luvi, But oir priest, he saith, came not 
of the lineage of Lyv1, but of the Hneage of JUDAU 3 to which 
FUDAN, no lithes were promised lo be given, And therefore Raut 
saith, Svace the priesthood 1s changed from the generation of LEVI 
to the generation of JUDAIL, 4 is necessary that changing also be 
made of the Law. So that priests live now without tithes and 
other duties that they now claim ; following Cunist and his 
Apostles in wilful poverty, as they have given them ex- 
ample. Lor since Curis lived all the time of Tis preaching 
by pure [tha simple} alms of the people, and (by example of 
him) his Apostles lived in the same wise, or ¢lse by the 
travail of their hands, asit is said above; cvery priest, whose 
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priesthood Curist approveth, knoweth well, and confesseth 
In word and in work that a disciple oweth [ought) not to be above 
lis Master, but tt sufficeth to a discrple to be as his Master, simple 
and pure, meek and patient: and hy example specially of his 
Master Curist, every pricst should rule himin all his living; 
and so, afler his cunning and power, a priest should busy 
him to inform and to 1ule whomsoever he might charitably.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, with a great 
spirit, ‘“GOD’s curse have thou and thine for this teaching ! 
for thou wouldest hereby make the Old Law more free and 
perfect than the New Law! For thou sayest it is lawful for 
Levites and to Priests to take tithes in the Old Law, and so 
to enjoy their privileggs; but to us priests in the New Law, 
thou sayest it is not lawful to take tithes! And thus, thou 
givest the Levites of the Old Law more freedom, than to 
priests of the New Law!” 

William. And I said, “Sir, I marvel, that ye understand 
this plain text of Paut thus! Ye wot well, that the Levites 
and Priests in the Old Law, that took tithes, were not so free 
nor so perfect as Curist and his Apostles that took no tithes | 
And, Sir, there is a Doctor, I think that it is Saint Jeroen, 
that saith thus, The priests that challenge now in the New Law, 
tithes, say, 1 effect that Curist is not become Man, nor that he 
hath yet suffered death for man's love. Whereupon, this Doctor 
saith this sentence, Since tithes were the hives and wages linited 
to Lewites and to Priests of the Old Law, for bearing about of 
the Tabernacle, and for slaying and flaying of beasts, and" for 
burning of sacrifice, and for keeping of the Temple, and for tramping 
of batile before the host of Israel, and other divers observances that 
pertained to their office; those priests, that will challenge or take 
tithes, deny that CURIST ts gomen in flesh, and do the Priest's offica 
of the Old Law, for whom tithes were granted : for else, as the 
Doctor saith, priests lake now tithes wrongfully.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to his Clerks, 
“Fleard ye ever losell speak thus! Certain, this is the 
learning of them all, that wheresoever they come, and they 
may be suffered, they enforce them to expugn the freedom of 
Holy Church |” . 

William. And I said, “Sir, why call you the taking of 
tithes and qf such other duties that priests challenge now °* 
wrongfully ‘the freedom of Holy Church’; since neiéher 
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Cirist? nor his Apostles challenged nor took such duties? 
Ilerefore these takings of priests now, are not called justly 
‘the freedom of Iloly Church’: but all such giving and tak- 
ing ought to be called and holden ‘the slanderous covctous- 
ness of men of the [oly Church,” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “Why, 
losell ! will not thou and others that are confedered [con- 
federated] with thee, seek oul of Holy Scripture and of the 
sentence of Doctors, all sharp authorities against Lords and 
Knights and Squires, and against other secular men, as thou 
dost against priésts ?” 

William, And I said, ‘ Sir, whatsoever men or women, 
Lords or Ladies, or any otheis that are present in our 
preaching specially, or in our communing, after our cunning, 
we to tell to them their office and their charges: but, Sir, since 
Curysostom saith the priests ave the stomach of the people, it is 
needful in preaching and also in communing, to be most busy 
about this priesthood, since by the viciousness of priests, 
both Lords and Commons are most sinfully infected and led 
into the worst. And because that the covetousness of priests, 
and pride and the boast that they have and make, of their 
dignity and power, destroyeth not only the virtues of priest- 
hood in priests themselves: but also, over this, it stirreth 
GOD to take great vengeance both upon Lords and Com- 
mons, which suffer these priests charitably.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, “Thou 
judgest every priest proud that will not go arrayed as thou 
dost! By God! I deem him to he more, meck that gocth 
every day ina scarlet gown, than thou, in that threadbare 
blue gown! Whereby knowest thou a proud man?" 

William, And I said, “ Sir, a proud priest may be known 
when he denicth to lollow Crist ‘and his Apostles in wilful 
poverty and other virtues; and coveteth worldly worship, 
and taketh it gladly, and gathereth together with pleting 
(? pleading| menacing or with flatlering, or with simony, any 
worldly goods: and most if a priest busy him net chiefly in 
himself, and after in all other men and women, after his 
cunning and power, to withstand sin.” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said to me, “Though 
thou knewesl'a priest to have all these vices, and though 
tho sawest a priest, lovely, lie now by a woman, knowing 
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her fleshly ; wouldest thou herefore deem this priest damn- 
able? I say to thee, that in the turning about of thy hand, 
such a sinner may be verily repented!” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I will not damn any man for 
any sin that I know done or may be done; so that the sinner 
leaveth his sin! But, by authority of Holy Scripture, he 
that sinneth thus openly, as ye shew here, is damnable for 
doing of such a sin; and most specially a priest that should 
be [an] example to all others for to hate and fly sin: and in 
how short time that ever ye say, that such a sinner may be 
repented, he oweth foughé] not, of him that knoweth his 
sinning, to be judged verily repentant, without open evidence 
of great shame and heaaty sorrow forhis sin. For whosoever, 
and specially a priest, that useth pride, envy, covetousness, 
lechery, simony, or any other vices ; and sheweth not, as open 
evidence of repentance, as he hath given evil example and 
occasion of sinning: if he continue in any such sinas long as 
he may, it is likely that sin leaveth him and he not sin; and, 
as I understand, such a one sinneth unto death, for whom 
nobody oweth [ought] to pay, as Saint Jorn saith.” 

A Clerk, And a Clerk said to the Archbishop, “ Sir, the 
longer that ye appose him, the worse he is! and the more 
that ye busy you to amend him, the waywarder he is! for he 
is of so shrewd a kind, that he shameth not only to be himself 
a foul nest; but, without shame, he busieth him to make his 
nest fouler!” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to his Clerk, 
“Suffer a while, fgr I am at an ond with him | for there is 
one other point certified against him; and I will hear what 
he saith thereto.” 


¢ 

IND so then, he said to me, “ Lo, it is here certified 
4 against thee, that thou preachedst openly at Shrews- 
A] bury that ct 2s not lawful t swear in any case,” 
William, And I said, “ Sir, I preached never so 
openly, nor I have not taught in this wise, in any place. But, 
Sir, as I preached in Shrewsbury, with my Protestation I say 
to you now here, That by the authority of the Gospel and of 
Saint James, and by witness of divers Saints and Doctors, I 
have preached openly, in one place or other, that it is not law- 
ful in any case to swear by any creature. And, over this, ‘Sir, 
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have also preached and taught, by the foresaid authorities, 
that nobody should swear in any case, if that without oath, in 
any wise, he that is charged to swear, might excuse him to 
them that have power to compel him to swear in leful things 
and lawful: but if a man may not excuse him without oath to 
them that have power to compel him to swear, then he ought 
to swear only by GOD, taking Him only, that is Soothfast- 
ness, for to witness the soothfastness.” 

A Clerk, And then a Clerk asked me, “If it were not 
leful [law/ul] Lo a subject, al the bidding of his Prelate, for to 
kneel down and touch the Iloly Gospel book, and kiss it 
saying, So help me, GOD! and this holy doom! {for he should, 
after his cunning and power, do all éhings, that his Prelate 
commandeth him 2??? 

William, And [ said to them, “ Sirs, ye speak here full 
generally and largely! What, if a Prelate commanded his 
subject to do an unlawful thing, should he obey thereto ?” 

yohbishop. And the Archbishop said Lo me, ‘A subject 
ought not to suppose that his Prelate will bid him do an 
unlawlul thing. Lor a subject ought to think that his Pre- 
late will bid him do nothing but that he will answer for 
before GOD, that it is lefull [faw/nui]: and then, though the 
bidding of the Prelate be unlawful, the subject hath no peril 
to fulfil it; since that he thinketh and judgeth that what- 
soever thing his Prelate biddeth him do, that is leful to 
him for to do if.” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I trust not hereto! But to 
our first purpose! Sir, I tell you that, 1 was once in a 
genUemen’s house, and there were then two Clerks there, a 
Master of Divinity and a Man of Law; which Man of Law 
was also communing in divinity. And among other things, 
these men spake of oaths, And the Man of Taw said, CAt 
the bidding of his Sovereign which had power to charge him 
to swear, he would Jay fis hand upon a book, and hear 
his charge; and if his charge, to his understanding were 
unlawful, he would hastily withdraw his hand from the 
book; and if he perceived his charge to be Ieful he would 
hold still his hand upon the book, taking there only GOD to 
witness that he would fulfil that lelul charge afler his 
power’, And the Master of Divinity said then jo him thus, 
* Certain, he that layeth his hand upon a book in this wise, 
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and maketh there a promise to do that thing that he is 
commanded, is obliged there, by book oath, then, to fulfil 
his charge. Tor, no doubt, he that chargeth him to lay his 
hand thus upon a book, touching the book and swearing by 
it, and kissing it, promising in this form, to do this thing or 
that, will say and witness, that he that touchcth thus a book 
and kisseth it, hath sworn upon that book; and all other 
men that sce that men thus do, and also all those that 
hear thereof in the same wise, will say and witness that 
tus man hath sworn upon a book! Wherefore,’ the Master 
of Divinity said, ‘it was not leful, neithas to give nor to 
take any such charge upon a book! for every book is 
nothing else but divers creatures (created things), of which it 
is made of: thereforé’to swear upon a book, is to swear by 
creatures! and this swearing is ever unleful.’ 

“This sentence witnesseth Curysosrom, plainly blaming 
them greatly, that bring forth a book for to swear upon, 
charging Clerks that in nowise they constrain anybody to 
swear, whether they think a man to swear true or false.” 

And the Archbishop and his Clerks scorned me, and 
blamed me greatly for this saying. And the Archbishop 
menaced me with great punishment and sharp, except I 
left this opinion of swearing. 

William, And I said, “ Sir, this is not mine opinion; but 
it is the opinion of Curist our Saviour! and of Saint Jams! 
and of Curysosrom! and of other divers Saints and Doctors!” 

Then the Archbishop bad a Clerk read this Homily of 
Curysostom, which IZomily this Clerk held in his hand 
written in a rolly which roll the Archbishop caused to be 
taken from my fellow at Canterbury: and so then this Clerk 
read this roll, till he came to a clause where CHrysostom 
saith that ¢¢ ¢s six, to swear well, 

A Clerk (?Malveren), And then a Clerk, Matvrren 
as I guess, said to the Archbishop, “Sir, I pray you wit 
of him, how that he understandefh Curysosrom here, saying 
it to be sin, to swear well.” 

Archbishop, And so the Archbishop asked me, “ How I 
understood here Cirrysos‘rom ? 

William, And, certain, I was somewhat afraid to answer 
hereto; for I had not busied me to study about the sense , 
hereof: bit lifting up my mind to GOD, I prayed Him, of" 

* 


* 
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grace, And, as fast, as T thought how Cris said to 
his apostles, When, for my name, ye shall be brought before 
judges, I will give into your month, wisdom, that your advcy- 
savies shall nol against say [gainsay|; and trusting faithfully 
in the Word of GOD, I said, “ Sir, I know well, that many 
men and women have now swearing so in custom, that they 
know nol, nor will not know that they do evil for 4o swear 
as they do: bul they think and say, that they do well 
for to swear as they do; though they know well that they 
swear untruly. Lor they say, ‘They may by their swearing, 
though it he false, falvoid blame or temporal harm; which 
they should have, if they swore not thus.’ 

And, Sir, many men and women maintain strongly that 
they swear well, when that thing is so8th that they swear for. 

“Also full many men and women say now that ‘It is 
well done to swear by creatures, when they may not (as they 
say) otherwise be believed,’ 

“And also full many men and women now say that ‘It is 
well done to swear by GOD and by our Lady, and by other 
Saints ; for to have them in mind!’ 

“ But since all these sayings are but excusations [excuses] 
and sin, methinketh, Sir, that this sentence of Curygosrom 
may be alleged well against all such swearers: witnessing that 
these sin grievously; though they think themselves for to 
swear in this foresaid wisc, well. Jor it is evil done and 
great sin for to swear truth, when, in any manner, a man 
may excuse him without oath.” 

‘Archbiahop. And the Archbishop said that,“ Crmeysos- 
‘vom might be thus understood.” o 

AClork, And then a Clerk said tome, “Wilt thou tarry my 
Lord no longer | but submit thee here meekly to the ordinance 
of lIoly Church; and lay thine hand upon a book, touching 
the Moly Gospel of GOD, promising, not only with thy mouth 
but also with thine heart, fo stand to my Lord's ordinance ?” 

William, And I said, ‘Sir, have I not told you here, how 
that I heard a Master of Divinity say that, in such a case, 
it is all one to touch a book, and to swear by a book?” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, “There is no 
Maste’? of Divinity in ngland so great, thal if he hold this 

_ opinion before me, but I shall punish him as I shall do thee, 
except {lou swear as I shall charge thee!” * 
6 
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William, And I said,“ Sir, is not Curvsosrom an ententif 
Doctor?” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, “ Yea!” 

William, And I said, “If Curysosrom proveth him 
worthy great blame that bringeth forth a book to swear upon, 

‘ it must needs follow that he is more to blame that sweareth 
on that book!” 

Archbishop, And the Archbishop said, “If Curysos'rom 
meant according to the ordinance of Holy Church, we will 
accept him!” 

A Clerk, And then said a Clerk to me, “&s not the Word 
of GOD, and GOD Himself equipollent, that is, of one 
authority ?” 4 

William, And I said, “ Yeal” 

A Clerk. Then he said to me, “ Why wilt thou not swear, 
then, by the Gospel of GOD, that is, GOD’s Word; since it is 
all one to swear by the Word of GOD and by GOD Himself?” 

William, And I said, “ Sir, since I may not, now, other- 
wise be believed but by swearing, I perceive, as AUGUSTINE 
saith, that it is not speedful that ye, that should be my 


brethren, should not believe me: therefore I am ready, by, 


the Word of GOD (as the LORD commanded me by His 
Word), to swear.” 

A Clerk, Then the Clerk said to me, “ Lay, then, thine 
hand upon the book, touching the Holy Gospel of GOD; and 
take thy charge!” , 

William, And I said, “ Sir, I understand that the Holy 
Gospel of GOD may not be touched with man’s hands!” 

A Olerk, And the Clerk said I fonded [fooled], and that I 
said not truth. 

William, And I asked this Clerk, ‘ Whether it were 
more to read the Gospel, Sr to touch the Gospel?” 

A Clerk, And he said, “ It was more to read the Gospel!" 

William, Then I said, ‘Six, by authority of Saint 
Jerome, the Gospel is not the Gospel for [through] reading 
of the letter, but for the belicf that men have inthe Word of 
GOD; that it is the Gospel that we believe, and not the 
letter we read: for because the letter that is touched with 
man’s hand is not the Gospel, but the sentence that is verily 


believed in man’s heart is the Gospel. Torso Skint Jerome . 


saith, The Gospel, that is the virtue of GOD’s Word is hot y the 
J 
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leaves of the book, but it is in the root of reason. Neither the 
Gospel, he saith, is in the writing above of the letters ; but the 
Gospel is in the marking of the sentence of Scriptures. 

“This sentence approveth Saint PAavL, saying thus, The 
Kingdom of GOD is not in word, but in virtue. And Davip 
saith, The voice of the LORD, that is, IIis Word, is in virtue, 
And, after, Davin saith, Throtigh the Word of GOD, the heavens 
were formed ; and in the Spirit of IIis mouth ts all the virtue of 
them. And I pray you, Sir, understand ye well how Davip 
saith thal, 1» the Spivit of the mouth of the LORD 1s all the virtue 
of angels and ofeinten” ? 

A Clerk. And the Clerk said to me, “ Thou wouldst make 
us to fond with thee! Say we nok that the Gospels are 
written in the Mass book?” ’ 

William. And I said, “Sir, though men use [ave acets- 
tomed| 10 say thus, yet it is unperfect speech. For the 
principal part of a thing is properly the whole thing: for, 
lo, man’s soul that may not now be seen here, nor touched 
with any sensible thing, is properly Man! And all the virtue 
of a tree is in the root thereof, that may not be seen; for do 
away with the root, and the tree is destroyed! And, Sir, as 
ye said to me, right now, GOD and His Word are,of one 
authority ; and, Sir, Saint Jerome witnesseth that cunrst, 
Very GOD and Very Man; is hid in the letter of his Law; 
thus also, Sir, the Gospel is hid in the letter! 

“Bor, Sir, as it is full likely many divers men and women 
here in the earth touched Curis, and saw him, and knew 
his bodily person; which neither touched, nor saw, nor knew 
ghostly his Godhead: right thus, Sir, mafy men now touch, 
and sec, and write, and read the Scriptures of GOD’s Law, 
which neither touch, see, nor read effectually the Gospel. 
For as the Godhead of Curist, th&t is, the virtue of GOD, is 
known by the virtue through belief; so is the Gospel, that is 
Curist’s Word!” e 

A Clerk. And a Clerk said to me, “These be full misty 
matters and unsavoury, that thou showest here to us!” 

William. And I said, “ Six, if ye, that are Masters, know 
not plainly this sentence, ye may sore dread that the Kingdom 
of Heaven be taken from you! as it was from the Princes 

+, of Priests £nd from the Elders of the Jews.” 

4 Clerk (@ Malveyen), And then a Clerk? as I guess 

a 


Wilton) THEY LAYED WAIT ‘TO ENTRAP WILLIAM. 1 55 


MAuveren, said to me, “ Thou knowest not thine equivoca- 
tions! for the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ hath diverse under- 
standings, What callest thou the ‘ Kingdom of Heaven’ in 
this sentence, that thou shewest here?” 

William. And I said, “ Sir, by good reason, and sentence 
of Doctors, the Realm of Heaven is called here, the under- 
standing of GOD's Word.” 

A Glerk, And a Clerk said to me, From whom, thinkest 
thou, that this understanding is taken away?” 

William. And I said, “Sir, by authority of Curist 
himself, the effectual understanding of Curs1’s word is 
taken away from all them chiefly which are great-lettered 
(leavned] men, and presyme to understand high things, and 
will be holden wise men, and desire mastership and high 
state and dignity: but they will not conform them to the 
living and teaching of Curist and of His Apostles.” 

Archbishop. Then the Archbishop said, ‘ Well, well, 
thou wilt judge thy sovereigns! By God! the King [Hznry 
TV.) doeth not his duty, but he suffer thee to be condemned!” 


Ky) ND then another Clerk said to me, “ Why, 
M on Friday last, that was (Atgust 5, 1407), 
counselledst thou a man of my Lord's, that 
he should not shrive him to Man, but 





only to GOD?” 

And with this asking, I was abashed; and then, by and 
by, I knew that I was surely betrayed of a man thal came 
to me in prisbn [ ? at Saltwood Castle) on the Friday before, 
communing with Me in this matter of confession: and, 
certain, by his words, I thought that this man came then to 
me of full fervent and chgritable will. But now I know, he 
came to tempt me and to accuse me. GOD forgive him, if 
it be His holy will! 

And with all mine heart, when P had thought thus, I said 
to this Clerk, ‘Sir, I pray you that ye would fetch this man 
hither! and all the words, as near as I can repeat them, 
which that I spake to him on Friday in the prison, I will 
rehearse now here, before you all, and before him.” 5 

Archbishop. And, as I guess, the Archbishop then said 
to me, “ Thay that are now here, suffice to repeatthem. How 
saidest thou to him?” a 


» 
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William, And I said, “Sir, that man came and asked me 
of divers things; and after his asking, I answered him, as I 
understood that good was. And, as he shewed to me by his 
words, he was sorry for his living in Court, and right heavy 
for his own vicious living, and also for the viciousness of 
other men, and specially of priests’ evil living; and herefore, 
he said to me with a sorrowful heart, as I guessed, that he pur- 
posed fully, within short time, for to leave the Court, and busy 
him to know GOD's Law, and to conform all his life hereafter. 

‘ And when he had said to me these words, and others more, 
which I would’rehearse and [7] he were present, he prayed 
me to hear his confession. 

‘And I said to him, ‘Sir, wherefoge come ye to me, to be 
confessed of me? Ye wot well that the Archbishop putteth 
and holdeth me here, as one unworthy either to give or to 
take any Sacrament of Holy Church |’ 

“ And he said to me, ‘ Brother, I wot well, and so wot 
many others more, that you and such others are wrongfully 
vexed; and herefore I will common [come] with you the 
more gladly.’ 

“And I said to him, ‘Certain, I wot well that many men 
of this Court [i.¢., the Archbishop's], and specially Pwiests of 
this household [Chaplains], would be full evil a paid, both with 
you and me, if they wist that ye were confessed of mel’ 

‘And he said that he cared not therefore, for he had full 
little affection in them! and, as methought, he spake these 
words and many others of so good will and of so high desire 
for to have known and done the pleasant Will ¢f GOD, 

“And I said then to him, as with mY foresaid Protesta- 
tion, I say to you now here, ‘ Sir, I counsel you for to absent 
you from all evil company, and go draw you to them that 
love and busy them to know and to keep the precepts of GOD; 
and then the good Spirit of GOD will move you for to 
occupy busily all your wits in gathering together of all your 
sins, as far as ye can bethink you; shaming greatly of them, 
and sorrowing heartily for them, Yea, Sir, the HOLY 
GHOST will then put in your heart a good will and a fervent 
desite for to take and to hold a good purpose, to hate ever 
and to fly, after your cunning and power, all occasion of sin: 
and so then wisdom shall come to you from aboye, lightening 
with divers beams of grace and of heavenly desire all your 
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wits, informing you how ye shall trust stedfastly in the mercy 
of the LORD, (acjknowledging to Him only all your vicious 
living, praying to Him ever devoutly of charitable counsel 
and continuance, hoping without doubt that if ye continue 
thus busying you faithfully to know and keep his biddings, 
that He will, for He only may, forgive you all your sinst’ 

“ And this man said then to me, ‘Though GOD forgive 
men their sins, yet it behoveth men to be assoiled (absolved) 
of priests, and to do the penance that they enjoin them |’ 

“And I said to him, ‘Sir, it is all one to assoil men of 
their sins, and to forgive men their sins: whfrefore since it 
peitaineth only to GOD to forgive sin, it sufficeth in this 
case, to counsel men angl women for to leave their sin, and 
to comfort them that busy them thus 1o do, for to hope 
stedfastly in the mercy of GOD. And againward, priests 
ought to tell sharply to customable sinners, that if they will 
not make an end of their sin, but continue in divers sins 
while that they may sin, all such deserve pain without 
end. And herefore priests should ever busy them to live well 
and holily, and to teach the people busily and truly the 
Word of GOD; shewing to all folk, in open preaching and in 
privy caunselling, that the LORD GOD only forgiveth sin, 
And therefore those priests that take upon them to assoil 
men of their sins, blaspheme GOD; since that it pertaineth 
only to the LORD to assoil men of all their sins. For, no 
doubt, a thousand years after that Cris was man, no 
priest of Crist durst take upon him to teach the people, 
neither privily nor apertly, that they behoved needs to come 
to be assoiled of th€m; as priestsdo now. But by authority 
of Curist’s word, priests bound indured [hardened] custom- 
able sinners to everlasting pains, [those] which, in no time of 
their living, would busy them faithfully to know the biddings 
of GOD, nor to keep them. And, again, all they that would 
occupy all their wits to hate and to flee all occasion of sin, 
dreading over all things to offend GOD, and loving for to 
please Him continually; to these men and women, priests 
shewed how the LORD assoileth them of their sins, And 
thus Curis? promised to confirm in heaven, all the binding 
and loosing that priests, by authority of his Word, bind men 
in sin that aye indured therein; or loose them out of sin here 
upon earth that are verily repentant,’ Pig 
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“ And this man hearing these words, said that he ‘ might 
well in conscience consent to this sentence. But,’ he said, 
‘is it not needful to the lay people that cannot thus do, to 
go shrive them to priests ?’ 

And I said, ‘If a man feel himself so distroubled with 
any sin, that he cannot by his own wit, avoid this sin without 
counsel of them that are herein wiser than he; in such acase, 
the counsel of a good priest is full necessary. And if a good 
priest fail, as they do now commonly, in such a case; Saint 
Avaustine saith that a man may lefully comon [law/ully 
conunune) and take counsel of a virtuous secular man, But, 
certain, that man or woman is overladen and too beastly, 
which cannot bring their own sins igio their mind, busying 
them night and day for to hate and for to forsake all their 
sins, doing a sigh for them, after their cunning and power. 
And, Sir, full accordingly to this sentence, upon mid-Lenton 
Sunday, two years [March 29, 1405], as I guess, now agone, I 
heard a Monk of Feversham, that men called Morepom, 
preach at Canterbury, at the Cross within Christchurch 
Abbey, saying thus of Confession: As through the suggestion 
of the Fiend, without counsel of any other body than of themselves, 
many men and women can imagine and find means amd ways 
enough to come to pride, to theft, to lechery, and to other divers 
vices : in contrary wise, this Monk said, since the LORD GOD 
is more ready to  Jorgive sin than the Fiend is or may be of power 
to move anybody to sin, then whoever will shame and sorrow 
heartily for theiy sins, [aclknowledging them faithfully t0 GOD, 
amending them after their power and cunning, without counsel of 
any other body than of GOD and himself, through the grace of 
GOD, all such men and women may find sufficient means to 
come to GOD's mercy, and so to be qfean assoiled of all their sins.’ 
This sentence J said, Sir, to this man of yours, and the self 
words, as near as I can guess.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said, “ Holy Church 
approveth not this learning.” 

‘William, And I said, “ Sir, Holy Church, of which 
Curist is head in heaven and in earth, must needs approve 
this sentence. For, lo, hereby all men and women may, if 
they will, ,be sufficiently taught to know and to keep the 
commandments of GOD, and to hate and to fly continually 
alloccasion of sin, and to love and to seek virtues busily, 
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and to believe in GOD stably, and to trust in His mercy 
.stedfastly, and so to come to perfect charity and continue 
therein perseverantly: and more, the LORD asketh not of 
any man here now in this life. And, certain, since Jesus 
Curist died upon the cross wilfully to make men free; Men 
of the Church are too bold and too busy to make men thrall | 
binding them ‘under the pains of endless curse,’ as they say, to 
do many observances and ordinances, which neither the living 
nor the teaching of Cirrisv, nor of his Apostles approveth.” 
Clerk, And a Clerk said then to me, “ Thou shewest 

plainly here thy deceit, which thou hast learfed of them that 
travail to sow popil [taves} among wheat | But I counsel thee to 
go away clean from thés learning, and submit thee lowly to 
my Lord, and thou shalt find him yet to be gracious to thee!” 

Another Olerk, And as fast, another Clerk said to me, 
** How wast thou so bold at Paul’s Cross in London, to stand 
there hard, with thy tippet [cape] bounden about thine head, 
and to reprove in his sermon, the worthy Clerk ALKERTON, 
drawing away all, that thou mightest! Yea, and the same 
day at aflernoon, thou meeting that worthy Doctor in Wat- 
ling street, calledst him, ‘ False flatterer, and hypocrite |’” 

Wilaiam, And I said, “ Sir, I think certainly, that ther 
was no man nor woman that hated verily sin and loved 
virtues, hearing the sermon of the Clerk of Oxford, and also 
ALKERTON’s sermon, but they said, and might justly say, that 
ALKERTON reproved the Clerk untruly, and slandered him 
wrongfully and uncharitably. For, no doubt, if the living and 
teaching of Curis? chiefly and his Apostles be true, nobody 
that loveth GOD ahd His Law will blame any sentence that 
the Clerk then preached there ; since, by authority of GOD’s 
Word, and by approved Saints and Doctors, and by open 
ieee this Clerk approved all things clearly that he preached 
there. 

A Clerk, And a Clerk of theArehbishop said to me, “ His 
- sermon was false, and that he sheweth openly, since he dare 
not stand forth and defend his preaching, that he then 
preached there,” 
- ‘William, And I said, “Sir, I think that he purposeth to 
stand stedfastly thereby, or else he slandereth foully himself 
and many ofhers that have great trust that he will stand by 
the truth of the Gospel. For I wot well his sermon is writ- 
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ten both in Latin and in English ; and many men have it, 
and they set great price thereby. And, Sir, if ye were 
present with the Archbishop [¢.2., of CANTERBURY, in whose 
presence he was then standing) at Lambeth, when this Clerk 
appeared ; and were at his Answer before the Archbishop; ye 
wot well that this Clerk denied not there his sermon ; but, two 
days, he maintained it before the Archbishop and his Clerks,” 

Archbishop or a Clerk, And then the Archbishop, or 
one of his Clerks said (I wot not which of them |), “That 
harlot {at this time applied to men also) shall be met with, for 
that sermon. Yor no man but he, and thou, and such other 
false harlots, praiseth any such preaching.” 

Archbishop, And then the Archbighop said, ‘ Your cursed 
sect is busy, and it joyeth right greatly to contrary and to 
destroy the privilege and freedom of Holy Church.” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I know no men travail so 
busily as this sect doth, which you reprove, to make rest and 
peace in Holy Church. Tor pride, covetousness, and simony 
which distrouble most Holy Church, this sect hateth and 
flyeth, and travaileth busily to move all other men in like 
manner unto meekness and wilful poverty and charity, and 
free ministring of the sacraments: this sect loveth, ang useth, 
and is full busy to move all other folks, thus to do. For these 
virtues oweall members of Holy Church to their head, Curis.” 

A Olerk, Then a Clerk said to the Archbishop, “ Sir, it is 
far day, and ye have far to ride to-night ; therefore make an 
end with him, for he will none make! But the more, Sir, 
that ye busy you for to draw him towards you, the more con- 
tumax [contiwacions) he is made, and theurther from you.” 

Malveren, And then Matveren said to me, Wiis | 
kneel down, and pray my Lord, of grace! and leave all thy 
fantasies, and become a child of Holy Church!” 

William, And I said, “Sir, I have prayed the Archbishop 
oft, and yet I pray him, fer the love of Curist! that he will 
leave his indignation that he hath against me; and that he 
will suffer me, after my cunning and power, for to do mine 
office of priesthood, as I am charged of GOD to doit. Forl 
covet nought else, but to serve my GOD io His pleasing, in 
the state that I stand in, and have taken me to.” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, “Tf, of 
goml heart, thou wilt submit thee now, here, meekly to be 
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ruled, from this time forth by my counsel, obeying meekly 
and wilfully to mine ordinance, thou shalt find it most profit- 
able and best to thee for to do thus. ‘Therefore, tarry thou 
me no longer! Grant to do this, that I have said to thee 
now, here, shortly; or deny it utterly 1” 

William, And I said to the Archbishop, “Sir, owe [ought] 
we to believe that Jesus CurisT was and is Very GOD and 
Very Man?” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said, “ Yea!” 

William, And I said, “Sir, owe we to believe that all 
Curist’s living and his teaching is true in every point?" 

Archbishop. And he said, ‘ Yea!” 

William, And I sajd, “Sir, owe we to believe that the 
living of the Apostles and the teaching of Curist and of all 
Prophets are true, which are written in the Bible for the 
health and salvation of GOD’s people?” 

Archbishop. And he said, “ Yea!” 

William, And I said, “Sir, owe all Christian men and 
women, after their cunning and power, for to conform their 
living to the teaching specially of Curisr; and also to the 
teaching and living of his Apostles and of Prophets, in all 
things, that are pleasant to GOD, and edification to His 
Church ?” 

Archbishop, And he said, “ Yeal” 

William, And I said, “Sir, oughtthe doctrine, the bidding, 
or the counsel of anybody to be accepted or obeyed unto, 
except this counsel, these biddings, or this counsel may be 
granted and affirmed by Curist’s living and his teaching, 
or iy the living* and teaching of his Apostles and Pro- 

hets?’ 
7 Archbishop. And the Archbishop said to me, “Other 
doctrine ought not to be fccepted, nor we owe not to obey to 
any man’s bidding or counsel; except we can perceive that 
this bidding or counsel accordgth with the bidding and 
teaching of Curisr and of his Apostles and Prophets ?” 

William, And I said, “Sir, are not all the learning and 
biddings and counsels of Holy Church means and healthful 
remedies to know, and to withstand the privy suggestions 
and the apert temptations of the Fiend; and also ways and 
healthful remedies to slay pride and all other deddly sins and 
the branchés of them; and sovereign means to Burcpase 
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grace, for to withstand and overcome all fleshly lusts and 
movings ?” 
‘Arahblaho , And the Archbishop said, “ Yeal” 

‘William, And I said, “ Sir, whatsoever thing ye or any 
other body bid or counsel me todo; according to this foresaid 
learning, after my cunning and power, through the help of 
GOD, I will meekly, with all mine heart, obey thereto !” 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said 1o me, “ Submit 
thee then, now, here, meekly and wilfully to the ordinance of 
Holy Chuich, which I shall shew to thee!” 

William, Anti I said, “Sir, according as I have here, now 
before you, rehearsed, I will now be ready to obey full gladly 
to Crrist, the Head ofall Holy Chusgh, and to the learning 
and biddings and counsels of every pleasing member of Him,” 

Archbishop, ‘Then the Archbishop striking with his hand 
fiercely upon a cupboard, spake to me, with a great spirit, 
saying, “ By Jesu! but if thou leave such additions, obliging 
thee now here without any exception to mine ordinance, ere 
that I go out of this place, I shall make thee as sure as any 
thief that is in the prison of Lantern. Advise thee now, 
what thou wilt do!” And then, as if he had been angered, 
he went from the cupboard where he stood, to a windew. 

And then MALVEREN and another Clerk came nearer me, and 
they spake to me many words full pleasantly, and another 
while they menaced me and counselled full busily to submit 
me, or else they said I should not escape punishing over 
measure ; for they said I should be degraded, cursed, and 
burned, and so then damned ! ' « 

. Malveren and a Clerk, “ But now,’*they said, “ thou 
mayest eschew all these mischicfs, if thou will submit thee 
wilfully and meekly to this worthy Prelate, that hath cure of 
thy soul! And for the pity of Curisr!” said they, “ bethink 
thee, how great clerks [Pumtir pz RepinaTon] the Bishop of 
Lincotn, Herrrorp, andePurvry were, and yet are; and 
also Bfowron] that is a well understanding man: which also 
have forsaken and revoked all the learning and opinions that 
thou and such others hold! Wherefore, since each of them 
is mickle wiser than thou art; we counsel thee for the best, 
that, by the example of these four Clerks, thou follow them, 

*+ submitting thee as they did!” * 
Ay Clerk, And one of the [Arch}bishop’s Clerks said, then, 
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there, that “he heard Nicnotas Hererorp say, that ‘since 
he forsook and revoked all the learning and opinions of the 
Lollards, he hath had mickle greater favour and more delight 
to hold against them; than ever he had to hold with them, 
while he held with them.’” 

Malveren, And therefore MALVEREN said to me, “I un- 
derstand and [#f}] thou wilt take thee to a priest, and shrive 
thee clean, forsake all such opinions, and take thy penance of 
my Lord here, for the holding and teaching of them, within 
short time thou shalt be greatly comforted in this doing!” 

William, And I said to the Clerks, that thus busily coun- 
selled me to follow these foresaid men, “ Sirs, if these men, of 
whom ye counsel me ¢o take example, had forsaken benefices 
of temporal profit and of worldly worship, so that they had 
absented them and eschewed from all occasions of covetous- 
ness and of fleshly lusts; and had taken them to simple living 
and wilful poverty: they had herein given good example to 
me and many others to have followed them. But now, since 
all these four men have slanderously and shamefully done 
the contrary, consenting to receive and to have and to hold 
temporal benefices, living now more worldly and more fleshly 
than they did before, conforming them to the manners of this 
world; I forsake them herein, and in all their foresaid slan- 
derous doing! 

“For I purpose, with the help of GOD into remission of 
all my sins and of my foul cursed living, to hate and to fly 
privily and apertly, to follow these men! teaching and coun. 
selling whofnsoever that I may, for to fly and eschew the way 
that they have chosen to go in, which will lead them to the 
worst end, if, in convenient time, they repent them not, verily 
forsaking and revoking openly the slander that they have put, 
and every day yet put to Curisi’s Church. Jor, certain, 
so open blasphemy and slander, as they have spoken and done 
in their revoking and forsaking of the Truth, ought not, nor 
may not, privily be amended duly. Wherefore, Sirs, I pray 
you that ye busy you not for to move me to follow these men 
in revoking and forsaking of the Truth and Soothfastness | 
as they have done, and yet do; wherein by open evidence, they 
stir GOD to great wroth, and not only against, themselves, 
but also against all them that favour them orconsent.to them * 
herein, o1 that comoneth [coysmuneth] with them, exceptat be 
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for their amendment. For whereas these men first were 
pursued of enemies, now they have obliged them by oath for 
to slander and pursue Crist in his members! Wherefore, 
as I trust stedfastly in the goodness of GOD, the worldly 
covelousness, and the lusty living, and the sliding from the 
truth of these runagates [renegades] shall be to me, and to 
many other men and women, an example and an evidence to 
stand the more stiffly by the Truth of Curist. 

“Yor, certain, right many men and women do mark and 
abhor the foulness and cowardice of these aforesaid untrue 
men, how that tlfey are overcome, and stopped with benefices, 
and withdrawn from the truth of GOD’s Word, forsaking 
utterly to suffer therefore bodily persecution. For by this 
unfaithful doing and apostasy, of them specially that are 
great lettered men, and have [acknowledged openly the truth; 
and now either for pleasure or displeasure of tyrants have 
taken hire and temporal wages, to forsake the Truth and to 
hold against it, slandering and pursuing them that covet to 
follow Curist in the way of righteousness: many men and 
women therefore are now moved. But many more, through 
the grace of GOD, shall be moved hereby, for to learn the 
sales of GOD, and to do thereafter, and to stand éboldly 
thereby.” 

‘Arcubichop. Then the Archbishop said to his Clerks, 
“ Busy you no longer about him | for he, and others such as 
he is, are confeder{at]ed so together, that they will not swear 
to be obedient, and to submit them to Prelates of Holy 
Church. Tor now, since I stood here, his fellow sent me 
word that he will not swear, and that he [(W¥ii1AM of Thorpe] 
counselled him that he should not swear to me. But, losell! in 
that thing that in thee is, thou has busied thee to lose this 
young man; but, blessed be GOD! thou shalt not have 
thy purpose of him! For he hath forsaken all thy learning, 
submitting him to be buxom [subuissive] and obedient to the 
ordinance of Holy Church; and weepeth full bitterly, and 
curseth thee full hestlily for the venomous teaching which 
thou hast shewed to him, counselling him to do thereafter. 
And far thy false counselling of many others and him, thou 
hast great cquse to beright sorry! For, long time, thou hast 
busied thee to pervert whomsoever thou mightest 4, Therefore 
as rgany deaths thou art worthy, of, as thou hast given evil 
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counsels, And therefore, by Jesu! thou shalt go thither 
where NicHoLAs HrrerorD and Jon Purvey were har- 
boured ! and I undertake, ere this day eight days, thou shalt 
be right glad for to do what thing that ever I bid thee do! 

“And, losell! I shall assay if can make thee there, as 
sorrowful as, it was told me, thou wast glad of my last going 
out of England {¢ 1397]. By St. Thomas! I shall turn thy 
joy into sorrow!” 

‘William. And I said, “ Sir, there can nobody prove law- 
fully that I joyed ever of the manner of your going out of 
this land [the Archbishop had been banisheM]. But, Sir, to 
say the sooth, I was joyful when ye were gone! for [RoBERY 
DE BRAYBROOKE] the Bishop of Lonpon (in whose prison ye 
left me !) found in me no cause for to hold me longer in his 
prison; but, at the request of my friends, he delivered me 
to them, asking of me no manner of submitting.” 

Archbishop. Then the Archbishop said to me, ‘ Where- 
fore that I yede [went] out of England is unknown to thee | 
But be this thing well known to thec! that GOD, as I wot 
well, hath called me again and brought me into this land, 
for to destroy thee and the false sect that thou art of | as, by 
God !4I shall pursue you so narrowly that I shall not leave 
a step of you in this land!” 

William. And I said to the Archbishop, “ Sir, the holy 
prophet Jerrmy said to the false prophet Hananian, When 
the word, that is, the prophecy, of @ prophet is known or ful- 
bape ie it shall be known that the LORD sent the prophet in 
tytth 7 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop, as if he had not been 
pleased with my saying, turned him away-ward, hither and 
thither, and said, ‘‘ By God! I shall set on thy shins a pair 
of perlis [? pear/s], that thou shalt be glad to change thy voice!” 

These and many more wondrous and convicious [ratling] 
words were spoken to me; menacing me and all others of the 
same sect, for to be punished and destroyed to the utter- 
most, 

And the Archbishop called then to him, a Clerk; and 
rounded with him [wiispered in his cay], and that Clerk went 
forth: and soon he brought in the Constable ,of Saltwood 
Castle, and,the Archbishop rounded a good while wjth him. * 

And then the Constable,went forth, and then can in 
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divers secular [Jaymen] ; and they scorned me on every side, 
and menaced me greatly. And some counselled the Arch- 
bishop to burn me by and by [aé once]: and some others 
counselled him {o drown me in the sea, for it is near (at) 
hand there. 

A Clerk, And a Clerk standing besides me there, kneeled 
down to the Archbishop, praying him that he would deliver 
me to him for to say Matins with him; and he would under- 
take that, within three days, I should not resist anything 
that was commanded me to do, of my Prelate. 

And the Archpishop said that he would ordain for me 
himself, 

And then, alter, came in again theeConstable and spake 
privily to the Archbishop. 

And then the Archbishop commanded the Constable to lead 
me forth thence, with him: and so he did. 

And when we were gone forth thence, we were sent after 
again, 

And when I came in again before the Archbishop, a Clerk 
bade me kneel down, and ask grace, and submit me lowly, 
and I should find it for the best. 

William, And I said then to the Archbishop, ‘‘Siy, as I 
have said to you, divers times, to-day, I will wilfully and 
lowly obey and submit me to be ordained ever, after my 
cunning and power, to GOD and His Law, and to every 
member of Holy Church ; as far forth as I can perceive that 
these members accord with their head, Curisr, and will 
teach me, rule me, or chastise me by authority specially of 
GON’s Law.” e 

Archbishop. And the Archbishop said, ‘I wist well, 
he would not, without such additions, submit him 1” 

And then, I was rebuked, scorned, and menaced on every 
side; and yct, after this, divers persons cried upon me to 
ity down and submit men but I stood still, and spake no 
word, 

And then there was spoken of me and to me many great 
words; and I stood, and heard them menace, curse, and 
scorn me: but I said nothing, 

Archbishop. Then a while after, the Archbishop said to 
me, “ Wilt thou not submit thee to the ordinance of Holy 
Church ?” é 
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William. And I said, “ Sis, I will full gladly submit me, 
as I have shewed you before.” 

And then, the Archbishop bade the Constable to have me 
forth thence in haste. 

And so then I was led forth, and brought into a foul 
unhonest prison, where I came never before. But, thanked 
be GOD! when all men were gone forth then from me, and 
had sparred [barred] fast the prison door after them, by and 
by (intnediately] after, I therein by myself busied me to think 
on GOD, and to thank Him of His goodness, 

And I was then greatly comforted in all may wits, not only 
for that I was then delivered, for a time, from the sight, from 
the hearing, from the presence, from the scorning, and from 
the menacing of my enemies: but much more I rejoiced in 
the LORD, because that through His grace, He kept me so, 
both among the flattering specially, and among the men- 
acing of mine adversaries, that without heaviness and 
anguish of my conscience, I passed away from them. For 
as a tree laid upon another tree oveithwart or on cross wise, 
so was the Archbishop and his three Clerks always contrary 
to me, and I to them. 

Now, good GOD | (for Thine holy name and for the praising 
of Thy most blessed name, make us one together), if it be 
Thy will, by authority of thy Word that is true perfect 
charity: and élse not! And that it may thus be, all that 
this writing read or hear, pray heartily to the LORD GOD! 
that He (for His great goodness that cannot be with tongue 
expressed) grant to us and io all others, that in the same 
wise and for the same cause specially, or for any other 

cause be at fa] distance, to be knit and made 
One in true Faith, in stedfast Hope, and 
in Peifect Charity. 
Amen, 


@ Thus endeth the Graminatton of 
Master William Thorpe, , 
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and hereafter followeth bts 
Testament, 


qArruzw, an Apostle of Curist and his 
gorpeller, witnesseth truly in the Eloly Gospel, 
the most holy living and the most wholesome 
teaching of CuristT. He vehearseth how that 
Curist lkeneth them that hear his words and 
keep them, to a wise*man that buildeth his 
house upon a stone, that is a stable and a sad 







(firm] ground, 

This house is man’s soul, in whom Currsr delighteth to dwell, 
if it be grounded, that is, stablished, faithfully in his living, and 
in Mis true teaching, adorned ov made fair with divers virtues, 
which Curist used and taught without any meddling of any 
error, as ave chiefly the conditions of charity. 

This foresaid stone is CHRIST, upon which every faithful soul 
must be builded, since upon none other ground than upon CHRIST'S 
living and his teaching, nobody may make any building or house- 
ing wherein CURIST will come and dwell. This sentence wit- 
nesseth PAUL to the Corinthians, shewing them that nobody may 
set any other ground than is set, that is, Currigr’s liding and his 
teaching. 

And because that all men and women should give all their 
business here in this life to build theiR virtuously upon this sure 
foundation, Saint PAuL [aclknowledging the fervent desive and 
the good will of the people of (Ephesus, wrote to thent comfortably, 
saying, Now ye are not strangers, guests, nor yet comelings, 
but ye are the citizens and of the household of GOD, 
builded above upon the foundament of the Apostles and 
Prophéts. In which foundament, every building that is 


. builded and ‘made through the grace of GOD, it increaseth 


or growéth into a holy temple, 3 that is, everybody that is 
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grounded and builded faithfully in the teaching and living of 
Curist is therethrough made the holy temple of GOD. 

This is the stable ground and siedfast stone, CHRIST ! which is 
the sure corner-stone fast joining and holding mightily together 
two walls. For through Curist Jesu, mean oy middle Person 
of the Trinity, the Father of Heaven is piteous or meretfully joined 
and made one together to Mankind : and through dread to offend 
GOD, and fervent love to please him, men be unsepavably made 
one to GOD, and defended surely under ITis protection. 

Also this foresaid stone CHRIST was figuved by the square 
stones of which the Temple of GOD was made. For as a square 
stone, wheresoever it is cast or laid, tt abideth and lieth stably ; so 
Curist and every faithful member of lis Church, by exainple of 
him, abideth and dwelleth stably in true faith and in all other 
heavenly virtues, in all adversities that they stuffer in this Valley of 
Tears. For, lo, when these fovesaid squave stones were hewen and 
wrought for to be laid in the walls or pillars of GOD's Temple, 
none noise or stroke of the workmen was heard, Certain, this 
silence im working of this stone figureth Curist chiefly, and his 
faithful members, which by example of him have been, and yet are, 
and ever to the world's end shall be, so meck and patient in every 
adversity, that no sound nor yet any grudging shall any time bo 
perceived in then. 

Nevertheless this chief and most worshipful corner-stone, which 
only is ground of pil virtues, proud beggars reproved ! but this 
despite and reproof Curist suffered most meckly in Its own 
person, for to give example of all meckness and patience to all his 
faithful followers. Certain, this world is now so full of proud 
beggars which ave named priests ; but the very office of working of 
priesthood which CurisT approveth true, and accepteth, ts far 
Svan the multitude of priests that now reign in this world, 

For, from the highest priest to the lowest, all (as who say) 
study, that is, they imagine and travail busily how they may please 
this world and theiy flesh. This sentence and many such? others 
Jependeth upon them, if it be well considered; either GOD the 
Father of heaven hath deceived, all mankind by the living’ specially 


17o Wituiam or Tuorpr's Tesra wen 7, [19 Sept. rto, 


and teaching of FesuS CHRIST, and by the living and teaching 
of his Apostles and Prophets ; all else all the Popes that have been 
since I had any knowledge or discretion, with all the College 
of Cardinals, Archbishops, and Bishops, Monks, Canons, and 
Friars, with all the contagious flock of the comminalty of priest- 
hood, which have, all my life-time and mickle longer, reigned and 
yet reign and increase damnably from sin into sin, have been and 
yet be proud obstinate heretics, covetous simoners [trafficers in 
ecclesiastical preferments], aad defouled adulterers in the minis 
tering of the Sactaments, and especially in the ministering of the 
Sacrament of the Altar. 

Foy, as their works shew (whereto Crurisv biddeth us take 
heed 1) the highest priests and Prelates of this priesthood challenge 
and occtpy [hold] tilawfully temporal lordships. And for 
temporal favour and iede, they sell and give benefices to unworthy 
and unable persons ; yea, these simoners sell sin! suffering men 
and women in every degree and estate, to lie and continue, from 
year to year, in divers vices slanderously, And thus, by evil 
example of high priests in the Church, lower priests under them ave 
not only suffered, but they ave maintained to sell full ded to the 
people for temporal mede, all the Sacraments. And thus all this 
foresnid priesthood is blown so high, and borne up in pride and 
vainglory of their estate and dignity, and so blinded with worldly 
covetousness, that they disdain to follow CHRIST in very meekness 
and wilful poverty, living holily, and preaghing GOD's Word 
truly, freely, and continually ; taking their livelihood at the free 

vill of the people, of their pure almose [alms], where and when, 
they suffice not (for theiy true and bitsy preaching) to get their 
sustenance with their hands. 

To this true sentence, groxnded on CHRIST’s own Loving and 
teaching of his Apostles ; these foresaid worldly and fleshly priests 
will not consent effectually. But, as their works and also their words 
shew, boldly and unshamefastly these foresaid named priests and 
Prelatts covet, and enforce them mightily and busily, tat all Holy 
Scripture wefe expounded and drawn according to their manners, 
and to their ungrounded lunwayranted] usages and findings. 
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For they will not (since they hold it but folly and madness 1) 
conform their manners to the pure and sinple living of Curisr 
and his Apostles, nor they will not follow freely their learning. 
Wherefore all the Emperors and Kings, and all other lords and 
ladies, and all the conuinon people in every degree and state, which 
have before time known or night have known ; and also all they 
that now yet know or might know this foresaid witness of priest- 
hood ; and would not, nor yet will enforce them, after thety cun- 
ning and power, to withstand charitably the foresaid enemies and 
tyaitors of Cririst and his Church : all these st¥ive, with ANTI- 
CHRIST, against Jesu! And they shall bear the indignation of 
GOD Abmighty without end, if in convenient time they amend 
them not, and vopent them verily ; doing therefore due mourning 
and sorrow, after their cunning and power. 

For through presumptions and negligence of priests and Pre. 
lates (not of the Church of Currrst, but occupying their prelacy, 
unduly in the Church, and also by flattering and false covetousness 
of other divers named priests), lousengers, and lownderers are 
wrongfully nade and called Iermits; and have leave to defraud 
poor and needy creatures of their livelihood, and to live by their 
Jalse winning and begging in sloth and other divers vices. And 
also of these Prelates, these cokir noses (?] ave suffered to live in 
pride and hypocrisy, and to defoul themselves both bodily and 
ghostly. 

Also by the sufferigg and counsel of these foresaid Prelates and 
of other priests, wre made vain, both Brotherhoods and Sisterhoods, 
Sill of pride and envy ; which ave full contrary to the Brotherhood 
of CuRIST, since they ave Cause of mickle dissension: and they 
multiply and sustained it unchavitably, for in lusty eating, and 
drinking wWuneasurably and out of tiyte, they exercise themselves. 
Also this vain confederacy of Brotherhoods is permitted to be of 
one clothing, and to hold together. And in all these smgrounded 
and unlawful doings, priests are partners and great meters and 
counsellors. 

And over this viciousness, hermits and pardoners, pe 
{anchorites], and strange beggars are licensed and adinitted, of 
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Prelates and priests for to beguile the people with flatierings 
aud leasings [falsehoods] slanderously, against all good reason 
and true belief ; and so to increase divers vices in themselves, and 
also among all them that accept them or consent to them. 

And thus, the victousness of these forenamed priests and Pre- 
lates, has been long time, and yet is, and shall be cause of wars, 
both within the realm and without. 

And, in the same wise, these unable [useless] priests have been, 
and yet ave, and,shall be, the chief cause of pestilence of men, and 
inurrain of beasts, atid of bareness of the earth, and of all other 
mischicfs, to the time that Lords and Commons able them through 
grace for to know and to keep the Commandments of GOD, enfore- 
ing them then faithfully and charitably by one assent, for to redress 
and make one, this foresatd priesthood to the wilful poor, meek, and 
mmnocent living and teaching, specially of Curist and lus 
Apostles. 

Therefore all they that know, or might know the viciousness that 
veigneth now cursedly in these priests and wm their learning, if 
they suffice not to withstand this contagious viciousness : A them 
pray to the LORD heartily for the health of his Cluwch ! abstain- 
tng them prudently from these endured [hardened] enenvies of 
Curis? and his people, and from all their Sacraments ! since to 
them all that know them, or may know, they are but fleshly deeds 
and false: as Saint CYPRIAN witnesseth in the first Question of 
Decrees and in the first Cause. Ca. Si quis inquit. 

For as this Saint, and great Doctors witness there, that not only 
vicious priests, but also all they that favour them or consent to then 
in theiy viciousness, shall together perish with then, if they amend 
them not duly: as all they perished that consented to. DATHAN 
and ABIRAM, For nothing were more confusion to these foresaid 
vicious priests, than to eschew them prudently in all their unlawful 
Sacraments, while they continue in their sinful iving slanderously, 
as they have long time done and yet do. And nobody need to be 
afvaid, though death did follow by any wise or other, for to die out 
of this world without taking of any Sacrament of these foresaid 
CHRIST'S enemies: since CHRIST will not fail for to minister 


x Sept. 460,] WinLtaM OF Tuorps’s TesTamenr. 173 


himself all lawful and heal-ful sacraments, and necessary at all 
time ; and especially at the end, to all them that ave in true faith, 
in steadfast hope, and in perfect charity. 

But yet some mad fools say, for to eschew slander they will be 
shriven once a year and comuned [receive the Sacrament] of their 
proper priests ; though they know them defouled with slanderous 
vices. No doubt, but all they that thus do or consent, privily or 
apertly, to such doing, ave culpable of great sin; since St. PAUL 
witnesseth that not only they that do evil ave worthy of death and 
damnation, but also they that consent to evil doers? Also, as theiy 
slanderous works witness, these foresaid vicious priests despise and 
cast from them heavenly"tunning that is gwen of the HOLY 
GHOST, Wherefore the LORD throweth all such despisers from 
Him, that they use nor do any priesthood to Him. No doubt 
then, all they that wittingly or wilfully take, or consent that any 
other body should take any Sacrament of any such named priest, 
sinncth openly and damnably against all the Trinity, and ave 
anable to any Sacrament of health. 

And that this foresaid sentence [opinion] ts altogether true unto 
venrissiot of all my sinful living, trusting steadfastly in the merey 
of GOD, I offer to Him my soul! 

And to prove also this foresaid sentence true, with the help of 
GOD, I purpose fully to suffer meekly and gladly my most wretched 
body to be tormented, where GOD will! and of whom He will! how 
He will and dbhen He will! and as long as He will! and what 
temporal pain He will! and death! to the praising of His name, 
and to the edification of His Church. And I, that am most u- 
worthy and wretched caitiff, Shall now, through the special grace 
of GOD, make to Him pleasant sacrifice of my most sinful and 
unworthy Sody. 


f9 Beseecn heartily all folk that read ov hear this end of 
S4| my purposed Testament, that, through the grace of 
GOD, they dispose verily and virtuously all thety wits, 
and,able, in ke manner, all their members Jor to under- 
stand truly and to keep faithfully, charitably, and continually pll 
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the commandments of GoD, and so then to pray devoutly to all 
the blessed Trinity, that I may have grace with wisdom and prudence 
from above, to ond my life here, in this foresaid Truth and for this 
Cause in true faith 
and steadfast hope 
and in perfect 
charity, 
AMEN. 


Terr endeth, sir (the Revergid) Wriitiam TrroreR's 
Testament on the Friday after the Rood Day [Holy 
Rood-day, or Exaltation of the Holy Cross, falls on 
Sept. 14th], and the twenty [? smeteenth] day of September, 
in the year of our Lord a thousand four hundred and sixty. 

And on the Sunday [August 7th] next after the feast of Saint 
Prrur that we called Lammas Day (August rst] in the year of 
our Lord a thousand four hundred and seven, the said sir 
Wii.iaM TuorPe was accused of these points, before written 
in this book, before THomas ARUNDELL, Archbishop of 
CANTERBURY, as it is said before. 

And so was it then betwixt the Day of his Accusing, and 

the Day that this was written three and fifty years ; 
and as mickle more as from the Lammas 
[August Ist] to the Woodmas 
[September roth). 


Behold the end! 






@ The strength of a tale is in its end, 
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Deve follotueth 
Che Examinatton of the 
Lord Cobham. 


[The following is but an, abridgement of the Story of Sir Jom OLD- 
CASTLE : respecting which, Miss L, TouLMIN SMITII has recently pub- 
lished, in the Angia for Apiil 1882, THoMAs OcCLLVe’s Ballad against 
Lord Contam and the Lollards, in 1415.] 


@ Che Welief of the Lord Cdbham, 

E wr fps to all men! that in the year of 
our LORD a thousand four hundred and 

thirteen, in the first year of King Henry 

the Firru; the King gave to [Tomas 
ARUNDELL] the Bishop of CANTERBURY, 
leave to correct the Lord Copyam. 

And because no man durst summon him 
personally, the Archbishop set up a Citation 
on his Cathedral Church door on the Wednesday [September 
6, 1413] next before the nativity of our Lady [September 87h] in 
the fordsaid year: and that Citation was taken down by the 
friends of the Lord Copnam. 

And, after that, the Bishop set up another on our Lady 
Day [September 8, 1413] ; which also was rent down. 

And because he came not to answer on the day assigned 
in the Citatign, the Bishop cursed him for contumacy. 

And the Lord Gonmam seeing all this malice purposed 
against him, wrote this Belief that followeth, with his own 
hand; and noted [signed] it himself; and also answered to 
Four Points put against Itim by the Bishop: and he went to 
the King, supposing to get of him good favour and lordship, 


” 

@ Che WaAiet. 
| Betieve in GOD the Father Alntighty, Maker of 
#| heaven and earth; and in Fesu CurisT His only 
Son our Lord, which was concewed of the FROLY 
GHOST, born of the Virgin Mary, tnd suffered 
death undey Pontius PILATE, crucified, dead, and buried. ii 6 
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went down to hells. The third day He rose again from death. 
He ascended up into heavens, EHe sitteth on the vight hand of 
GOD, the Father Almighty. From thence, He is to come to judge 
the quick and dead. 

I believe in the HOLY GIOST, all Holy Church, the Com- 
numion of Saints, forgiveness of sins, uprising of flesh, and ever- 
lasting life. Amen. 


Nd for*to declare move plainly my soothfastness in the 
belief of IIoly Church, I believe faithfully and verily, 
that there is but one GOD Alfinghty; and in this God- 
head and of this Godhead be Three Persons, the Father, 
the Son, and the HOLY GHOST ; and these Three Persons be the 
same GOD Almighty. 

Furthermore, I believe that the Second Person of this most 
blessed Trinity, in most convenient time before ordained, took flesh 
and blood of the most blessed Virgin, our Lady Saint MARY, for 
the redemption and salvation of mankind; that was lost before, for 
ADAM's sin. . 

And I believe that Jesu Curis our Lord, whichis both GOD 
and Man, is head of all Holy Cluwch ; and that all those that be, 
and shall be saved, be members of this most Holy Church. Which 
Holy Church ts departed [divided] in three parts. Of the which, 
one part is now in Heaven; that is to say, the saints that in this life 
live accordingly with the most blessed Law of Curisr and his 
living, despising and forsaking the Devil and his works, the pros- 
perities of this world, and the foul lus of the flesh. 

The second part isin Purgatory, abiding the mercy of GOD, and 
purging them there of their gus; of the which they have been truly 
confessed in deed, ov else 1 will to have been. 

The third part of this Church is here in Earth, the which ts called 
the Fighting Church ; for it fighteth, every day and night, against 
the tinptation of the Devil, the prosperity of this false failing 
world, and the proud rebellion of the flesh against the soul, This 
Chapreht is departed (divided] by the most blessed ordittance of GOD 
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into three Estates; that is to say, Priesthood, Knighthood, and 
Commons : to every Estate of the which,GOD gave charge that 
one should help another, and none destroy other. 

As to Priests, they should be most holy and least worldly; and 
tuly living as near as they could, afler the example of Cirist 
and his Apostles. And all theiy business should be, day and 
wight, in holy example of living, and true preaching and teaching 
of GOD's Law to both the other parts. And also they should be 
most meek, most serviceable, and most lovely in spirit, both to GOD 
and man. e 

In the second part of this Church, that is Knighthood, be con« 
tained all that bear the sword by the law of Office: which should 
maintain GOD’s Law to be preached and taught to the people ; 
and principally the Gospel of Currst ; and truly to live thereafter. 
The which part should rather put themselves to peril of death, than 
to suffer any Law or Constitution [referring to the Constitutions 
of ARUNDEL in 1408] to be made of man, wherethrough the frec- 
dom of GOD’s Law might be letted to be preached and taught to 
the people, or whereof any error or heresy might grow in the 
Churche For I suppose fully that there may come none heresy nor 
ervor among the people, but by false Laws, Constitutions, or teachings 
contrary to CHRIST’s Law, or by false leasings [lies]. 

Also the second part should defend the common people from 
tyrants, oppressors, and extortioners: and maintain the Clergy, 
doing-truly their office, in preaching, teaching, praying, and freely 
ministering the Saci®aments of Holy Church. And tf this Clergy 
be negligent in doing this office, this second part of the Church 
ought, by their office that they have taken of GOD, to constrain 
the Clergy in due wise, to do thety office in the form that GOD 
hath ordajned to be done. 

The third part of this Fighting Church oweth [ought] to bear 
good will to Lords and Priests, truly to do their bodily labour in 
tilling the earth, and with their true merchandise doing their duties 
that they owe both to Knighthood and to Priesthood, as GOD's 
Law limiteth ; keeping faithfully the commandments ef GOD. 

Moreover, believe all the Sacraments of Holy Church for to be 
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meedful and profitable to all that shall be saved ; taking them after 
the intent that GOD and Holy Church have ordained. 

And for as mickle as I am slandered falsely in iny Belief in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, I do all Christian men to wit, that I believe 
verily that the most blessed Sacrament of the Altay is very 
Crrrist’s body in form of bread ; the same body that was born of 
the blessed Virgin our Lady Saint MARY, done on the cross, dead, 
buried, and on the third day rose from death to life, the which 
body is now glorified in heaven. 

Also I beheveethat all GOD’s Law is true; and who that 
liveth contrary to this blessed Law, and so continueth to his life’s 
end, and dieth so breaking the holy commandments of GOD, that 
he shall be damned into everlasting pains. And he that will 
learn this most blessed Law, and live thereafter, keeping these holy 
commandments of GOD, and endeth in charity shall have ever- 
lasting bliss. 

Also I understand that this followeth of Belief, that our Lord 
Jesu Curist (that is both GOD and Man) asketh no more herve 
in earth, but that he obey to him after the form of his Law, 
in truly keeping of it. And if any Prelate of the Chuxch ask 
more obedience than this, of any man living ; he exalteth himself, in 
that, above CHRIST : and so he is an open Antichrist. 

Also these pornts I hold as of Belief in especial. 

And in general, I believe all that GOD wills that I believe, 
praying, at the reverence of Almighty GOD, to you my lege Lord 
(Henry V.] that this Belief might be exantied by the wisest and 
truest Clerks of your veal: and if it be truth, that it might be 
confirmed, and I to be holden for a trye Christian man; and if it 
be false, that it might be dammed [condemned], and I taught a 
better Belief by GOD's Law; and I will gladly obey thereto. 

e 


This foresaid Belief, the Lord Copuam wrote; and took it 
with him, and offered it to the King [Hznry V.], for to see: 
and the King would not receive it, but bade him take it to 
them that should be his judges 

And then the Lord of Copuam offered to bring before the 
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King, to purge him of all error and heresy, that they would 
put against him, a hundred Knights and Squires, 

And also he offered to fight with any man, Christian or 
heathen, that would say he were false in his belief; except 
the King and his brethren. 

And after, he said “He would spbmit him to all manner [of] 
eae that any man would correct him, alter GOD’s 

aw.” 

And notwithstanding all this, ihe King suffered him to be 
summoned personally, in his own [the King’s] chamber. 

And the Lord of Copuam said to the King, that he had 
appealed to the Pope from the Archbishop ; and therefore, he 
said, “he ought not tp take him for hisjudge”’: and so he had 
there his Appeal ready written, and shewed to the King. 

And therewith the King was more angry, and said, ‘He 
should not pursue his appeal: but rather he should be in 
ward till his appeal were admitted, and then (would he or 
not!) he should be his judge!” 

And thus nothing of all this was allowed; but, because he 
would not swear to submit him to the Church, and take what 
penance the Aichbishop would enjoin him, he was arrested, 
and sent to the Tower of London to keep his day that the 
[archfbishop assigned him in the King's Chamber. 

And then he made the Belief aforesaid, with the Answer to 
Four Points that now follow, to be written in two parts of an 
Indenture. 

And when he came to answer; he gave that one part to 
the [arch]bjshop, and that other part he kept to himself, 


¢ 
Che Indenture of the Lord Cobham, 
Py Ts , JOHN OLDOSTLE Knight, and Lord of CopHam, 
| will that all Christian men wit, how that THOMAS of 
ARUNDELL, Archbishop of CANTERBURY hath not 
= only laid it to my charge maliciously, but also very 
untruly, by his Letter and Iis Seal written against me in most 
slanderous wise, that I shotld otherwise feel and teach of the 
Sacraments of the Holy Church; assigning in speeial the 
Sacrament of the Altar, the Sacrament of Penanse, and also in 
Worshippintg of Images, and in Going on Pilgrimages, ‘otherwise 
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than fecleth and teacheth the wniversal Holy Church. I take Al- 
mighty GOD to witness, that it hath been, and now is, and ever, 
with the help of GOD, shall be, mine intent and my will to believe 
faithfully and truly in all the Sacraments that ever GOD ordained 
to be done tn Holy Church. 

And, moreover, for to declave me in these points aforesaid. 

I believe that the most worshipful Sacrament of the Altar ts very 
Curist’s body in form of bread: the same body that was born of 
the blessed Virgin our Lady Saint Mary, done on the cross, dead 
and buried, and the third day rose froin death to life; the which 
body is now glorified in heaven. 

Also as for the Sacrament of Penance, B believe that it ts need- 
ful to every man that shall be saved, to forsake sin, and to do due 
penance for sin before done, with true confession, very contrition, 
and due satisfaction, as GO.D's Law limiteth and teacheth; and 
else, may he not be saved; which penance I desive all men to do. 

And as for Images, I understand that they be not of Belief, but 
they were ordained (since Belief was given of CHRIST) by suffer- 
ance of the Church for to be Kalenders to laymen, to represent and 
bring to wind the Passion of our Lord FESU CHRIST, ang [the] 
martyrdom and good living of other Saints. And that who so tt 
be, that doeth the worship to dead images that is due to GOD; or 
putieth hope, faith, or trust in help of them as he should do to GOD ; 
or hath affection in one more than in another : he doth in that, the 
great sin of Idolatry. . 

Also I suppose this fully, that every man % this earth ts a 
Pilgrint towards Bliss or towards Pains, And he that knoweth not, 
nor will not know, nor keep the holy cemmandments of GOD in 
his oing (albeit that he goeth on pilgrimage in all parts of the 
world), and he dteso, he shall be damned. And he that knasveth the 
holy coummandments of GOD and heepeth them to Is end, he shall 
be saved ; though he never in his life, go on pilgrimage as men use 
[are accustomed] sow to Canterbury, or to Rome, or to any other 
place. « 

* 


This Belief indented, containing the foresaid Belief with 
. 
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these foresaid Answers, he took to the Bishops when he came - 
to answer (in the Chapter House of St. Paul’s| on the Saturday 
next before Michaelmas in the year beforesaid [September 
23, 1413]. ’ ; 

And whatsoever the Bishops asked him, he bade them look 
what his Bill said thereto; and thereby he would stand to 
the death. Other answer gave he not that day: but the 
Bishops were not quieted herewith. 

And the Archbishop bade him take avisement (cowsel] till 
Monday [September 25th] next following, fo answer to this 
point: 

If theve remained material bread in the Sacrament of the Aliar, 
after the words of consecration ? 

And in the meantime, he perceived that the uttermost 
malice was purposed against him, howsoever he answered: 
therefore he put his life in GOD’s hand, and answered thus, 
as followeth. 


This is the judgement and sentence given upon Sir 
FOUN OLDCASTLE Knight and Lord of CoBHAM, the 
Monday (September 25th] next before Michaelmas Day, 
at the Friar Preachers’s [the Dominican Friary within 
Ludgate) i London, in the year of owr Lord, a thon- 
sand, four hundred and thirteen, 


(THoMAS ARUNDELL] the Archbishop of CANTERBURY, 
[RicHarp Ciirrorp] the Bishop of LonDon, ([Hznry Brav- 
For?) the Bishop of WINCHESTER, [BENEDICY NicoLis] the 
Bishop of BAnGor; Master Joun WiTNAM, Master JouN 
WHITEHEAD [both of New College, Oxford), Doctors of 
Divinity; Master Pup Morcan, Master Henry Ware, 
Master Joun Kemp, Doctors of [Canon] Law; and sir [Itev.] 
Rogerr WomBEwe.t, Vicar of St. Lawrence in the Jewry ; 
Maste® Joun Stevens, Masttr James Coie, Notaries: 
with the Four Orders of Friars, and many other Clerks, 
deeming and convicting him for an heretic and a cursed man, 

The Archbishop made all these Clerks, both Religious and 
Secular, to swear upon a book, that they should not,*for love 
or favour of the one party, nor for any envy orshatred of the . 
other party, say, nor witness but the truth. * 

And the two foresaid Notaries were sworn also to write and 
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to witness the words and process that were to be said on 

both the parties, and to say the sooth if it otherwise were, 
After this, the Lord of CopHam came, and was brought 

before them all, to his Examination, and to his Answer. 


Then the Archbishop said to him, “ Lord of Conmam, ye be 
advised well enough of the words and Process that were said 
to you, upon Saturday last past, in the Chapter House of 
Paul’s: the which Process were now too long to rehearse. 
Then I proffered to have assoiled [absolve] you (for ye were 
accursed!) of your contumacy and disobedience to Holy 
Church.” 

Then said the Lord Copa forthWith, GOD saith, 
Maledicam benedictioncbus vestris, that is to say, ‘I shall curse 
your blessings |'” 

Then said the Archbishop, ‘ Sir, then I proffered to have 
assoiled you, if ye would have asked it; and yet I do the 
same |” 

Then said the Lord of Cosmam, “ Nay, forsooth, I tres- 
passed never against you! and therefore will I not do it.” 

And with that, he kneeled down on the pavement, and 
held up his hands and said, “I shrive me to GOD! amd to 
you all, Sirs! that, in my youth, I have sinned greatly 
and grievously in lechery and in pride, and hurt many men, 
and done many other horrible sins ; Good Lord! I cry Thee, 
mercy 1” 

And therewith weepingly, he stood up again and said,“ Here, 
for the breaking of GOD’s Law and His commandments, 
ye cursed me not! but for your own laws and traditions, 
above GOD’s Law: and therefore it shall be destroyed.” 

Then the Archbishop examined the Lord of his Belief, 
And the Lord of ConrraM said, ‘I believe fully in all GOD’s 
Law, and I believe that it is all true! and I believe gil that 
GOD wills that I believe.” 

Then the Archbishop examined him of the Sacrament of 
the Altar, how he believed therein ? 

The Lord of Copnam said, “Curist upon Shere [or Shrive 
or Mamtlay] Thursday [the day bafore Good Friday) at night, 

-sitling with Itis disciples al the Supper, after that he had 
supped, he took bread and giving thanks to the Father, he 
bless@i it and brake it, and gave it to his disciples saying, 
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Take, and eat ye of this, all! This is my body that shall be betrayed 
for you! Do you this, in the remembrance of me. This I 
believe!” said he. 

Then the Archbishop asked him, “If it were bread after the 
consecration, and the sacramental words said?” 

The Lord of Copyam said, ‘I believe that the Sacrament 
of the Altar is very Curist’s body in form of bread; the same 
body that was born of theVirgin MAry, done on the cross, 
dead and buried, and the third day rose from death to life: 
which body is now gloiified in heaven.” 

Then said one of the Doctors of the Law, ™ After the sacra- 
mental words said, there 1emaineth no bread but the body of 
Curist |” e 

Then the Lord of Copyam said to one, Master Joun 
‘WuiTkHeEap, ‘You said to me in the Castle of Cowling 
[Lord CoBHAm'’s home}, that the host sacred was not Curist’s 
body: but I said, ‘It was Curist’s body |’ though Seculars 
and Friars hold each one against other in this opinion.” 

Then said they, ‘‘ We say all that itis GOD’s body!” 

And they asked him, ‘ Whether it were material bread 
after the consecration ?” 

Thep said the Lord, ‘I believe it is Curist’s body in 
form of bread. Sir, believe ye not thus?” 

And the Archbishop said, Yea!” 

Then the Doctors asked him, ‘Whether it were only 
Curist’s body after the consecration, and no bread?” 

And he said to them, “It is Curist’s body and bread. 
For right as Curist was here in manhood, and the godhead 
hid in the manho@d; so I believe verily that Curist’s flesh 
and his blood is hid there in the form of bread.” 

Then they smiled each on other, deeming him taken in 
heresy ; and said, “It is an heresy |” 

The Archbishop asked him, ‘* What bread it was?” and 
the Cler&s also, ‘‘ Whether it wege material or not?” 

Then the Lord said, ‘' The Gospel speaketh not of this 
term material; and therefore I will not! but say, it is 
Curist’s body and biead! For the Gospel saith, Ego sum 
pams vious qui de ceelo descendt, that is to say, ‘I am,quick 
bread that came down from heaven.” For gs our Lord 
Jesus Curtst is Very GOD and Very Man; so the most 
blessed Sacrament of the Altar is Curist’s body and brgad. 
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Then they said, “It is an heresy, to say that it is bread 
alter the consecration and the sacramental words said, but 
only Curist’s body.” 

The Lord said, “Saint Paun the Apostle was as wise as 
ye be! and he called it bread; where he saith thus The bread 
that we break, ts it not the partaking of the body of the 
LORD?" 

‘Then they said, “ PAuL must be otherwise understanded ; 
for it is an heresy to say, that it is bread after the conse- 
cration, but only Curist’s body: for it is against the deter- 
mination of the Ghurch.” 

Then they asked him, “ Whether he believed not in the 
determination of the Church ?” e 

And he said, “ No, forsooth! but I believe all GOD’s 
Law, and all that GOD wills that I believe; but not in your 
law nor in your determination: for ye be no part of 
Holy Church, as openly your deeds shew; but very Anti- 
christs, contrary to GOD’s law. For ye have made laws for 
your covetousness.” 

“This,” they said, ‘ was heresy: not for to believe in the 
determination of the Church.” 

Race the Archbishop asked him, ‘ What was Holy 
Church?” 

He said, “I believe that Holy Church is the number of all 
chem that shall be saved; of whom Curist is head: of the 
which Church, one part is in Heaven, another in Purgatory, 
and the third here in Earth. This part here, standeth in 
three degrees and estates, Priesthood, Knighthood, and the 
Comminalty, as I said plainly in my Belief?” 

‘Then the Aichbishop said to him, ‘“ Wot you who is of 
chis Church? It is doubt to you whoisthereof? Ye should 
not judge!” 

The Lord said, “Operibus credite | justum reneiaty judicate!” 
shat is to say, “Believe xe the works! judge ye*rightful 
judgement |” * 

Also he said to them all, “ Where find ye by GOD’s Law, 
that ye should set thus upon any man, or any man’s death, as 
yedo?, But Annas and Carapmas sat and judged Curisr; 
and so do you ue 

‘Then, said they, “ Yes, Sir, Curist judged Jupas |” 

The Lord of Copan said, “ No, Curist judged not Jupas} 
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but he judged himself, and went and hanged himself: but 

Cunist said, Woe to him, as he doth to many of you! For 

since the venom was shed into the Church; ye followed 

bay Curist, nor ye stood never in perfection of GOD's 
aw |” 

Then the Archbishop asked him, ‘ What was that venom?” 

The Lord said, “The lordships and possessions. For 
then, cried an angel, ‘Woe! woe! woe! This day is venom 
shed into the Church of GOD!’ For before that time, 
there many martyrs of Popes; and since I can tell of none! 
but, sooth it is, since that time one hath put down another, 
and one hath slain another, and one hath cursed another, 
as the Chronicles tell ;also of much more cursedness.” 

Also he said, ‘‘ Crist was meek, and the Pope is proud. 
Curist was poor and forgave; the Pope is rich and a man- 
slayer, as it is openly proved. And thus this is the nest of 
Antichrist, and out of this nest cometh Antichrist’s disciples, 
of whom these Monks and Friars be the tail.” 

Then said (Ricuarp Dopineron] Prior of the Friars 
Augustines, “ Sir, why say ye so?” 

And the Lord of Copuam said, “For as ye be Pharisees, 
divided,” and divided in habit (dvess] ; so ye make division 
among the people. And thus these friars and monks with 
such others be the members of the nest of Antichrist.” 

And he said, “ Curist saith, Woe be to you, Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites | for ye close up the Kingdom of Heaven before 
men: for, sooth, ye enter not yourselves! nor ye will not suffer 
them that would, to enter in] And thus, ye be the disciples 
of Antichrist! Fot ye will not suffer GOD’s Law to go 
through, nor to be taught and preached of good priests; which 
will speak against your sins, and reprove them: but of such 
that be flatterers, which sustain you in your sins and cursed- 
ness.’ 

Then %aid the Archbishop, ‘By our Lady! Sir, there 
shall no such preach, that preacheth dissension and division, 
if GOD will 1” 

Then said the Lord of Coniam to the Archbishop, “ Curist 
saith that there shall be so great tribulation, as never waa since 
the beginning. And this shall be in your days! gnd by youl 
for ye have slain many men, and shall more hereafler: but 
Curist saith, Except that those days were shortened, no flesh 
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should be saved: but hastily GOD will short[en] your days! 
Turthermore, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons be grounded in 
GOD's Law: but not these other Religious (Monks and Friars] 
as far as I can wit.” 


Then a Doctor of Law, one Master Jorn Kemp, put to 
him these four Points that follow: 

“The faith and determinationof Holy Churchtouching the blessed 
Sacrament of the Altay isthis. That after the sacramental words 
be said of a priest in his Mass, the material bread that was before, 
ts turned into CHRIst’s body, and the material wine that was 
before, is turned into CuRist’s very blood: and so there remaineth 
tn the Sacrament of the Altay, no material bread nov material 
wine; the which were there, before the saying of the sacramental 
words. Sir, believe you this?” 

The Lord of Copnam said, This is not my belief. For 
my belief is, as I said to you before, that the worshipful 
See of the Altar is very Curist’s body in form of 

read, 

ae said the Archbishop, “ Sir Joun! ye must say other- 
wise |’ ° 

The Lord of Coniam said, ‘ Nay, if GOD will! but that 
it is Curist’s body in form of bread, as all the common 
belief is.” 

The Doctor (Joun Kemp] said, “The second is this, 
The Holy Church hath determined that every Christian man living 
bodily upon the earth oweth [ought] to be shriveés to a priest 
ordained by the Church, if he may come to hin. Six, what say 
ye to this?” 

The Lord answered and said, “A sick man and sore 
wounded had need to have a sure Leech and a true, knowing 
his cure; and therefore a man should be principally 
shriven 1o GOD; and else,his confession is nought? Anda 
man should rather go and be cotinselled with a good priest 
that knoweth GOD's Law, and liveth thereafter; than with 
his own priest, if he were an evil man, or with any other 
such,’s 

The Docjor said, “The Third is this, Currsr ordained 
Saint Peter to be his Vicar in earth, whose See is the Church of 
Rogie ; ordaining and granting that the same power that he gave 
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to PETER should succeed to all PETER’s successors, the which we 
call now the Popes of Rome: by whose power in the Church par- 
ticularly and specially, be ordained Prelates as Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other degrees; to whom Christian men owe [ought] 
to obey after the law of the Church of Rome. This is the 
determination of the Church.” 

To this, he answered and said, ‘‘ Who that followeth next 
PETER in living, is next him in succession: but your living 
refuseth poor Prter’s living, and many other Popes that 
were martyrs in Rome that followed Pzrerin manner of 
living; whose conditions ye have clean forsaken, all the 
world may know it well!” 

The Doctor said, ‘‘ Tht fourth point is this. Holy Church 
hath determined that it is meedful to a Christian man, to go on 
pilgrimages to holy places; and there especially to worship holy 
relics of Saints, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessoys, and all Saints 
approved by ihe Church of Rome.” 

0 this, he said, ‘It were enough to bury Saints fair in 
the earth; but now Saints that be dead, be compelled to beg 
for covetousness! the which in their life, hated covetousness 
and begging. But I say to you all, and know it for a truth, 
that withyyour shrines and idols, and your feigned absolu- 
tions and indulgences, and your temporalities, ye draw to 
you all the richesse of this world.” 

“ Why Sir,” said one of the Clerks, ‘ will ye not worship 
images?” 

‘What worship?" said the Lord. 

Then said ‘Friar [Tuomas] Parmer [Warden of the 
Minorites], ‘ Sir, ye?’ will worship the Cross of Curist that 
he died on?” 

Where is it?” said the,Lord. 

The Friar said, “I put case, Sir, that it were here before 

oul” 
The Lofd said, ‘‘ This is a ready man! to put to me a 
question of a thing, that they wot never where it is? And 
yet Lask you, What worship?” 

A Clerk said, ‘Such worship as Paut speaketh of, that is 
this, GOD forbid me to joy, but in the cross of our Lord Fysu 
Curist.” > 

Then said the Lord, and spread his arms abroad, ‘ This is 
a very cross!” 
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Then said the [Henry Bravcierc] Bishop of London, 
“Sir, ye wot well! that he died on a material cross,” 

Then said the Lord, ‘ Our salvation come in only by him 
that died on the cross, and by the material cross, And, well 
I wot, that this was the cross that PAuL joyed on, that is, in 
the Passion of our LORD Jesu Curist.” 

‘The Archbishop said, ‘Sir Jorn! ye must submit you to 
the ordinance of the Church!” 

The Lord said, I wot not whereto ?" 


€ 


Then the Archbishop read a bill of his judgement, and 
convicted him for a heretic. ‘ 

After the reading of the bill, the Lord said, “Though ye 
judge my body, I hope to GOD! that He will save my soul!” 
and he said that he “would stand to the death, by these things 
heforesaid; with the help of Jesu {” 

And then he said to all the people, “ Sirs, for GOD’s love! 
be well ware of these men! for they will beguile you else ! 
and lead you blindlings into hell, and themselves also! For 
Curisv saith, ‘If one blind man lead another, both fall into the 
ditch |” . 

And after this, thus he prayed for his enemies, and said, 
ean GOD! I beseech thee, forgive my pursuers! if it be 
thy will!” 


And then he was led again to the Tower of London: and 
thus was the end, 


Ee the Lord of CopiaM was in the Tower, hesent out 
privily to his friends; and they, at his*desire, in- 
€ formed and writ this Bill that followeth next, com- 
2 mending it to the people, that they should cease the 
slanders and leasings that his enemies made on him. 





ih 
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Lord of CoBHAM, is wntruly convicted and prisoned, 
BLT) and falsely reported and slandered among the people 
by his adversaries, that he should otherwise 
feel and speak of the Sacraments of Holy 
Church, and especially of the blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar, than 
was written in his Belief, 
which was indented 
and taken to the 
Clergy, and set 
up in divers 
open places 
in the city of 
London: Knows 
be it to all the world, 
that he never varied in any 
point therefrom ; but this is plainly 
his Belief, that all the Sacraments of 
Holy Church be profitable and meedful to 
all them that shall be saved, taking them after 
the intent that GOD and Holy Church hath 
ordained. Furthermore he believeth 
* that the blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar is verily and 
truly CHRIS?’s 
body in form 
of bread. 





Truth long-hid now is disclosed. 


Praised be GOD! Amen. 


On Translating the Bible. 


[Chapter xv. of the Prologue to the 
second recension of the Wycliffite 
Version. Attributed to 


Joun Purvey.] 
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On Translating the Bible. 


[Chapter v2, of the Prologue to the second re- 
cension of the Wyclifite Version. Attributed 
to Joun Purvey.} 

@JOR as muuch as Christ saith that the gospel 
shall be preached in all the world, and 
David saith of the apostles and their 
preaching, “the sound of them yede out 
into each Jand,’and the words of them 
yeden out into the ends of the world,” and 
eft David saith, “the Lord shall tell in the 
scriptures of peoples, and of How everyman 
these princes that were in it,” that is, in holy fetptnesctn 
church, and as Jerome saith on that verse, “holy se and holy 
writ is ¢he scripture of peoples, for it is made, scrnturear 

that all peoples should know it,” and the princes Jerome saith, 

of the church, that were therein, be the apostles, that had 
authority to write holy writ, for by that same that the 
apostles wrote their scriptures by authority, and confirming 
of the Holy Ghost, it is holy scripture, and faith of Christian 
men, and this dignity hath no man after them, be he never 
so holy, never so cunning, as Jerome witnesseth on that 
verse, Also, Christ saith of the Jews that cried “ Hosanna” 
to him in the temple, that though they were still, stones 
should cry,and by stones he understandeth heathen men, that 
worshippgd stones for their gods. And we English men be 
come of heathen men, therefore w®@ be understood by these 
stones, that should cry holy writ, and as Jews, that is inter- 
preted knowledging, signify clerks, that should knowledge to 
God, by repentance of sins, and by voice of God’s hearing, 
so our lewd men, suing the corner-sténe Christ, may be 
signified by stones, that be hard and abiding in tite founda- 
tion ; for though covetous clerks be wood by simony, heresy 
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and many other sins, and despise and stop holy writ, as 
much as they may, yet the lewd people cricth after holy 
writ, to con it, and keep it, with great cost and peril of their 
life, Tor these reasons and other, with common charity to 
save all men in our realm, which God would have saved, a 
simple creature hath translated the bible out of Latin into 
English, Tirst, this simple creature had much travail, with 
divers fellows and helpers, to gather many old bibles, and 
other doctors, and common gloses, and to make one Latin 
bible some deal true ; and then to study it of the new, the text 
with the glose, and other doctors, as he might get, and 
specially Lyrat on the Old Testament, that helped full 
much in this work; the third tire to counsel with old 
grammarians and old divines, of hard words, and hard 
sentences, how they might best be understood and trans- 
lated; the fourth time to translate as clearly as he could to 
the sentence, and to have many good fellows and cunning 
at the correcting of the translation, First, it is to know, 
that the best translating is out of Latin into English, to 
translate after the sentence, and not only after the words, so 
that the sentence be as open, either opener, in English as 
in Latin, and go not far from the letter; and if the letter 
may not be sued in the translating, let the sentenc® ever be 
whole and open, for the words owe to serve to the intent 
and sentence, and else the words be superfluous either false, 
In translating into English, many resolutions may make the 
sentence open, as an ablative case absolute may be resolved 
inlo these three words, with covenable verb, the while, for, 
#f, as grammarians say; as thus, ‘he mater reading, T stand, 
may be resolved thus, zw/zle the master readeth, I stand, either 
Y the master readeth, etc, either for the master, etc; and 
sometimes it will accord well with the sentence to be 
resolved into when, either into afterward, thus when the 
master vead, I stood, cither after the master read, I etood ; and 
sometime it may well Be vesolved into a verb of the same 
tense, as other be in the same reason, and into this word 
et, that is, ana in English, as thus, avescentibus hominilt 5 
prag timore, that is, and men shall wax dry for dread, Also 
a participle of a present tense, either preterite, of active 
voice, either passive, may be resolved into a verb of the 
1 Nicolaus de Tyra, 
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same tense, and a conjunction copulative, as thus, dicens, 
that is, sayzmg, may be resolved thus, and saith, either that 
saith; and this will, in many places, make the sentence 
open, where to English it after the word, would be dark and 
doubtful, Also a relative, which, may be resolved into his 
antecedent with a conjunction copulative, as thus, z/hzch 
vunneth, and he runneth, Also when a word is once set in 
a reason, it may be set forth as oft asit is undeistood, either 
as oft as reason and need ask; and this word auéenz either 
vero, may stand for forsoorh, either for dt, and thus I use 
commonly ; and sometimes it may stand fot and, as old 
grammarians say. Also when rightful construction is letted 
by relation, I resolve #* openly, thus, where this reason, 
Dominum formidabunt adversarit ejus, should be Englished 
thus by the letter, the Lord his adversaries shall dread, 1 
English it thus by resolution, ‘he adversaries of the Lord 
shall dread him ; and so of other reasons that be like. At 
the beginning I purposed, with God’s help, to make the 
sentence as true and open in English as it is in Latin, 
either more true and more open than it isin Latin; and I 
pray, for charity and for common profit of Christian souls, 
that if any wise man find any default of the truth of trans- 
lation, 1 him set in the true sentence and open of holy 
writ, but look that he examine truly his Latin bible, for no 
doubt he shall find full many bibles in Latin full false, if he 
look, many, namely new; and the common Latin bibles have 
“more need to be corrected, as many as I have seen in my 
life, than hath the English bible late translated ; and where 
the Hebrew, by wétness of Jerome, of Lyra, and other 
expositors discordeth from our Latin bibles, I have set in 
the margin, by manner of a glose, what the Hebrew hath, 
and how it is understood in some place; and I did this 
most in the Psalter, that of all our books discordeth most 
from Hebeew; for the church ey Sr not the Psalter by 
the last translation of Jerotte cut of Hebrew into Latin, 
but another translation of other men, that had much less 
cunning and holiness than Jerome had; and in full few 
books the church readeth the translation of Jerome, ag it 
may be proved by the proper originals of Jerome,which he 
glosed. And whether I have translated as openly or opener 
in English as in Latin, let wise men deem, that know wel] 
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both languages, and know well the sentence of holy scrip- 
ture. And whether I have done thus, or nay, ne doubt, they 
that con well the sentence of holy writ and English to- 
gether, and will travail, with God’s grace, thereabout, may 
make the bible as true and as open, yea, and openlier in 
English than it is in Latin. And no doubt to a simple 
man, with God’s grace and great travail, men might expound 
much openlier and shortlier the bible in English, than the 
old great doctors han expounded it in Latin, and much 
sharplier and groundlier than many late postillators, either 
expositors, lmn done. But God, of his great mercy, give 
to us grace to live well, and to say the truth in covenable 
manner, and acceptable to God ane his people, and to spill 
not our time, be it short, be it long, at God’s ordinance. 
But some, that seem wise and holy, say thus, if men now 
were as holy as Jerome was, they might translate out of 
Latin into English, as he did out of Hebrew and out of 
Greek into Latin, and else they should not translate now, 
as them thinketh, for default of holiness and of cunning, 
Though this replication seem colourable, it hath no good 
ground, neither reason, neither charity, for why this replica- 
cion is more against saint Jerome, and against the first 
seventy translators, and against holy church, thafi against 
simple men, that translate now into English; for saint Jerome 
was not so holy as the apostles and evangelists, whose books 
he translated into Latin, neither had he so high gifts of the 
Holy Ghost as they had ; and muclf more the seventy trans- 
lators were not so holy as Moses and the prophets, and 
specially David, neither they had so great gilts of God, as 
Moses and the prophets had. Furthermore holy church 
approveth, not only the true translation of mean Christian 
men, steadfast in Christian faith, but also of open heretics, 
that did away many mysteries of Jesus Christ by guileful 
translation, as Jerome witnesseth in a prologue an Job, and 
in the prologue of Daifiel, Much more let the Church of 
England approve the true and whole translation of simple 
men, that would for no good in earth, by their witting and 
power, put away the least truth, yea, the least letter, either 
tittle, of holy writ, that beareth substance, either charge. 
And dispute they not of the holiness of men now living in 
this deadly life, for they con not thereon, and it is reserved 
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only to God’s doom. If they know any notable default by 
the translators, either helpers of them, let them blame the 
default by charity and mercy, and let them never damn a 
thing that may be done lawfully by God’s law, as wearing 
of a good cloth for a time, either riding on a horse for a 
great journey, when they wit not whercfore it is done ; for 
such things may be done of simple men, with as gical 
charity and virtue, as some, that hold them gicat and wise, 
can ride in a gilt saddle, either use cushions and beds and 
cloths of gold and of silk, with other vanities of the world. 
God grant pity, mercy, and charity, and love’ of common 
profit, and put away such foolish dooms, that be against 
reason and charity. Wet worldly clerks ask greatly 
what spirit maketh idiots hardy to translate now the 
bible into English, since the four great doctors durst 
never do this? This replication, is so lewd, that it 
needeth no answer, no but stillness, either courteous scorn ; 
for the great doctors were none English men, neither 
they were conversant among English men, neither in 
case they could the language of English, but they 
ceased never till they had holy writ in their motha 
tongue, of their own people. For Jerome, that was a Latin 
man of With, translated the Bible, both out of Hebrew 
and out of Greek, into Latin, and expounded full much 
thereto; and Austin, and many more Latins expounded 
the bible, for many parts, in Latin, to Latin men, among 
which they dwelt, and Ratin was a common language to 
their people about Rome, and beyond, and on this half, as 
English is common 4anguage to our people, and yet this 
day the common people in Italy speak Latin corrupt, as true 
men say, that han been in Italy; and the number of 
translators out of Greek into Latin passcth man’s knowing, 
as Austin witnesseth in the 2nd book of Christian Teaching, 
and saith thus, “the translators oul pf Hebrew into Greek 
may be numbered, but Latin®tratislators, cither they that 
translated into Latin, may not be numbered in any manne.” 
For in the first times of faith, cach man, as a Greek book 
came to him, and he seemed to himself to have some 
cunning of Greek and of Latin, was hardy to translgte ; and 
this thing helped more than letted understanding, if readets 
be not negligent, forwhy the beholding of many books hath, 
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showed oft, either declared, some darker sentences, This 
saith Austin there. Therefore Grosted saith, that it was 
God’s will, that divers men translated, and that divers 
translations be in the church, for where one said darkly, one 
either more said openly. Lord God! since at the beginning 
of faith so many men translated into Latin, and to great 
profit of Latin men, let one simple creature of God translate 
into English, for profit of English men; for if worldly 
clerks look well their chronicles and books, they should find, 
that Bede translated the bible, and expounded much in 
Saxon, that ‘was English, either common language of this 
land, in his time; and not only Bede, but also King Alured, 
that founded Oxford, translated in his last days the 
beginning of the Psalter into Saxon, and would more, if he 
had lived longer. Also French men, Beemers! and Bretons 
have the bible, and other books of devotion and of ex- 
position, translated in their mother language; why should 
not English men have the same in their mother language, I 
can not wit,no but for falseness and negligence of clerks, 
either for our people is not worthy to have so great grace 
and gift of God,in pain of their old sins. God for his 
mercy amend these evil causes, and make our people to 
have, and con, and keep truly holy writ, to life an@ death! 
But in translating of words equivocal, that is, that hath 
many significations under one letter, may lightly be peril, for 
Austin saith in the 2nd book of Christian Teaching, that if 
equivocal words be not translated into the sense, either . 
understanding, of the author, it is error; as ig that place of 
the Psalm, the feet of them be swift to shed out blood, the 
Greek word is equivocal to sharp and swift, and he that 
translated sharp feet, erred, and a book that hath sharp jee?, 
is false, and must be amended; as that sentence wahkind 
young trees shall not give deep roots, oweth to be thus, 
plantings of aoutrry shall not give deep roots, Agistin saith 
this there. Therefore # tyanstator hath great need to study 
well the sentence, both before and after, and look that such 
equivocal words accord with the sentence, and he hath need 
to Jive a clean life, and be full devout in prayers, and have 
not his wit occupied about worldly things, that the Holy 
Spirit, author of wisdom, and cunning, and truth, dress him 
1 Bohemians, 
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in his work, and suffer him not for to err. Also this word ex 
signifieth sometimes of, and sometimes it significth dy, as 
Jerome saith; and this word edz signifieth commonly for- 
sooth, and, as Jerome saith, it signifieth cause this, for why ; 
and this word secundum is taken for affer,as many men say, 
and commonly, but it signifieth well 4y, cither wp, thus dy 
your word, either up your word. Many such adverbs, con- 
junctions, and prepositions be set oft one for another, and at 
free choice of authors sometimes; and now they shall be 
taken as it accordeth best to the sentence. By this manner, 
with good living and great travail, men may come to tiue 
and clear translating, and true understanding of holy writ, 
seem it never so hard «at the beginning. God grant to us 
all grace to con well, and keep well holy writ, and suffer 
joyfully some pain for it at the last! Amen, 
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Dialgue between a Lord and a Clerk 
upon Translation. 


a 
From Trevisa’s Translation of Higden’s 
Polychronicon. 


~\HE LorD.—Sith the time that the great 
i] and high tower of Babylon was builded, 
men have spoken with divers tongues, in 
such wise that divers men be strange to 
other and understand not others’ speech, 
Speech is not known but if it be learned ; 
common learning of speech is by hearing, 
and so alway he that is deaf is alway 
dumb, for he may not hear speech for to learn, So men of 
far countries and lands that have divers speeches, if neither 
of them have learned others’ language, neither of them wot 
what other meaneth. Though they meet and have great 
need of ipformation and of lore of talking and of speech, be 
the need neveg so great, neither of them understandeth 
other’s speech no more than gagling of geese. Tor jangle 
that one never so fast, that other is never the wiser, though 
he shrew him instead of ‘good-morrow’! This is a great 
mischief that followeth now mankind; but God of His 
‘ merqy and grace hath ordained double remedy, One is 
that some man learnethyand,k*oweth many divers speeches, 
and so between strange men, of the which ncither under- 
standeth other’s speech, such a man may be mean and tell 
either what other will mean, That other remedy is that 
one language is learned, used, and known in man? nations 
and lands. And so Latin is learned, kn@wn, and used, « 


specially on this half Greece, in all the nations and lands of 
a 
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Europe, Therefore clerks, of their goodness and courtesy, 
make and write their books in Latin, for their writing and 
books should be understood in divers nations and lands. 
And so Ranulphus, monk of Chester (Ralph Higden), wrote 
in Latin his books of Chronicles, that describeth the world 
about in length and in breadth, and maketh mention and 
mind of doings and deeds of marvels and wonders, and 
reckoneth the years to his last days from the first making of 
heaven and of earth, And so therein is great and noble 
information and lore to them that can therein read and 
understand. Therefore I would have these books of 
Chronicles translated out of Latin into English, for the 
more men should them understandeand have thereof 
cunning, information and lore. 

THE CLERK.—These books of Chronicles be written in 
Latin, and Latin is used and understood on this half Greece 
in all the nations and lands of Europe. And commonly 
English is not so wide understood, ne known; and the 
English translation should no man understand but English 
men alone; then how should the more men understand the 
Chronicles, though they were translated out of Latin, that 
is so wide used and known, into English, that is not psed 
and known but of English men alone? 

THE LoRD.—This question and doubt is easy to assail. 
For if these Chronicles were translated out of Latin into 
English, then by that so many the more men should under- 
stand them as understand English, and ‘ho Latin. 

THE CLERK,—Ye can speak, read, and understaxd Latin; 
then it needeth not to have such an English*translation, 

THE LorD.—I deny this argument; for though I can 
speak, read, and understand Latin, there is much Latin in 
these books of Chronicles that I can not understand, neither 
thou, without studying, avisement, and looking of other 
books, Also, though it were not needful for me,it is 
needful for other men that ufiderst&nd no Latin, 

THE CLERK.—Men that understand no Latin may learn 
and understand. 

TE Lorp.—Not all ; for some may not for other manner 
business, somg for age, some for default of wit, some for 
default»of chattel, other of friends to find them to school, 
and some for other divers defaults and lets. 
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THE CLERK.—lIt needeth not that all such know the 
Chronicles. 


THE Lorp.—Speak not too straitly of thing that 
needeth; for straitly to speak of thing that needeth, only 
thing that is, and may not fail, needeth to be. And so it 
needeth that God be, for God is, and may not fail. And, so 
for to speak, no man needeth for to know the Chronicles, 
for it might and may be that no man them knoweth, 
Otherwise to speak of thing that needcth; somewhat 
needeth for to sustain or to have other things thereby, and 
so meat and drink needeth for keeping afid sustenance of 
life. And, so for to speak, no man needeth for to know 
the Chronicles. But*in the third manner to speak of thing 
that needeth, all that is profitable needeth, and, so for to 
speak, all men need to know the Chronicles. 

THE CLERK.—Then they that understand no Latin may 
ask and be informed and ytaught of them that understand 
Latin. 

THE Lorp.—Thou speakest wonderly, for the lewd man 
wots not what he should ask, and namely of lore of deeds 
that come never in his mind; nor wots of whom commonly 
he should ask. Also, not all men that understand Latin 
have Such books to inform lewd men; also some can not, 
and some may not, have while, and so it needcth to have an 
English translation. 

THE CLERK.—The Latin is both good and fair, therefore 
it needeth not to hav an English translation, 

THE LarD.—The reason is worthy to be plunged in a 
pludde and laidein powder of lewdness and of shame, It 
might well be that thou makest only in mirth and in game, 

Tue CLERK.—The reason must stand but it be assoiled, 

THE Lorp.—A blear-eyed man, but he were all blind of 
wit, might see the solution of this reason; and though he 
were béind he might grope the solution, but*if his feeling 
him failed. For if this r:ason“were aught worth, by such 
manner arguing men might prove that the three score and 
ten interpreters, and Aquila, Symachus, Theodocion, and 
Origines were lewdly occupied when they translated holy 
writ out of Hebrew into Greek ; and also that Saint Jerome 
was lewdly occupied when he translated holy writ out of 
Hebrew into Latin, for the Hebrew is both good and fair 
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and y-written by inspiration of the Holy Ghost ; and all these 
for their translations be highly praised of all Holy Church. 
Then the foresaid lewd reason is worthy to be powdered, 
laid a-water and y-soused. Also holy writ in Latin is both 
good and fair, and yet for to make a sermon of holy writ all 
in Latin to men that can English and no Latin, it were a 
lewd deed, for they be never the wiser for the Latin, but it 
be told them in English what it is to mean ; and it may not 
be told in English what the Latin is to mean without trans- 
lation out of Latin into English. Then it needeth to have 
an English translation, and for to keep it in mind that it be 
not forgeten, it is better that such a translation be made 
and written than said and not written.” And so this’ foresaid 
lewd reason should move no man that hath any wit to leave 
the making of English translation. 

The CLERK—A great deal of these books standeth much 
by holy writ, by holy doctors, and by philosophy ; then 
these books should not be translated into English, 

The LorD—It is wonder that thou makest so feeble 
arguments, and hast gone so long to school. Aristotle’s 
books and other books also of logic and of philosophy were 
translated out of Greek into Latin. Also at prayjng of 
King Charles, John Scott translated Deny’s books out of 
Greek into Latin, and then out of Latin into French; then 
what hath English trespassed that it might not be translated 
into English? Also King Alured, that founded the 
University of Oxford, translated the best laws‘ into English 
tongue, and a great ‘deal of the Psalter gut of*Latin into 
English, and caused Wyrefrith, Bishop*of Worcester, to 
translate Saint Gregary’s books, the dialogues, out of Latin 
into Saxon. Also Caedmon of Whitby was inspired of the 
Holy Ghost, and made wonder poesies in English nigh of 
all the storigs of holy writ. Also the holy man Beda 
translated St. John’s gosgel out of Latin into English. 
Also thou wotest where the” Apocalypse is written in the 
walls and roof of a chapel, both in Latin and in French, 
Also the gospel, and prophecy, and the right faith of holy 
church must be taught and preached to English men that 
can no Latin, Then the gospel, and prophecy, and the 
righ faith of holy church must be told them in English, 
and. that is not done but by English translation, for such 
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English preaching is very translation, and such English 
preaching is good and needful; then English translation is 
good and needful. 

The CLERK—If a translation were made that might be 
amended in any point, some men it would blame. 

The Lorp—If men blame that is not worthy to be 
blamed, then they be to blame. Clerks know well enough that 
‘no sinful man doth so well that it ne might do better, ne 
make so good a translation that he ne might be better, 
Therefore Origines made two translations, and Jerome 
translated thrice the Psalter, I desire nét translation of 
these the best that might be, for that were an idle desire for 
any man that is now “alive, but I would have a skilful trans- 
lation, that might be known and understood. 

The CLERK—Whether is you liefer have, a translation of 
these chronicles in rhyme or in prose? 

The LorD—In prose, for commonly prose is more clear 
bapa Symmes more easy and more plain to know and under- 
stand, 

The CLERK—Then God grant us grace grathly to gin, 
wit and wisdom wisely to work, might and mind of right 
meaning to make translation trusty and true, pleasing to 
the TYinity, three persons and one God, in majesty, that 
ever was and ever shall be, and made heaven and earth, 
and light for to shine, and departed light and darkness, and 
called light, day, and darkness, night; and so was made 
eventide and. morrowtide one day, that had no morrowtide, 
The second day He made the firmament between waters, 
and departed waters that were under the firmament fro 
the waters that were above the firmament, and called the 
firmament heaven. The third day He gathered waters that 
be under the firmament into onc place and made the carth 
unheled, and named the gathering of waters, scas, and dry 
earth, land; and made trees and grass. The fourth day he 
made sun and moon and‘%star$,and set them in the firma- 
ment of heaven there for to shine, and to be tokens and 
signs to depart times and years, night and day. The fifth 
day He made fowls and birds in the air, and fishesgin the 
water. The sixth day He made beasts of the land, and man 
of the earth, and put them in Paradise, for he should work 
and wone therein, But man brake God’s hest and fell jnto 
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sin, and was put out of Paradise into woe and sorrow. 
worthy to be damned to the pain of hell without any end. 
But the Holy Trinity had mercy of man, and the Father 
sent the Son, and the Holy Ghost alight on a maid, and the 
Son took flesh and blood of that blissful maid, and died on 
the Rood to save mankind, and arose the third day, glorious 
and blissful, and taught his disciples, and ascended into 
heaven when it was time; and shall come at the day of 
Doom and deem quick and dead. Then all they that be 
written in the Book of Life shall wend with Him into the 
bliss of heaven,*and be there in body and soul, and see and 
know His Godhead and Manhood in joy without any end. 


Thus endeth the Dialogue, 
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The Epistle of Sir Fohn Trevisa, Chap- 
lain unto Lord Thomas of Barkley, 
upon the translation of Polychronicon 
into our English tongue. 


EALTH and worship to my worthy and 
worshipful Lord Sir Thomas, Lord of 
Barkley! I, John Trevisa, your priest 
and beadsman, obedient and buxom to 
work your will, hold in heart, think in 
thought, and mean in mind your needful 
meaning and speech that ye spake and 
said, that ye would have English transla- 

tion of Ranulphus of Chester’s books of chronicles, There- 

fore I will fond to take that travail, and make English 
translation of the same books, as God granteth me grace, 
for blame of’ backbiters will I not blinne; for envy of 

enemies, for evil gpiting and speech of evil speakers will I 

not leave to do this deed ; for travail will I not spare. 

Comfort I have in meedful making and pleasing to God, 

and in knowing that I wot that it is your will for to make 

this translation clear and plain to be known and understood, 

In somg place I shall set word for word, amd active for 

active, and passive for pagsive, arrow right as it standeth, 

without changing of the order of words, But in some place 

I must change the order of words, and set active for passive, 

and again-ward. And in some place I must set a reason 

for a word, and tell what it meaneth. But for al¥ such 
changing, the meaning shall stand and not Ie changed. 

But some words and names of countries, of lands, of cities, 

0 12° 
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of waters, of rivers, of mountains and hills, of persons, and 
of places, must be set and stand for themselves in their own 
kind, as Asia, Europe, Africa, and Syria, Mount Atlas, 
Sindi, and Oreb, Marach, Jordan, and Arnon, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Jerusalem, and Damascus, Hannibal, Rasin, 
Ahasuerus, and Cyrus, and many such words and names, 
If any man make of these books of chronicles a better 
English translation, and more profitable, God do him meedt 
And because ye make me do this meedful deed, He that 
quiteth all gogd deeds quite your meed in the bliss of 
heaven, in wealth and liking, with all the holy saints of 
mankind and the nine orders of angels; as Angels, Arch- 
angels, Principates, Potestates, Virtutes, Dominations, 
Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim, to see God in his blissful 
face, in joy without any end, Amen, 


Thus enceth he his epistle. 


Certain 
Prefaces and Epilogues by 


WILLIAM CAXTON. 


1475-1490. 


21% 


Wiuuram Caxton. 


The Recuyell of the Histories*of Troy. 
Title and Prologue to Book I. 


m)GRE beginneth the volume entitled and 
named the Recuyell of the Histories of 
Troy, composed and drawn out of divers 
books of Latin into French by the right 
venerable person and worshipful man, 
Raoul le Feure, priest and chaplain unto 
the right noble, glotious,and mighty prince 
in his time, Philip, Duke of Burgundy, of 
Brabant, etc., in the year of the Incarnation of our Lord 
God a thousand four hundred sixty and four, and translated 
and drawn out of French into English by William Caxton, 
mercer, of the,city of London, at the commandment of the 
tight high, mighty, and virtuous Princess, his redoubted 
Lady, Margaret, by the grace of God Duchess of Burgundy, 
of Lotrylk, of Brabant, etc.; which said translation and 
work was begun in Bruges in the County of Flanders, the 
first day of March, the year of the Incarnation of our said 
Lord God a thousand four hundred sixty and cight, and 
ended and finished in the holy city of Colofne the 19th 
day of September, the yearsof ou'Ssaid Lord God a thousand 
four hundred sixty and eleven, etc. 

And on that other side of this leaf followeth the prologue. 

When I remember that every man is bounden by the 
commandment and counsel of the wise man_to cschew 
sloth and idleness, which is mother and nourisher of vises, 
and ought to put myself unto virtuous occupation and 
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business, then I, having no great charge of occupation, 
following the said counsel took a French book, and read 
therein many strange and marvellous histories, wherein I 
had great pleasure and delight, as well for the novelty of 
the same as for the fair language of French, which was in 
prose so well and compendiously set and written, which 
methought I understood the sentence and substance of 
every matter. And for so much as this book was new and 
late made and drawn into French, and never had seen it 
in our English tongue, I thought in myself it should be a 
good business¢to translate it into our English, to the end 
that it might be had as well in the royaume of England as 
in other lands, and also for to pass therewith the time, and 
thus concluded in myself to begin this said work, And 
forthwith took pen and ink, and began boldly to run 
forth as blind Bayard in this present work, which is 
named “The Recuyell of the Trojan Histories.” And 
afterward when I remembered myself of my simpleness 
and unperfectness that I had in both languages, that is 
to wit in French and in English, for in France was I never, 
and was born and learned my English in, Kent, in’ the 
Weald, where I doubt not is spoken as broad and rude 
English as in any place of England; and have continued 
by the space of 30 years for the most part in the countries 
of Brabant, Flanders, Holland, and Zealand. And thus 
when all these things came before me, after that I had 
made and written five or six quiresrl fell in despair of this 
work, and purposed no more to have continued therein, 
and those quires laid apart, and in two yrars after laboured 
no more in this work, and was fully in will to have left it, 
till on a time it fortuned that the right high, excellent, and 
right virtuous princess, my right redoubted Lady, my 
Lady Margaret, by the grace of God sister unto the King 
of England”and of France, my sovereign lord, (Duchess 
of Burgundy, of Lotryksef Brabant, of Limburg, and of 
Luxembourg, Countess of Flanders, of Artois, and of 
Burgundy, Palatine of Hainault, of Holland, of Zealand 
and of Namur, Marquesse of the Holy Empire, Lady of 
Frisia, of Salins and of Mechlin, sent for me to speak with 
het good Grace of divers matters, among the which I let 
her Highness have knowledge of the foresaid beginning 
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of this work, which anon commanded me to show the said 
five or six quires to her said Grace; and when she had seen 
them anon she found a default in my English, which she 
commanded me to amend, and moreover commanded me 
straitly to continue and make an end of the residue then 
not translated; whose dreadful commandment I durst in 
no wise disobey, because I am a servant unto her said 
Grace and receive of her yearly fee and other many good 
and great benefits, (and also hope many more to reccive of 
her Highness), but forthwith went and laboured in the said 
translation after my simple and poor cunning, also nigh as 
I can following my author, meckly beseeching the boun- 
teous Highness of my said Lady that of her benevolence 
list to accept and take in gree this simple and rude work 
here following ; and if there be anything written or said to 
her pleasure, I shall think my labotir well employed, and 
whereas there is default that she arette it to the simple- 
ness of my cunning which is full small in this behalf; and 
require and pray all them that shall read this said work to 
correct it, and to hold me excused of the rude and simple 
translation, 
And thus Pend my prologue. 
ry 


Epilogue to Book II. 


Thus endeth the second book of the Recule of the 
Histories of * Troy. hich bookes were late translated 
into Frenoh out of Latin by the labour of the venerable 
person Raoul le Feure, priest, as afore is said; and by me 
indigne and unworthy, translated into this rude English 
by the commandment of my said redoubted Lady, Duchess 
of Burgundy, And for as much as I suppose the said two 
books be not had before this time in our English language, 
therefo?e I had the better wil} to accomplish this said 
work; which work was bégun”in Bruges and continued in 
Ghent and finished in Cologne, in the time of the troublous 
world, and of the great divisions being and reigning, as well 
in the royaumes of England and Trance as in alb other 
places universally through the world ; that is toswit the year 
of our Lord a thousand four hundred seventy one. And as 
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for the third book, which treateth of the general and last 
destruction of Troy, it needeth not to translate it into 
English, for as much as that worshipful and religious man, 
Dan John Lidgate, monk of Bury, did translate it but 
late ; after whose work I fear to take upon me, that am 
not worthy to bear his penner and ink-horn after him, to 
meddle me in that work, But yet for as much asI am 
bound to contemplate my said Lady’s good grace, and alsa 
that his work is in rhyme and as far as I know it is not had 
in prose in our tongue, and also, peradventure, he trans- 
lated after some other author than this is; and yet for as 
much as divers men be of divers desires, some to read in 
rhyme and metre and some in prose; and also because that 
I have now good leisure, being in Cologne, and have none 
other thing to do at this time; in eschewing of idleness, 
mother of all vices, ] have delibered in myself for the 
contemplation of my said redoubted lady to take this 
labour in hand, by the sufferance and help of Almighty 
God; whom I meekly supplye to give me grace to accom- 
plish it to the pleasure of her that is causer thereof, and 
that she receive it in gree of me, her faithful, true, and most 
humble servant, etc. 


Epilogue to Book III. 


Thus end I this book, which I have, translated after mine 
Author as nigh as God hath given me cunning, to whom be 
given the laud and praising. And for as much as in the 
writing of the same my pen is worn, my hand weary and 
not steadfast, mine eyne dimmed with overmuch looking on 
the white paper, and my courage not so prone and ready 
to labour as it hath been, and that age creepeth on me 
daily and fe¢bleth all the body, and also because,I have 
promised to divers gentleiten and to my friends to address 
to them as hastily as I might this said book, therefore I 
have practised and learned at my great charge and dispense 
to ordain this said book in print, after the manner and 
form fs ye may here see, and is not written with pen and 
ink-as othér books be, to the end that every man may 
have them at once. For all the books of this story, named 
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“ The Recule of the Histories of Troy” thus imprinted as ye 
here see, wete begun in one day and also finished in one 
day, which book I have presented to my said redoubted 
Lady, as afore is said. And she hath well accepted it, 
and largely rewarded me, wherefore I besecch Almighty 
God to reward her everlasting bliss after this life, praying 
her said Grace and all them that shall read this book not 
so disdain the simple and rude work, neither to reply against 
the saying of the matters touched in this book, though it 
accord not unto the translation of others which have written 
it. For divers men have made divets books which in all 
points accord not, as Dictes, Dares,and Homer. For Dictes 
and Homer, as Greeks, say and write favourably for the 
Greeks, and give to them more worship than to the Trojans; 
and Dares writeth otherwise than they do. And also as for 
the proper names, it is no wonder that they accord not, for 
some one name in these days have divers equivocations 
after the countries that they dwell in; but all accord in 
conclusion the general destruction of that noble city of 
Troy, and the death of so many noble princes, as kings, 
dukes, earls, harons, knights, and common people, and the 
ruin irreparable of that city that never since was re-edified ; 
which nay be example to all men during the world how 
dreadful and jeopardous it is to begin a war, and what 
harms, losses, and death followeth. Therefore the Apostle 
saith: “ All that is written is written to our doctrine,” which 
doctrine for tke comnton weal I beseech God may be taken 
in such plage and timc as shall be most needful in increasing 
of peace, love, ancharity; which grant us [He that suffered 
for the same to be crucified on the rood tree. And say we 
all Amen for charity | 
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Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. 
First edition (1477). Epilogue. 


ERE endeth the book named The Dictes 
or Sayings of the Philosophers, imprinted 
by me, William Caxton, at Westminster, 
the year of our Lord 1477. Which book is 
#] late translated out of French into English 
by the noble and puissant Lord Lord 
Antony, Earl of Rivers, Lord of Scales, 
and of the Isle of Wight, defender and 
director of the siege apostolic for our holy father the 
Pope in this royaume of England, and governor of my Lord 
Prince of Wales. And it is so that at such time as he had 
accomplished this said work, it liked him td send it to me 
in certain quires to oversee, which forthwith I saw, and 
found therein many great, notable, and wise sayings of the 
philosophers, according unto the books made in French 
which I had often before read; but certainly I had seen 
none in English until that time. Angl so afterward I came 
unto my said Lord, and told him how I had “read and seen 
his book, and that he had done a meritgrious teed in the 
labour of the translation thereof into our English tongue, 
wherein he had deserved a singular laud and thanks, &c, 
Then my said Lord desired me to oversee it, and where I 
should find fault to correct it; whereon I answered unto 
his Lordship that I could not amend it, but if I should so 
presume I might apaire it, oy it yas right well and cunningly 
made and translated into right good and fair English, 
Notwithstanding, he willed me to oversee it, and shewed 
me divers things, which, as seemed to him, might be left 
out, 4s divers letters missives sent from Alexander to 
Darius and’ Aristotle, and each to other, which letters were 
little appertinent unto dictes and sayings aforesaid, foras- 
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much as they specify of other matters. And also desired 
me, that done, to put the said book in imprint. And thus 
obeying his request and commandment, I have put me in 
devoir to oversee this his said book, and behold as nigh as 
I could how it accordeth with the original, being in Fren: h. 
And I find nothing discordant therein, save only in the dictes 
and sayings of Socrates, whercin I find that my said Lord 
hath left out certain and divers conclusions touching women. 
Whereof I marvel that my Lord hath not written them, ne 
what hath moved him so to do, ne what cause he had at 
that time; but I suppose that some fair latly hath desired 
him to leave it out of his book; or else he was amorous on 
some noble lady, for whose love he would not set it in his 
book; or else for the very affection, love, and good will that 
he hath unto all ladies and gentlewomen, he thought that 
Socrates spared the sooth and wrote of women more than 
truth; which I cannot think that so truc a man and so noble 
a philosopher as Socrates was should write otherwise than 
truth, For if he had made fault in wiiting of women, he 
ought not, ne should not, be believed in his other dictes and 
sayings. But! perceive that my said Lord knowcth verily 
that such defaults be not had ne found in the women born 
and dwelling in these parts ne regions of the world. Socrates 
was a Greek, born in a far country from hence, which country 
is all of other conditions than this is, and men and women 
of other nature than they be here in this country. Tor I 
wot well, of whatsoever condition women be in Greece, the 
women of this country be right good, wise, pleasant, humble, 
discreet, sober, caaste, obedient to their husbands, true, 
secret, steadfast, ever busy, and never idle, atiemperate in 
speaking, and virtuous in all their works—or at least should 
beso. For which causes so evident my said Lord, as I 
suppose, thought it was mot of necessity to set in his book 
the sayéngs of his author Socrates touching Women, But 
forasmuch as I had commandffent of my said Lord to 
correct and amend where I should find fault, and other find 
I none save that he hath left out these dictes and sayings 
of the women of Greece, therefore in accomplishing his 
commandment—forasmuch as I am not certain whether it 
was in my Lord’s copy or not, or else, peradventure, that 
the wind had blown over the leaf at the time of translation 
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of his book—I purpose to write those same sayings of that 
Greek Socrates, which wrote of the women of Greece and 
nothing of them of this royaume, whom, I suppose, he never 
knew ; for if he had, I dare plainly say that he would have 
reserved them specially in his said dictes, Always not 
presuming to put and set them in my said Lord’s book but 
in the end apart in the rehearsal of the works, humbly 
requiring all them that shall read this little rehearsal, that 
if they find any fault to arette it to Socrates, and not to me, 
which writeth as hereafter followeth, 

Socrates said that women be the apparels to catch men, 
but they take none but them that will be poor or else them 
that know them not. And he said that there is none so 
great empechement unto a man as ignorance and women, 
And he saw a woman that bare fire, of whom he said that 
the hotter bore the colder. And he saw a woman sick, of 
whom he said that the evil resteth and dwelleth with the 
evil, And he saw a woman brought to the justice, and 
many other women followed her weeping, of whom he said 
the evil be sorry and angry because the evil shall perish, 
And he saw a young maid that learned to write, of whom 
he said that men multiplied evil upon evil. And he said 
that the ignorance of a man is known in three things, that 
is to wit, when he hath no thought to use reason; when 
he cannot refrain his covetise; and when he is governed 
by the counsel of women, in that he knoweth that they know 
not, And he said unto his disciples ; ‘*Will yeethat I enseign 
and teach you how ye shall now escape from, all evil?” 
And they answered, “Yea.” And then*he said to them, 
“For whatsoever thing that it be, keep you and be well 
ware that ye obey not women.” Who answered to him 
again, “And what sayest thou by our good mothers, and 
of our sisters?” He said to thetn, “Suffice you with that 
Ihave said to you, for all be semblable in malicer? And 
he said, “ Whosoever will Sequit and get science, let him 
never put him in the governance of a woman.” And he saw 
a woman that made her fresh and gay, to whom he said, 
“Thoy resemblest the fire; for the more wood is laid to 
the fire the, more will it burn, and the greater is the heat.” 
Arfd on atime one asked him what him semed of women}; 
he answered that the women resemble a tree called Edelfla, 
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which is the fairest tree to behold and see that may be, but 
within it is full of venom, And they said to him and 
demanded wherefore he blamed so women? and that he 
himself had not come into this world, ne none other men 
also, without them. He answered, “The woman is like 
unto a tree named Chassoygnet, on which tree there be 
many things sharp and pricking, which hurt and prick them 
that approach unto it; and yet, nevertheless, that same 
tree bringeth forth good dates and sweet.” And they 
demanded him why he fled from the women? And he 
answered, “Forasmuch as J see them flee and eschew the 
good and commonly do evil.” And a woman said to 
him, “Wilt thou have any other woman than me?” And 
he answered to her, “Art not ashamed to offer thyself to 
him that demandeth nor desireth thee not?” 

So, these be the dictes and sayings of the philosopher 
Socrates, which he wrote in his book; and certainly he 
wrote no worse than afore is rehearsed. And forasmuch as 
it is accordant that his dictes and sayings should be had as 
well as others’, therefore I have set it in the end of this 
book, And also some persons, peradventure, that have 1ead 
this book in French would have arette a great default in me 
that I kad not done my devoir in visiting and oveiseeing of 
my Lord’s book according to his desire. And some other 
also, haply, might have supposed that Socrates had written 
much more ill of women than here afore is specified, where- 
fore in satisfying of all parties, and also for excuse of the 
said Socrates, I have set these said dictes and sayings apart 
in the end 6f this hook, to the intent that if my said lord or 
any other person, whatsoever he or she be that shall 1ead or 
hear it, that if they be not well pleased withal, that they 
with a pen race it out, or else rend the leaf out of the book. 
Humbhly requiring and baseeching my said lord to take no 
displeaspre on me so presuming, but to pardeén whereas he 
shall find fault; and that it please him to take the labour of 
the imprinting in gree and thanks, which gladly have done 
my diligence in the accomplishing of his desire and com- 
mandment ; in which I am bounden so to do for the good 
reward that I have received of his said lordship; whom I 
beseech Almighty God to increase and to continue in -his 
virtuous disposition in this world, and after this life to live 
everlastingly in Heaven. Amen, 
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Boethius de Consolatione Philosophiae.* 
Epilogue (1478). 


a)Hus endeth this book, which is named “The 
h| Book of Consolation of Philosophy,” which 
that Boecius made for his comfort and con- 
solation, he being in exile for the common 
and public weal, having great heaviness 
I) and thoughtes, and in manner of despair, 
rehearsing in the said book how Philosophy 
appeared to him shewing the mutability of 
this transitory life, and also informing how fortune and hap 
should be understood, with the predestination and préscience 
of God as much as may and is possible to be known natur- 
ally, as afore is said in this said book. Which Boecius was 
an excellent author of divers books, craftily and curiously 
made in prose and metre; and also" had tianslated divers 
books out of Greek into Latin, and had been senator of that 
noble and famous city Rome; and &lso his two sons 
senators for their prudence and wisdom. And forasmuch as 
he withstood to his power the tyranny of Theodoric, then 
Emperor, and would have defended the said city and senate 
from his wicked hands, whereupofi he was convicted ahd put 
in prison; in which prisgn he made this foresaid*book of 
consolation for his singular €omfort. And forasmuch as the 
style of it is hard and difficult to be understood of simple 
persons, therefore the worshipful father and first founder 
and embellisher of oinate eloquence in our English, I mean 
Master Geaffrey Chaucer, hath translated this said work out 
of*Latin into our usual and mother tongue, following the 
Latin as nighas is possible to be understood; wherein in 
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mine opinion he hath deserved a perpetual laud and thank of 
all this noble royaume of England, and espccially of them 
that shall read and understand it, For in the said book 
they may see what this transitory and mutable world is, and 
whereto every man living in it ought to intend. Then foras- 
much as this said book so translated is rare and not spread 
ne known as it is digne and worthy, for the erudition and 
learning as such as be ignorant and not knowing of it, at 
request of a singular friend and gossip of mine, IJ, William 
Caxton, have done my devoir and pain to imprint it in form 
as is here afore made; in hoping that it sHall profit much 
people to the weal and health of their souls, and for to learn 
to have and keep the better patience in adversities. And 
furthermore I desire and require you that of your charity ye 
would pray for the soul of the said worshipful man Geoffrey 
Chaucer, first translator of this said book into English, and 
embellisher in making the said language ornate and fair, 
which shall endure perpetually; and therefore he ought 
eternally to be remembered, of whom the body and corpse 
lieth buried in the Abbey of Westminster beside London, 
to-fore the chapel of Saint Benedict, by whose sepulchre is 
written on a table hanging on a pillar his Epitaph, made by 
a Poet kaureate, whereof the copy followeth &c, 


Epitaphium Galfridi Chaucer, per 
poetam laureatum Stephanum surigonum 
Mediolanehsem in decretis licenciatum, 

a 


a 
Pyerides muse si possunt numina fletus 
Fundere, diuinas atque rigare genas, 
Galfridi vatis Chaucer crudelia fata 
Plangite; sit lactimis abstinuisse nefas, 
Uos,coluit viuens: at vos celebrate sepultum ; 
Reddatur merito graeia digha viro, 
Grande decus vobis, en docti musa Maronis 
Qua didicit melius lingua latina loqui. 
Grande nouumque decus Chaucer famamque parauit; 
Heu quantum fuerat prisca britanna rudis, 2 
Reddidit insignem maternis versibus, vt iam 
Aurea splendescat, feirea facta prius. 
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Hunc latuisse virum nil! si tot opuscula vertes 
Dixeris, egregiis quae decorata modis, 

Socratis ingenium. vel fontes philosophie 
Quitquid et arcani dogmata sacra ferunt 

Et quascunque velis tenuit dignissimus artes 
Hic vates, paruo conditus hoc tumulo, 

Ah laudis quantum preclara britannia perdis 
Dum rapuit tantum mors odiosa virum, 

Crudeles parcae, crudelia fila sorores ! 
Non tamen extincto corpore fama perit 

Uiuet in ettrnum, viuent dum scripta poete, 
Uiuant eterno tot monimenta die, 

Si qua bonos tangit pietas, si carmine dignus 
Carmina qui cecinit tot cumulata modis, 

Haec sibi marmoreo scribantur verba sepulchro, 
Haec maneat laudis sarcina summa suae: 

Galfridus Chaucer vates et fama poesis 
Materne, hac sacra sum tumulatus humo. 


Post obitum Caxton voluit te viuere cura 
Willelmi, Chaucer, clare poeta, tui: 

Nam tua non solum compressit opuscula formis, 
Has quoque sed laudes iussit hic esse tuas. 


Golden Legend. 


First Edition (1483). Prologue. 


|= Holy and blessed doctor Saint Jerome 
saith this authority, “ Do always some good 
work to the end that the devil find thee 
not Idle” And the holy doctor Saint 
Austin saith in the book of the labour of 
monks, that no man strong or mighty to 
labour ought to be idle; for which cause 
when I had peiformed and accomplished 
divers works and histories translated out of French into 
Englishat the request of certain lords, ladies, and gentlemen, 
as the Recuyel of the History of Troy, the Book of the Chess, 
the History of Jason, the history of the Mirror of the World, 
the 15 books of Metamorphoses in which be contained the 
fables of Ovid, and the History of Godfrey of Boulogne in 
the conquest df Jerusalem, with other divers works and 
books, I ne wist what work to begin and put forth after the 
said works to-fore Inade, And forasmuch as idleness is so 
much blamed, as saith Saint Bernard, the mellifluous doctor, 
that she is mother of lies and step-dame of virtues, and it is 
she that overthroweth strong men into sin, quencheth virtue, 
nourisheth pride, and maketh the way ready ta go to hell; 
and Johfi Cassiodorus saith that,the thought of him that 
is idle thinketh on none ee thing but on licorous meats 
and viands for his belly; and the holy Saint Bernard 
aforesaid saith in an epistle, when the time shall come 
that it shall bchove us to render and give accounts af our 
idle time, what reason may we render or what answer shall 
we give when in, idleness is none excuse; and Prosper saith 
that whosoever liveth in idleness liveth in manner ofa 
P 12 
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dumb beast. And because I have seen the authorities that 
blame and despise so much idleness, and also know well 
that it is one of the capital and deadly sins much hateful 
unto God, therefore | have concluded and firmly purposed 
in myself no more to be idle, but will apply myself to 
labour and such occupation as I have been accustomed to 
do, And forasmuch as Saint Austin aforesaid saith upon 
a psalm that good work ought not to be done for fear of 
pain, but for the love of righteousness, and that it be of 
very and soyereign franchise, and because me-seemeth 
to be a sovereign weal to incite and exhort men and women 
to keep them from sloth and idleness, and to let to be 
understood to such people as be not lettered the nativities, 
the lives, the passions, the miracles, and the death of the 
holy saints, and also some other notorious deeds and acts 
of times past, I have submised myself to translate into 
English the legend of Saints, which is called Legenda Aurea 
in Latin, that is to say, the Golden Legend; for in like wise 
as gold is most noble above all other metals, in like wise 
is this legend holden most noble above all other works, 
Against me here might some persons say that this legend 
hath been translated before, and truth it is; but fgrasmuch 
as I had by me a legend in French, another in Latin, and 
the third in English, which varied in many and divers 
places, and also many histories were comprised in the two 
other books which were not in the English book; and 
therefore I have written one out of the safd three books, 
which I have ordered otherwise than the said English 
legend is, which was so to-fore made, Beseeching all them 
that shall see or hear it read to pardon me where I have 
erred or made fault, which, if any be, is of ignorance and 
against my will; and submit it wholly of such as gan and 
may, to corgect it, humbly beseeching them so to do, and in 
so doing they shall desegye a singular laud and m@rit ; and 
I shall pray for them unto"Almighty God that He of His 
benign grace reward them, etc, and that it profit to all 
them that shall read or hear it read, and may increase in 
thena virtue, and expel vice and sin, that by the example 
of the holy saints amend their living here in this short life, 
that by their merits they and I may come to everlasting 
life and bliss in Heaven. Amen, 


Caton (1483). 


Prologue, 


ERE beginneth the prologue or procm of the 
book called Caton, which book hath been 
translated into English by Master Benet 
Burgh, late Archdeacon of Colchester, and 
high canon of St. Stephen’s at West- 
minster, which ful craftily hath made it 
in ballad royal for the erudition of my 
lord Bousher, son and heir at that time 
to my lord tha Earl of Essex. And because of late came 
to my hand a book of the said Cato in French, which 
rehears@th many a fair learning and notable examples, I 
have translated it out of French into English, as all along 
hereafter shall appear, which I present unto the city of 
London, 

Unto the ‘neble, andient, and renowned city, the city of 
London, in ,England, I, William Caxton, citizen and con- 
jury of the same, atid of the fraternity and {cllowship of the 
mercery, owe of right my service and good will, and of 
very duty am bounden naturally to assist, aid, and counsel, 
as far forth as I can to my power, as to my mother of 
whom'*I have received my nurture and living, and shall 
pray forthe good prosperity and policy of the same during 
my life. For,as me-seemdth, % is of great need, because 
I have known it in my young age much more wealthy, 
prosperous, and richer, than it is at this day. And the 
cause is that there is almost none that intendeth to the 
common weal, but only every man for his singsilar profit, 
Oh! when I remember the noble Romans, that for tHe 
common weal of the city of Rome they spent not only their 
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moveable goods but they put their bodies and, lives in 
jeopardy and to the death, as by many a noble example 
we may see in the acts of Romans, as of the two noble 
Scipios, African and Asian, Actilius,and many others. And 
among all others the noble Cato, author and maker of this 
book, which he hath left for to remain ever to all the people 
for to learn in it and to know how every man ought to rule 
and govern him in this life, as well for the life temporal as 
for the life spiritual. And as in my judgement it is the 
best book for fo be taught to young children in school, and 
also to people of every age, it is full convenient if it be well 
understood. And because I see that the children that be 
born within the said city increase, and profit not like their 
fathers and elders, but for the most part after that they be 
come to their perfect years of discretion and ripeness of 
age, how well that their fathers have left to them great 
quantity of goods yet scarcely among ten two thrive, 
[whereas] I have scen and known in other lands in divers 
cities that of one name and lineage successively have en- 
dured prosperously many heirs, yea, a five or six hundred 
years, and some a thousand; and in this noblacity of London 
it can unneth continue unto the third heir or scarcely to the 
second,—O blessed Lord, when I remember this € am all 
abashed ; I cannot judge the cause, but fairer ne wiser ne 
better spoken children in their youth be nowhere than 
there be in London, but at thei full ripening there is no 
kernel ne good corn found, but chaf for the most part. I 
wot well there be many noble and wise, and prove well and 
be better and ticher than ever were their fathers, And to 
the end that many might come to honour and worship, I 
intend to translate this said book of Cato, in which I doubt 
not, and if they will read it and understand they shall 
much the better con rule thenfsclves thereby ; for” among 
all other books this is a singular’ book, and mag well be 
called the regiment or g&vernafice of the body and soul. 
There was a noble clerk named Pogius of Florence, and 
was secretary to Pope Eugene and also to Pope Nicholas, 
whigh had in the city of Florence a noble and well-stuffed 
library which all noble strangers coming to Florence desired 
fo see; and therein they found many noble and rare books. 
And when they had asked of him which Was the best bool 
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of them all, and that he reputed for best, he said that he 
held Cato glosed for the best book of his libiary. Then 
since that he that was so noble a clerk held this book for 
the best, doubtless it must follow that this is a noble book 
and a virtuous, and such one that a man may eschew all 
vices and ensue virtue, Then to the end that this said 
book may profit unto the hearets of it, I beseech Almighty 
God that I may achieve and accomplish it unto his laud 
and glory, and to the erudition and learning of them that 
be ignorant, that they may thereby profit and be the better. 
And I require and bescech all such that find fault o1 error, 
that of their charity they coriect and amend it, and I shall 
heartily pray for them to Almighty God, that he reward 
them, 
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Aesop. (1483). 
Epilogue. 





gJOw then I will finish all these fables with 
i this tale that followeth, which a worship- 
ful priest and a parson told me lately. He 
said that there were dwelling in Oxford 
two priests, both masters of art, of whom 
that one was quick and could put himself 
forth, and that other was a good simple 
priest. And so it happened that the master 
that was pert and quick, was anon promoted to a benefice 
or twain, and after to prebends and for to be a dean of a 
great prince’s chapel, supposing and weening that his 
fellow the simple priest should never have been promoted, 
but be alway an Annual, or at the most a parish priest, 
So after long fime that this worshipful man, this dean, came 
riding into a good parish with a ten pr twelvg korses, like a 
prelate, and came into the church of the said parish, and 
found there this good simple man sometime” his fellow, 
which came and welcomed him lowly; and that other 
bad him “good morrow, master John,” and took him 
slightly by the hand, and asked him where he dwelt. And 
the good man said, “In this parish.” ‘“ How,” said he, 
“are ye her€ a soul priest or a parish priest?” “ Nay, sir,” 
said he, “for lack of aebettex, though I be not able ne 
worthy, I am parson and curate of this parish.” And then 
that other availed his bonnet and said, “ Master parson, I 
pray you to be not displeased; I had supposed ye 
had fhot been beneficed; but master,” said he, “I pray 
you what fs this benefice worth to you a year?” “For- 
sooth,” said the good simple man, “I wot never, for I make 
ha 
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never accounts thereof how well I have had it four or five 
years.” *“ And know ye not,” said he, “what it is worth? it 
should seem a good benefice.” “No, forsooth” said he, 
“but I wot well what it shall be worth to me.” “Why” 
said he, “what shall it be worth?” “ Forsooth” said he, 
“if I do my true diligence in the cure of my parishioners in 
preaching and teaching, and do my-part longing to my 
gure, I shall have heaven therefore; and if their souls be 
lost, or any of them by my default, I shall be punished 
therefore, and hereof am I sute,” And with that word the 
rich dean was abashed, and thought he shoutd do the better 
and take more heed to his cures and benefices than he had 
done, This was a good answer of a good priest and an 
honest. And herewith I finish this book, translated and 
printed by me, William Caxton, at Westminster in the 
Abbey, and finished the 26th day of March, the year of our 
Lord 1484, and the first year of the reign of King Richard 
the Thiid, 
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Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. 
Second Edition. (1484). 


Proem. 


REAT thanks, laud, and honour ought to be 
given unto the clerks, poets, and historio- 
graphs that have written many noble books 
of wisedom of the lives, passions, and mir- 
acles of holy saints, of histories of noble and 
famous acts and faites, and of the chronicles 
since the beginning of the creation of the 
world unto this present time, by which we 
be daily informed and have knowledge of many things of 
whom we should not have known if they had not left to us 
their monuments written. Among whom arfd in especial 
before all others, we ought to give a singular laud uyto that 
noble and great philosopher Geoffrey Chaucer, the which for 
his ornate writing in our tongue may well have the name of 
a laureate poet. For to-fore that he by labour embellished, 
ornated, and made fair our English, in this realm was had 
rude speech and incongruous, as yet it appearcth by old 
books, which at this day ought not to have place ne be 
compared among, ne to, his beauteous vélumes and ornate 
writings, of whom he made many books and treatises of 
many a noble history, as well in metre as in rhyme and 
prose; and them so craftily madethat he comprehended his 
matters in skort, quick, and high sentences, cschewing pro- 
lixity, casting away the ghaff 9f superfluity, and Shewing 
the picked grain of sentence uttered by crafty and sugared 
eloquence ; of whom among all others of his books I pur- 
pose to print, by the grace of God, the book of the tales of 
Canterbury, in which I find many a noble history of every 
state and degree; first rehearsing the conditions and the 
array of each of them as properly as possible is to be said. 
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And after their tales which be of nobleness, wisdom, 
gentlentss, mirth, and also of very holiness and virtue, 
wherein he finisheth this said book, which book I have 
diligently overseen and duly examined, to that end it be 
made according unto his own making, For I find many of 
the said books which writers have abridged it, and many 
things left out; and in some place have set certain verses 
athat he never made ne set in his book; of which books so 
incorrect was one brought to me, 6 years past, which I 
supposed had been very true and correct; and according to 
the same I did do imprint a certain numbet of them, which 
anon were sold to many and divers gentlemen, of whom one 
gentleman came to me and said that this book was not 
according in many place unto the book that Geoffrey 
Chaucer had made. To whom I answered that I had made 
it according to my copy, and by me was nothing added ne 
minished. Then he said he knew a book which his father 
had and much loved, that was very true and according unto 
his own first book by him made; and said more, if I would 
imprint it again he would get me the same book for a copy, 
howbeit he wist well that his father would not gladly depart 
from it. To*whom I said, in case that he could get me such 
a bool, true and correct, yet I would once endeavour me to 
imprint it again for to satisfy the author, whereas before by 
ignorance I erred in hurting and defaming his book in 
divers places, in setting in some things that he never said 
ne made, and leaving out many things that he made which 
be requisite to be set in it, And thus we fell at accord, 
and he full gently got of his father the said book and 
delivered it to me, by which I have corrected my book, as 
hereafter, all along by the aid of Almighty God, shall 
follow; whom I humbly besecch to give me grace and aid 
to aghieve and accomplish to his laud, honour, and glory ; 
and that all ye that shall in this book read or hear, will of 
your charity among your sleecls »f mercy remember the soul 
of the said Geoffrey Chaucer, first author and maker of this 
book, And also that all we that shall see and read therein 
may so take and understand the good and virtuous tales, 
that it may so profit unto the health of our souls that after 
this short and transitory life we may come tO everlasting 
life in Heaveny Amen. 
By WILLIAM CAXTON, 
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Malory’s King Arthur. (1485). 


. Prologue. 


S}FTER that J had accomplished and finished 
i! divers histories, as well of contemplation 
as of other historical and worldly acts of 
great conquerors and princes, and also 
certain books of ensamples and doctrine, 
many noble and divers gentlemen of this 
realm of England came and demanded me 
many aud oft times wherefore that I have 
not done made and printed the noble history of the Saint 
Graal, and of the most renowned Christian King, first and 
chief of the three best Christian and worthy, Arthur, which 
ought most to be remembered among us Englishmen 
before all other Christian Kings, For it fs notoyrly known 
through the universal world that there be nine worthy 
and the best that ever were; that is to wit three Paynims, 
three Jews, and three Christian men. As for fhe Paynims, 
they were to-fore the Incarnation of Christ, which were 
named—the first, Hector of Troy, of whom the history is 
come both in ballad and in prose—the second, Alexander 
the Great; and the third, Julius Caesar, Emperor of Rome, 
of whom the histories be well known and had. And 
as for the three Jews, which also were before the [ncar- 
nation of our Lord of wham, the, first was Duke Joshua, 
which brought the children of Israel into the land of 
behest; the second, David, King of Jerusalem; and the third 
Judas Maccabzeus ; of these three the Bible rehearseth all 
their moble histories and acts. And since the said 
Incarnation *have been three noble Christian men, in- 
stalled and admitted through the universe! world into 
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the number of the nine best and worthy, of whom was 
first the noble Arthur, whose noble acts I purpose 
to write in this present book here following. The second 
was Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, of whom the 
history is had in many places both in French and English; 
and the third and last was Godfrey of Boulogne, of whose 
acts and life I made a book unto the excellent prince and 
dcing of noble memory, King Edward the Fourth. The said 
noble gentlemen instantly required me to print the history 
of the said noble king and conqueror, King Arthur, and of 
his knights, with the history of the Saint Qraal, and of the 
death and ending of the said Arthur, affirming that I ought 
rather to print his acts and noble feats than of Godfrey of 
Boulogne or any of the other eight, considering that he was 
a man born within this realm, and king and emperor of the 
same; and that there be in French divers and many noble 
volumes of his acts, and also of his knights. To whom I 
answered that divers men hold opinion that there was no 
such Arthur, and that all such books as be made of him 
be but feigned and fables, because that some chronicles 
make of him_no mention, ne remember him nothing, ne of 
his knights ; hereto they answered, and onc in special said, 
that iq him that should say or think that there was never 
such a king called Arthur, might well be aretted great folly 
and blindness ; for he said that there were many evidences 
of the contrary, First ye may see his sepulchre in the 
ee Lo Glastoybury ; and also in ‘Polychronicon,’ in 
the fifth book, the sixth chapter, and in the seventh book, 
the twent}-third, chapter, where his body was buried, and 
after found and Yranslated into the said monastery, Ye 
shall see also in the history of Boccaccio, in his book ‘De 
casu principum,’ part of his noble acts and also of his fall. 
Also Galfiidusin his Brisish book recounteth his life, and in 
divers places of England many remembrancem be yet of him, 
and shall remain perpetually, and also of his knights, First 
in the Abbey of Westminster at Saint Edward’s shrine 
remaineth the print of his seal in red wax closed in beryl, in 
which is written ‘Patricius Arthurus, Britanniae Galliae 
Germaniae Daciae Imperator.’ Item, in the castle cf Dover 
ye may sec Gawain’s skull and Caiadoc’s mantle; at Win- 
chester the resund table ; in other places Lancelot’s sword, 
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and many other things. Then all these things considered, 
there can no man reasonably gainsay but here was‘a king 
of this land named Arthur ; for in all places, Christian and 
heathen, he is reputed and taken for one of the nine worthy, 
and the first of the three Christian men. And also he is 
more spoken of beyond the sea; more books made of his 
noble acts than there be in England, as well in Dutch, 
Italian, Spanish, and Greek as in French; and yet of record + 
remain in witness of him in Wales in the town of Camelot 
the great stones and marvellous works of iron lying under 
the ground, and*royal vaults, which divers now living hath 
seen, Wherefore it is amarvel why he is no more renowned 
in his own country, save only it accordeth to the word of 
God, which saith that no man is accepted for a prophet in 
his own country. Then all these things aforesaid alleged, I 
could not well deny but that there was such a noble king 
named Aithur, and reputed one of the nine worthy, and first 
and chief of the Christian men; and many noble volumes be 
made of him and of his noble knights in French, which I 
have seen and read beyond the sea, which be not had in our 
maternal tongue, but in Welsh be many, and algo in French, 
and some in English, but nowhere nigh all, Wherefore 
such as have lately been drawn out briefly into Engdish, I 
have, after the simple cunning that God hath sent to me, 
under the favour and correction of all noble lords and 
gentlemen,emprisedtoimprint a book of the noble histories of 
the said King Arthur and of ce:tain of his knights, after a 
copy unto me delivered, which copy Sir Thomas Mallory 
did take out of certain books of French ang reduded it into 
English, And I according to my copy have down set it in 
print, to the intent that noble men may see and learn the 
noble acts of chivalry, the gentle and virtuous deeds that 
some knights used in those days, by which they ame 
to honour, an® how they that were vicious were puished 
and oft put to shame and sebuke; humbly beseeching all 
noble lords and ladies and all other estates, of what estate 
or degrec they be of, that shall seo and read in this said 
book and work, that they take the good and honest acts in 
their rcmembrance and to follow the same, whercin they 
shall find mafly joyous and pleasant histories and noble and 
renowned acts of humanity, gentleness, and dhivalry, For 
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herein, may be seen noble chivalry, courtesy, humanity, 
friendliness, hardyhood, love, friendship, cowardice, murder, 
hate, virtue, and sin. Do after the good and leave the evil, 
and it shall bring you to good fame and renown. And for 
to pass the time this book shall be pleasant to read in; but 
for to give faith and believe that allis true that is contained 
herein, ye be at your liberty, But all is written for our 
doctrine, and for to beware that we fall not to vice ne sin, 
but to exercise and follow virtue, by which we may come 
and attain to good fame and renown in this life, and after 
this short and transitory life to come unto everlasting bliss 
in heaven ; the which He grant us that reigneth in Heaven, 
the Blessed Trinity. Amen, 

Then to proceed forth in this said book which I direct 
unto all noble princes, lords and ladies, gentlemen or 
gentlewomen, that desire to read or hear read of the noble 
and joyous history of the great conqueror and excellent 
king, King Arthur, sometime King of this noble realm then 
called Britain, I, William Caxton, simple person, present 
this book following, which I have emprised to imprint, 
And treateth of the noble acts, feats of arms, of chivalry, 
prowess, hardihood, humanity, love, courtesy, and very 
gentl@ness, with many wondeiful histories and adventures, 
And for to understand briefly the contents of this volume, I 
have divided it into 21 books, and every book chaptered, 
as hereafter shall by God’s grace follow. The first book 
shall treat*how Uther Pendragon begat the noble conqueror, 
King Arthur, and containeth 28 chapters, The second 
book treateth of,Balyn the noble knight, and containeth 19 
chapters, The third book treateth of the marriage of King 
Arthur to Queen Guinevere, with other matters, and con- 
taineth 15 chapters, The fourth book how Merlin was 
assotted, and of war macte to King Atthur, and containeth 
29 chapters. The fifth book treateth of the conquest of 
Lucius the emperor, antl containeth 12 chapters, The 
sixth book treateth of Sir Lancelot and Sir Lionel, and 
marvellous adventures, and containeth 18 chapters. The 
seventh book treateth of a noble knight called Sir Gareth, 
and named by Sir Kay ‘Beaumains, and gontaineth 36 
chapters, The eighth book treateth of the birth of Sir 
Tristram the noble knight, and of his acts, and containeth 
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At chapters, The ninth book treateth of a knight named 
by Sir Kay, ‘Le cote mal taillé’ and also of Sir Tristram, 
and containeth 44 chapters, The tenth book treatcth of 
Sir Tristram, and other marvellous adventures, and con- 
taineth 83 chapters, The eleventh book treateth of Sir 
Lancelot and Sir Galahad, and containeth 14 chapters, 
The twelfth book treateth of Sir Lancelot and his madness, 
and containeth 14 chapters. The thirteenth book treatettt 
how Galahad came first to King Arthur’s court, and the 
quest how the,Sangreal was begun, and containeth 20 
chapters, The fourteenth book treateth of the quest of the 
Sangreal, and containecth 10 chapters, The fifteenth book 
treateth of Sir Lancelot, and containeth 6 chapters, The 
sixteenth book treateth of Sir Boris and Sir Lionel his 
brother, and containeth 17 chapters. The seventeenth book 
treateth of the Sangieal, and containeth 23 chapters. The 
eighteenth book treateth of Sir Lancelot and the Queen, 
and containeth 25 chapters. The nineteenth book treateth 
of Queen Guinevere, and Lancelot, and containeth 1 

chapteis, The twenticth book treateth of the piteous death 
of Arthur, and containeth 22 chapters. Thg twenty-first 
book treateth of his last departing, and how Sir Lancelot 
came to revenge his death, and containeth 13 cMapters, 
The sum is 21 books, which contain the sum of five hundred 
and seven chapters, as more plainly shall follow hereafter. 


Eneydos (14.90). 
Prologue. 


Frer divers work made, translated, and 
achieved, having no work in hand, I sitting 
in my study whereas lay many divers pam- 
phlets and books, happened that to my 
hand came a little book in French, which 
lately was translated out of Latin by some 
noble clerk of France, which book is named 
Aeneidos, made in Latin by that noble poet 
and great clerk, Virgil, Which book I saw ove, and read 
therein how, after the general destruction of the gieat Troy, 
Aenees departed, bearing his old fathe: Anchises upon his 
shoulders, his little son [ulus on his hand, his wife with much 
other people following, and how he shipped and departed, 
with all the history of his adventures that he had e1¢ he came 
to the achi¢vement ofhis conquest of Italy, as all along shall 
be shewed,in his present book. In which book I had great 
pleasure because of the fai: and honest terms and words in 
French ; which never saw before like, ne none so pleasant 
ne so well ordered ; which book as seemed to me should be 
much 1equisite to noble men to see, as well for the eloquence 
as tht histoties. How wéll that many hundred years past 
was thm said book of Mexezdos, with other works, made and 
learned daily in schools, egpecialfy in Italy and other places; 
which history the said Virgil made in metre, And when I 
had advised me in this said book, I delibered and concluded 
to translate it into English; and forthwith took a pen and 
ink and wrote a.leaf or twain, which I oversaw again to 
correct it. And when I saw the fair and strange te:ths 
therein, I doulfed that it should not please some gentlemen 
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which late blamed me, saying that in my translations 1 
had over curious terms, which could not be understood of 
common pcople, and desired me to use old and homely 
terms in my translations, And fain would I satisfy every 
man, and so to do took an old book and read therein, and 
certainly the English was so rude and broad that I could 
not well understood it, And also my Lord Abbot of West- 
minster did do show to me lately certain evidences writtert 
in old English, for to reduce it into our English now used, 
And certainly was written in such wise that it was more 
like to Dutch than English, I could not reduce ne bring it 
to be understood. And certainly our language now used 
varicth far from that which was used and spoken when I 
was born, For we Englishmen be born under the domina~ 
tion of the moon, which is never steadfast but ever wavering, 
waxing one season and waneth and decreaseth another season, 
And that common English that is spoken in one shire 
varieth from another, insomuch that in my days happened 
that certain merchants were in a ship in Thames for to 
have sailed over the sea into Zealand, and for lack of 
wind they tarried at Foreland, and went te land for to 
refresh them, And one of them named Sheffield, a mercer, 
came into a house and asked for meat, and especRilly he 
asked after eggs; and the goodwife answered that she 
could speak no French, and the merchant was angry, for he 
also could speak no French, but would have had eggs, and 
she understood him not, And ther® at lasteahother said, 
that he would have “eyren”; then the goodwife said that 
she understood him well. Lo, what showd a man in these 
days now write, eggs or eyren? Certainly it is hard to 
please every man because of diversity and change of lan- 
guage, For in these days every man that is in any reputa- 
tion in his coyntry will utter his cBmmunication and nfatters 
in such manners and terms that few men shall understand 
them, And some honest*atd great clerks have been with 
me and desired me to write the most curious terms that I 
could find; and thus between plain, rude and curious I 
standgabashed. But in my judgment the common terms 
that be daily used be lighter to be understood than the old 
ahd ancient English. And forasmuch as this present book 
is pot for a rude uplandish man to labour th@rein ne read it, 
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but only for a clerk and a noble gentleman that feeleth and 
understandcth in feats of arms, in love and in noble chivalry, 
Therefore in a mean between both I have reduced and 
translated this said book into our English, not over-1ude ne 
curious ; but in such terms as shall be understood, by God’s 
grace, according to my copy. And if any man will intermit 
in reading of it, and findcth such terms that he cannot 
understand, let him go read and learn Virgil or the pistes 
of Ovid, and there he shall see and understand lightly all, 
if he have a good reader and informer. For this book is not 
for every rude and uncunning man to see, but to clerks and 
very gentlemen that understand gentleness and science, 
Then I pray all them that shall read in this little treatise to 
hold me for excused for the translating of it, for 1 acknow- 
ledge myself ignorant of cunning to emprise on me sa high 
and noble a work, But I pray Master John Skelton, late 
created poet laureate in the University of Oxenford, to 
oversee and correct this said book, and to address and 
expound, wherever shall be found fault, to them that shall 
require it, 

For him I knpw for sufficient to expound and English every 
difficulty that is therein; for he hath latcly translated the 
Epistles of Tully, and the book of Diodoius Siculus, and 
divers other works out of Latin into English, not in rude 
and old language, but in polished and ornate terms craftily, 
as he that hath read Virgil, Ovid, Tully, and all the other 
noble poets aryl orators to meunknown, And also he hath 
read the nine Muses, and understands their musical sciences, 
and to wifom ofythem each science is appropred. I 
suppose he hath drunken of Helicon’s well. Then I pray 
him and such others to correct, add, or minish whereas he 
or they shall find fault; for I have but followed my copy in 
Frenck as nigh as to me i$ possible. And if any word be 
said theaein well, I am glad; and if otherwise, ‘t submit my 
said book totheir correctior® Wehtch book I present unto the 
high born, my to-coming natural and sovereign lord Arthur, 
by the grace of God Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall and 
Earl of Chester, first-begotten son and heir unto ourmost 
dread natuial and.sovereign lord and most Chrigtian King, 
Henry the vit, by the grace of God King of England and 
of France, and $ord of Ireland; beseeching his noble Grace 
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to receive it in thank of me his most humble subject and 
servant. And I shall pray unto Almighty God for his 
prosperous increasing in virtue, wisedom, and humanity, 
that he may be equal with the most renowned of all his 
noble progenitors; and so to live in this present life that 
after this transitory life he and we all may come to evei- 
lasting life in Heaven. Amen. 


A Miracle Play of the Nativity. 


[The Pageant of the Shearmen and 
Taiiors, from the Coventry 


Corpus Christi Plays. ] 
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. A Miracle Play of the Nativity. 


[The Pageant of the Shearmen and Tailors, from 
the Coventry Corpus Christi Plays.] 


M)SAYE, The Sovereign that sccth every 
secret, 
He save you all and make you perfect 
and strong, 
And give us giace with His metcy fot to 
meet! 
For now in gieat misery mankind is 
a bound; 
The serpent hath given us so mortal a wound 
Tiaat no creature is able us for to release 
Till the right Unction of Judah doth cease. 





Then shall much mitth and joy increase, 
And fhe right root in Israel spring, 

That shal bring forth the grain of holiness ; 
An@ out of danger He shall us bring 
Into that r§gion where He is King 

Which above all other far doth abound, 

And that cruel Satan he shall confound, 


Wherefore I come here upon this ground, 
fo comfort ever} cieature of biith ; 
For I, Isaye the proplfet, lath found 
Many sweet matters whereof we may make mirth 
On this same wise ; 
For, theugh that Adam he deemed to death 
With alt his childer, as Abel and Seth, * 
Yet Ecce virgo concipict— 
Lo whe a remedy shall rise. 
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Behold, a maid shall conceive a child 
And get us more grace than ever men had, 
And her maidenhood nothing defiled. 
She is deputed to bear the Son, Almighty God. 
Lo! sovereignties, now may you be glad, 
For of this maiden all we may be fain ; 
For Adam, that now lies in sorrows full sad, 
Her glorious birth shall redeem him again 
From bondage and thrall. 
Now bepmerry every mon, 
For this deed briefly in Israel shall be done, 
And before the Father in throne, 
That shall glad us all. 


More of this matter fain would I move, 
But longer time I have not here for to dwell. 
That Lord that is merciful his mercy so in us may prove 
For to save our souls from the darkness of hell; 
And to His bliss 
He us bring 
As He is a 
Both Lord and King 
And shall be everlasting ° 
In secula seculorum, Amen. 
[Zxit ISAIAH ; enter GABRIEL to Mary] 


GABRIEL, Hail, Mary, full of grace! 
Our Lord God is with thee; 

Above all women that ever was, t e 
Lady, blessed mote thou be! 


Mary. Almighty Father and King of bliss, 
From all disease thou sawe me now | f 
For inwardly my spirits troubled is, 
That I am amazed and lenow not how. 


GABRIEL, Dread thee nothing, maiden, of this; 
From heaven above hither am I sent « 

Of embassage from that King of bliss 
Unfo thee, Lady and Virgin reverent] 
Saluting thee here as most excellente 
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Whose virtue above all other doth abound, 
Wherefore in thee grace shall be found; 
For thou shalt conceive upon this ground 
. The Second Person of God in throne ; 
He will be born of thee alone; 
Without sin thou shalt him see. 
Thy grace and thy goodness will never be gone, 
But ever to live in virginity, : 


Mary. I marvel sore how that may be. 
Man’s company knew I never yet, * 
Nor never to do, cast I me, 
While that our Lord sendeth me my wit. 


GABRIEL, The Holy Ghost in thee shall light, 
And shadow thy soul so with virtue 

From the Father that is on height. 
These words, turtle, they be full true. 


This child that of thee shall be born 
Is the Second Person in Trinity ; 
He shal save that was forlorn, 
And the fiend’s power destroy shall He. 


These words, Lady, full true they been, 

And further, Lady, here in thine own lineage 
Behold Elizabeth, thy cousin clean, 

Theawhich wag barren and past all age, 


And gow with child she hath been 

Six months nd more, as shall be scen ; 
Wherefore, discomfort thee not, Mary! 
For to God impossible nothing may be. 


Mary. Now, and itbe that Lord’s will 
Of my body to%be born and for to be, * 
His high pleasures for to fulfil 
As his own handmaid I submit me. 


GABREL. Now blessed be the time set 
That thou wast born in thy degree! 
For now is tie knot surely knit, 
And Ged conceived in Trinity. 
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Now farewell, Lady of mightes most! 
Unto the Godhead I thee beteach. 
Mary. That Lord thee guide in every coast, 
And lowly He lead me and be my leech! 
Herve es angel departeth, and Joseph cometh in ang 
saith: 


JosErH. Mary, my wife so dear, 

How do ye, dame, and what cheer 
Is with you this tide? 

Mary. Tfuly, husband, I am here 
Our Lord’s will for to abide. 


Josreri. What! I trow that we be all shent! 
Say, woman; who hath been here sith I went, 

To rage with thee? 
Mary. Sir, here was neither man nor man’s even, 
But only the sond of our Lord God in heaven, 
JosErH. Say not so, woman; for shame, let be! 


Ye be with child so wonders great, 
Ye need no more thereof to treat, 
Against all right. 
Forsooth, this child, dame, is not mine, 
Alas, that ever with mine eyne 
I should see this sight! 


Tell me, woman; whose is this child? 
Mary. None but yours, husband so mild, 
And that shall be scen, [i-wis], 
Josrril. But mine? alas alas! why say ye soP 
Well-away! woman, now may I go, 
Beguiled, as many anotheteis, 
: 6 s 6 
Mary. Nay, truly, sie, ve be not beguiled, 
Nor yet with spot of sin Iam not defiled ; 
Trust it well, husband. 
Josrri. Husband, in faith! and that a-cold[ 
Af! well-away, Joseph, as thou art ald! 
Like’a fool now may I stand 
And truss, 
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But, in faith, Mary, thou art in sin; 
So much as I have cherished thee, dame, and all thy 
kin, 
» Behind my back to serve me thus! 


All old men, example take by me,— 
How I am beguiled here may you sce |— 
To wed so young a child. i 
Now farewell, Mary, I leave thee here alone,— 
[Woe] worth thee, dame, and thy works each one !— 
For I will no more be beguiled 
For friend nor foe, 
Now of this deed I am so dull, 
And of my life I am so full, 
No further may I go. 
[Lies down to sleep; to hint enters an Angel} 


First ANGEL, Arise up, Joseph, and go home again 
Unto Mary, thy wife, that is so fice. 
To comfort her look that thou be fain, 
For, Joseph, a clean maiden is she: 
She hath conceived without any train 
@The Second Person in Trinity ; 
Jesu shall be his name, certain, 
And all this world save shall He; 
Be not aghast. 
Josrrii, Now, Lord, I thank thee with heart full sad, 
For of these tidings I am so glad 
That®all my,care away is cast; 
Wherefore t% Mary I will in haste, 
[Returns to Mary.) 


Ad | Mary, Mary, I kneel full low ; 

Igorgive me, sweet wife, here in this lané! 
Mercy, Mary! for nowel know 

Of your good governance and how it doth stand. 


Though that I did thee mis-name, 
Mercy Mary! while I live, 
Will I never sweet wife thee grievé 
In ecainegt nor in game. 
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Mary, Now, that Lord in Heaven, sir, He you forgive! 
And I do forgive you in His name 
For evermore. 
Josrrit, Now truly, sweet wife, to you I say the same. 


But now to Bethlehem must I wind, 
And show myself, so full of care ; 
And I to leave. you, thus great, behind,—~ 
God wot, the while, dame, how you should fare, 


Mary. Nay, hardily, husband, dread ye nothing ; 
For I will Walk with you on the way. 

I trust in God, Almighty King, 
To speed right well in our journey. 


Josrri. Now, I thank you, Mary, of your goodness, 
That ye my words will not blame ; 
And sith that to Bethlehem we shall us dress, 
Go we together in God’s holy name, 
[They set out and travel awhile] 


Now to Bethlehem have we leagues three ; 
The day is nigh spent, it draweth toward night ; 
Fain at your ease, dame, I would that ye shduld be, 
For you groan all wearily, it seemeth in my sight, 


Mary. God have mercy, Joseph, my spouse so dear; 
All prophets hereto doth bear witness, 

The weary time now draweth near 
That my child will be born, whick is King éf bliss. 


Unto some place, Joseph, hendly me lead, ° 
That I might rest me with giace in ths tide. 

The light of the Father over us both spread, 
And the grace of my Son with us here abide]! 


Josrru. Lo! blessed Mary, here shall ye lend, 9 
Chief cho$en of our Lord and cléanest in degreer 
And I, for help to town wilt I wend. & 
Ts not this the best, dame? what say ye? 


Mary. God have mercy, Joseph, my husband, so meek! 
And heartily I pray you, go now from me, 

Josep. hat shall be done in haste, Mary so sweet ! 
The comfort of the Holy Ghost leave I with thee, 


y 
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Now,to Bethlehem straight will I wend 
To get some help for Mary so free, 
Some help of women God may me send, 
That Mary, full of grace, pleased may be. 


(Jn another part of the place a shepherd begins to speak.| 


First Pastor. Now God, that art in Trinity, 
Thou save my fellows and me! 
For I know not where my sheep nor they be, 
This night it is so cold, 
Now is it nigh the midst of the night; 
These weathers are dark and dim of light, 
That of them can I have no sight, 
Standing here on this wold. 


But now to make their heartes light, 
Now will I full right 
Stand upon this lo, 
And to them cry with all my might,— 
Full well my voice they know: 
What ho! fellows! ho! ho! ho! 
[Tes other shepherds appear (in the street) } 


‘SEcOND PAsToR. Hark, Sim, hark! I hear our brother 
on the lo, 
This is his voice, right well I know; 
Therefore toward him Jet us go, 
Ahd follow his voice aright. 
See, Sim, sce, where he doth stand! 
Tam rig nt glag we have him fand! 
Brother where hast thou been so lang, 
And it is so cold this night? 


Figst Pastor. Eh! griends, there came ’ pirie of wind 
with a mist suddenly, 
That forth of my waysaweng 4% 
And great heaviness then made I! 
‘And was full sore afright. 
Then fogth to go wist I not whither, 
But travelled gn this lo hither and thither; 
I was so weary of this cold weather 
Thajncar past was my might. 
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THIRD Pastor. Brethren now we be past that fright, 
And it is far within the night, 

Full soon will spring the daylight, 
It draweth full near the tide. 

Here awhile let us rest, 

And repast ourselves of the best ; 

Till that the sun rise in the cast 
Let us‘all here abide. 


There the shepherds draws forth their meat and doth eat and 
drink and as they drink, they find the star and say thus: 


TIIRD PAsTor. Brethren, look up and behold! 
What thing is yonder that shineth so bright? 
As long as ever I have watched my fold, 
Yet saw I never such a sight 
Tn field. 7 
Ahat now is come the time that old fathers hath told, 
That in the winter’s night so cold, 
A child of maiden born be He would 
In whom all prophecies shall be fulfilled, 


First PAsTor. Truth it is without nay, 
So said the prophet Isaye, 

That a child should be born of a maid so bright 
In winter nigh the shortest day, 

Or else in the midst of the night, 


SECOND Pastor, Loved be God, most of night, 
That our grace is to see that sight; 
Pray we to Him as it is right, re * 
If that His will it be, 
That we may have knowledge of this signification 
And why it appeareth on this fashion ; 
And ever to Him let us give lasidation, * 
In darth while that we be. * * 


There the Angels sifige Gloria in excelsis Deo” 


THIRD Pastor. Hark! They sing above in the clouds 
clear | 
Heard I never of so merry a quere, 
Now, gerftle brethren, draw we near 
To hear their harmony, 
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First Pastor.—Brother, mirth and solace is come us 
among; , 
For by the sweetness of their song, 
God}s Son is come, whom we have looked for long, 
As signifieth this star that we do see. 
SEconpD Pastor. “Glory, gloria in excelsis,” that was 
their song; 
How say ye, fellows, said they not thu3? 
First Pastor. That is well said; now go we hence 
To worship that child of high magnificenge, 
And that we may sing in His presence 
“Tt in terra pax hominibus,” 
“here the shepherds sings “As I out rode,” and Joseph saith: 


JosrrH, Now, Lord, this noise that I do hear, 
With this great solemnity, 

Greatly amended hath my cheer ; 
I trust high news shortly will be 
There the Angels sing “ Gloria in excelsis” again, 


Mary, Ah! Joseph, husband, come hither anon ; 

My child is botn that is King of bliss, 
OSEpII. Now welcome to me, the maker of mon, 

With all the homage that I con; 
Thy sweet mouth here will I kiss, 

Mary. Ah! Joseph, husband, my child waxeth cold, 
And we fs no fire‘to warm him with, 

Josrrm. Now in mine arms I shall him fold, 
King ef all kings by field and by fiith; 

He might havewhad better, and Himself would, ; 
Than the breathing of these beasts to warm him with. 


Mgry. Now, Joseph, my husband, fetch hither my child, 
Te Maker of mar, and high King of bliss, 
Josep, That shall besdong gnon, Mary so mild, 
For the breathing of these beasts hath warmed [Him] 
well, i-wis, 
° [Angels appear to the shepherds.] 


First ANGEL, Herd-men hend, 
Dread ye ngthing 
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Of this star that ye do see; 
For this same morn 
Gou’s Son is born 
In Bethlehem of a maiden free. 


SECOND ANGEL. Iie you thither in haste; 
It is His will ye shall Him see 
Lying in a crit of poor repast, 
Yet of David’s line come is ITe. 
[The Shepherds approach and worship the Babe,| 


First Pastor. Hail, maid, mother, and wife so mild! 
As the angel said, so have we fand. 

I have nothing to present with thy child 
But my pipe; hold, hold, take it in thy hand ; 
Wherein much pleasure that I have fand; 

And now, to honour thy glorious birth, 

Thou shalt it have to make thee mirth, 


SECOND Pastor. Now, hail be thou, child, and thy dame! 
For in a poor lodging here art thou laid, 

So the angel said and told usthy name; ° 
Hold, take thou here my hat on thy head! 
And now of one thing thou art well sped, 

For weather thou hast no need to complain, 

For wind, ne sun, hail, snow and rain, 


TuixD Pastor. IIail be thou, Loré over water and lands! 
For thy coming all we may make mirth, ¢ 

Have here my mittens to put on thy hasds, 
Other treasure have J none to present thee with. 


Mary. Now, herdmen hend, 7 
For your,coming, 
To my child shall I prays, 
As He is heaven King, * 
To grant you His blessing, 
And to His bliss that ye may wend 
» _ At your last day. 
Theve the shepherds singeth again aud goth forth of the place, 
and the two prophets cometh in and saith thus: 
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First PROPIET. Novels, novels, 
Of wonderful marvels 
Very high and diffuse unto the hearing! 
As Scripture tells, 
TheSe strange novels 
To you I bring. 


SECOND PRropuzT. Now heartily, sir, desire to know, 
If it would please you for to show 
Of what manner a thing. 
First Propier, Very mystical unto Your hearing,— 
Of the nativity of a King. 


SEcOND ProruEr. Ofa King? Whence should he come? 
First PropHet. From that region royal and mighty 
mansion, 
The Secd celestial and heavenly wisdom, 
The Second Person and God’s own Son, 
For our sake now is man become. 


This goodly sphere 

Descended heie 

Into a Virgin clear, 
She undefiled. 


By whose work obscure 
Our frail nature 
Is now,beguiled. 
SECON D*PROPILIGT. Why, hath she a child? 


First Propurr. Eh! trust it well; 
And never-{M-less 
Yet is she a maiden even as she was, 
And her Son the King of Israel. 


Stony Propet, ,A° wonderful marvel » 
Hw that’ may be, 
And far dot excell 
All aur capacity : 
How that the Trinity, 
Of sO high regality, 
Should joine& be 
Unto opr mortality | 


e ef 


256 A Miracre Prayor rim Nariviry.  [.arntles,, 
First Propet, Of his own great mercy, 
As ye shall see thé exposition, 
Through whose humanity 
All Adam’s progeny 
Redeemed shall be out of perdition, 


Sith man did offend, 
Who shoitld amend 
But the said man, and none other? 
For the which cause ITe 
Incarnate wofld be 
And live in misciy as man’s own brother. 


SECOND Proriet. Sir, unto the Deity, 
I believe perfectly, 
Impossible to be there is nothing; 
Howbeit this wark 
Unto me is dark 
In the operation or working, 
Frrst Propet. What more reprief 
Is unto belief 
Than to be doubting? ‘ 


SeconpD Proriet. Yet doubts oft-times hath derivation, 
First Propuct. That is by the means of commuffication 
Of i nae to have a due probation 
y the same doubts reasoning, 
een Prorurr, Then to you this one thing: 
Of what noble and high lincage is #he 
That might this veritable prince’s mother be? ¢ 


First Propit. Undoubted she is cofffe of high parage, 
Of the house of David and Solomon the sage; 
And one of the same line joined to her by marriage ; 
Of whose tribe 
We do*subscribe 
This child’s lineage, 


Second ProruketT. And why in that wise? 
First Provitet., For it was the guise 
‘Te count the parent on the man’s line, 
And net on the feminine, 
Amongst us here in Israel, 
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SECOND PROPHET, Yet can I not espy by no wise 
How this child born should be without nature’s 

prejudice, 
Firsj Prorurt. Nay, no prejudice unto nature, I dare 
.. well say; 
For the King of nature may 

Have all at His own will. 
‘e Did not the power of God 

Make Aaron’s rod 

Bear fruit in one day? 


SECOND PROPHET. Truth it is indeed. 
First PROPHET. Then look you and read. 
SECOND PropueT, Ah! I perceive the seed 
Whereupon that you spake, 
It was for our need 
That He frail nature did take, 
And His blood He should shed 
Amends for to make 
For our transgression ; 
As it is said in prophecy 
That of the line of Judee 
Shoald spring a right Messee 
By whom all we 
Shall have redemption. 


First PROPsET. Sér, now is the time come, 
And the date thereof run, 
Of His nativigy. 
SECOND Prorder, Yet I beseech you heartily 
That ye would show me how 
That this strange novelty 
Were brought unto fou. 2 é 
e e 


Firsr Proper. This othernight so cold, 
Hereby upon a wold, 
Shepherds watching their fold, 
In the right so far 
To them appefred a star, 
And ever i,drew them nar; 
R 
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Which star they did. behold , 
Brighter, they say, in fold, 
Than the sun so clear 
In his midday sphere, 
And they these tidings told. 


SECOND PROPHET, What, secretly? 
First PropHet. Nay, nay, hardily; 
They made thereof no counsel ; 
For they sang as loud 
As ever they’ could, 
Praising the King of Israel. 


SECOND PROPHET. Yet do J marvel 
In what pile or castle 
. These herdmen did Him see, 


First PROPHET. Neither in halls nor yet in bowers 
Born would He not be, 

Neither in castles nor yet in towers 
That seemly were to see; 


But at His Father’s will, 

The prophecy to fulfil, 
Betwixt-an ox and an ass 
Jesu, this King, born he was, 

Heaven He bring us till! 


. SECOND PROPHET. Sir, ah!" bug when those shepherds 
had seen him there, 
Into what place did they repair? ° 
First Propnet. Forth they went @ffd glad they were, 
Going they did sing ; 
With mirth and solace they made good cheer 
For joy of that new tidings; 


« 

And after, as I heard them tell? © 

He rewarded them full tvellf ° 

‘He grant them heaven therein to dwell; 

In are they gone with joy and mirth, 
And their song it is “ Noél.” 
There the prophets goeth forth and HEROD cometh in, 
and the messenger. 
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NuNTIUS. Faites paix, dominies, barons de grande renom! 
Paix, seigneurs, chevalicrs de noble puissance ! 

Paix, gentils hommes, compagnons petits et grands | 

Je voys command de garder, trestous, silence! 

Paix, tant que votre noble Roi seit ici present! 

Que nulle personne ici non fasse point de difference, 

N’ ici harde de frapper; mais gardez toute patience,— 
Mais gardez [a] votre scigneur toute reverence ; 

Car il est votre Roi tout puissant. 

Au nom de lui, paix tous! je vous comman™, 

Et le roi Herod le grand-diable vous emporte! 


HeErop. Qui statis in Jude et Rex Isracl, 
And the mightiest conqueror that ever walked on ground; 
For I am even he that made both heaven and hell, 
And of my mighty power holdeth up this world round, 
Magog and Madroke, both them did I confound, 
And with this bright brand their bones I brake asunder, 
That all the wide world on those raps did wonder, 


I am the cause of this great light and thunder ; 
It is through my fury that they such noise doth make, 
My fearful countenance the clouds so doth encumber 
Thatoff-times for dread thereof the very earth doth quake, 
Look, when I with malice this bright brand doth shake, 
‘All the whole world from the‘north to the south 
I may them destroy with one word of my mouth! 


To recount tueto you mine innumerable substance, 
That wege too.much for any tongue to tell ; 
For all the whole Orient is under mine obedience, 
And prince am § of Purgatory and chicf captain of hell; 
And those tyrannous traitors by force may I compel, 
Mine enemies to vanquish and even to dust them drive, 
And With a twinkle of ihe eye not one to ba left alive, 


° ° ‘ 
Behold my coyntenance and my colour, 

Brighter than the sun in the midst of the day. 
Where caf you have a more greater succour 

Than to behold my person’that is so gay? 

My falcon and gy fashion, with my gorgeous array— 
He that had the grace alway thereon to think, ° 
Live he mightgalway without either meat or drink. 


, 
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And this my triumphant fame most highliest doth abound 
Throughout this world in all regions abroad, 

Resembling the favour of that most mighty Mahound ; 
From Jupiter by descent and cousin to the great Gad, 
And named the most renowned King Herod, 

Which that all princes hath under subjection, 

And all their whole power under my protection, 


And therefore, my herald, here, called Calchas, 
Warn thou evegy port that no ships arrive, 
Nor also alien stranger through my realm pass, 
But they for their truage do pay marks five. 

Now speed thee forth hastily, 
For they that will the contrary, 
Upon a gallows hanged sha}! be, 
And, by Mahound, of me they get no grace, 


Nuntius. Now, lord and master, in all the hast 

Thy worthy will it shall be wrought, 
And thy royal countries shall be past. 

In as short time as can be throught. 

e 

HeErop. Now shall our regions throughout be sought 

In every place both east and west; 
If any caitiffs to me be brought, 

It shall be nothing for their best. 

And the while that I dotest, e 
Trumpets, viols, and other harmony * - 
Shall bless the waking of my majesty, 

Here HEROD goeth away and the three higes speaheth in the 

street, 


First Rex. Now blessed be God, of his sweet sond, 
For yonder @ fair byjght star I do. ace} 

Now is he comen us among, 
As the prophet said that it “should be. 


A said there should a babe be born, 
Coméng of the root of Jesse, 
ww 0 save maifkind that was forlorn ; 
And truly comen how is He. 
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Reverence and worship to Him wil] I do, 

As God and man, that all made of nought, 
All the prophets accorded and said even so, 

That with his precious blood mankind should be bought. 
He grant me grace, . 

By yonder star that I see, 
And into that place 

Bring me, 
That I may Him worship with humility * 
And see His glorious face, 


® 


SECOND REX, Out of my way I deem that I am, 
For tokens of this country can I none sec; 
Now God, that on earth madest man, 
Send me some knowledge where that I be! 


Yonder, me-thinks, a fair bright star I sce, 
The which betokeneth the birth of a child 
That hither is come to make man free ; 
He born ef a maid, and she nothing defiled, 


To w8rship that child is mine intent; 
Forth now will I take my way, 
I trust some company God hath me sent, 
For yongler I see a king labour on the way ; 
* ry 


Toward bim now will I ride, 
Hark! cometyy King, I you pray, 

Into what coast itt ye this tide 
Or whither lies your journey? 


; . 
rir’y REx, ‘ To seck a child is ming intents 
Of whom the prophcte’ Path meant ; ‘ 
The time is £ome, now is he Sent, 

By yonder star here may [I] sce. 
SECOND Rex,.—Sir, I pray+you, with your license, 
To ride with you unto His presence ; . 
To Him will I offer frankincense, ’ 

For the Hgad of all Holy Church shall He be. 
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THIRD REx. I ride wandering in wayes wide, 7 
Over mountains and dales ; I'wot not where I am. 
Now, King of all Kings, send me such guide 
That I might have knowledge of this country’s name. 


Ab! yonder I seé a sight, by seeming all afar, 
The which betokens some néws, as I trow; 
As, me-think, a child pearing in a star. 
I trust He be come that shall defend us from woe, 


Two Kings yonder I see, 
And to them will I ride 
For to have their company ; 
I trust they will me abide. 
Hail comely Kings and gent! 
Good sirs, I pray you, whither are ye meant? 


First Rex, To seek a child is our intent, 
Which betokens yonder star, as ye may see, 

SECOND REx. To Him I purpose this present. 
TuiIrD REx. Sirs, I pray you, and that righ humbly, 
With you that I may ride in company. 
To Almighty God now pray we . 
That His precious person we may see, 


Here HEROD cometh in again and the messenger saith: 
s 


e 
Nuntius.—Hail, lord most of might! ‘ 
Thy commandement is right ; . 
Into thy land is come this night ! 
Three kings, and with them a great company. 
HErop, What make those kings i in this country 
Nuntius, To seek a king and g child, they say, 
HEROD. Of'what age should he bef 
Nuntius. Scant twelve days old fittly. 

HeErop. And was he so late born? 

NUNTIUS, EN, sir, so they showed me, thid same day 
in the morn. 

Hrrop, Now, in pain of death bring them me heforn 
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And therefore, herald, now hie thee in haste, 
In all speed that thou were dight, 
Or that those kings the country be past ; _ 
Look thou bring them all three before my sight. 


And in Jerusalem inquire more of thatechild ; 

But I warn thee that thy words be mild, 

For there must thou heed and craft wigld 

How to fordo his power, and those three kings shall be 
beguiled. ‘ 


Nuntius. Lord, I am ready at your bidding, 
To serve thee as my lord and king ; 
For joy thereof, lo, how I spring 
With light heart and fresh gambolling, 
Aloft here on this mould! 


Herop, Then speed thee forth hastily, 
And look that thou bear thee evenly; 
And also, I pray thee heartily, 
That thou do commend me 

Both to young and old, 


® [Zhe Messenger goes to the Kings,] 


Nunrius. Hail, sir kings, in your degree | 
Hered, king of these countries wide, 
Desiretlt to speafe with you all three, 
And for your coming he doth abide. 


* 
FIRst rex.6 Sir, at his will we be right bain, 
Hie us, brethren, unto that lord’s place ; 

lo speak with him ye would be fain; 

ethat child thatwe seek, IIe gyant usef His grace} 

_ eye {They go ¢o Urrop.] 

NuNtivs. Hail, lord without pecr! 

These three kings here have we brought. 
Herop, Now welcome, sir kings, all in-fere! 

But of my bright blee, sirs, abash ye not! 
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Sir kings, as I understand, 

A star hath guided you into my land, 

Wherein great hearting ye have found 
By reason of her beams bright. 


Wherefore I pray you heartily 
The very tr ruth that ye would certify, 
How long it is surely 

Since &f that star you had first sight. 


First Rey Sir king, the very truth to say, 
And for to show you as it is best, 

This same is even the twelfth day 
Sith it appeared to us to be west, 


Herop. Brethren, then is there no more to say, 
But with heait and will keep ye your journey, 
And come home by me this same way, 

Of your news that I might know. 


You shall triumph in this country, 

And with great concord banquet with me, 

And that child myself then will I see, 
And honour him also, 


SECOND REx. Sir, your commandment we wilf fulfil, 
And humbly obey ourself theretill, 
He that wieldeth all things at will 

The ready way us teach,. 
Sir King, that we may pass yourdand i in peace | 
Herop, Yes, and walk softly even at yourown ease, 


Your passport for a hundred days * 
Here shall you have of clear command, 
Our realm to labour any ways 
Here shall you have by special grant, ” 


THIRD REx, Now fagewell king of high degreé! 
Humbly of you Sur lives we take, 
Herop. Then adieu, sir kings all three] = 
And while I live be bold of me. 
There is nothing in this country 
Bué for your own ye shall it také: 
(EZxeunt the Tpree Kings.] 


al 
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Now these three kings are gong on their way ; 
Unwisely and unwittily have they all wrought. 
When they come again they shall die that same day, 
»And thus these vile wretches to death they shal! be 
brought. 
Such is my liking. 
He that against my laws will hold, 
Be he king or kaiser never so bold, 
I shall them cast into cares cold, 
And to death I shall them bring. ¥ 
There Herod goeth his ways and the three kings come in 
again. 


a 


9 


First Rex. O blessed God, much is thy might! 
Where is this star that gave us light? 


SECOND REx. Now kneel we down here in this 
presence, 

Beseeching that Lord of high magnificence 

That we may sce his high excellence, 
If that his sweet will be, 


Turrp Rex. Yonder, brother, I sec the star, 
Wahereby I know He is not far; 
Therefore, lords, go we nar 
Into this poor place, 
There the Three Kings goes zn to the josen, to MARY 
‘ad her Child, 


Firs? Rex, Hail, Lord, that all this world hath 
wrought * 
Hail, God find man together in-fere | 
For thou hast made all thing of nought, 
» Albeit that Thou diest poorly here. 
Aycupfull [of] golel here have I thee broitght, 
In tokgning Thou art without peer, 


SEconpd Rex, Hail be Thou, Lord of high magnifi- 


cgnce | 
In tokening of priesthood and dignity of offiea, 
To Thee I offer a cupfull of incense, * 


For it pehoveth thee to have such sacrifice. 


. 
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Tump Rex. Hail be Thou, Lord long looked for! 
I have brought Thee myrrh for mortality, 

In tokening Thou shalt mankind restore 
To life by Thy death upon a tree. ;. 


Mary, Gdil have mercy, kings, of your goodness ! 
By the guiding of the Godhead hither are ye sent. 
The previsi@n of my sweet Son your ways home redress» 
And ghostly reward you for your present! 
r) [As che KinGs go away, they say.) 


First Rex, Sir kings, after our promise, 
Home by Herod I must needs go, 

Second Rex. Now truly brethren, we can no less, 
But I am so for-watched I wot not what to do, 

THIRD REx. Right soam I; wherefore, I you pray, 
Let all us rest us awhile upon this ground, 

First Rex, Brethren, your saying is right well unto 


my pay. 
The grace of that sweet child save us all sound ! 
[While they sleep the ANGEL appears.) 


ANGEL. King of Taurus, Sir Jaspar, e 
King of Araby, Sir Balthasar, 
Melchior, King of Aginar, 
To you now am I sent. 
For dread of Herod, go you west home ; 
Into those parts when ye come down, 
Ye shall be buried with great renown; 
The Holy Ghost thus knowledge Ipth Sik [2x72] 


e 
« 


First Rex, Awake, sir Kings, 1 you pray | 
For the voice of an angel Ieheard in my dream., 
SECOND REX. That is full true that ye flo sayyg 


For he rehearsed ous games plain. ¥ 


THIRD Rex. He bade that we should go*down by 
west, 
or dread of Herod's false betray. , 
First Rex. So for to do it is the best; 
The Child that we have sought guide ys the way! 
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Now farewell, the fairest, of shape so sweet! 
And thanked be Jesus of his sond, 
That we three together so suddenly should mect, 
That dwell so wide and in strange lond, 


And here make our piesentation . 
Unto this King’s Son, cleansed so clean, 

And to his Mother, for our salvation; 9 
Of much mirth now may we mean, 

That we so well have done this oblatior\ 


SECOND REx. Now farewell, Sir Jaspar, brother, to you, 
King of Taurus, the most worthy! 
Sir Balthasar, also to you I bow, 
And I thank you both of your good company 
That we together have had, 
He that made us to meet on hill, 
I thank Him now, and ever I will; 
For now may we go without ill, 
And of our offering be full glad. 


Trp REx. Now sith that we must needly go, 
For dread of Herod that is so wioth, 
Now farewell brother, and brother also, 
I take my leave here at you both, 
This day on feet, 
Now He that madaus Lo meet on plain, 
And éffer to Mary in her jesayne, 
He oe us grace in heaven again 
All together to meet. 
[They go out, andJAERCD and his train occupy the pageant.) 


Nountius. Hail King, most worthiest in weed | 
sHail, maintainer of courtesy through all this world 
a widg! « . * 
Hail, the most mightiest thatsever bestrode a stecd | 
Hail, most manfullest man in armour man to abide | 
Fail in thine honour] 
Thesg three kings that forth were sent, 
And shouldahave come again before thee here pfesent, 
Another way, lord, home they went, 
Contrary to thine honour. . 


. 
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Herop, Another way!, Out! out! out! 

Hath those false traitors done me this deed? 
Istamp! J stare! I look all about ! 

Might I them take I should them burn at a gleed | 
Trend! I raw! and now run I wood! . 
Ah! that*these villain traitors hath marred this my 

mood ! 

They sH&ll be hanged if I may come them to! M7 

Here gee vages tn the pageant and in the street also. 


Eh! and that kerne of Bethlehem, he shall be 
ead, 
And thus shall I fordo his prophecy, 


How say you, sir Knights? is not this the best rede, 
That all young children for this should be dead, 
With sword to be slain? 
Then shall I Herod live in lede 
And al} folk me doubt and drede, 
And offer to me both gold, riches and meed ; 
Thereto will they be full fain. o 


First Mites. My lord king, Herod by name, 
Thy words against my will shall be; 

To see so many young children die is shame, 
Thesefore counsel theretq gettest thou none of me, 


e e 
SECOND MILES. Well said, fellow, my tryth I plight. 
Sir King, perceive right well you may, 
So great a murder to see of foung fruit 
Will make a rising in thine own country, 
Herope A riging? Out!“out! out! . 
[There Herod [8% again and"then sath thus | 
« 


Out! villain wretches, haro upon you I cryb 
My will utterly look that it be wrought, 
@r upon a gallows both you shall dje, 
By*Mahound most mightiest, that me dear hath 
bought. s 3 
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First MILES. Now, cruel Herod, sith we shall do this 
deed 7 Z 
Your will needfully in this realm must be wrought ; 
All the children of that age dic they must need ; 
ow with all my might they shall be upsought, 


SECOND MILES. And I will swear here upon your 
bright swerd, 
All the children that I find, slain they'shall be; 
That make many a mother to weep and be full sore 
aferd, 
In our armour bright when they us see. 


HrErop. Now you have sworn, forth that ye go, 
And my will that ye work both by day and night, 
And then will I for fain trip like a doc; 
But when they be dead I warn you bring them before 
my sight. 
[HEROD and his train go away, and JOSrPI and MARY 
ave, while asleep, addressed by an ANGEL.] 


ANGEL, Mary and Joseph, to you, I say, 
Sweet word from the Father I bring you full right; 
Out of Bethlehem into Egypt forth go ye the way, 
Atd with you take the King, full of might, 
For dread of Herod’s rede! 
JosrrH., Arise up, Mary, hastily and soon; 
Our Lord’s will needs must be done, 
Like as the angel us bade. 


Mary.® Meee: Joscph, mine own spouse, 
Toward tty untyy let us repair; 
At Egypt to s fre kind of house, 
God grant us His grace safe to come there! 
Figre the women comatn with their children, singling 
a them sand Mery and JOSEPIA go awiy clean, 


First Woman, I ttl" my vhtild, wondrously swect, 
And ig mine arms I do it keep, 
Because that it should rot cry, 
Srcon’d Woman, That Babe that is born in Bethlehem, 
so meck, * 
He save my child and me from villainy! 
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TurrD WomAN. Be still, be still, my little chijd! 
That Lord of lords save’ both thee and me! 

For Herod hath sworn with wordes wild 
That all young children slain they shall be. 


First Mies. Say ye, whither, wives, whither are ye 
away? 
What bear you in your arms needs must we see, 
If they be man-children, die they must this day, 
For at Hferod’s will all thing must be. 


SECOND MILES. And I in hands once them hent, 
Them for to slay nought will I spare ; 

We must fulfil Herod’s commandement, 
Else be we as traitors and cast all in care, 


First WoMAN, Sir knights, of your courtesy, 
This day shame not your chivalry, 
But on my child have pity 
For my sake in this stead ; 
For a simple slaughter it were to slo 
Or to work such a child woe, 
That can neither speak nor go, 
Nor never harm did. 


SECOND WoMAN. He that slays my child in sight, 
If that my strokes on him mdy light, 
Be he squire or knight, 
T hold him but lost. 
See, thou false losenger, 
A stroke shalt thou bear me here, 
And spare for no cost. 


TuIRD WoMAN,, Sit he never so high ip saddlg,® 
But I shall make his hrains gdtlle, 
And here with my pot-l&dle 
With him will I fight. 
T shall lay on him as though I wood were, 
Wath this same womanly gear ; ; 
There shall no man steer, 
Whether that he be king or knight, 
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First Mites. Who heard ever such a cry 
Of women that their ¢hildren have lost? 
And greatly rebuking chivalry 
Throughout this realm in every coast, 
Which many a man’s life is like to cost ; 
For this great wreak that here is done» 
I fear much vengeance thereof will come. 


? 
SECOND Mives. Eh! brother, such ies may we not 
tell; " 

Wherefore to the king let us go, 
For he is like to bear the peril, 

Which was the causer that we did so. 

Yet must they all be brought him to, 
With wains and waggons fully freight ; 
I trow there will be a careful sight. 

(They go to FIEROD,] 


First Mites, Lo! Herod, King, here mayest thou sce 
How many thousands that we have slain. 

SECON), MILEs, And needs thy will fulfilled must be ; 
There may no man say there-again. 
® (Enter NuNTIUS.] 


Nuntius. Herod, King, I shall thee tell 
All thy deeds is cgme to nought ; 
This cltild is gong into Egypt to dwell. 
Lo] sit, in thine own land what wondeis ben wrought! 


’ 

HeErop. Int) Egypt? alas for woe! 
Longer in fand here I cannot abide; 
Saddle my palfrey, for in haste will I go, 
» After yonder traitérs now will I ride, , 
* Thera for to sla, , 

Now alt men hie fa&t + ° 
ae Egypt in haste! 
All that country will } taste 
TH! I may come them to, 
7 


Finis ludi de tailors and shearmen, 
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This matter newly coriected by Robert Croo, the 14th 
day of Match, finished *in the year of our Lord God 1534, 
then being mayor Master Palmer; also Masters of the said 
Fellowship, Hugh Corbett, Randal Pinkard, and. John 

Baggcley ® 
. 

e 

These songs belong to the Tailors’ and Shearmen’s 
Pageant. The figst and the last the shepherds sing, and thew 
second or middlemost the women sing, 

é . 

Thomas Mawdycke, die decimo te:tio Maii, anno domini 
millesimo quingentesimo nonagesimo primo, Praetor fuit 
civitatis Conventriae D, Matthaeus Richardson, tune con- 
sules Johannis Whitehead et Thomas Cravener, 


SONG 1, 


As I out rode this enderes night, 

Of three jolly shepherds I sawa sight, 

And all about their fold a star shone bright; 
They sang teili, terlow ; 
So merrily the shepherds their pipes can blow. 


SONG 2. ; 


Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, 
By by, lully, lullay, thou little tiny child 
By by, lglly, tullay | * 


O sisters two, 
How may we do, 
For to preserve this day. 
Thjs poor youngling, 
For wham we do sing 
By by, lully, fullay? 
e 
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Ilerod the King, 
In his 1aging, 
Charged he hath this day 
His men of might, 
In his own sight 
All young children to glay,— 


That woe is me, 
Poor child for thee, 
And ever mourn, and may, 
For thy parting, 
Neither say nor sing 
By by, lully, lullay, 


SONG 3. 


Down from heaven, from heaven so high, 

Of angels there came a gieat company, 

With nirth and joy and gicat solemnity, 
They sang terli, te:low, 

S8 merrily the shepherds their pipes can blow. 


Everyman. 


(From Joun Sxor’s Editions, 


c. 1525.] 
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Everyman. 


[From John Skot’s Editions,ac. 1525.] 
or § 
Ilere beginneth a treatise how the High Father of Heaven sendcth 
Death to summon every creature to come and give a count of their 
lives in this world, and is in manner of a moral play, 


MESSENGER. I pray you all give your audience, 
And hear this matter with reverence, 

By figure a moral play. Bp 
‘The summoning of Everyman’ called it is, 
That of our lives and ending shows 

How transitory we be all day. “ 
This matter is wondrous precious, 
But thedntent of it is more gracious 

And sweet to bear away. 
Tims story saith ‘man, in the beginning 
Look well, and take good heed to the ending, 

Be you never so gay ; 
Ye think sin in the heginning full swect, 
Which I the end causeth thy soul to weep, 

When the body lieth in clay.’ 
Here Shall you see how fellowship and jollity, 
Both strength, pleasure, and beauty, 

Will fade ffom thee as flower in May; 
For ye shall hear how our heaven king 
@alleth every man téa geneial reckoning: 

Give audience, and hear what Ife will say. 

® - aM 
GOD SPEAKETII. 


a 
Gop. . I perceive here ix my majesty 
How fhat all creatures be to me unkind, 
Living without dread in worldly prosperity, 
Of ghostly sight the people be so blind, 

* 
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Drownéd in sin, they know me not for their God; 
In worldly riches is all their rhind. 
They fear not my righteousness, that sharp rod ; 
My law that I showed, when I for them died, 
They forget clean, and shedding of my blood so 1ed, 
I hanged between two thieves, it cannot be denied, 
To get them life, I suffered to be dead ; 
I healed their feet—with thorns hurt was my head— 
I could do no more than I did, truly. 
And now I se@ the people do clean forsake m®; 
They use the seven deadly sins damnable; 
As pride, covetise, wrath, and lechery, 
Now in the world be made commendable ; 
And thus they leave of angels the heavenly company. 
Every man liveth so after his own pleasure, 
And yet of their life they be not sure, 
I see the more that I them forbear 
The worse they are from year to year, 
All that liveth appaireth fast, 
Therefore I will in all the haste 
Have a reckoning of every man’s person, 
For, and I leave the people thus alone 
In their life and wicked tempests, 
Verily they will become much worse than beasts, 
For now one would by envy another up eat; 
Charity they all do clean forget, 
I hoped well that every man # . 
In my glory should make his mansign, 7 
And thereto I had them all elect, ° 
But now I see that, like taitors defect, * 
They thank me not for the pleasure tha$I to them meant, 
Nor yet for their being that I them have lent. 
I proffered the people great multitude of mercy, ‘ 
And few there be that asketh it heartily ; e 
They be so cumbered wigh wo1gli¥ 1iches 
That needs on them I must’ do justice, 
On every man living without fear. ° 
Where art thou, Death, thou mighty messenger? 


e 


. 
Death. Almighty God, I am here at your will, 
Your commandement to fulfil, 
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Gop. Go thou to Everyman 
And show him, in my name, 
A pilgrimage he must on him take, 
Which he in no wise may escape ; 
And that he bring with him a sure reckoning, 
Without delay or any tarrying. * 


Deatu. Lord, I will in the world go tun over all, 
And truly outsearch both great and small, 
Everyman I will beset that liveth beastiy, 

Out of God’s laws, and dreadeth not folly. 

He that loveth riches I will stiike with my dart, 
His sight to blind, and from heaven depart, 
Except that alms-deeds be his good friend, 

In hell for to dwell, world without end, 

Lo, yonder I see Everyman walking! 

Full little he thinketh on my coming! 

His mind is on fleshly lusts, and his treasure, 
And great pain it shall cause him to endure 
Before the Lord, heaven king, 

Everyman, stand still! whither art thou going 
Thus gaMy? Hast thou thy Maker forgot? 


EvtryMan, Why askest thou? 
Wouldest thou wot? 

DEATH, Yea, sir, I yill show you: 
In gieat kaste I am sent to thee, 
From God out of his Majesty. 


EVERYMAN. ,Whatd sent to me? 


a : 
DRATIL Yea, certainly. 
‘Ghough thou hast fosgot Him here, 
Ha thinketh on thee in the heavealy sphtre, 
As, or we,depart, thow shalteknow. 


EvervMan. What desireth God of me? 
a 


DEATH. Thgt shall I shew thee: 
A reckoning he will needs have, 
‘Without any longer respite. 


ie ld a me 


EvErYMAN. To giye a reckoning longer leisure I crave ; 
This blind matter troubleth thy wit. 


DEATH, On thee thou must take a long journey, 
Therefore thy book of count with thee thou bring 
For turn agaia thou cannot by no way— 

And look thou be sure of thy reckoning ; 

For before Ggd shalt thou answer, and shew 

Thy many bad deeds, and good but a few— 

How thou haJt sped thy life, and in what wige— 
Before the chief Lord of Paradise. 

Have ado that we were in that way, 

For wot thou well thou shalt make none attoiney. 


EVERYMAN. Full unready I am such reckoning to give, 
I know thee not; what messenger art thou? 


Deatit. I am Death, that no man dreadeth, ‘ 
For every man I rest, and none spareth ; 

For it is God’s commandement 

That all to me should be obedient, 


EVERYMAN. O Death, thou, comest when I had thee 
least in mind! . 

In thy power it lieth me to save; 

Yet of my good will I give thee, if ye will be kind, 

Yea, a thousand pound shalt thou have, 

And defer this matter till another day. #” 

DEATH, Everyman, it may not be by no way? 

I set not by gold, silver, nor riches, 

Ne by pope, emperor, king,-duke, ne plinces; 

For, and I would receive giftes great, 

All the world I might get— * 

All my custom is ¢lean contrary,” n ® 

I give thee no respite ; Some Ifence and nod tarry. 


EvERYMAN. Alas! shall I have no longer respite ? 
I may say Death giveth no warning. * 

To faink on thee it maketh my heart sck, 

For alf unready is my book of reckoning, 
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But twelve years, and I might have abiding, 
My counting book I would make’so clear 
That my reckoning I should not need to fear ; 
Wherefore, Death, I pray thee for God’s mercy, 
Spare me, till I be provided of remedy. 


DEATH, Thee availeth not to cry, weep, and pray, 
But haste thee lightly that thou were gone the journey, 
And prove thy friendes ifthou can; 

For wotayou well the tide abideth no m)n, 

And in the world each living creature, 

For Adam’s sin, must die of Nature, 


EVERYMAN. Death, if I should this pilgrimage take, 
And my reckoning surely make, 

Show me, for saint charity, 

Should I not come again shortly? 


Deratit. No, Everyman; and thou be once there, 
Thou must never more come here, 
Trust me, verily | 


EvervysMan. Gracious God, in high seat celestial, 
IIave mercy on me inethis most need! 

Shull I have no company, from this vale terrestrial, 
Of mine acquaintance, that way me to lead? 


Drati, Yea, if any be so hardy 

That wopld go with thee, and bear thee company, 
Hie thee that théu were gone to God’s Magnificence 
Thy feckoning to give before His presence | 

What! weenest thon thy life is given thee, 

And thy worldly goods also? 


FEVERYMAN, I had weened so, verily! 


DeaTH. » Nay, ndy,! it was but lent thes; 

For as saon as thou art gor 

Another a while shall have it, and then go therefrom 
Even as thou hast done, 

Everyman, thou art mad! that hast thy wittes five, 
And here or?earth will not amend thy lifel 

For suddenly I do comet ? 


' 
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bake ries Oh, wretched caitiff! whither shall I 
ec, . 
That I might scape this endless sorrow? 
Now, gentle Death, spare me till to-morrow, 
That I may amend me 
With good adyisement. 


Deatit. Nay, thereto I will not consent, 
Nor no man wy) I respite, 

But to the heaft suddenly I shall smite, 
Without any advisement. 

And now out of sight I will me hie; 

Sce thou make thee ready shortly, 

For thou may’st say this is the day 

That no man living may scape away. 


EVvERYMAN. Alas! I may well weep with sighes 
deep [ 

Now have I no manner of company 

To help me in my journey, and me to keep; 

And also my writing is full unready, 

How shall I do now for to excuse me? 

I would to God I had never be gete! 

To my soul a great profit it had be, 

For now I fear pains huge and great. 

The time passeth—Lord, help, that all wroucht! 

For though I mourn it availeth rfought; 

The day passeth and is almost ago—* 

I wot not well what to do— 

To whom were I best my complaint to make? 

What and I to Fellowship thereof spakess 

And showed him of this sudden chance? 

For in him is all mine affiance. , 

We have in tke world, so many a day, 

Been good friends in spor,,and play ; 

I see him yonder certainly ! 

I trust that he will bear me company ; 

Therefore to him will I speak*o ease my sorrow: 

Well met, good Fellowship, and good maxrow! 
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FELLOWSIIIP speaketh, 
a 


FrLttow, Everyman, good morrow! by this day, 
Sir, why lookest thou so piteously? 

If afything be amiss, I pray thee, me say, 

That I may help to remedy. a 


EVERYMAN. Yea, good Fellowship, yea, 
Lam in great jeopardy | 2 


FELLow. ‘My true friend, show to me your mind; 
I will not forsake thee unto my life’s end— 
In the way of good company, 


EVERYMAN, That is well spoken, and lovingly! 


FreLLow. Sir, I must needs know your heaviness; 
I have pity to see you in any distress! 

If any have you wronged, ye shall revengéd be, 
Though I on the ground be slain for thee, 

Though that I know before that I should die! 


EVERYMAN. Verily, Fellowship, gramercy | 


FrELtow. Tush! by thy thanks I set not a straw! 
ShowW me your grief, and say no more, 


Everyman. If I my heart should to you break, 
And then, you to turn your mind from me, 
And wouldynot me,comfort, when you hear me speak, 


Then should I ton limes sorrier be, 


FELLOW. Sir, J say ag I will do in deed. 


IQVERYMAN, Then be you a good friend at need | 


T have found you true kere before. 
7 ~ 


Frtlow. And so yeshall evermor’; 
For in faitl? and thou gd to ‘heft 
I will npt forsake thee by the way! 


a 
EvrryMan. Ye speak like a good friend; I pelieve 
you well; 
I shall deserve it, and I may. 
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Friiow. I speak of no deserving, by this day}! 
Yor he that will say, and ne@lhing do, i 
Is not worthy with good company lo go; 
Therefore show me the grief of your mind, 
As to your friend most loving and kind. 


. 
EVERYMAN, I shall show you how it is: 
Commanded I am to go a jouincy—~ 
A long wayfhaid and dangerous— 
And give a $trait count, without delay, 
Before the high judge Adonay ; 
Wherefore, I pray you, bear me company 
As ye have promised, in this journey, 


Feitow. That is matter indeed! promise is duty} 
But and I should take such a voyage on me, 

I know it well it should be to my pain; 

Also it maketh me afeard, ceitain, 

But let us take counsel heie as we can, 

For your words would fear a strong man. 


Everyman, Why! ye said if I had need,, 
Ye would me never forsake, quick ne dead, 
Though it were to hell, truly! 


FrLiow. So I said, ceitainly; 
But such pleasuies be sct asicle, the sooth to say, 
And also, if we took such a jofirney, 


When should we come again? = * ° 


° 
EveryMan. Nay, never again, till the Day of Doom. 
J 
FEtow. In faith, then wi not I conte there; 


Who hath you these tidings byought? Fy ‘ 


ww e 
Everyman. Indeed, Death wes with m@ here, * 
me ¢ e 


Fr.Low. Now, by God that all hath bought, 
If Death were the messenger, 

For no man that is living to-day 

Iwill nt go that loathsome journey 

Not for the father that hecat mel 
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EVERYMAN, Ye promised me otherwise, pardie| 


Fritow. I wot well I said so, truly, 
And yet if thou wilt eat and diink and make good cheer, 
Or hunt to women, that Justy company, 
* J would not forsake you while the day is glear, 
Trust me verily | 


* Everyman. Yea, thereto ye would be rogdy, 
To go to mirth, solace, and play ; q 
Your mind to folly will sooner apply 

Than to bear me company it: my long journey. 


FreLtow. Nay, in good faith, I will not that way, 
But and thou wilt murder, or any man kill, 
In that I will help thee with a good will. 


EveRYMAN, Oh, that is a simple advice, indeed | 
Gentle fellow, help me in my tecessity | 

We have loved long, and now * need, 

And now, gentle Fellowship, remember me, 


FELLOW. «Whether ye have loyed me o1 no, 
By Saint John I will not with thee gol! 


EVERYMAN, Yet, [ pray thee, take the labour and do so 
much for me 

To bring me forward, for saint charity, 

And comlart me tly I come without the Lown. 


FruLov, Nay, and thou would give me a new gown 
I will not one fgot with thee go ;} 

But and thou h&d tarried brwould, not ha’ left thee so. 
eu as now, God speed thee in thy journey | 


fiom th Twill d as (uss ont 
roe HG hee I will depart as fast as I may. 


EVERVMANe Whithet sien dieliowalitp? wilt thow for- 
sake me? 


FELLOW Yea, by my faf; to God I betake thee! 


EVERYMAN. Tarewell, good Fellowship! efor thee my 
heart is gore, 
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Adieu! for I shall never see thee no more. ; 
® ° 


FELLow, In faith, Everyman, farewell now at the end! 
For you I will remember that/parting is mourning, 


EveryMAN, . Alack! shall wé thus depart indeed? 
Oh Lady, help! without any/more comfort, 

Lo} Fellowship forsaketh mé in my most need. 
For help in tis world whither shall I resort? 
Fellowship hfre before, with’ me would merry make, 
And now little sorrow ‘for me doth he take, 

It is said, in prosperity’ men friends may find, 
Which in adversity be full unkind 

Now whither for succour shall I flee, 

Sith that Fellowship hath forsaken me? 

To my kinnesmen I will, tfuly, 

Praying them to help me jin my necessity. 

I believe that they will de so, 

For kind will creep where it may not go, 

I will go say, for yonder I see them go: 

Where be ye now, my friends and kinnesmen? 


e 
Kinprep. Here be we} now at your commandement: 
Cousin, I pray you, show us your intent e 
In any wise, and do not spare, 


Cousin. Yea, Everyman, and us to Meente 
If ye be dispased to go any whiéeher, 
For wot ye well, we wijll live and di¢ togeend 


Kiwprep, In wealth; and woe we will With you hold, 
For over his kin a man may | be bbld. § 


EVERYMAN, Gramercy ( my fr. ‘iends and kinsmen inl 
Now shall Ighow you the grief of ny mind 

I was commanded By a messenger, 

‘That is a high king’s chf@f officer; i 

He bade me go a pilgrimage to my pain, 

But I know well I shall neve come again. 

Also J must give retkoning strait, 

For I havga great gnemy that hath me{n wait, 

Which intendeth me for to hinder. 


‘anted . 
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KINDRED. What account is that which ye must rendei? 
That would I know, 9 ° 


EVERYMAN, Of all my works’I must show, 
How I have lived and my dayes spent ; 

Also of ill deeds that I have used A 

In my time, sith life was me lent, " 

And of all virtues that I have refused ; 
Therefore, I pray you, go thither with ng 

To help toomake mine account, for saint cnarity! 


Cousin, What! to go thither? is that the matter? 
Nay, Everyman, I had liefer fast, bread and water, 
All this five year and more, 


EvreryMAN, Alas, that ever I was born | 
For now shall I never be merry 
If that you forsake me. 


Kinprep, Ah, sir, what! ye be a merry man! 
Take good heart to you, and make no moan; 
But one thing I warn you—by Saint Anne, 

As for me,*ye shall go alone! 


EVERYMAN. My cousin, will you not with me go? 


Cavern. No, by our*Lady! I have the cramp in my 
toe 
Trust not ta me, for so God me speed, 
I will deceive you in your most need ! 
a 


KinpreD. It*ayaileth not us to ’tice; 

Ye shall have m¥ maid, with all my heait! 

She loveth to go to feasts, there to be nice, 
png to dance, and abroad to start ; 

I wilkgive hgr leave to help you in that jolifney, 
If that you and she mdy-agrgen, 


EVERYMAN. Now show me the very effect of your mind: 
Will you,go with me or ab&le behind? 


KINDRED, AbfYe behind? Yea, that will I,-andT may, 
Therefore farewell, till another day! 


’ Wrii 
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EveRyMAN, How should I be merry or glad? 
For fair promises mén to me*do make, 

But when I have most need they me forsake. 
Iam deceived—that maketh me sad. 


‘Cousin. Coysin Everyman, farewell now! 
For verily I will not go with you, 

Also of my own an unready reckoning 

I have to acc@unt, therefore I make tarrying, 
Now God kegp thee! for now I go. . 


EVERYMAN. Ah, Jesus! is all come hereto? 
Lo! fair words maketh fools fain! 

They promise, and nothing will do, certain! 
My kinnesmen promised me faithfully 

For to abide with me steadfastly, 

And now fast away do they fice; 

Even so Fellowship promised me, 

What friend were best me of to provide? 

I lose my time here longer to abide. 

Yet in my mind a thing there is— 

All my life I have loved riches; 

If that my Good now help me might, 

Jt would make my heart full light. 

I will speak to him in this distress ; 

Where art thou, my Goods and Riches? 


Goons. Whocallethme? Evtryman? wh! hast thou 
haste? « 

I lie here in corners, trussed and piled so highs 

And in chests I am locked full fgst, 

Also sacked in bags—thou qayst see \gith thine eye— 

I cannot stir; in packs low I'lie, 

What would ye have? lightly me say. 


e « aj 
EverRyMAN, Come higger, Godd, in all the haste thou 
may 
For of counse! I must desire thee, . 
s 
Goaops, Sir, and ye in the world havg trouble or adver- 


Sity, ¢ 
Then can I help you to remedy shortly. 
« 


Pri 
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EVERYMAN. It is another discase that grieveth me ; 
In this world it is not~—I tell so—* 
I am sent for, another way to go, 
To give a strait account general 
BefSre the highest Jupiter of all. 
Amid all my life I have had joy and Bipasure in thee, 
Therefore, I pray thee, go with me; 
For peradventure thou mayest, before God Almighty, 
My reckoning help to clean and purify ; 4 
For it is sid, ever among, 
That money maketh all right that is wrong, 


Goons. Nay, Everyman, I sing another song! 
I follow no man in such voyages, 

For and I went with thee, 

Thou should’st fare much the worse for me; 
For because on me thou did set thy mind, 

Thy reckoning I have made blotted and blind, 
That thine account thou cannot make truly, 
And that hast thou for the love of me. 


EVERYMAN. That would grieve me full sore, 
When I should come to that feaiful answer, 
Up lelet us go thither together | 


Goons, Nay, not go! I am too brittle, I may not 


endure} 
I will foll&yy no man oie foot, be thou sure, 
eo 


IeverystaN, .Alas! I have thee loved, and had great 


pleasure ~* 
All my life’s dq@ys on ‘goog, and treasure, 


‘Soops. That is to thy damnation, without leasing, 
Furgmy love is contgary to the lova evertening ; 
Bat’ if thouthad me loved moderate! ly, during, 

As to the poor to give part for’ me, 

Then shouldest thou not in this dolour be, 

Nor in ghis great sorrow atid care. 


Everyman. fo now! I was deceived or b was ware! 
And all I may wyte my spending of time. 
Tv 12 
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Goons, What! weenest thou that I am thine? 

id e 
EVERYMAN. I had weeged so. 


Goons, Nay, Everyman, I say no! 

As for a whilg I was lent thee, 

A season than hast had me in prosperity, 
My conditions is man’s soul to kill; 

If I save one. thousand I do spill. 
Weenest thou’ that I will follow thee 
Ftom this world? nay, verily ! 


EvERYMAN. I had weencd otherwise, 


Goops. Therefore to thy soul Good is a thief; 
For when thou art dead, this is my guise— 
Another to deceive, in the same wise 

As T have done thee, and all to his soul’s reprief, 


EVERYMAN, Oh false Good, cursed thou be! 
Thou traitor to God, thou hast deceived me 


And caught me in thy snare! " 


Goops. Marry! thou brought thyself in care, 
Whereof I am glad ; 
I must needs laugh, I cannot be sed. 


EveRyMAN. Ah, Good, thou hgst had my heartly love! 
I gave thee that which should be the Lord’s*above, 
But wilt thou not go with me indeed ? e 

) 


T pray thee truth to say, 
° 


e 
Goons. No, so God me sp&d! . 
Therefore farewell, and have good day! 


EvERvMAN Ob, t@ whom shall J ‘make my moan? 
For to go with me in thet beav$ journey? ¢ 

First Fellowship, he said he would with me go> 
His wordes were very pleasagt and gay— 

But afterward he left me alone; bi 
Then*spake I to my kinsmen, all in desPair, 

And also they gave me wordes fair— 


ened Eve RYMAN 201 
They lacked no fair speaking— 
But all forsake me in thesending, * 
Then went I to my Goods, that I loved best, 
In hope to have comfort, but there had I least, 
Fos my Goods sharply did me tell 
Ghat hesbringeth many in hell, 
Then of myself I was ashamed, 
And so I am worthy to be blamed: 
Thus may I well myself hate. 
Of whom Shall I now counsel take? 
I think that I shall never speed 
Till that I go to my Good Deed, 
But alas! she is so weak 
That she can neither go nor speak, 
Yet will I venture on her now: 
My Good Deeds, where be you? 


Goop Deeps. Here I lie, cold in the ground ; 
Thy sing have me so sore bound 
That I cannot stir, 


EvERYMaN. Oh, Good Deeds, I stand in fear! 
I must you pray of counsel, 
For fielp now should come right well. 


Goop Drrps, Evefyman, I have understanding 
That thoy art summoned account to make 

Before Meesias, of Jerusalem King ; 

And you do by me, that journey with you will I take, 


s, 
EVERYMAN, Therefose I come to you, my moan to make; 
I pray thee to fo with mg 


aon Deeps. I would full fain, bute cannot stand, 
verily!» * . 


* * a4 
EVERYMAN, -Why? is there anything on you fall? 
« 
Goon ISreps, . Yea, sit ; I may thank you of all, 


If ye had perfcttly cheered me, . 
Your book of account full ready now had be. 
® . 


i . 


Written 
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Look! the books of your workes and deedes eke, | 
Behold how they lietunder thre feet, 
To your soules heaviness! 


EVERYMAN. Our Lord Jesus helpe me! 
For one letter,herein can I not see. 


¢ 
Goop DEEDS, There is a blind reckoning in time of 
distress, f . 


EVERYMAN. ‘Good Deeds, I pray you help me in this 
need, 

Or else I am for ever damned indeed ; 

Therefore help me to make my reckoning 

Before the Redeemer of all thing, 

That King is, and was, and ever shall, 


Goop Drrps. Everyman, I am sorry of your fall, 
And fain would I help you, and I were able. 


EVERYMAN. Good Deeds, your counsel I pray you give 
me. 


Goop DrEps. That shall I do, verily! 

Though that on my feet I may not go, . 
I have a sister, that shall with you also, 

Called Knowledge, which shall with you abide, 

To help you to make that dreadful reckoning, 


KNOWLEDGE, Everyman, I will go with thee and be 
thy guide, ) 
In thy most need to go by thy side. a ‘ 


EVERYMAN. In good condi&on I am rfow in everything 
And am wholly content with this good thing: , 
Thanked beeSd, my Creator! ° é 7 


. e 
Goop Deeps. And wlxf ve hath broughtéhee there 
Where thou shalt heal thee of thy smart,- 
Then go thou with thy reckoning and thy good deeds 
together, - 
For t6 make thee joyful at the heart, 
Before the Blessed Trinitv. 
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EVFRYMAN, My good Deeds, I thank thee heaitily ; 
I am well content, certairy, m 
With your wordes sweet. e 


KNOWLEDGE, Now go we thither, lovingly, 
To confession, that cleansing river. ri 


2 
EVERYMAN. For joy l weep! I would we were there! 
But I pray you to instruct me by intelle‘tion, 
Where dwelleth that holy virtue, Confessjon? 


KNOWLEDGE. In the house of salvation ; 

We shall find him, in that place, 

That shall us comfort, by God’s grace. 

Lo! this is Confession ; kneel down and ask mercy, 
For he is in good conceit with God Almighty. 


EVERYMAN, Oh glorious fountain, that all uncleanness 
doth clarify, 

Wash from me the spots of vices unclean, 

That on me no sin may be seen! 

I come with Knowledge, for my redemption, 

Redeemed with heart, and full of contrition ; 

For% am commanded a pilgrimage to take, 

And great accounts before God to make. 

Now I pray yous Shrift, mother of salvation, 

Help my, Good Deeds, for my piteous exclamation | 


a 

Conrgssion. J fnow your sorrow well, Everyman; 
Because witl Knowledge ye come to me 
I will you comfort, a well as I can, 
And a preciou€ jewel I wil give thee, 
Called penange, voider of adversity ; 
ET aiden shall yoyr Body chastised barea 

ith abstinence, anda perseverance in God's seivice, 
Here shall*you receive thatsé3urge of me 
Which is penance strong, that ye must endure, 
To remember thy Saviou# was scourged for thee 
With sharp scourges, and suffered it patiently. 
So must thou,*or thou scape that painful pilgrimage ; 
Knowledge, kcep him in this voyage, 
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And by that time Good Deeds will be with thee; 
But in any wise be sure of metcy— 
For your time draweth fast—and ye will saved be; 
Ask God mercy and He will grant, truly. 
When with the scourge of penance man doth him bihd, 
The oil of forgiveness then shall he find. . 


EVERYMAN. Thanked be God for His gracious work | 
For now I| will€my penance begin: 

This hath rejoiced and lighted my heart, 

Though the knots be painful and hard within. 


KNOWLEDGE. Everyman, your penance look that ye 
fulfil 

What pain that ever it to you be, 

And Knowledge will give you counsel at will, 

How your accounts ye shall make clearly. 


EVERYMAN, Oh eternal God! Oh heavenly figure | 
O way of righteousness! Oh goodly vision! 
Which descended down in a virgin pure, 
Because He would every man to redeem, 
Which Adam forfeited by his disobedience ; 
Oh blessed Godhead elect and high divine, i 
Forgive me my grievous offence! » 

Here I cry thee mercy in this presence. 

Oh Ghostly treasure! O Ransomgr and Redeemer 
Ofall the world! [lope and Conducgor|! 

Mirror of joy and Founder of mercy, 

Which illumineth heaven and earth therebf, 

Hear my clamorous complaint, thdugh itglate ped 
Receive my prayers, of thy bebignity \ 

Though I be a sinner most abominable, n 

Yet let my naw be written in Moseg’ table! 

Oh Mary! pray to the Majer of ali thing, 

Me for to help at my ending 

And save me from the power of my enemy, 

For death assaileth me stronghy ; 

And, Lady, that I may by means of thy prayer, 

Of thy Son’r glory to be partaker, 

By the means of His Passion, I it crave: 
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I beseech you, help my ai to save] 
Knowledge, give me the acourge of penance ; 
My flesh therewith shall givea quittance— . 
I will now begin, if God give me grace, 
s 


KNoWImDGE. Everyman, God gives you time and 
space | 

Thus I bequeath you in the hands of ottr P Gaviours : 

Thus miey you make your reckoning su‘p. 


‘ey eeAN In the name of the Holy Trinity, 
My body sore punished shall be! 

Take this, body, for the sin of the flesh, 

Also thou delightest to go gay and fresh, 
And in way of damnation thou did me bring, 
Therefore suffer now strokes and punishing ! 
Now of penance I will wade the water clear, 
To save me from hell and from the fire. 


Goon Dreps. I thank God, now I can walk and gol 
I am delivered of my sickness and woe; 

Therefore with Everyman I will go, and not spare ; 
His good wotks I will help him to declare. 


KNOWLEDGE, Noy, Everyman, be merry and glad | 
Your Good Deetis A come, ye may not be sad, 
Now is your Good D¢geds whole and sound, 

Going upright upon the ground. 


Ever?Mana My heart is light, and shall be evermore: 
Now will I sngite faster than I did before, 


3Goop DrEDg. Beerydian, pilgrim, my apectal friend, 
y gased be thou withdut end! ery 
For thee is preparédsthe eternal gfory. 
Ye have me made whdle a@sound, 
Therefore I will abidg with thee in every stound, 


e 
EVER®MAN. Welcome, my Good Decds! now I hear 
thy voice 
I weep for very sweetness of love, 
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KNOWLEDGE. Be no more sad, but ever more rejoice ; 
God seeth thy livingin His terone above, 
Put on this garment to thy behove, 
Which with your tears is now all wet, 
Lest before God it be unsweet 
When you to your journey’s end come shall, 


e 
Everyman, Gentle Knowledge, what do ye it call? 


KNOWLEDGE, It is the garment of sorrow—® 
From pain it will you borrow— 

Contrition it is, 

That getteth forgiveness, 

It pleaseth God passing well. . 


Goop DEEDS. Everyman, will you wear it for your heal? 


EVERYMAN, Now blessed be Jesu, Mary’s Son! 
For now have I on true contrition ; 

And let us go now without tarrying, 

Good Deeds, have we clear our reckoning ? 


Goop DEEDS. Yea, indeed, I have it here, 


EVERYMAN, Then J trust we need not fear, 
Now friends, let us not part in tw&r. , 


Kinprep, Nay, Everyman, thft will we noffcettain | 


Goop DEEDS. Yet must thou lead with thee * 
Three persons of great might. , Pe 

€ 
EveryMAN, Who should ths be? } 
’ v e 
Goon Dip Diseretion and Strength they hight! 
And thy Beauty may noteakide behind? e 


KNowtepcs. Also ye must,call to mind 
Your five wits, as for your councillors, 
” r 


Goop DEEDS. You must have them ready at all hours. 


- 
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EveryMAN, Flow shall I get them hither? 


KINDRED. You must call them all together, ‘ 
And they will hear you, incohtinent, 


EVERYMAN My friends, come hither and be present! 
Discretion, Strength, my Five Wits, and Beauty | 
r 


BEAuTY. Here are your will me be 1eadly ; 
What would ye that we should do? 


> 
Goop DEEps. That ye would with Everyman go, 
And help him in his pilgrimage. 

Advise you—will ye with him or not, in that voyage? 


STRENGTH. We will bring him all thither, 
To his help and comfort, ye may believe me, 


DISCRETION, So will we go with him all together. 


EVERYMAN. Almighty God, loved may thon be! 

I give thee laud that I have hithe: brought 

Strength, Discretion, Beauty, and Five Wits—lack I 
nought— 

Ane my Good Deeds, with Knowledge clear, 

All be in company at my will bere; 

I desite no mo1ga@e"tIny business. 


StrenGyr. And I? Stiength, will stand by you in 
distress,  ® 
Though thoy wouldest in battle fight on the ground, 


a » 

Five Wits, aAnd thoygh it were thiough the would 
round, é 

Wye will not depart, for sweet nor SOU ee ‘ 


an 
BEAUTY, No fore will Tyunto death’s hour, 
ba ates thereof befall. 


DISCRETION. Everyman, advise you first of all; 
Go with a good advisement and deliberation, * 
We all give you viituous monition. 
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EVERYMAN. That all shall be well, 

My friendes, hearkere what I will tell: 

I pray God reward you ite heavenly sphere! 
Now hearken, all that be here, 

For I will make my testament 

Here before yqu all present. 

In alms half my goods I will give with my handes twain 
In the way of chasity, with good intent; 

And the otherfialf still shall remain 

In quiet, to bereturned there it ought to be,* 
This I do in despite of the fiend of hell, 

To go quite out of his peril, 

Ever after and this day. 


KNOWLEDGE. Everyman, hearken what I say; 
Go to priesthood, I you advise, 

And receive of him, in any wise, 

The Holy Sacrament and ointment together ; 
Then shortly see ye turn again hither: 

We will all abide you here, 


Five Wits. Yea, Everyman, hie you that ye teady were 
There is no emperor, king, duke, ne baron, e 
That of God hath commission, 
As hath the least priest in the worl. hging ; 
For of the Blessed Sacraments, pure and benign, 
He beareth the keys and thereoftath he cure * 
For man’s redemption it is ever sure, * 
Which God, for our soul’s medicine, * cu) 
Gave us out of his heart with grea{ pain, 
Here in this transitory life, for thee and me, 
The Blessed Sacraments Sevefthere be ; 
Baptism, Confirmation, with Priesthood gMod, 4 
And the Sacifient ef God’s precious flesh ayd blootif} 
Marriage, the Holy Extrgeng Unetion, and Pgnance, 
These seven be good to have in remembrance, 
Gracious sacraments of high divirfity. 4 

La 
EVERYMAN, Fain would I receive that Floly Body, 
And meekly to my ghostly father I will go. 
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Five Wits, Everyman, that is the best that ye can do: 
God will you to salvation bring, ~ 
For good priesthood exceccegh all other thing. 
To us holy scripture they do teach, 

Arfll conyerteth man from sin, heaven to reach, 
@od hath to them more power given» 
Than to any angel thatisin heaven. 4” 
With five words he may consecrate, 

God’s body in flesh and blood to make, ‘ 

And handfeth his maker between his hands, 
The priest bindeth and unbindeth all bands 
Both in earth and in heaven, 

Thou ministers all the sacraments seven— 
Though we kiss thy feet thou were worthy— 
Thou art surgeon that cureth sin deadly. 

No remedy we find under God 

But all only priesthood. 

Everyman, God gave priests that dignity, 

And setteth them in his stead, among us to be; 
Thus be they above angels in degree, 


KNow.eocr, If priests be good, it is so surely ; 
Butgwhen Jesus hung on the cross with great smait, 
There he gave, out of his blessed heait, 

The same sacramge¥ in great torment; 

He sold them not to us, that Lord omnipotent: 
Therefor, Saint Peter*the Apostle doth say, 

That Jesus’ curse%hath all they i 

Whicl» God their Saviour do buy or sell, 

Or they for any mongy do take or tell, 

Sinful priests giveth the sinners example bad; 

Their children sitteth#by other men’s fics, I have 
» ,heard, 9 * « 

2Inl some,haunteth women’s company," 
With unclean Iie, as l4sts pflechery: 
These be with sin made blind. 


a 
Five Wits, I trust to God no such may we fing! 
Therefore let hs priesthood honour, 4 


And follow their doctrine for our souls! succour, 
aay - 
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We be their sheep, and they shepherds be, 
By whom we all be Kept in swwety, 
Peace! for yonder I seegEveryman come, 
Which hath made true satisfaction, 


Goop DEEps.e Me-thinketh it is he indeed. 

e 
EVERYMAN, pew Jesus Christ be your alder speed! 
I have teceive@ the Sacrament for my redemption, 
And thou, mine Extreme Unction: 
Blessed be all they that counselled me to take it! 
And now, friends, let us go without longer respite— 
I thank God that ye have tarried so long— 
Now set, each of you, on this rod your hand, 
And shortly follow me: 
I go before there I would be; God be our guide! 


STRENGTH. Everyman, we will not from you go 
Till ye have gone this voyage long. 


Discretion, I, Discretion, will bide by you also. 


KnowLepce, And though this pilgrimage he neyer so 
strong, 
I will never part you from. 
Eveiyman, I will be as sure by thee 
As ever I did by Judas Macchabe. a 
e 
EvrryMAN, Alas! Iam so faint I may not stend! 
My limbs under me do fold. ° 
Friends, let us not turn again to tlfis lang, 
Not for all the worldes gold; 
For into this cave must I creep, , 8 4 
And turn to a@€arth, and there to sleep, , of 


7 . 
Beauty. What! into fiis*grave, alas!? . 7 

e “ff 
EviryMan, Yea, there shafl you consume, mole and 


less. » A 


e 
BEauty. And what! should I smother here? 
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EVERYMAN. Yea, by my faith, and never more appear, 
In this world live no more we shatl, 

But in heaven, befote the highest Lord of all. ' 


Bruty, I cross out all this—adieu, by Saint John] 
iytake my cap in my lap and am gone. 4 


* 
EVERYMAN. What, Beauty! whither“will ye? 


Beauty, Peace! Iam deaf! I look not behind me! 
Not and thou would give me all the gold in thy chest. 


EVERYMAN. Alas! whereto may I trust? 
Beauty goeth fast away and from me; 
She promised with me to live and die, 


STRENGTH, Everyman, I will thee also forsake and 
eny ; 
Thy game liketh me not at all. 


EvreryMAN, Why! then ye will forsake me all! 
Sweet Strength, tarry a little space, 


STRENGTH, Nay, sit, by the Rood of Giacel 
I will hie me fiom thee fast, 
Though thou weemll thy heait bast, 


EVERYMAN. Ye would ever bide by me, ye said, 


SrreXcrit» Yea, I have you far enough conveyed: 
Ye be old enough, Lainderstand, 

Your pilgiimaye to takeon hand— 

a repent me that I nithdf came, 


ERYMAM, Stichigth, you to didiena: Tam to blame ; 
will you break"promist, thats debt? 


SrNsNori, In faith care not. 

Thou &rt but a fool to complain— 

You spend your speech and waste your braip— 
Go, thiust thee into the ground! 
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EVERYMAN. I had epted surer I should you, have, 
found: * 

He that trusteth in his Sigength, 

She him deceiveth at the length. 

Both Strength and Beauty forsaketh me, 

Vet they promused me, fair and lovingly. 


DISCRETION. “Rtvalcrina I will after Strength be gone ;* 
As for me, I vhll leave you alone, 


EVERYMAN, “Why Discretion, will ye forsake me? 


DISCRETION, Yea, in faith, I will go from thee, 
For when Strength goeth before 
I follow after, evermore. 


EVERYMAN, Yet I pray thee, for the love of the Tiinity 
Look in my grave once piteously ! 


DISCRETION. Nay, so nigh I will not come! 
Farewell, everyone! 

e 
EVERYMAN. Oh, all thing faileth save God alone-— 
Beauty, Strength, and Discretion— 
For when Death bloweth his blast, 
They all run from me full fast, 


Five Wits. Everyman, of thee’ now.my leawe I take; 
I will follow the others, for here I thee forsake. 

o 
EVERYMAN. Alas! then may I avail and weep, 
For I took you for my best frignd | ! . 


Five WITS. , leill no longer thée ar ;* 
Now farewell, and tifere an end! « 
oe, @ 


EVERYHAN: Oh Jesus, ae all hath forsaken Wey 
Goon Deeps. Nay, Every than, I will bide with the; 


I will fiot farsake thee, indeed— 
Thou shalt find mea good friend at ied 
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EVERYMAN. Gramercy, Good Deeds! now may I true 
friends see | . s 
They have forsaken me, everypne ; 
I loved them better than my Good Deeds alone, 
Krwledge will ye forsake me also? 


row .tncr. Yea, Everyman, when ye.to death co go, 
But not yet, for no manner of danger. 


EveryMay. Gramercy, Knowledge with all my heart | 
n 


KNOWLEDGE. Nay, yet I will not from hence depart 
Till I see where ye shall become, 


EVERYMAN. Me-thinketh, alas, that I must be gone 
To make my reckoning, and my debtes pay, 

For I see my time is nigh spent away, 

Take example, all ye that this do hear or see, 

How they that I loved best do forsake me, 

Except my Good Deeds, that bideth truly. 


Goon Drrps, All earthly thing is but vanity: 
Beauty, Qtrength, and Discretion do man forsake— 
Foolish friends and kinsmen that fair spake— 

All Aceth save Good Deeds, and that am I. 


EVERYMAN. Haygemercy on me, God most mighty! 
And stand by me, thou mother and maid, Holy Mary! 


e 
Goop Drmps, Fgar Hot, I will speak for thee. 
EVERYMAN. , Here I cry God mercy! 


Goon DrEns. fShort our end and minish our pain! 
Let us go and never coms again, 


my mRYMAN. “Into thy* hands, Lord, myssoul?l commend | 
Reive it, Lord, thateit be not lost: 

As thou me boughtest 80 ore Mitfend, 

meee mefroin the, ficndes boast, 

Thal may appear with that blessed host 

That sifall be savéd at the Doom, 

(In manus tua§) of mightes most, 

Vor gver (commendo spiritum meum), 


Written 
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. 


KNOWLEDGE. Now hath he suffered that we all shall 
endure ; % ° 

The Good Deeds shall mgke all sure. 

Now hath he made ending— 

Me-thinketh that I hear angels sing, 

And make great joy and melody, 

Where Everyegan’s soul shall received be. 


ANGEL. Cont: excellent elect spouse to Jesu! 
Here above thpu shalt go = 
Because of thy singular virtue. 

Now thy soul is taken thy body fro, 

Thy reckoning is crystal clear. 

Now shalt thou into the heavenly sphere, 

Unto the which all ye shall come 

That liveth well, before the day of Doom, 


Doctor. This memorial men may have in mind: 
Ye hearears, take it of worth, old and young, 
And forsake pride, for he deceiveth you in the end; 
And temember beauty, five wits, strength and discretion, 
They all at the last do every man forsake, ¢ 
Save his good deeds, there doth he take, 
But beware! for and they be small, 
Before God he hath no help at all. 
None excuse may be there for every"Man, 
Alas! how shall hedothen? , e 
For after death amends may no mangnake, ¢ 
For then mercy and pity doth him forsake. 
If his teckoning be not clear when he do come, 
God will say (ite maledicti in ignem etemum) 
And he that hath his account whole and%ound, 
High in heaven he shall be crowned. 
Unto the Whéck®place God bring tis all th&ner, 
That we may live, body and soul, ¢ogether, 
Thereto help the Trinity"? ¢ ° 
Say ye, for Saint Charity, ° 

S e Amen! 


Pleadings in 
A Theatrical Lawsuit. 


Temp. HENRY vit 


[From the Records of the Court of 
Requests. | 


® 
* Pleadings in a Theatrical Lawsuit. 
a” 


"From the Records of the Court of Requests, 
ae 


Joun Rasrztt v, Henry Watton. 


I 


UmBiy complaineth unto your gracious 
Highness your poor orator and humble 
subject John Begtell that where your said 
orator deliveredtto one Henry Walton cer- 
tain parcels of stuffand goods to the value of 
20 marks, safely to keep to the use of your 
said orator, that is to say, a player’s gar- 
ment of green sarcenet lined with red 

tuke @id with roman letters stitched upon it of blue and 

red sarcenet, and another garment paned with blue and 
green sarcenet linés“with red buckram, and another gar- 
ment paneg likewise and lined as the other, with a cape 
furred with ewhite cats, and another garment paned with 
yellow, green, blue, and red sarcenet, and lined with red 
buckram, Ancther garment for a priest to play in, ofred Say, 
and a garment ofered aid green Say, paned and guarded with 
gold slings, and fustians of Naples black, and sleeved with 
red, grecn, yellow, and blué sarcenct, And another gaiment, 
spangled, of bike satin Of Bruges, and lined gvtth green sar- 
conle Also avo olgt sHost garments, p&ned of satin Bruges and 
of sarcenct df divers colofirs im fe bodies, Also a woman's 
garment,of gréen and klue sarcenet, chequered and lined 
with tdd buckram, also twoecaps of yellow and red sareenet, 
and two curtains of green and yellow sarcenet, .Also two 
long broad pie@es of blue linen cloth, withelyre in them, 
Also #iree pieces of open silvered linen cloths; also one 
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long broad piece of red buckram. Which said stuff and 
goods the said Walton’ promisad to deliver again to your 
gaid orator, whensoever heyshould be by your said orator 
therelo required. Which said stuff and goods, after the 
said delivery to him made, the said Walton occupied &t his 
pleasure, by the gpace of half a year and more, luringethe * 
time that your sajd orator was in the parts beyond the sea, 
in France, Aftgr whose coming home your said orator*’» 
demanded of thetsaid Walton relivery of the said stuff and 
goods, to whome the said Walton answered aftd said that 
he would bring him home the said goods and stuff, yet 
that notwithstanding he brought to him no part thereof, but 
drove him forth from time to time, by the space of two or 
three weeks, during which time the said Walton, unknown 
to your said orator, which was every day continualfy in the 
said city, and constantly in company with the said Walton, 
craftily, falsely, by the subtle advice and counsel of a 
clerk of the Mayor’s Court in the City of London, and 
by a Sergeant of the same Court, entered a false feigned 
plaint, put in bill in the said Court, against your said orator, 
supposing that your said orator should owe to the said 
Walton 40 shillings stirling, wherein indeed your%said orator 
owed him never a penny, and by the custom of the said 
City made attachment of the said goods and stuf®being 
in his own hands, and caused that one John Wilkinson, 
plasterer, and one Thomas Curtis, W@te assigned to be 
pricers; which Wilkinson, at the request and desire of the 
said Henry, priced the said goods and sguff buteto the value 
of 35s. od., which goods and stuff at that time yere well 
worth 20 marks and above. Upon which *pricement the 
said Henry had judgement to reco¥er the said goods and 
stuff, for the which your said orator can neVer have remedy 
by course of the common law; atid though your said orator 
within the yeimdifputjn surety to f’nqwer to the said glaint 
and bill, and to disprove the gaid action, y¢t yor said orator 
could never, nor shall nevér By the order of the common 
law, there recover again the said séuff and foods, buy shall 
recovér no more for them but ®nly the sum wheryfor they 
were priged, which is but 35s. 9d, as is before said ; and so 
hath and shail, by such falsehood, subtlety, and design of 
the said Walton, and of the said Wilkinson, and §Curtis 
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which were pricers, lose 11 of 12 pounds or above, and is 
without remedy thereforesfor ever, except your gracious 
Highness be showed to him ig this behalf. In considera. 
tion whereof it may please your Grace and your most 
hondurable Council to command one of your officers of 
arms to gp to the said Henry Walton ang to the said John 
Wilkinson and Thomas Curtis, and to cammand them in 
your name to appear before your Grace*and your honour- 
able Council at Westminster, there to answer to the pre- 
mises and there to be directed according fo right and good 
conscience; and your said orator and subject shall daily 
pray for the preservation of your Royal estate, long to 
endure, 


Ps x (Signed) JOHANNES RasTELL, 


II 


The answer of Hunry Watton to the Bill of Com- 
Plaint of Joun RastELy gentleman, 


The saél Henry Walton by protestation saith, that the 
said goods in the bill of complaint of the said John Rastell 
ment®oned, be not of so great value as in his said bill of 
complaint is supposed, And saith that the said bill of 
complaint is unce:tain, and insufficient in the law to be 
answered unto, and the matter therein contained feigned 
and crafty imagined,*o the intent to put the said Henry 
Walton to great "costs and expenses. Nevertheless, for 
answer*and declaration of the truth, the said defendant 
saith that it appearegh by the bill of Lhe said complainant 
that he hath n@ cause of action in this honourable court, for 
it appeareth by his bill @ complaint that the said goods be 
fecqvered in the King’s Court holden before the Mayor and 
Aflermen ef the Cfty of London, according to the custom 
of the saideCity.* And urthetsthe defendant saith that he 
brought an aotion of debt against the said John Rastell of 
4os. in the said court; and he, the said Henry Walton, 
having ‘in his own’ keeping the said goods in the said bill 
of complaint supposed, attached them in his wn hands, 
accosding to the custom of the said City; which goods were 
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afterwards, by the commandment of the said court, by the 
said John Wilkinson afd Thomas Curtis, were praised at 
358. 9d. And where the said John Rastell, in his said bill of 
complaint, saith that the goods aforesaid were praised much 
under their value, the said Henry Walton saith that®they 
were praised to ag much as they at the time of the praisengent ' 
were worth. Ard where the said complainant in his said, 
bill of complaint faith that he oweth not the said defendant 
the said 4os. andes without remedy, the said Henry Walton 
will aver that the said John Rastell oweth him%he said 4os. 
And also the said Henry saith that the said John Rastell 
might have come into the said court, holden before the 
Mayor and Aldermen aforesaid, within the year and the 
day according to the custom, and there to have, put gn 
sureties, and so to have dissolved the attachment, But hath 
suffered and s..:.psed his time. And the said Henry 
Walton shall aver that the said goods were of no more value 
than they were priced at, for they were rotten and torn 
players’ garments. Without that that the said Henry Wal- 
ton craftily or falsely, and by subtle advice of his counsel, 
commenced the said action against the said John Rastell, 
in manner and form as he in his said bill untruly hath alleged. 
And without that that anything being ‘material or effectual 
in the said bill, otherwise than in the said answer of the said 
Henry, is alleged is true. And inas much as the said goods 
be lawfully recovered in the King’s Court holden before the 
Mayor and Aldermen in the City of London aforesaid, being 
a Court of Record, the which record ,cannot*be undone 
without errer or attaint, therefore the said Henry,gWalton 
prayeth to be dismissed out of this honourable court, with 
his reasonable costs and expenses for his* wrongful vexa- 
tion, &c. , . 


un *, : : 


a ad ¢ 


€ . ft 
The replication of Jou Rasvent to the Answer 
of Henry Watzon. * ef 
€ 


® 

The said John Rastell saith that his said bill is true, and 
certain, arld spfficient to be answered unfo, and matter 
determinable in this honourable court, and will aver Gyery- 
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thing to be true contained in the said bill of complaint; 
and that the said answereis uncertain and insufficient to 
be answered unto, and mattey feighed and untrue. And 
further saith that the said Jofin Rastell, as soon as he had 
knoWledge that the said Walton had commenced the said 
action of debt of 40s, in the said Mayor’s,Court in London, 
the said Rastell came into the said courteand there put in 
surety to the said action. Whereuponthe said Walton 
declared against the said Rastell that sthe said Rastell 
should owe’to the said Walton 4os,, for that that the said 
Rastell confessed himself in the said City of London to owe 


to the said Walton gos, to the which the said Rastcll 


answered and tended his law, according to the custom of 
the sajd City, that he owed nothing to the said Walton 
in manner and form as the said Walton against him declared, 
Whereby the said Walton perceived that upon the said plea 
and tender his said action should be dissolved ; demurred 
in law upon the same plea, which demurrer, what for lack 
that the Recorder of the said City and other Councillors can 
have no convenient time to argue the said matter, and also 
for lack that the counsel for the said Walton was not ready 
when thé said matter of law should be argued, the said 
matter as yet doth depend there undiscussed, But yet the 
said Sohn Rastell saith that if the said matter be discussed 
and judged for the said Rastcll, as undoubtedly it will be, 
yot the said Rasfell, by the custom of the said City, shall 
never recaver again his,said goods, nor stuff, but only 35s. 9d. 
for the sai& stuff, go that in the said court he hath no other 
remedy nor record to punish the said Walton nor the said 
praisers for*their said deceit and falsehood in praising 
of the said goSds amd stuff at 35s, od., which were worth 
at that time 22? marks and above, as in the said bill of com- 
plaint is alleged ; for th@ great part of the said goods werts 
garments of silk and” other stuff, fresh antl newly made, 
with much*worlgnanship dong upon them, to the great cost 
and chargé of your said ofatot, without that that the said 
goddsevere at the time of the said appraisement of no more 
value than they were praised at. And without tkat that 
they were gone rotten and torn players’ garmgnts, for the 
said Rastell saith that the said Walton hath Ietten them 
ougo hirg to divers stage-plays and interludes, and hath 
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received and had for the hire of them since the said praise- 
ment of them the sum of 20 nobles and above. And without 
that that any other thing material or effectual in this said 
answer alleged necessary to he teplied unto is true. All 
which matters your said orator is ready to prove and “aver 
as this court will awaid, and prayeth as he praged inehis 
said bill. 


Iv, 
The parcels confessed by Walton. 


In primis. A player’s garment . 
of green, lined with red tuke “4 . 
and with Roman _ letteis 
stitched upon it, of blue and 
red sarcenet . ‘ j}8 yds, 228 


FisuPoLe.—/tem, One other Barnicnt saued 
with blue and green saicenet, 
lined with red buckram 17 ie 208, 


FisupoLE—J/éem, Another garment, vane’ 
likewise, and lined as the 
other, with a cape furred 
with white cats. Nea 208. 


FisiroLe,—/iem. Another garment, Shad 
with yellow, green, red, and 
blue sarcenet, and lined,with 
old red buckram. Js ydg, = 228, 
Ttem. Another gaiment, for, al 
priest to play in, of ted ‘say. 12yds, 4s, 
ditt A garment ef red and 
, Steen say paned and guarde 
“ed with gold skigs® lined 
with ted br€kram* 


Stem. A short garment of ne 


t2yds, 429, 
aud 7 els, 
J buckram 8s, 


skins and fustian, of Naples 
black, and sleeved with red 
green, yellow, and blue 
sarcenet . 
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item. Another garment, span- 
gled of blve satin of Bruges, 
and lined with gieen sai-[ 205, it hath 
cenct . 4” «4 2 .Jcost Rastell 


Ztem, Two old short garments, 

paned of satin of Bruggs, 

and of sarcenct of diydrs 

colours in the bodies , par 20s, 
item, A woman’s garment, of 

green and blue sarceret, 

checked and lined with 1ed 


& 1830 


buckram, . F é 245, 
Item. ‘Two caps, of yellow and 

red sarcenet i fore 38. 4d, 
Item, Two curtains, of green 

and yellow sarcenet , J2o yds, Is, 
diem. Two pieces of blue linen 

cloth with lyre in them J67 yds. 15s, 
ftem, Three pieces of old 

silvered linen cloths . ‘ 10s, 


Ztem. An old remnant of red 
buckram, that was ina box 
in my Lord Cardinal’s great [30 yds. 
chamber. ‘ ‘ 6s, 8d, 


a 
’ Interwogatories for Fishpole. 


Jn primis.™Whether Fishpole know any of the said 
garments, OB 

Ttem, Whetl®r Fishpole made the two long gaiments of 
sarcenet down_to the gidund, and one. green gown to the 
fall af the leg, with, wi le sleeves of sazceng?, and whether 
evely of them contained not 7 or 8 yards of saicenet, and 
whether evéry of them Were 88t better than 20s. apiece, 
and whether % such garments were made of new stuff, 
would ngt have cost almos# twice as much money. # 

item, Whether that Fishpole made not a woman’s gown 
of sarcenet of shall pieces, and whether it was not woith 
20s. afid better. 
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a 

Jtem. Whether me made not two other garments with 
wide sleeves of small pieces, aid whether they were not 
worth 20s, or a matk apie 

Ttem. Wow long Fishpove was a-makirg of them, and 
whether he had not the while 4d.a day and meat and &rink, 
and whether Ragtell’s wife hath holp him to sewethem.e * 

Ttem, Whether Walton hath not the same garments lent. 
to him by Rastelf, and whether Walton hath not continually’ « 
this 4 year Iet tkem to hire for stage-plays and interludes, 
above 3 or 4 Scere times, and what he used fo have for a 
stage-play, and what for an interlude, and how much money 
he hath won thereby. 

Ttem. What the short spangled garment of blue satin of 
Bruges was worth, and what every other garment apd pigce 
was worth, 


v. 
Intervogatory ex parte RastTELy. 


Jtem. Whether about 3 of 4 years now past, about 
which time the King’s great banquet was at Greenwich, 
which this deponent saw, the said garments were oogupied 
there, some in divers stage-plays and interludes, by the 
letting to hire by Walton, as it was regorted, and at that 
time they were fresh and new, and seemed little the worse 
for any wearing of them before, ¢ 


VI. 


Depositions for the part of Joun Raster 
against enry WALTON, 
n 


r 
Lal 
(Deposztion 6f WuiayFisgronit ] 


William Fishpole of London, tailor, of the age ef 60 
years ond above, sworn and examined upon his ogth, saith 
that he made two long gowns down to the ground, of 
sarcenet, one af them of blue and yellow sarcenet, lined 
with red tuke or red buckram, whether of the same ining 
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he now remembereth not nd anotheriof green sarcenet, 
but whether oe lined of ngt he *rem’mbereth not now, 
which gowns koming to him By pees ntained in eveiy 
piece, 6 ells or thereabouts. d also He saith that if he 
should have bought out of the meicer’s shop, every ell 
swoufd havg cost 6s.; and he saith that } ely gown was 
worth 20s, and above. And also he saitl¥ that he made 
yA garment for a gallant with wide sleeves, the one side 
of red and yellow sarcenet, and the other stde blue and red 
lined with 1@d tuke or red buckram, whigh was a costly 
garment, better than 20s. And if they had been bought 
of new stuff it would have cost much more money. 
And also he saith he made a woman's gown of sarcenet, 
blue and yellow, as he remembereth, and it was made in 
quarrels‘br Jozenges, he remembereth not whether, and was 
a busy work, and Mistress Rastell did help to sew that, and 
part of the gallant’s gown also. And it was lined with 
red tuke or buckram and garnished with gold skins, as he 
remembercth, and it was better than 20s, and it was 
worth a noble the making. And how long he was in 
making of them he remembereth not, but he had 4d. 
by the day#meat and drink, And further he saith that he 
hath heard say, that the said Rastcll lent to Walton the 
said géfments, and that he used them in stage-plays. And 
further he saith that there was a short spangled garment of 
blue satin of Brug’s, apd was lined with gicen sarcenct, 
which was etter than any of the other gaiments; which 
he made not, but gvery one of them, one with another, 
weic bettgr than 20s., and more he knoweth not herein. 
Signed) = per mc WILLIAM FIsHPOLE, 
ae 


ovil, hoa 


+ Ase @ ,? 
[Pepoggtidmof Groen Mavier.] 


George Mayler of Lopdon, merchant tailor, of the age 
of 40 years, sworn and oxamined upon his oath, #%aith 
that he Khew the said gaiments, bul how many ,thete be 
in number he refembereth not, for he hath secupied and 
playedgin them by the lending of Walton, and he saith 
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they were worth bes apiece fre better, And he, saith 
he knoweth well tthat* he lent{them out about 20 times 
sto stage-plays jh the simmer and intefludes in the 
winter, and used? to take®at a stage-play for them and 
others, sometimés 40d., sometimes 2s,, as they *could 
agree, and at interlude 8d, for every time, Butehow' 
many times ne erfectly knoweth not, but by estimation 
20 times a yea in interludes, And he saith that he hatl, 
seen the curtains of sarcenet, but how many ells they 
contained he kpoweth not, but it was worth god. every 
ell, and he saith that he had buckram and tuke, but how 
many yards he knoweth not, but it was better than 2d. 
a yard; and further he saith that the summer when the 
King’s banquet was at Gieenwich, he saw the same 
garments occupied in divers stage-plays, and occufied part 
of them himself by the lending of other players that Walton 
had lent them to hire, which then were fresh and little 
worse for the wearing; and more he knoweth not. 
(Signed) — per me GEORGE MAYLER. 


VIIL, - 
[Desosition of Georcz Bircuw.] * «+ 


George Birch of London, carrier, of the age of 32 years 
or thereabouts, sworn and examitted saith, that he knew 
well a player’s garment lined with red“tukeyand stitched 
with Roman letters upon it of bluc® and red sarcenet; 
atiother garment paned with blue and grees sarcchet, lined 
with red buckram, and another gaimen¢ paned with yellow, 
green, red, and blue sarcenet, lined with eld red buckram ; 
another garment spangled of Isue satinvof Bruges, ling 
with gieen Saycenet, and a won«fn’s gow® or garmen? of 
green and blue sardtnet, checkeé “ang lined with red 
buckram; in which gatfhents*this deponent and_ his 
company played in while they rgmained dn the hands of 
the said Rastell. And he sah that every yarment, one 
with another, were worth 20s, and that W8lton did 
let out the.same garments to hie to stage plays and 
interludes sundry times, but how many times he Iqoweth 
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© saa 
not, And futher he saith {lft the conjmon custom is at 
an interlude Rd.afor the garmignts, And ‘it a stage play as 
the parties catkagree. And he thith if tipy had been made. 
of néw stuff they had been mich morel worth. And he 
saith*ha saw the cuttains of sarcenct, bt how many ells 
‘they wereehe knoweth not, but every e/j,was worth 3s, 

nd further he saith that 3 or 4 years thast, when the 
‘King’s banquet was at Greenwich that sutimer, he saw the 
said garments played in 3 or 4 times, by the lending of 
the said Walton, and at that time they seemed fresh and 
good garments, and more he knoweth not, 

(Signed) per me GEORGE BIRCH. 


IX 


[Deposition of Joun Repman.] 


John Redman of London, stationer, of the age of 22 
years, sworn and examined upon his oath, saith that he 
knew the said garments, but how many was of them he re- 
membreth not; and this deponent played in the same 
divers timgs when Walton had them, but what they were 
worth he knoweth not, but they were little worse than new, 
qn this deponent saith that he knoweth that the said 

alton diveis times lent them out, but what hire he had for 
theth he knoweth npt, neither in stage-play nor in interludes; 
but as to the 6 garmertts, that is to say 4 gowns of sarcenet, 
a woman's Rown, and afspangled garment, they were good, 
fresh, and little theqworse for the occupying when he knew 
them firdt in Walton’s hands, and by estimation they were 
worth 20s, apiece, for they were lined and guarded pait with 
gilt leather; and the curtains of silk wee fresh and new; 
By there weres garments of dornyke and saye, which he 
we 

a) 





” @ 


1 rememberpth, and mere he cannot jay? 5 
.* . Pn, por ine JozIN REDMAN, 
nf he o 
o Or gc@n 
a“ ry a 7 Lal 
The intgrtogatories of Tlunry Warton agains#]onn 
Rasreit, ghereupon witnesses to be exansined. 


Fir, whether the said John Rastell did owe any such 
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ithin the, auswer of i sfid Walton is 
xted? 
the sai Walton made sad Vi attachment 


sum of money as 


of the said John Mastell. : 

r the said goods sccuhdisnsas aaa 
by indifferent ‘persons elect and chosen by lawftfl officers | 
within the City ef London to be praisers there. 

Ttem,—What and how much of value the satd goods were 
appraised unto, * 

Jtem—Whether the said goods were lawfully recovered 
by the custom and law of the said City of London, 

Item -—Whether the said goods were deiivered gintoghe 
above-named Henry Walton by lawful officers of the same 
City of London, 

Jtem.—Whether the said goods were of any more value 
ot substance than they were praised unto. 

Ltem.—Whether the said goods were fresh and new, as 
is surmised unjustly by the bill of complaint of the said 
Rastell, e 


XI 


. e 
Depositions for the part of: Hrvay ven 
against Joun R&s TELL, 


[Deposition of Witam Kyicer.] * 


eo te 

William Knight of London, latten founder, of the age of 
56 years, sworn ¥ examined wpon his toath, saith oe ff 
Walton did eakesof new for sthges and Qtage playg 
much as by estimatios, esteemed o}i> thi “deponent ga 
William Sayer at §0s, in be&rd, siMber, lath, nail, sprig ond 
daubing, which the said Rastell Spould have pail to the 
said Walton by their arbitramgnt, which *were elfosen in- 
differently by them both, and then Rastell sail it was 
too mucl® ang afterwards the said Rastell arrested the 
same Walton, and much business was between them.® , 


e530]  ALEADJNGS ne Seg aTatcAL Lawsuit, 319 
And as to}the 2nd, 3rd, sik sth, and Sth interrogatories, 

he knoweth s\othing, “And@agto the 7th and last article, 
he saith thatils said Rafter had cer"ain garments for, 
playais, which wi se made of oldgsareenet put how many he 
know}th not, nor he doth not esteem the value of them’ nor 
aany of than, and more he knoweth not. 1) 


° (Signed) — per me at IENIGIUT, 
a " 
om y 
: . XIL a 


[Deposttion of Nictrotas Saver. ] 


Nicholas Sayer of London, skinner, of the age of 4g 
yeds or™hercabouts, swoin and examined upon his oath, 
saith that he and William Knight were desired by the said 
Rastell and Walton, being at the Mitre in Cheap, to view 
such costs as the said Walton had donc in making of stage 
for player in Rastell’s ground beside Finsbury, in timber, 
board, nail, lath, spiig, and other things. Which they 
esteemed and judged at gos. that Rastell should pay to the 
said Waltan, and upon payment of the said 505, the said | 
Walton to render such garments as he had in his keeping» 
tg thegsaid Rastell. And he saith he saw the garments, 
and therg were none of them of new stuff to his know- 
ledge, nor what the value of them were, and more he 
knoweth nos: ’ : 

\ (lent) per me NICHOLAS SAYER, 


\, 


C) om . 


ee oo XL 
[Dafsvon Ang Rocrr Tapia] 


RAWer Tayloi of Lerajon,‘latten fastfder, oi”the age of 4o 
years, sworn and Gtaminey supp? bis oath, he saith he mace 
part gf abe said playcrs’ garmeyts, and some of them were 
made of and some of sareénet, Which were not gythat 
time of Mw stuff, for they had been occupied in” other 
business, and they were occupied thice or, fouryeais in 
playiyseand disguisings, or they came to fhe hands of the 

- a ~ 
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said Walton, or before any vgfifnce was betwgen them for 
the same; and asfo the val them he ganifbt estcem nor 
judge, And morf he canip#t say tein 


(Signe! per me RGER TAYIPR, 


XIV, 
[Dhposition of Tuomas Curtis,] 


Thomas Curtjs of London, glazier, of the afte of 54 year's, 
sworn and examined upon his oath, saith that the said 
Walton made attachment of 15 playing garments; and 
thereupon this deponent and one John Wilkinson were 
commanded by the Mayor's clerk, called John Edmay, to 
appraise the same garments indifferently. Whichtltc Said 
deponent and John Wilkinson, after their conscience, 
appraised to the uttermost value of them, and the value 
or sum amounted unto 35s, od., and he and the said Wilkin. 
son delivered a bill thereof to the said clerk of the Mayor's 
Court; and he thinketh that after the custom of the City 
of London the said Walton lawfully recovered the same, 
but how they were delivered to the said Walton he knoweth 

‘not. And further he saith, that at the time of the said 
appraisement the said garments were old and torn,¥o that 
then they were not able to be worn nor occupied, »Angalso 
he saith he would have been loath,to Ifive given so much 
for them as they were appraised al, and mire foe knoweth 


not, 


TheMark of Romas Curtis, 
® 
oe : 
[Deposition oAjoun Witxingon.) ~ . 
3 * : 
Joni. Wilkinson of London,’ plasterer, of thee of 33 


yeats orthereabouts, sworn and examingd, saith that he 
was commanded by John Edmay, the Mavor’s officer, to 
, ~ 
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b . 

appraise certain old playing Benmicny which were broken 
and” torn, some of then’ cf sarceng! amyl some of saye, and 
others Mite aoe semoiphereth Gt; and that he and 
Thqmas Curtis appraised the said gayments and stuff at 
or 36s. odt, which in his conseiotee were tio better 

or he would not have gladly ‘iven so much for 
more he knoweth not, ban 


(Signed) Jon WILKINSON, 







GLOSSARY 


r 


Crach, croche, cradle. 
Crake, boast, 
Curteys, courteous, 
Dearworthy, precious, 
Deem, judge. 
Dehbered, deliberated, 
Derne, secrct, remo’, 
Dight, make ready, 
Digne, worthy, 
Discordeth, disagrees, 
Dislander, defame. 
Dooms, judgments, 
Dress, dnect. 

Zsell, vinegar, 
Empechement, hindrance. 

Empitsed, wndertaken, 

Zincheson, cause. < 
Enderes-night, former dt other wght « 
Ever ychone, everyone. Ps 

Fand, found. @ . “ 
Fa ly, morvelltss, 4 

Fay, {arg a ‘ 

Frere, corspanign ; z “le toghther. 
Fond, fat, contayg™ » i 

Fone. fron, for, 
For to,m ace eae, 
Fo lori, ost. 

Forth Perclore, : 
Foriufd igcause, 4, 
Frid, pce 
pier. wort 


Aldermost, most of all, e 

Also, 80 as, $0. 

Anchor, hermit. 

Apaive, appaire, injure, wither. 

Appropred, appropriated, 

Arete, attribute, account. 

Astert, escape 

Avoutry, adultery. 

Bain, obedient. 

Battles, divisions of an army. 

Bear on hand, deceave, 

Bedene, badeen, betimes. 

Behote, promise. 

Beme, tree. 

Betake, beteach, commit. 
+Blee, countenance. 

Btn, departing. 

Bhinune, cease. 

Blyve, quickly. 

Borrows, sureties, 

Bote, remedy. 

Brast, burst, 

Brenningly, wurningly. 

Breve, briar. 

Brook, use. 

Busk, make ready. 

Busom, obedient, pliant. 

Bydene, betimnes. 

Careful, sorrowful, 

Chevice, preserve. 

Clap, talk noisily, chatter. 
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Cleped, called. ne hrese, make reaty, , 
Coresed, fit to be a courser [?] Gabbethe talks foolishfiyrn 
Corser, coy [7] ry 7G, fain. J bad 
Courtepy, shu goat, Gin, begin. 
_ Covenable, syitabta > Gleed, spark. 4 
Couerte, covetousness, Grathly, readily. 
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Gee, pleasure, 6 
Groom, man. Pa f 
Afalfendell, nolf ed 


‘alk, corner, 





Fiigh. 
Hind, servant. 
yeed, hobbled, 
agiors, unskille@rsons, 
Jeejo Negether 
f+, particBpial prefix. 
Tepight, pitched. 
L-wis, certainly, 
resch, jesayne, place of childbirth, 
fe ae 
Kithe, show, 
Kuowledge, acknowledge, confess, 
Lancegay, lance. 
Lang, long. 
Leasing, lying. 
Leer, cheek, * 
Lede, Gorin 
Leme, shinu® 
Lepdd, stay, 
igen 
Let (1), kinder 5 (2) cause. 
Leti rglifidrane 
Lewie, \gyalty. 









































No no mailer. 
NovkBies, loins of a deer, 
Notoyrly, novriously. 
Novels, news, 


Wherer, wUrey 


Other, or. 


Paned, slashed, 
fares peichan: 
Pu ie, gust, rf 
Tludde, some k®id 
Postilfators, pr@ichers. 


Praised, appramea. 


Queme, please, 


Quere, cho’ 


Ray, kind 


ir. 


Qudt, requited. 
Race, scratch. 


of cloth, 


Recheless, careless. 


f kettle, 


Prime, 81x to ning A.M. 
Queass els, small squares, 


Repr eft, repnief, reproof, 
Rown, whisper, 


Royaumes, 
Salied, sal 


realms, 
uted. 


Saws, sayings, 


Say, silk, 
Semblable, 


Slee, slay. 
Slo, slope, 


Sy, saws 


Thee, they: 
e 


Tad, tied! 
Teen, sorroy 


hike, 


Shende, harm, spoil 
Sicher, sure; siker ly, surely. 
S#/Zy, innocent, 


slain. 





> 


Soucdeal, somewhat, 

Somers, baggage putes, 
Sond, messenger, 
Sorwning uae tending to, 
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Tho, then, 
Throw, space of sit 
~ Till, to. 
“Fine, lose. 
__ f tetining, future, Py 
Train, treachery. 
Truage, tribute. 
Tuke, a dress mater 
Tynde, antlers. Poe 
Onketh, unknown, stihnie. 
Ouneath, unnethas, ha ly. 
OUnwieldy, impotent. ‘- 
Wed, pledge. 
Welt, wielded, disposed of, 


















a oe <¥ 


Word, make war, ran 


{ Wone, aweil. ov" 


Woning wane, dwelling or 
Weort, mad, Oma? 
Wyte, blame. 


¥., participial prefix: 


| Vede, yode, went. 


¥-nocked, notched. 
Y-zwi's, certainly. 








